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Preface 

The church is God’s primary vehicle for bringing Christ’s message of hope to our world. It is a 

privilege to be part of God’s Kingdom and to live as servants in the Crosspoint community. 

Membership in the local church empowers us to be accountable to Christ and to each other. It 

provides us with life-transforming feedback and encouragement, and protects us from the 

deception and schemes of the enemy. 

Membership also demonstrates our connection to Christ and to other members of his body. It is 

commitment that works toward the building of the body of Christ, for his cause in this world. What 

a privilege, honour, calling, and responsibility to be part of all that God is doing through his church 

in these days. 
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Introduction 

Crosspoint Church was established with a clear mission, vision, and set of values that directed our 

course in our early years. As we continue to grow as a church family, and as we seek to accomplish 

those outcomes that God has called us to, the question can be asked, “Who is responsible to ensure 

that we stay true to our calling, and who should participate in determining what our continuing 

journey looks like?” Crosspoint’s covenant members will play a significant role in shaping the future 

of our church. 

In developing this Self Study Membership Manual, Crosspoint’s leadership understands that in 

order for membership to have real value, it must call members to a life that is consistent with the 

vision and core values we believe God has called us to as a church. We want to aspire to something 

greater than ‘token’ or ‘card carrying’ membership. Therefore, we have embraced a process that 

sees membership as a sacred responsibility. While no membership process is perfect, membership 

is important enough that we are willing to do the hard work of getting it right. 

At first glance, the size of this manual can seem intimidating. Please don’t let that deter you from 

moving ahead. We believe that completing this manual will enrich your spiritual life – prayerfully 

studying God’s word will always have this effect. It will also help to align and unite every member 

together under a biblical, collective vision for making disciples. Please know that there is no time 

limit for completing this course. You might complete it in one sitting, or you might incorporate it 

into your daily study/devotion time. Whatever the case, we anticipate the course will typically 

require from five to ten hours to complete. 

Here’s a brief overview of what’s ahead: 

In Section One, we look at the church, starting with the universal church, then The Christian and 

Missionary Alliance in Canada, and, finally, Crosspoint Church. 

Section Two will examine membership. We will provide answers to the questions “Why should I 

become a member?”, “How do I become a member?”, and “What are the requirements/ 

characteristics of a member?” 

Section Three unpacks the “Five Marks of a Disciple” in a self-study format. Here you will be asked 
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to interact with scripture as it relates to these characteristics and to provide short answers. 

Section Four guides you through the qualifications of membership at Crosspoint Church, allowing 

you to reflect on and respond to these qualifications. 

Section Five explains the process for the membership interview, membership acknowledgment, 

and membership renewal. 

Section Six is the membership covenant; the agreement you will need to sign in order to become 

a member. 

Finally, all scripture references are from the NIV translation, unless otherwise noted. 
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Section 1—THE CHURCH 

What is the Church? 

The church is made up of people who are spiritually regenerated and joined together with our 

Heavenly Father, by the Holy Spirit, through our common faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, 

with the mission of furthering God’s Kingdom here on earth, for the ultimate purpose of glorying 

God. 

The Church: Both Universal and Local 

The universal church consists of all people past and present, who have confessed Jesus Christ as 

Saviour and Lord. In 1 Corinthians 15:9, Paul claims that he persecuted “the church of God” prior 

to his conversion. In Ephesians 1:19-23, Paul refers collectively to the followers of Christ as “the 

church”. 

We are also part of a local church, meaning we assemble with others, both believers and 

unbelievers, in our region, city, or community. While there are shared fundamental doctrines, 

each assembly has its own uniqueness based on a particular cultural expression, style, and 

theological emphasis. 

Several references in Acts mention specific regional assemblies such as “the church at Jerusalem” 

(Acts 11:22) and “the church at Antioch” (Acts 13:1). In Hebrews 10:25 we are admonished to “not 

give up meeting together”. 

Clearly, as Christians, we have a connection with believers throughout history, the intangible 

universal church. However, we are also called to be in relationship with believers in our own time 

and region, members of a tangible local church. The local church is the visible subset of the glorious 

universal church. 
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Scriptural Metaphors Describing the Church 

Various metaphors have been used by writers of the New Testament to describe the nature of the 

church. These metaphors are instructive in appreciating our relationship to God and to each other. 

Family 

God is our Father, we are his children and brothers and sisters to each other. 1 

Body 

A vital living organism that consists of many parts capable of coordination and cooperative 

efforts.2 

Branches 

We are an extension of Christ, as a branch extends from a vine.3 

Bride 

As a groom adores his bride, so are we the object of God’s love.4 

Temple 

We are the dwelling place for the Holy Spirit.5 

 

God expects the church to be: relational (family), capable (body), growing and bearing fruit 

(branches), pure (bride), and holy (temple). 

