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THE KING 
The Life of King David 

 
How to use this Study Guide: We are ready to embark on a journey through the life of 
David. When David kept God close, God’s hand was all over his life. When David kept 
God at arms length, he experiences the consequences of life led by our own efforts. 
This guide has 9 lessons. Each lesson will take several days to complete.  
 
Here’s how to get the most out your time in 1-2 Samuel: 
 

• Get a Journal. Carry it with you wherever you take your Bible and write out your 
reflections. 

• Begin each study with Prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to see and 
ears to hear what God wants to communicate specifically to you. 

• The Context and Theological Reflection  

• Read the Passage. Read it patiently and thoughtfully. Resist the urge to skim 
the passage or think you “know it already.”  

o Make Many Observations. Make as many observations as you can. Ask 
who are the characters in this passage? What is happening and being 
said? Where is the location of this story? Why are we being told about it? 
When did this take place? How is this important? Look for repetition, key 
details, and things that stand out to you. Write them in your journal. 

o Take your time interpreting the passage. Put together all the pieces in 
your observations. What is this passage ultimately saying? If you feel 
stuck, reference the commentary at the end of the lesson for help. Write 
your interpretation in your journal. 

o Make Personal Applications. Let the Holy Spirit open your heart. Let him 
show you what we he wants you to personally and specifically come away 
with. Is there a promise to hold, a sin to avoid, a command to obey or a 
prayer to pray? Put these applications in your notes. 

• Write out the prayer. Write a prayer that specifically expresses what you’ve 
seen in this passage about God, humanity and yourself. Pray through the prayer 
you write out. 

• Going Deeper. The going deeper section will be enriching. It takes you out of the 
books of 1-2 Samuel and makes connections elsewhere in Scripture. We want 
you to see how the Bible is consistent and beautifully fits together.  
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Lesson 1 
God looks at the Heart 
 
Context: The books of 1 and 2 Samuel relay Israel’s transition from being ruled by 
judges, of whom Samuel was the last, to being led by kings. The people of Israel 
demanded this change although it didn’t follow God’s desire for the nation (1 Samuel 8-
1-9) Samuel was a godly leader who wanted Israel to remember that God was their king 
and called them to faithfulness to Him. The people, on the other hand, wanted a king 
like the other nations had. Someone they could look to as their leader. Someone who 
would lead them in battle. God gave them the desire of their heart and set up Saul as 
the first king of Israel. Saul was timid leader who had times of success and spiritual 
leadership along with times of fear and spiritual failure. His failure reaches a climax in 1 
Samuel 15 when God tells him that his legacy would not endure on the throne and that 
another would take his place.  
  
Theological Reflection: We can easily get caught up with our external appearance—
the way things look on the outside. God’s way of doing things is altogether different. He 
cares most about what’s going on in our hearts. He wants from us a heart fully devoted 
to him. 
 
Read 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

Observation: What do I see? Who? What? Where? Why? When? How? Make 
as many observations as possible. 
 
Interpretation: What does it mean? What is this passage saying? What is it 
saying about God and humanity? What other verses in the Bible shed light on 
this passage? How does this passage point to Jesus? What questions do you 
have that remain unanswered?  
 
Application: What do I do? Is there a command to obey, a prayer to pray, an 
attitude to embrace, a sin to confess? How does the Holy Spirit want me to 
respond? Prayerfully ask, “Search me and know my heart oh God.” 

 
Make it Personal: Write out a prayer that reflects the things you’ve learned about God 
and yourself in today’s lesson.  
 
Going Deeper: Read Psalm 139 which was written by David. How does this Psalm 
connect to David’s understanding of how God looks at the heart?   
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Lesson 1 
God looks at the Heart 
 
Bible Commentary on the passage: 

God Anoints David (16:1–23). The Lord instructed Samuel to go to the house of 
Jesse in Bethlehem to anoint Israel’s new king. Although frightened that he might be 
found out by Saul, Samuel went to Bethlehem to offer a sacrifice. There he was joined 
by the family of Jesse. Samuel looked upon Jesse’s seven older sons and was 
impressed by their appearance. But God rejected them and looked instead for one who 
had a faithful heart. David, the youngest, was called to the house, and the Lord 
instructed Samuel to anoint him. David was empowered by the Spirit from that day 
forward. 

