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Article 7: The Church 
 

We believe that the true church 

 Matt. 16:18 – “18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

 1 Cor. 12:28 – “28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, 
helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 

 Eph. 4:4-6 – “4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.” 

 Eph. 5:25 – “25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself up for her,” 

 Heb. 12:28 – “28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable 
worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire.” 

comprises all who have been justified by God's grace through faith 
alone in Christ alone. 
 Ps. 103:12 – “12 as far as the east is from the west, so far does he 

remove our transgressions from us.” 
 Isa. 44:22 – “22 I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud 

and your sins like mist; return to me, for I have redeemed you.” 

 Jn. 3:16 – “16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life.” 

 Acts 16:31 – “31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.”” 

 Rom. 3:20-28 – “20 For by works of the law no human being will be 
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justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.” 
 Rom. 4:3 – “3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed 

God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”” 

 Rom. 5:1 – “1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 Rom. 5:21 – “21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might 
reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

 Rom. 8:1 – “1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus.” 

 Rom. 8:30 – “30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified 
he also glorified.” 

 Rom. 8:33-34 – “33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It 
is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one 
who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.” 

 Rom. 10:4 – “4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes.” 

 Rom. 10:9 – “9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved.” 

 2 Cor. 5:21 – “21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

 Gal. 2:16 – “16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of 
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in 
Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be 
justified.” 
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 Eph. 2:8-9 – “8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.” 

 Phil. 3:9 – “9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—“ 

 Tit. 3:7 – “7 so that being justified by his grace we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” 

 Heb. 10:14 – “14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time 
those who are being sanctified.” 

They are united by the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ, 

 1 Cor. 12:12-27 – “12 For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to 
drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one member 
but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do 
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do 
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of 
the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 
sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be 
the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the 
body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one 
body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the 
contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less 
honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable 
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parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more 
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the 
body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there 
may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the 
same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer 
together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 27 Now you 
are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” 

of which He is the Head. 

 Eph. 1:22-23 – “22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him 
as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all.” 

 Eph. 4:15-16 – “15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow 
up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom 
the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which 
it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body 
grow so that it builds itself up in love.” 

 Col. 1:18 – “18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might 
be preeminent.” 

 Col. 2:19 – “19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the 
whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and 
ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.” 

The true church is manifest in local churches, 

 Acts 9:31 – “31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and 
Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in the fear of 
the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.” 

 Acts 20:28-30 – “28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the 
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for 
the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know 
that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 
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sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men 
speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them.” 

 Rom. 16:5 – “5 Greet also the church in their house. Greet my 
beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia.” 

 1 Cor. 1:2 – “2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those 
who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 
their Lord and ours:” 

 1 Cor. 16:19 – “19 The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila 
and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty 
greetings in the Lord.” 

 2 Cor. 1:1 – “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and 
Timothy our brother, To the church of God that is at Corinth, with all 
the saints who are in the whole of Achaia:” 

 1 Thess. 1:1 – “ Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the 
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to 
you and peace.” 

 Philem. 1-2 – “1 Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our 
brother, To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2 and Apphia our 
sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your 
house:” 

whose membership should be composed only of believers. 

 Matt. 18:15-20 – “15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 
his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, 
tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let 
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, 

http://www.thebridgemontrose.org/


 

 

 
 

THE BRIDGE MONTROSE  
www.thebridgemontrose.org 

whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done 
for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I among them.”” 

 Acts 2:41 – “41 So those who received his word were baptized, and 
there were added that day about three thousand souls.” 

 Acts 2:47 – “47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved.” 

 Acts 14:23 – “23 And when they had appointed elders for them in 
every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the 
Lord in whom they had believed.” 

 Acts 20:7 – “7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered 
together to break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart 
on the next day, and he prolonged his speech until midnight.” 

 1 Cor. 1:2 – “2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those 
who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 
their Lord and ours:” 

 1 Cor. 1:9 – “9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

 1 Cor. 12:13 – “13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of 
one Spirit.” 

 1 Cor. 14:40 – “40 But all things should be done decently and in 
order.” 

 1 Cor. 16:1-2 – “1 Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I 
directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On the first 
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day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it 
up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I 
come.” 

 1 Tim. 3:1-13 – “The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the 
office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer 
must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, 
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a 
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity 
keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how 
to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s church? 
6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with 
conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he 
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into 
disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 8 Deacons likewise must be 
dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not 
greedy for dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery of the faith 
with a clear conscience. 10 And let them also be tested first; then let 
them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 11 Their 
wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, 
faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, 
managing their children and their own households well. 13 For those 
who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and 
also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.” 

 1 Tim. 5:9 – “9 Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty 
years of age, having been the wife of one husband,” 

 Tit. 1:5-9 – “5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put 
what remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as I 
directed you— 6 if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one 
wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge of 
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debauchery or insubordination. 7 For an overseer, as God’s steward, 
must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-
tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and 
disciplined. 9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, 
so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also 
to rebuke those who contradict it.” 

 Heb. 10:25 – “25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near.” 

The Lord Jesus mandated two ordinances, baptism 
 Matt. 28:18-20 – “18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”” 

 Rom. 6:3-4 – “3 Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were 
buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life.” 

 Col. 2:12 – “12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you 
were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of 
God, who raised him from the dead.” 

and the Lord’s Supper, 

 Matt. 26:26-29 – “26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 
after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is 
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my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of 
the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.”” 

 Mk. 14:22-25 – “22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after 
blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my 
body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave 
it to them, and they all drank of it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 25 Truly, I say 
to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”” 

 Lk. 22:15-20 – “15 And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to 
eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not 
eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, 
and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it 
among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink 
of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, 
saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in 
my blood.” 

 1 Cor. 11:23-26 – “23 For I received from the Lord what I also 
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you  
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 
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which visibly and tangibly express the gospel. Though they are not the 
means of salvation, when celebrated by the church 
in genuine faith, these ordinances confirm and nourish the believer. 
 Jn. 6:55-56 – “55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 

56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and 
I in him.” 

 Acts 2:38 – “38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

 Acts 8:39 – “39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and 
went on his way rejoicing.” 

 Acts 16:34 – “34 Then he brought them up into his house and set 
food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household 
that he had believed in God.” 

 1 Cor. 10:16 – “16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a 
participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it 
not a participation in the body of Christ?” 

 1 Cor. 11:29-30 – “29 For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is 
why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.” 

 Col. 2:12 – “12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you 
were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of 
God, who raised him from the dead.” 
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