  

                                                      

1 John 1:12, Ephesians 3:15 
2 Romans 12:3-8 
3 John 15 

4 Ephesians 5:25-30 
5 1 Corinthians 6:19 
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What is a local church? 

At the outset, it’s important to be clear about what a church is not. It is not a building, a 

denomination, a parachurch society, an organization, or a business. 

A local church is a local expression of the universal church; therefore, it is a community of 

regenerated believers who confess Jesus Christ as Lord. These believers live in glad submission 

to the authority of Scripture and organize under biblically qualified leadership. They also gather 

regularly for preaching of the Word of God, and worship and observe the biblical sacraments of 

baptism and communion. They are unified as one body, through the Holy Spirit, to fulfill the Great 

Commandment and the Great Commission. They are also committed to holiness and 

representing Christ to the world. They do all of these for God’s glory and their joy. 
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The Crosspoint Church Story 

This section covers our history as a denomination and a local church; our statement of faith; our 

denominational distinctives; as well as Crosspoint’s mission, vision, values, and governance affairs. 

Our Christian and Missionary Alliance Roots 

Crosspoint Church was birthed out of Beulah Alliance Church in September 2010. It hosted its 

first Sunday Gathering on October 17, 2010 after five weeks of pre-launch Sundays. The church 

planter, Rob Chartrand, and his family started with over one-hundred people from Beulah, plus 

a dozen other families from other Alliance churches. Beulah supported the plant with significant 

financial backing, as did the Western Canadian District, and other churches, including Sherwood 

Park Alliance Church, Heartland Alliance Church, and Southgate Alliance Church. The Crosspoint 

story therefore began with collaboration from many churches desiring to see the kingdom of God 

planted in northeast Edmonton. 

But the story of Crosspoint reaches back in time, much earlier than 2010, to the birth of The Chris- 

tian and Missionary Alliance over 100 years ago. Imagine the year 1857: 35 years before 

Edmonton was incorporated as a town, what would become Northeast Edmonton was but bald 

prairie, and Canadian confederation was still ten years away. God was at work, nearly 5300 

kilometers away in Prince Edward Island, in the heart of 14-year-old Albert Benjamin Simpson 

(1843-1919), as he accepted Christ in the library of his tutor. 

A.B. Simpson dedicated himself to the service of his Savior, and God honored his dedication by 

igniting within his spirit a passion for reaching the souls of the poor neglected masses at home 

and abroad. At 21, he preached his first sermon at Knox Presbyterian Church in Hamilton. 

Simpson was 32 when he began holding evangelistic campaigns (known at the time as crusades, 

in the Billy Graham sense of the word) in Louisville, Kentucky. God showed up, and approximately 

6000 people came to accept Christ as their Saviour. But while God was moving through Simpson’s 

ministry, he was also calling Simpson to a deeper relationship with him. In his late 30s Simpson 

experienced divine healing of his respiratory problems and chronic heart disorder. This life-

altering experience led to further seeking and eventually to embracing baptism by water 

immersion. Ultimately God’s plan of revealing himself to Simpson caused him to seek the in-filling 

of the Holy Spirit. 

As Simpson put it, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a second chapter in one’s spiritual history, a 

transition from the regeneration of the conversion experience to the transformation into “the 

temple of the Holy Ghost.” Out of this experience flows: the power to manifest holy character, 

supernatural gifts, and divine healing; the capacity to receive divine guidance and to endure 

suffering in the service of Christ; and the authority for governing the Church. 
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A.B. Simpson, at 42 years of age, and filled with the Holy Spirit, would experience a God-ordained 

meeting with a Toronto pastor, John Salmon. Salmon had launched an independent ministry to 

the “least, last and lost.” The kindred spirits of Salmon and Simpson forged an instant lifelong 

friendship as they combined their two ministries into a single effort, The Christian and Missionary 

Alliance. The Alliance was birthed in 1887 with the first ordained missionary, Dr. William Cassidy, 

a medical doctor from Toronto, who was being commissioned to work in China. Sadly, Dr. Cassidy 

died of smallpox on his way to China, yet his willingness to go where God leads exemplifies the 

spirit of the Alliance church, even today. 

 

Growth of the Movement 

The Christian and Missionary Alliance movement grew during the 1920s in both Canada and the 

United States. In Canada, saddle-bag preachers visited homesteads in the west, and evangelistic 

campaigns in the east saw many come to Christ. In 1921, a small unorganized group in Edmonton 

calling itself the Beulah Mission sent a letter to District Superintendent Roffe, which resulted in 

John Henry Woodward preaching his first sermon to a congregation of about 30 people in 

Edmonton. In the later 20s, the Alliance movement launched a radio ministry; a technology that 

extended the good news message to thousands of people across the prairies, British Columbia, 

Alaska, the Yukon, and the Northwestern United States. 