Since the Lord rejected Saul as king, He withdrew His Spirit; and Saul received an 
“evil spirit.” The identity of this “evil” spirit has been disputed. Some believe that it was a 
demon. Others argue that it was a troubling spirit causing emotional disturbance (see 
Judg. 9:23). Some have suggested that the Lord permitted Satan to afflict Saul as 
punishment for his sin (see 2 Sam. 24:1 with 1 Chr. 21:1). What is clear is that this spirit 
was sent by the Lord (see 1 Kgs. 22:20–23) to show that Saul had been rejected. It 
caused Saul to experience bouts of rage and despondency. Christians do not have to 
fear that the Lord will remove His Spirit from them, since the Spirit is the believer’s 
permanent possession (Rom. 8:9, 12–17; Eph. 1:13; 4:30). 

Saul’s attendants sought a musician to soothe troubled Saul. David was selected to 
enter into the service of the king.1 

																																																								
1 Kenneth A. Mathews, “The Historical Books,” in Holman Concise Bible Commentary, ed. David S. Dockery (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 114–115. 
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Lesson 2 
A Giant Problem 
 
Context: David has now been anointed as king, but is not yet ready to take the throne. 
Saul is still leading the nation and David has more growing to do and tests to face. The 
first of those tests take place on the battlefield where his brother questions his motives 
and others seemingly question his sanity when he faces off with Goliath. 
  
Theological Reflection: One of God’s names is the LORD of Hosts, which speaks to 
his power and might. He commands all the earth and armies. No one and nothing 
compares to him. God’s name is precious and worthy of honor, which is the main thrust 
of this famous scene. 
 
Read 1 Samuel 17 
 

Observation: What do I see? Who? What? Where? Why? When? How? Make 
as many observations as possible. 
 
Interpretation: What does it mean? What is this passage saying? What is it 
saying about God and humanity? What other verses in the Bible shed light on 
this passage? How does this passage point to Jesus? What questions do you 
have that remain unanswered?  
 
Application: What do I do? Is there a command to obey, a prayer to pray, an 
attitude to embrace, a sin to confess? How does the Holy Spirit want me to 
respond? Prayerfully ask, “Search me and know my heart oh God.” 

 
Make it Personal: Write out a prayer that reflects the things you’ve learned about God 
and yourself in today’s lesson.  
 
 
 
Going Deeper: Read Psalm 20 a Psalm of David. What does this Psalm tell us about 
the importance of God’s name and character when facing our adversaries?  
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Lesson 2 
A Giant Problem 
 
Bible Commentary on the passage: 

David Defeats Goliath (17:1–58). The Philistines were at war with Saul. Their 
greatest champion, Goliath (who stood over nine feet tall) taunted the Israelites for their 
cowardice. In ancient times it was common for champions of opposing armies to face off 
in a personal duel. No Hebrew had the courage to face Goliath. 

Jesse’s older sons were in the battle lines, and Jesse sent David to the field with 
provisions. David heard the defiant words of Goliath and was zealous to defend the 
name of the Lord by challenging the giant to combat. With the weapons of a lowly 
shepherd but armed with the power of God, he killed Goliath, and the Philistines 
scattered in defeat. 

The stunning victory caused Saul to inquire of Abner, the captain of Israel’s army, 
about the lineage of David. Since David was already in the service of Saul, the inquiry of 
Saul and his address to David seem out of place. Some scholars have suggested that 
the two accounts of David’s introduction to Saul come from separate sources. This 
conclusion is reasonable, but this does not mean that the stories are two garbled 
accounts of the same event. Since Saul would reward David with his daughter in 
marriage, David’s lineage became particularly important. Saul, therefore, investigated 
David’s background anew.2 

																																																								
2 Kenneth A. Mathews, “The Historical Books,” in Holman Concise Bible Commentary, ed. David S. Dockery (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 115. 
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Lesson 3 
Man on the Run 
 
Context: After slaying Goliath, David’s fame spreads. He grows as a warrior and works 
closely with King Saul. David leads Israel’s armies into numerous battle victories and 
the people even start making songs about his achievements (1 Samuel 18:7). His rising 
popularity does not go unnoticed by the insecure King who now wants to do something 
about it. 
 
Theological Reflection: God uses the “caves” (trials) of life to form us into the people 
he wants us to be. It is a necessary part of his sanctifying work in our life. Sanctification 
is a theological word that simply expresses God’s process of forming us to look more 
like Jesus.  
 
Read 1 Samuel 21:1-22:5 
 

Observation: What do I see? Who? What? Where? Why? When? How? Make 
as many observations as possible. 
 