While North America sank into the depression of the dirty 30s, people turned to God in 

tremendous numbers, causing the Alliance movement to grow in stark contrast to the economy 

of the day. Then, throughout the 40s and 50s, the Alliance movement saw steady growth. 

Since its inception, Beulah Alliance Church (formerly Beulah Mission, then Beulah Tabernacle), 

would continue to be a flagship church in Edmonton and its surrounding region, launching 

multiple churches. Crosspoint was therefore birthed out of a church with a longstanding history 

of multiplication. 

The Christian and Missionary Alliance gained recognition as an official denomination in North 

America in 1974 and convened their first Canadian General Assembly of 228 churches in 1980. In 

1987 they celebrated a centennial year by commissioning 204 Canadian missionaries worldwide. 

The Alliance message has continued to offer people hope in the truth of the Bible, the redemptive 

love of our Savior, and the belief that lives could be transformed through God’s power. 
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Statement of Faith 

A “Statement of Faith” is a set of core biblical beliefs that form the doctrinal foundation for 

everything we do, both as a denomination and as a church. Our statement of faith is a common 

bond that links us with our sister churches of The Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada. 

1. There is one God6, who is infinitely perfect7, existing eternally in three persons: Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit8.  

2. Jesus Christ is true God and true man9.  He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary10.  He died upon the cross, the just for the unjust, as a substitutionary sacrifice, 

and all who believe in him are justified on the ground of his shed blood. He arose from the 

dead according to the Scriptures11.  He is now at the right hand of the Majesty on high as 

our great High Priest12.  He will come again to establish his kingdom of righteousness and 

peace13.  

3. The Holy Spirit is a divine person, sent to indwell14, guide, teach and empower the believer, 

and to convince the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment15.  

4. The Old and New Testaments, inerrant as originally given, were verbally inspired by God 

and are a complete revelation of his will for the salvation of people. They constitute the 

divine and only rule of Christian faith and practice.16 

5. Humankind, originally created in the image and likeness of God17, fell through disobedience, 

incurring thereby both physical and spiritual death. All people are born with a sinful nature, 

are separated from the life of God, and can be saved only through the atoning work of the 

Lord Jesus Christ18. The destiny of the impenitent and unbelieving is existence forever in 

conscious torment, but that of the believer is everlasting joy and bliss19.  

6. Salvation has been provided only through Jesus Christ. Those who repent and believe in him 

are united with Christ through the Holy Spirit and are thereby regenerated (born again), 

justified, sanctified and granted the gift of eternal life as adopted children of God20. 

7. It is the will of God that in union with Christ, each believer should be sanctified thoroughly21, 

                                                      

6 Isaiah 44:6; 45:5-6 
7 Matthew 5:48; Deut. 32:4 
8 Matthew 3:16-17; 28:19 
9 Philippians 2:6-11; Hebrews 2:14-18; Colossians 2:9 
10 Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:35 
11 1 Corinthians 15:3-5; 1 John 2:2; Acts 13:39 
12 Hebrews 4:14-15; 9:24-28 
13 Matthew 25:31-34; Acts 1:11 

14 John 14:16-17 
15 John 16:7-11; 1 Corinthians 2:10-12 
16 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21 
17 Genesis 1:27 
18 Romans 8:8; 1 John 2:2 
19 Matthew 25:41-46; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 
20 Titus 3:5-7; Acts 2:38; John 1:12; 1 Corinthians 6:11 
21 1 Thessalonians 5:23 
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thereby being separated from sin and the world and fully dedicated to God, receiving power 

for holy living and sacrificial and effective service toward the completion of Christ’s 

commission22. 

This is accomplished through being filled with the Holy Spirit, which is both a distinct event 

and a progressive experience in the life of the believer23. 

8. Provision is made in the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ for the healing of the 

mortal body. Prayer for the sick and anointing with oil as taught in the Scriptures, are 

privileges for the Church in this present age24. 

9. The universal Church, of which Christ is the head, consists of all those who believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, are redeemed through his blood, regenerated by the Holy Spirit, and 

commissioned by Christ to go into all the world as a witness, preaching the Gospel to all 

nations25. 

The local church, the visible expression of the universal Church, is a body of believers in 

Christ who are joined together to worship God, to observe the ordinances of Baptism and 

the Lord’s Supper, to pray, to be edified through the Word of God, to fellowship and to 

testify in word and deed to the good news of salvation both locally and globally. The local 

church enters into relationships with other like-minded churches for accountability, 

encouragement and mission26. 

10. There shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust: for the former, a 

resurrection unto life27; for the latter, a resurrection unto judgment28. 

11. The second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is imminent and will be personal and visible29. 

As the believer’s blessed hope, this vital truth is an incentive for holy living and sacrificial 

service toward the completion of Christ’s commission30. 

  

                                                      

22 Acts 1:8 
23 Romans 12:1-2; Galatians 5:16-25 
24 Matthew 8:16-17; James 5:13-16 
25 Ephesians 3:6-12; 1:22-23 
26 Acts 2:41-47; Hebrews 10:25; Matthew 28:19-20; 
Acts 1:8, 11:19-30; 15 

27 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 
28 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 
29 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 
30 1 Corinthians 1:7; Titus 2:11-14; Matthew 24:14; 
28:18-20 
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Denominational Distinctives of The Christian and 

Missionary Alliance 

CHRIST OUR SAVIOR 

The great overriding theme of Scripture is salvation. Since the beginning of time, God has been 

prepared to respond to man’s lost-ness and his inability to do anything about it. The gospel offers 

forgiveness, justification, and eternal life to sinners through faith in Jesus Christ. 

We proclaim that Jesus Christ died for our sins, the just for the unjust, and gave his life as a ransom 

for our lives. We teach that we are redeemed through his precious blood, justified by his death and 

resurrection, made righteous through his righteousness, and accepted by God in his name. 

The person who puts his or her personal trust in Jesus Christ as Savior becomes a new creation. 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8) 

 

CHRIST OUR SANCTIFIER 

Sanctification occurs when Jesus Christ dwells in our hearts and walks in our steps so that we live 

like him. Coming to the end of ourselves, we willingly replace our self-sufficiency with the 

complete lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Simply depending on Christ alone moment by moment, we yield ourselves completely to God 

and place full confidence in Christ our Sanctifier to live his life through us each day. 

The Holy Spirit works within us to reveal Jesus known to us as our Sanctifier, who supplies every 

need of our spiritual life. This experience marks a definite and distinct crisis in the history of a 

person’s relationship with Christ. 

“who have been chosen…through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus 

Christ and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.” (1 Peter 1:2) 
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CHRIST OUR HEALER 

Through his death and resurrection, Jesus purchased and provided physical strength and healing 

for believing, obedient Christ-followers. He bore our sins and our sicknesses on the cross. By faith, 

we draw strength and health from his life and his touch until our life’s work is done. 

Laying hold of Christ’s healing power involves three conditions: First, we must be completely 

yielded to Jesus, living in such a way that serves and honours him. Second, we must believe 

without doubt the biblical promise for our own physical strength and healing. Third, we must 

abide in Christ for our physical life, drawing our strength and depending continually on him. 

“[Jesus] healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 

‘He took up our infirmities, and carried our diseases.’” (Matthew 8:16-17) 

 

CHRIST OUR COMING KING 

Jesus will personally return to earth as visibly as when he ascended. His coming will establish the 

millennium, his glorious reign of righteousness and peace. He will be the enthroned King of kings 

and Lord of lords before whom every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord. 

We are motivated by his imminent return to proclaim the gospel to as many as possible. The hope 

of Christ’s return calls us to holiness, watchfulness and to an earnest faithfulness in sending the 

gospel message to every person on earth. 

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 

nations, and then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14) 

“This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) 
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Mission, Vision, and Values 

 

OUR MISSION: 

helping people become fully-devoted 

followers of Christ 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

Crosspoint Church embodies the heart of our denomination, while reflecting our unique church 

community through our Mission, Vision, and Values. Scripture is abundantly clear that every 

believer in Christ is a disciple, a follower who is being spiritually transformed through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, into the likeness of Christ. Every believer is on a spiritual continuum, from 

immaturity to maturity. The next page describes the Five Marks of a Disciple. As a community of 

disciples, we will strive to embody these five marks, both individually and collectively. 
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The Five Marks of a Disciple 

 

 MARK VISION 

1 GROWTH We will imitate Jesus, because we are his followers. Every believer in 

Christ is a disciple and every disciple is a believer. We therefore live in 

glad submission to him, being transformed through the power and 

guidance of the Holy Spirit, as we live in the gospel. 

2 PURSUIT We will seek to know God personally and corporately. We will seek 

him through prayer, know him and his will through the Word, and 

worship him as a lifestyle, loving him with all our heart, mind, soul, 

and strength. 

3 COMMUNITY We will live life together in small groups, practicing the “one- 

anothers” of Scripture in loving, transparent, accountable, and truth- 

telling relationships. 

4 SERVICE We will be the hands and feet of Jesus to our church community and 

our city, through the sacrificial giving of our time, treasure, and 

talents. We will discover, develop, and use our gifts for the glory of 

God and building up of his body. 

5 MISSION We will make disciples and mature disciples, through evangelism and 

edification. We will share the gospel, in word and in deed. We will 

incarnate the gospel in our families, neighbourhoods and 

workplaces—or wherever Christ sends us to go. 
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Our Values 

Since its inception, Crosspoint has embraced a set of values that help refine its mission and 

direction. They describe the how of ministry more than the what of ministry. 