Interpretation: What does it mean? What is this passage saying? What is it 
saying about God and humanity? What other verses in the Bible shed light on 
this passage? How does this passage point to Jesus? What questions do you 
have that remain unanswered?  
 
Application: What do I do? Is there a command to obey, a prayer to pray, an 
attitude to embrace, a sin to confess? How does the Holy Spirit want me to 
respond? Prayerfully ask, “Search me and know my heart oh God.” 

 
Make it Personal: Write out a prayer that reflects the things you’ve learned about God 
and yourself in today’s lesson.  
 
 
 
 
Going Deeper: David wrote Psalm 34 when he pretended to be crazy. He wrote Psalm 
57 when hiding in a cave. What do these Psalms tells us about how God strengthened 
David in these dark times of his life? 
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Lesson 3 
Man on the Run 
 
Bible Commentary on the passage: 

David’s life in exile (chaps. 21–26) 

As far as can be determined, David was a young man of no more than 20 when he was 
forced to leave Saul’s palace and his own home because of Saul’s relentless 
determination to destroy him. Driven to the wilderness area of Judah, the logical place 
because of his familiarity with it from childhood, David lived out a “Robin Hood” 
existence for nearly 10 years. This period of time is reckoned from the fact that David 
was 30 when he began to rule over Judah at Hebron (2 Sam. 5:4), his accession 
occurring immediately after Saul’s death (2 Sam. 2:10–11).  

David had spent a year and four months among the Philistines just before that (1 Sam. 
27:7) and, as just suggested, was only about 20 when exiled from Saul. The events of 
chapters 21–26 must then represent only a fraction of David’s activity during this period. 
But God was teaching David many things in those days, lessons David still shares with 
all who read his psalms which find their setting in this turbulent period of his life (see, 
e.g., Pss. 18; 34; 52; 54; 56–57). All these things were surely working together to 
prepare David to be the kind of leader who would glorify God and inspire His people.3 

																																																								
3 Eugene H. Merrill, “1 Samuel,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 
1985), 450. 
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Lesson 4 
It’s Okay to Grieve 
 
Context: David’s closest friend was King Saul’s son, Jonathan. Jonathan was a mighty 
warrior who, although he was next in line to take the throne, knew that God had rejected 
his father’s legacy and given the kingdom to David. Jonathan embraced not only this 
fact, but also David as a friend. In 1 Samuel 18:1-5 (and 20:1-42) we get a description of 
their close friendship and their commitment to God’s plan. Jonathan and his father King 
Saul die on the battlefield in the final chapter of 1 Samuel. It’s no surprise that at the 
news of Jonathan’s death, David is crushed and writes a song expressing his grief. 
That’s how 2 Samuel begins. 
 
Theological Reflection: Everyone is confronted with grief. It’s painful and often difficult 
to put into words. God is the comforter of those who mourn and near the broken 
hearted. No tear that is shed goes unnoticed to God. He sees your pain and will meet 
you in that time of grief.  
 
Read 2 Samuel 1:17-27 
 

Observation: What do I see? Who? What? Where? Why? When? How? Make 
as many observations as possible. 
 
Interpretation: What does it mean? What is this passage saying? What is it 
saying about God and humanity? What other verses in the Bible shed light on 
this passage? How does this passage point to Jesus? What questions do you 
have that remain unanswered?  
 
Application: What do I do? Is there a command to obey, a prayer to pray, an 
attitude to embrace, a sin to confess? How does the Holy Spirit want me to 
respond? Prayerfully ask, “Search me and know my heart oh God.” 

 
Make it Personal: Write out a prayer that reflects the things you’ve learned about God 
and yourself in today’s lesson.  
 
 
 
 
Going Deeper: Read Psalm 6 and prayerfully put each verse in your own words. 
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Lesson 4 
It’s Okay to Grieve 
 
Bible Commentary on the passage: 

 
1:17–27. David’s public expression of grief over the deaths of Saul and Jonathan 

has been preserved in a poem, “The Song of the Bow” (vv. 19–27). This in turn is part 
of a now-lost longer composition referred to by the historian as the Book of Jashar (cf. 
Josh. 10:13). The same epic contained the short quatrain sung by Joshua on the 
occasion of the defeat of the Amorite league (Josh. 10:12–13). 