Gospel-Centred 

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 

firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. (1 Corinthians 

15:1-2) 

Our community will be soaked with the gospel – squeeze us and see what comes out. The gospel is 

the good news that God is restoring all things, through Jesus, and that includes us. This gospel is 

for all people at all times – no matter who you are, where you come from, or what you have done. 

It is boundless, unstoppable. We participate in the gospel when we turn to Christ, trust in Him, and 

allow him to work in us. Our community will reflect God’s limitless, unbridled love for people. It will 

be embodied in our teaching, how we do life together, and how we love our city. 

Transformational 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19) 

God takes us just as we are, but doesn’t leave us there. The gospel is transforming. As we embrace 

God’s love for us, and surrender to the work of the Holy Spirit, he changes us from the inside out. 

We will be a people striving to be who God intended us to be: holy, good, and victorious. This is a 

life-long journey of discipleship that we will pursue together. We will be a church community that 

devours God’s Word and follows the direction of God’s Spirit. 
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God-Dependent 

The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 

from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." (John 3:8) 

We will be a people who learn to pray. We believe that when we pray, God moves mountains too 

large for us to budge. We will seek God’s guidance in all things. Prayer will be the breath that gives 

life to all we do. We will participate together in prayer whenever we gather. There will be times 

when we will call our community to fast and pray if confronted with impossible or weighty 

challenges. 

Externally Focused 

The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

(Galatians 5:14) 

We want to be the hands and feet of Jesus to a world in need. We believe that God is on a mission 

in the world and we are to join him in that mission. This colours how we envision the church. The 

church is not a building you go to. It is a community of people who join Jesus in the world in his 

redemptive mission. This mission is a way of life for us. Therefore, we will be a community of people 

who are being the hands and feet and voice of Jesus. We will find ways for our community to do 

this together, whether locally or globally. And we will inspire our people to do this everywhere they 

are. 

Culturally Oriented 

I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all 

this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. (1 Corinthians 9:22b-23) 

We will keep an ear to the ground to uncover the issues in culture that need to be addressed with 

the truth of the gospel. We will help people make sense of these issues from a faith perspective. 

We believe the best way to stay culturally oriented is to dial in to what’s going on with our emerging 

generations. We see this emerging culture as multi-ethnic, diverse, eclectic, postmodern, post-

Christian, global, and mobile. We want to explain how faith makes sense in this emerging, fluid 

culture. 
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Multi-Ethnic 

Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 

free, but Christ is all, and is in all. (Colossians 3:11) 

Northeast Edmonton has a diverse, multi-ethnic community. We want our church community to 

reflect and celebrate this rich collection of people groups. We will be intentional about developing 

a mosaic mind-set. We believe that God loves all people, regardless of race, gender, height, hockey 

team, or even coffee preference. The church is to be a kaleidoscope of beautiful colours, sizes, 

genders, ages, and shapes. 

Reproducing 

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 

Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants 

and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches. (Matthew 

13:31-32) 

God’s kingdom is growing, expanding. It cannot be restrained. We are a people marked by our 

“sent-ness”. We will be a reproducing movement and a sending community. We believe that we 

will help plant new church communities beyond Crosspoint. We believe that someday some of our 

members will feel compelled to follow God in his mission somewhere else in the world. We will 

send them out with joy. 

Our Organization 

Crosspoint Church is a member of a worldwide family of churches known as The Christian and 

Missionary Alliance in Canada. Organized locally, the church is governed by the “Local Church 

Constitution”. The highest functioning authority of the local church is the Board of Elders, which 

is responsible to the local membership and answerable to the superintendent of the Western 

Canadian District of the C&MA. 

Governance of the church is carried out at annual meetings of the membership. Business affairs 

such as receiving reports and financial statements and electing Board members, are a 

responsibility and privilege of membership. 

The church operates to its fullest potential when members exercise their talents and gifts in the 

service of their local congregation.  
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Section 2—MEMBERSHIP 

Why Membership? 

The most important criterion of membership is to be a follower of Christ. But the question may be 

asked, “Do followers of Christ necessarily need to be members of churches?” How is membership 

any more meaningful than regular attendance? Consider the following four reasons to become a 

member of a local church: 

First, the precedent of local believers joining together to build each other’s faith dates back to the 

book of Acts. While they may not have had formal membership, the early believers clearly 

belonged to specific local gatherings in deeply committed relationships. 

Second, membership is a public declaration of one’s commitment to the health and vitality of a 

local body of believers. Commitment may be a passé idea in other spheres of our post-modern 

culture, but in the discipleship journey of a Christ-follower, commitment is a major step toward 

spiritual growth and maturity. The Bible calls for us to “submit to one another out of reverence 

for Christ” (Eph 5:21). 

Third, membership is a way to identify and unify believers who are aligned with the mission, vision, 

and values of a local body, and are willing to be counted on to build and sustain the ministries of 

the church. 

Finally, membership offers the privilege and responsibility of participating in the business affairs 

of the church. Electing elders, approving budgets, and voting at congregational meetings are all 

member-only activities. As a member, you may even be called to an appointed or elected office 

within the church. Strong membership and church governance is like the skeletal system of the 

human body. A weak skeletal system can cause the body to quickly break down; but a strong 

skeletal system helps ensure health and vitality for the body.  
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The Membership Process 

The process of becoming a member has four steps: 

Orientation: Using the self-study section of this guide, we invite you to reflect on the biblical 

precepts for membership with Crosspoint Church. The self-study materials are designed to guide 

you in a self-assessment of your spiritual growth and readiness for the commitment of 

membership. Take as much time as you need. It is important to understand the commitment you 

are contemplating. 

 

Affirmation: The second step in the membership process provides you with the opportunity to 

agree with a core set of values and beliefs held in common by the members of Crosspoint, as well 

as the larger denomination. The affirmation step provides an opportunity to review the evidence 

of God’s work in your life. 

 

Interview: An informal interview will be arranged to review your affirmation material. Any 

difficulties arising out of the interview can be referred to a senior staff member or elder. If your 

affirmations are aligned with the mission and vision of Crosspoint, both you and the interviewer 

will confirm the membership by signing the Crosspoint Church Membership Covenant. 

 

Acknowledgment: The final stage of the process is public recognition in our weekend bulletin, 

introducing you as a new member to the congregation at large. This gives the entire local body a 

chance to acknowledge the growth of our church family. 

Reviewing the steps toward membership in the diagram on the opposite page provides a better 

understanding of the overall process and the options available at each decision point on the path. 

The decision to seek membership is a self-initiating process. Given that you are reading this guide, 

you have already started the investigation process. As you proceed, please feel assured that at any 

time if you have any uncertainties or concerns, you are invited to arrange a meeting with a senior 

staff member or elder to further discuss the issues. 
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Am I ready to commit, 

knowing what 

membership entails? 

 

Do I agree with the 

affirmation statements? 

Did the interview confirm 

my membership 

eligibility? 

Orientation Arrange a meeting with 
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or elder to discuss any 

uncertainties. 

No 

Yes 

Affirmation 

No 

Yes 

Interview 

No 
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Characteristics of a Member 

Every member of Crosspoint Church seeks to glorify Christ with his or her life. We do this as we 

grow in spiritual maturity, being transformed into his image. We are his imitators, and follow 

Christ’s life example. The Bible reveals to us God’s picture of a maturing follower of Christ. 

Five Marks of a Disciple 

Based on our Five Marks of a Disciple, we have provided below an expanded understanding of the 

responsibilities and practices that each member of the church will embody, both individually and 

corporately. As a covenant community, we aspire to each mark and hold each other accountable 

to them, in glad submission to one another. 

GROWTH 

God desires that his children imitate and become like him. As a result, members of Crosspoint will 

be disciples who: 

• Grow to spiritual maturity through the lens of the gospel

• Seek to live a life of obedience to God’s Word

• Are filled with the Holy Spirit as they give him control and trust him for empowerment

• Walk in obedience through believer’s baptism

PURSUIT 

God is knowable and desires that every believer will seek to know him and love him through 

worship, prayer, and his Word. As a result, members at Crosspoint will be disciples who: 

• Pursue a personal relationship with God through study, prayer, and spiritual disciplines

• Gather regularly with other believers to celebrate communion and to participate in 

corporate praise and worship
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COMMUNITY 

God exists in perfect community of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and has created us in his image, 

to live in community. As a result, members of Crosspoint will be disciples who: 

• Actively engage in a transformational Home Group

• Practice the “one-anothers” of Scripture, to build up the Body of Christ

• Resolve conflicts, as they arise, by truth-telling, forgiving, and reconciling

• Actively participate in the decision-making process of the church

• Submit to the loving leadership and oversight of the Board of Elders

SERVICE 

God sent his Son as a generous servant who calls us to serve and give selflessly, just as he did. As a 

result, members of Crosspoint will be disciples who: 

• Contribute to meeting the practical needs of those around them

• Commit to developing and using their spiritual gifts

• Participate whole-heartedly in Crosspoint’s ministries and initiatives

• Give sacrificially of their time, abilities, and financial resources

MISSION 

God commands his followers to go and make disciples of all nations, both locally and across the 

globe, through proclaiming the gospel. As a result, members of Crosspoint will be disciples who: 

• Look for opportunities to share the good news with those around them

• Represent Jesus well as they live their life in the workplace and community

• Are willing to go and/or support others who go to take the message of Jesus around the globe

 

 

 



Section 3—ORIENTATION :: Introduction to Membership Self-Study 

 

26 
 

Section 3—ORIENTATION 

 

Introduction to Membership Self-Study 

The objective of this initial step is to ensure that prospective members understand the character 

qualifications for membership and the corresponding responsibilities and benefits of membership. 