In David’s song, which opens and closes with the refrain, How the mighty have 
fallen! (2 Sam. 1:19, 27; cf. 1:25) David warned against telling of the tragedy in Philistia 
lest the Philistine maidens rejoice (v. 20) just as the Israelite maidens had sung of the 
triumphs of Saul and David years before (1 Sam. 18:7). David then cursed the 
mountains of Gilboa for having been the stage of Saul and Jonathan’s heroic but 
fruitless defense against the enemy (2 Sam. 1:21–22). The undying loyalty of Jonathan 
comes in for special praise as David viewed father and son knit together in life … and 
in death (v. 23). Even though Saul had oppressed the people at times, he had also, 
David said, brought them luxury and bounty (v. 24). But it was Jonathan whom David 
celebrated with special pathos. All the years of their unbroken friendship are captured in 
his stirring tribute, Your love for me was wonderful, more wonderful than that of 
women.4 

																																																								
4 Eugene H. Merrill, “2 Samuel,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 
1985), 458. 
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Lesson 5 
The Promise of A Greater King 
 
Context: After King Saul and Jonathan’s death, it was time for David to step in as the 
King of Israel. One of Saul’s other sons tried to step in before David, but that wasn’t 
going to happen (2 Samuel 2-4). David becomes King and all the people recognize him 
as such. David praises God and dances with all his might as the Ark of the Covenant 
(symbolizing God’s presence) enters Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6). As King David reigns 
over Israel, God gives him a promise that one of his descendants will reign as King 
forever.   
 
Theological Reflection: David was a great King who loved God intensely. He was also 
a flawed King. A flawed man. He was not the perfect ruler, but pointed to one who would 
be greater than him. This descendant of his will become the King of kings and the Lord 
of lords.  
 
Read 2 Samuel 7:1-29 
 

Observation: What do I see? Who? What? Where? Why? When? How? Make 
as many observations as possible. 
 
Interpretation: What does it mean? What is this passage saying? What is it 
saying about God and humanity? What other verses in the Bible shed light on 
this passage? How does this passage point to Jesus? What questions do you 
have that remain unanswered?  
 
Application: What do I do? Is there a command to obey, a prayer to pray, an 
attitude to embrace, a sin to confess? How does the Holy Spirit want me to 
respond? Prayerfully ask, “Search me and know my heart oh God.” 

 
Make it Personal: Write out a prayer that reflects the things you’ve learned about God 
and yourself in today’s lesson.  
 
 
 
 
Going Deeper: Read Luke 1:26-38. How does the Angel Gabriel connect David to 
Jesus in his words to Mary?  
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Lesson 5 
The Promise of A Greater King 
 
Bible Commentary on the passage: 

The Lord’s Covenant (7:1–29). God’s covenant with David followed his humble 
display before the Lord and the Jerusalem crowds. After securing his kingdom, David 
showed his concern for the reputation of the Lord, who dwelt in the wilderness 
tabernacle and not in an impressive temple structure. The Lord, however, would build a 
“house” for David—not a building but a dynasty. The prophet Nathan instructed David in 
the Lord’s covenant. The Davidic covenant consisted of three eternal promises: a 
dynastic lineage, a kingdom, and a throne. The Lord would be as a father to David’s 
son, the Lord’s representative in the earth. If David’s descendants sinned, the Lord 
warned of chastening. But He promised never to annul His covenant. 

This covenant gave rise to the messianic hope in the Old Testament. Although 
David’s descendants failed, the people clung to the hope of a Greater David. The angel 
Gabriel echoed the words of David’s covenant when he announced the birth of Israel’s 
King, Jesus the Savior (Luke 1:32–33) 

David responded with praise, recognizing God’s greatness and the blessedness of 
His favor. He petitioned the Lord to keep His promise forever so that the Lord might be 
magnified by all nations.5 

																																																								
5 Kenneth A. Mathews, “The Historical Books,” in Holman Concise Bible Commentary, ed. David S. Dockery (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 125. 
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Lesson 6 
Don’t Put Your Guard Down 
 
Context: King David was a great leader. He wrote dozens of Psalms in the Bible. 
People made songs about him. He was a prayer warrior and a battle warrior.  But he 
was also a human. The same sinful nature that is rooted deep in our soul was rooted in 
his. During a time when kings should be off to war, David was home not doing what he 
was supposed to be doing. Each comprise weakened his sensitivity to the Spirit 
resulting in the sorrows of 2 Samuel 11-12  
 
Theological Reflection: Every person is born with a sin nature. Every person is just as 
vulnerable as the next to fall into deeper sin. No one is beyond falling. When we’re not 
relying on God, we invite all kinds of temptations into our lives.  
 