We invite you to complete this self-study program at your own pace.  

The purpose of this self-study investigation is to give you an opportunity to assess your own 

spiritual growth and to conclude if membership is the next step in your spiritual journey. The 

conclusions you reach about your spiritual life are confidential. If uncertainties arise it may be 

advisable to discuss your concerns with a staff member or elder. As with most self-discovery 

processes, this exercise will be valuable to the degree that you are open and honest with your 

answers.  
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MARK 1: GROWTH 

“I think we need to throw out this plant, it’s all withered and brown.” 

“The company is in trouble; our net sales have leveled off for the last four quarters.” 

“Christina is already two months old but hasn’t grown beyond her 

birth weight, we’ve got to do something, Doctor!” 

What do the above statements have in common? They all assume that vital things grow. All living 

organisms are programmed by their DNA to go through stages of growth until they eventually reach 

maturity. To be alive, by God’s design, is to change and grow. 

Why then do some Christians not mature spiritually? What steps can we take to protect our own 

spiritual health when we stagnate and stop growing? A word commonly used to describe our 

spiritual growth into Christlikeness is discipleship. Discipleship is the key to experiencing all God 

has for you in the Kingdom. 

Worship flows out of our relationship with God, and begins with our first encounter of God’s grace. 

Discipleship is about our ongoing response to God’s grace over a lifetime. Our walk with God begins 

by grace and continues by grace. Some Kingdom dwellers fall into the trap of thinking their work, 

or following the rules, automatically produces spiritual maturity. To try to grow through one’s own 

efforts alone is as much out of harmony with God’s plan as not growing at all. Both lead to spiritual 

frustration. 

Discipleship involves both owning the responsibility to grow, which requires resisting what keeps 

us from maturing, and trusting in the help and power of the Holy Spirit, to bring about Christ-like 

character in us. If we commit to moving forward, we will experience the blessings of Kingdom life 

in our everyday lives, and marvel at the miracle of spiritual growth. 

  



Section 3—ORIENTATION :: MARK 1: GROWTH 

 

28 
 

The Gospel Story 

Foundational to our faith journey is an understanding of the gospel story. Often, we shrink the 

gospel into a simple phrase like, “Jesus died for you, so if you ask him for forgiveness, you can go 

to heaven and be with him forever.” This, however, is a truncated version of the gospel. The gospel 

is much more than this, far more expansive, and far more cosmic in its implications. There are four 

fundamental elements to the gospel story: Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Re-creation (or 

Restoration). Below you will find a summary of each of these elements: 

CREATION 

God, who has always existed, created everything. He is good, right, perfect and holy. At the sound 

of his voice, galaxies formed and the smallest organisms came to life. Water was pure, creation was 

untainted, and the world was perfect. Then God created man and woman, Adam and Eve, and 

placed them in a beautiful garden and trusted them to rule over all of his creation on earth. God 

lived closely with them, spending time with them daily. 

Why do you think it’s important to understand God as Creator? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

FALL 

Then Satan entered into the story. He twisted the words of God and promised a better way for 

Adam and Eve. Adam and Eve doubted God’s goodness and trustworthiness and so chose to rebel 

against him and his authority. Because God is good and holy, he could not allow evil and rebellion 

to abide in his presence. Adam and Eve were sent out from the garden, separated from their 

Creator. Sin entered the world, and they were now subject to sickness, pain, and death. 

After leaving the garden, the number of humans on earth grew rapidly. Sin spread to Adam and 

Eve’s sons—and from generation to generation. The results have been war, violence, dishonesty, 

greed, relational breakdown, betrayal. 

What does this teach us about the nature and consequences of sin? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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REDEMPTION 

God formed a covenant with a man called Abraham. His ancestors, the Israelites, were to be a new 

kind of people who would show the world what it means to know and follow God. He blessed them 

and they prospered, but they stopped trusting him and turned instead to idols. He sent them 

leaders, prophets, and priests to guide them, but still they would not listen. But God continued to 

love his people and promised that one day he would send a Messiah, one of their descendants, 

who would rescue and restore humanity and all of creation, back to the way God created it. 

And so, God sent his own Son, Jesus, into the world, born of the Virgin Mary, fully man and fully 

God. He came to reverse the disastrous effects of sin, to free people from the clutches of Satan, 

and to restore people to God the Father. Having lived a perfect life, he died on the cross to pay the 

debt for our sin and to cancel the curse of death on our lives. On the third day, he rose from the 

grave to conquer sin, death, and the grave, once and for all. He then ascended to the right hand of 

the Father. 

Why was it necessary that God send Jesus to Redeem us? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

RE-CREATION 

The empty tomb is not the end of the story—it’s just the beginning. It’s the beginning of what the 

Bible calls the Church, a community of people all over the world who experience his abundant life 

and continue his story, through the power of the Holy Spirit. The story of Christ exploded across 

the globe as the church proclaimed his story throughout the generations. 