Read 2 Samuel 11:1-12:25 
 

Observation: What do I see? Who? What? Where? Why? When? How? Make 
as many observations as possible. 
 
Interpretation: What does it mean? What is this passage saying? What is it 
saying about God and humanity? What other verses in the Bible shed light on 
this passage? How does this passage point to Jesus? What questions do you 
have that remain unanswered?  
 
Application: What do I do? Is there a command to obey, a prayer to pray, an 
attitude to embrace, a sin to confess? How does the Holy Spirit want me to 
respond? Prayerfully ask, “Search me and know my heart oh God.” 

 
Make it Personal: Write out a prayer that reflects the things you’ve learned about God 
and yourself in today’s lesson.  
 
 
 
 
Going Deeper: Psalm 51 is a Psalm written by David after his sin was exposed. What 
you do verses 1-13 specifically teach us about sin, repentance (turning away from sin), 
and God’ s power to forgive?  
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Lesson 6 
Don’t Put Your Guard Down 
 
Bible Commentary on the passage: 

David’s Sin (11:1–27). Israel’s war with Ammon was the background for David’s sin 
against God. The author implied that David should have been at war rather than 
remaining behind. Perhaps his earlier successes gave him a sense of false security. 
The author’s description of David’s temptation is reminiscent of Achan’s sin (Josh. 7): 
he saw her, inquired about her, and then he took her. When Bathsheba learned of her 
pregnancy, David attempted to cover up his sin. He sent for her husband, Uriah the 
Hittite, who was in the field of battle. Uriah refused to go home to his wife, even at 
David’s insistence. Uriah did not want to enjoy his wife and home when the ark and 
armies of God were on the battlefield. 

In desperation David plotted with the aid of Joab to murder Uriah by exposing him to 
the Ammonites in battle. The plot succeeded, and David took Bathsheba as his wife. 
The sin, however, did not go unnoticed, for “the thing David had done displeased the 
LORD.”  

Nathan’s Oracle (12:1–31). About one year later, God sent Nathan to confront 
David. Nathan told a parable of a poor man’s only ewe lamb taken away by a rich man 
for his selfish pleasure. David, who as king was responsible for justice in the land, 
burned with anger against the culprit. Unwittingly, David condemned himself. Nathan 
accused the king, “You are the man! Nathan declared God’s judgment. Because he 
murdered Uriah by the sword, his household would likewise experience the sword. 
Since he took the wife of another man, David’s wives would be taken. And though David 
sinned in secret, he would be publicly humiliated before all Israel (see 15:16; 16:21–22). 
These curses were fulfilled by the deaths of three of David’s sons (Amnon, Absalom, 
and Adonijah) and the strife David’s reign experienced toward the end of his life. 

To David’s credit, however, he did not shirk his guilt as Saul did when Samuel 
accused him (see 1 Sam. 15). David confessed his guilt openly and lamented his 
spiritual impurity (see Ps. 51). The judgment of God began with the child of David and 
Bathsheba. David prayed and fasted earnestly for the child’s life. David had felt the 
heavy hand of God’s judgment, but he also knew God’s mercies. For that reason he 
prayed, believing God might deliver the child. Though the child was not spared, David 
believed that he would see the child again. In the midst of His chastening, God also was 
merciful to David and Bathsheba. God gave them another child, Solomon, whom the 
Lord named Jedidiah (“beloved of the LORD”). From their union came the king who 
would build the Lord’s temple and rule Israel during its golden age. Evidence of God’s 
continued forgiveness was Israel’s victory over the Ammonites—this time led by David 
himself.6 

																																																								
6 Kenneth A. Mathews, “The Historical Books,” in Holman Concise Bible Commentary, ed. David S. Dockery (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 127–128. 
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Lesson 7 
To Pray or Not To Pray 
 
Context: One of the greatest qualities we find in King David is his commitment to pray. 
One of the greatest disappointments we see in King David is his failure to pray. David 
was at his best when he was communing with the Lord and was most vulnerable when 
he went by his own desires. This lesson is a flashback to 1 Samuel when Saul and 
Jonathon were still alive. Let’s take a look at when David went to God before making big 
decisions.  
 
Theological Reflection: Prayer is powerful because God is powerful.  It is the means of 
ongoing communion with God where we can hear his will, receive his correction, 
experience his joy, and walk in humility. Through prayer, the Holy Spirit refines our 
character and draws us closer to God.  
 
Read 1 Samuel 23:1-14 
 

Observation: What do I see? Who? What? Where? Why? When? How? Make 
as many observations as possible. 
 
Interpretation: What does it mean? What is this passage saying? What is it 
saying about God and humanity? What other verses in the Bible shed light on 
this passage? How does this passage point to Jesus? What questions do you 
have that remain unanswered?  
 
Application: What do I do? Is there a command to obey, a prayer to pray, an 
attitude to embrace, a sin to confess? How does the Holy Spirit want me to 
respond? Prayerfully ask, “Search me and know my heart oh God.” 

 
Make it Personal: Write out a prayer that reflects the things you’ve learned about God 
and yourself in today’s lesson.  
 
 
Going Deeper: Compare how David prayed before a big decision in 1 Samuel 23 and 
how he failed to do so in the incident with Bathsheba in 2 Samuel 11. How should 
Philippians 4:6-9 inform our prayer life as followers of Jesus?  
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Lesson 7 
To Pray or Not To Pray 
 
Bible Commentary on the passage: 

The rescue of Keilah (23:1–6) 

1–6 The Philistine threat, relegated to the background for several chapters, returns to 
menace a town in Judah (v.1). Keilah, prominent in this chapter, is mentioned elsewhere 
in the OT only in Joshua 15:44 (which locates it in the western foothills of Judah; cf. 
Josh 15:21, 33) and Nehemiah 3:17–18 (where it gave its name to an administrative 
district of Judah after the Babylonian exile; it had apparently also been an important 
town much earlier, as references to Qīltu in the fourteenth-century Amarna letters 
indicate; cf. ANET, pp. 487, 489). Ancient Keilah is usually identified with the modern 
site of Khirbet Qila, located about eighteen miles southwest of Jerusalem and three 
miles southeast of Adullam. 

Just as Saul had saved Israel from “those who had plundered” them (see 14:48 and 
comment), so also David would save the people of Keilah from the Philistines who were 
“looting” (v.1) their threshing floors (same Heb. verb). In ancient Near Eastern towns, 
threshing floors often served as storage areas (2 Kings 6:27; Joel 2:24). 

David’s repeated inquiries to God concerning whether he should go to Keilah and 
attack the Philistines, together with their divine responses (vv.2, 4), are reminiscent of 
similar inquires and responses during the period of the judges (Judg 20:23, 28). Such 
inquiries usually made use of the sacred lots, the Urim and Thummim, stored in the 
priestly ephod (cf. v.6; see comment on 14:36, 40–42). When “David’s men” (v.3; see 
comment on 18:27) learned that the Lord had responded affirmatively to his first inquiry, 
they demurred. After all, they said, even in the relative security of certain parts of 
Judah—for example, the forest of Hereth (22:5–6)—“we” are afraid (v.3; the emphatic 
“we” balances and contrasts with the emphatic “they,” the subject of “are looting” in the 
MT of v.2). But going to Keilah, closer to Philistines who were in battle array and armed 
to the teeth, would be even worse—in fact, it would be too frightening to contemplate. 

David therefore inquired of the Lord again (v.4), and this time God told him that he 
himself (the “I” is emphatic) would guarantee David’s victory over the Philistines (the 
Lord’s earlier response [v.2] had not spelled out the means by which David would “save 
Keilah”). The promise of divine help apparently reassured David’s men, who then joined 
him in defeating the enemy. All the verbs in v.5, however, are singular in number, 
reflecting either (1) the lack of faith of David’s men or (2) the common attribution of 
success to the leader, even though it was clearly understood that he could not have 
succeeded on his own. Thus David “saved” the people of Keilah (v.5), as God had 
commanded (v.2) and promised (v.4). The account of the victory concludes with the 
parenthetical note that Abiathar had earlier brought the priestly ephod with him when he 
had fled from Nob and joined David (v.6; cf. 21:9; 22:20). As in chapter 17, so also here 
the Lord chooses not the rejected king but the fugitive king-elect to deliver his people 
from the Philistines7 

																																																								
7 Ronald F. Youngblood, “1, 2 Samuel,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, vol. 3 (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1992), 737–739. 



	 17	

Lesson 8 
We Need You, Oh Lord! 
 
Context: After David’s sin with Bathsheba—one of David’s several wives—and the death of 
their unborn child, his family begins to implode. David’s evil son Amnon rapes his half sister 
Tamar. Tamar’s full brother, Absalom kills Amnon in revenge. And David remains tragically 
quiet through it all (2 Samuel 13). Absalom was a man of attractive physical stature, 
charisma and influence (2 Samuel 14:25-27). He sees his father’s silence and growing 
weaknesses and conspires to overthrow King David. Absalom launches a successful coup 
and David—the great King David—is ousted from Jerusalem and on the run as in the days 
of Saul (2 Samuel 15).  

Some of David’s closest counselors betrayed him and sided with Absalom while 
others remained faithful to the king (2 Samuel 16-17). David’s long-time military 
commander, Joab, launched an attack against Absalom’s forces. Absalom attempts to 
retreat on his mule but his thick long hair gets stuck in a tree! His mule continues on and 
leaves Absalom suspended from the tree. Joab finds him there and executes Absalom 
putting an end to the rebellion (read it for yourself! 2 Samuel 18:9-15). A humbled and 
sorrowful David is restored as King (2 Samuel 19). At the end of his life, David reflects on 
both is frailty and God’s faithfulness. He realizes that he is weak and fails, but that God is 
his deliverer.  
 
Theological Reflection: We need God. We need him for courage to speak up in the 
face of evil and for victory in the midst of battles and adversity we face. He is 
omnipotent (all-powerful) and we are wise when we rest in his strength and not our own. 
 
Read 2 Samuel 22:1-20 and 47-51 
 

Observation: What do I see? Who? What? Where? Why? When? How? Make 
as many observations as possible. 
 
Interpretation: What does it mean? What is this passage saying? What is it 
saying about God and humanity? What other verses in the Bible shed light on 
this passage? How does this passage point to Jesus? What questions do you 
have that remain unanswered?  
 
Application: What do I do? Is there a command to obey, a prayer to pray, an 
attitude to embrace, a sin to confess? How does the Holy Spirit want me to 
respond? Prayerfully ask, “Search me and know my heart oh God.” 

 
Make it Personal: Write out a prayer that reflects the things you’ve learned about God 
and yourself in today’s lesson.  
 
Going Deeper: Read Romans 7:15-24. Notice how the apostle Paul wrestles with his 
sinful nature. His battle is like what we see in David and no doubt see in our own hearts. 
Where does Paul find his hope seeing how wretched he is?  
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Lesson 8 
We Need You, Oh Lord! 
 
Bible Commentary on the passage: 

22:1. [This poem] is found again in almost identical wording in Psalm 18, a piece that 
is generally classified from a literary standpoint as a royal hymn of thanksgiving. 

22:2–4. In a manner characteristic of this literary form, the Psalmist David first 
acknowledged the greatness and glory of the LORD in a series of designations—Rock 
… Fortress … Deliverer … Shield … Horn of … Salvation (see comments on 1 Sam. 
2:1), Stronghold (miśgoḇ; see comments on Ps. 9:9), Refuge, and Savior. All God’s 
exploits in the past and promises for the future are predicated on who He is. These 
descriptions of the LORD are especially appropriate in light of the setting of the song, 
that of flight, conflict, and victory. 

22:5–20 David was quite conscious of history and of God’s providential arrangement 
of its particulars. He saw this in respect to his own peculiar circumstances (vv. 5–7) 
which he described hyperbolically as being akin to death. So desperate had been his 
peril that death was imminent. It was only the mercy of God in response to his prayer 
which brought David salvation from heaven (His temple). 

From David, as a center of God’s saving purposes, the exploits of the Lord ranged 
almost concentrically to the arena of the whole earth (vv. 8–9). With reference, 
perhaps, to prevailing pagan myths about Creation, David showed that it is the Lord who 
controls the earth. In His anger He shook the whole cosmos as an expression of His 
concern for David. 

But the sovereignty of God goes even further. He is Lord also of the heavens (vv. 
10–16). Though Baal, the Canaanite god, was known to his worshipers as “the rider of 
the clouds,” it is Yahweh who is enthroned in the heavens and who reduces all 
Creation to His service. With lightning and a voice like thunder He cried out against 
His (and David’s) enemies, terrifying them. The God of Creation rearranged Creation, 
as it were, on David’s behalf. 

22:31–51. In the final section of the psalm David turned once more to the attributes 
of the LORD, but he connected them now to specific ways in which God had worked and 
would work on his behalf. God was described first as a Strengthener (vv. 31–35), One 
who is a Shield, a Rock, a Strength (lit., “strong Refuge” or “Fortress”), One who gives 
speed and power to His own servants. He is also a Shield (v. 36), and He protects 
against slipping and falling (vv. 36–37). Again, He is a Subduer of enemies (vv. 38–41). 
Through the LORD, David was able to pursue and destroy his enemies so that they 
could not rise again. 

Finally, David said that the Lord was his Savior (vv. 47–51). Though his enemies 
surrounded him and were about to destroy him, the Lord brought him through 
triumphantly. As a result David praised Him (v. 50) and acknowledged that all God’s 
benefits of the past were tokens of His promised blessings on both David and his 
descendants, blessings which will endure forever.8 

																																																								
8 Eugene H. Merrill, “2 Samuel,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 
1985), 479. 
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Lesson 9 
Pride Doesn’t Add Up 
 
Context: God was David’s protector, and help in times of trouble. He delivered David in 
many different ways. Among the ways God kept him safe was through a group of 
warriors known as “David’s Mighty Men” 2 Samuel 23:8-23). But, his mighty men 
couldn’t protect him from his own prideful heart. At the end of David’s life, we see yet 
one more of his failures. The book of 2 Samuel abruptly ends with this story because it 
was meant to teach us that as great as David was, he was not a perfect king nor was he 
the one to bring everlasting peace. In this story of David’s pride-driven census, we see 
his failure to listen to wisdom and also his compassion for the people who were affected 
by his actions.  
 
Theological Reflection: Our actions have consequences. God is merciful and 
forgiving, but pain and hurt (to ourselves and others) is still what follows many of our 
sinful choices.   
 
Read 2 Samuel 24:1-25 
 

Observation: What do I see? Who? What? Where? Why? When? How? Make 
as many observations as possible. 
 
Interpretation: What does it mean? What is this passage saying? What is it 
saying about God and humanity? What other verses in the Bible shed light on 
this passage? How does this passage point to Jesus? What questions do you 
have that remain unanswered?  
 
Application: What do I do? Is there a command to obey, a prayer to pray, an 
attitude to embrace, a sin to confess? How does the Holy Spirit want me to 
respond? Prayerfully ask, “Search me and know my heart oh God.” 

 
Make it Personal: Write out a prayer that reflects the things you’ve learned about God 
and yourself in today’s lesson.  
 
 
 
 
Going Deeper: How does 2 Chronicles 7:14 relate to this story? How should the truths 
we learn in that passage affect the way that we pray? What kind of prayer should you 
pray at this moment for your own nation?  
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Lesson 9 
Pride Doesn’t Add Up 
 
Bible Commentary on the passage: 

David’s Pride (24:1–25). The final episode of the appendix concerns the plague the 
Lord brought against Israel because of David’s sin. It parallels the beginning story of the 
appendix where Israel suffered famine because of Saul’s sin (21:1–14). The specific 
reason for God’s anger at Israel is unstated. The Lord, however, used David’s census to 
chasten the people by plague. In the parallel passage (1 Chr. 21:1) the author explained 
that the immediate cause for David’s sin was the work of Satan. 

David’s taking of the census was an indication of his pride and self-reliance. In the 
law the taking of a census required an atonement price to avert plague (Exod. 30:11–
16). God instructed the prophet Gad to announce His judgment on Israel. God 
presented David a choice of three punishments—famine, plague, or war. These three 
sanctions were the curses God threatened to bring upon Israel for breaking the 
covenant (Deut. 28). David wisely placed himself at the mercy of God and not the 
temperament of man. The Lord punished Israel by a devastating plague. David 
confessed that he was guilty for misleading the sheep of Israel. 

To make atonement for Israel, the prophet Gad instructed David to build an altar at 
the threshing floor of Araunah. There David had seen the avenging angel carry out the 
deadly plague. He would later choose this site for the building of the temple (1 Chr. 
22:1). 

Araunah offered to give the floor to the king, but David knew that acceptable 
atonement required a price. He built the altar, offered sacrifices, and prayed in behalf of 
his people. The Lord acknowledged David’s intercession, and the plague ceased. 

David suffered short- and long-term consequences of his sin. His sin did not, 
however, thwart God’s ultimate, saving purpose for and through him. “In all things God 
works for the good of those who love him” (Rom. 8:28). God worked through the lives of 
David and Bathsheba to give Israel its next king (Solomon) and, in time, its Messiah 
(Matt. 1:6). God continues to work through the lives of repentant sinners. “Thanks be to 
God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Rom. 7:25).9 

																																																								
9 Kenneth A. Mathews, “The Historical Books,” in Holman Concise Bible Commentary, ed. David S. Dockery (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 131–132. 
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