Now all creation is moving toward a great day when Christ will return and fix everything. He will 

right all wrongs, destroy evil, and bring about eternal peace as he ushers in a new heaven and earth. 

There will be no more sickness, pain, or death. His kingdom will come in fullness and everyone and 

everything will live under his rule. 

Why is Re-creation such an important part of the gospel story to know and understand? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Growing through the Gospel 

Mankind was created to have a direct relationship with God, as evidenced by Adam’s conversations 

with God in the Garden of Eden. What was mankind’s condition after Adam’s fall? 

Romans 3:10-18, 23 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 
Romans 5:12 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 
Romans 6:23 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

A restored relationship with God was impossible for us, apart from Christ. What do the following 

verses say about his plan to restore us into right relationship with him? 

Romans 5:6-8, 10 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

1 Peter 3:18 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

John 14:6 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Repentance and Baptism 

God is inviting each one of us back into relationship with him. We can choose to become active participants 

in God’s plan of restoration. What do the following verses say about how we should respond to God’s offer 

of relationship? On what basis do we pursue a relationship with him? 

Romans 10:9-10, 13 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Galatians 2:16 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

What did new believers practice after receiving God’s gift of salvation through Jesus, as demonstrated in 

Acts 8:36-38, 16:14-15? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

According to Romans 6:4-5, what does baptism signify? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

In Acts 2:38, Peter commands those listening to “repent and be baptized”. Many people, maybe you too, 

were baptized as a child. The pattern in the New Testament (example: Acts 18:8) is “believe and then be 

baptized”. Why do you think it would be appropriate for a person to be baptized after his or her conversion 

instead of before it? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Sometimes we’re afraid to admit our sinfulness because to do so feels so hopeless. Many of us 

react to that sense of despair and decide to become “religious”. We try to change our behaviours 

so we appear better, and feel better about ourselves. After carefully reading Ephesians 2:8-9 and 

Titus 3:4-7, write a letter to yourself explaining why you can’t and don’t have to earn God’s 

acceptance. 

Dear                                                                , 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Becoming Like Christ 

In Colossians 2:6-7, Paul uses several different words or phrases to describe the faith the people 

had. List below as many terms as you can find from those verses. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

In Colossians 3:5-17, Paul describes two opposing types of character traits: what believers shouldn’t 

be (vices), and what believers should be (virtues). List below as many of the characteristics of each 

that you can find. 

Say no to … 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Say yes to … 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Peter paints a similar picture in 2 Peter 3:17-18. In this passage, as well as the above passage, who 

is responsible for your spiritual growth? What are you doing now in your own life to fulfill the 

command of verse 18? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Practically speaking, what else could you do to grow as a disciple? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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When Growth Isn’t Happening—Addressing Sin 

What is the clear call of God on every believer’s life in 1 John 2:4-6 and 1 Peter 1:14-16? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

If we’re forgiven, why does it make any difference whether we sin or not? (Romans 6:1-2) 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What remedy is available to us as believers when we mess up and fall short of God’s commands? 

(1 John 1:9) 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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According to Romans 6:3-14, how does a believer find freedom from their natural tendency to sin? 

How does this play out in your life? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What is the Holy Spirit’s role in holy living? (Romans 8:9-16) 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Further Thoughts 

Followers of Christ understand that the grace of God that saved them is only the beginning of his 

work in them. They gratefully respond by actively pursuing a lifelong process of discipleship in Christ 

and seek to become conformed to his image. To this end, they consistently nurture their spiritual 

development through prayer, worship, and Bible study. 

They regard the Bible as the final authority in all areas that it teaches about and desire to be wholly 

obedient to it. Citizens in the Kingdom honestly confront areas of personal sin and engage the Holy 

Spirit’s power in seeking to turn from sin. Overcoming sin’s temptation, with the help of the Holy 

Spirit, enables us to extinguish our worldly patterns of living and develop a strong kingdom life that 

honors the Lordship of Christ our Redeemer. 
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MARK 2: PURSUIT 

We were created to have a personal relationship with God. God is not an impersonal force that we 

‘tap’ into. God is a person, and has all the attributes of personhood: free will, intellect, emotion, 

creativity, and so forth. In the beginning, Adam walked with God in the garden – he had a 

relationship with God. Throughout Scripture, God reveals himself to humanity. He took the 

initiative and invites us into a personal relationship with himself. God is knowable. 

We were also made to worship. If we don’t worship God, we will worship something or someone 

else. In other words, we will elevate it as our ultimate source of meaning or value. In our western 

culture, many turn to idols of sex, money, power, or reputation. But even good things in our lives 

can take the place of God, such as a spouse or a career. A good thing can become a god-thing and 

when that happens, it becomes a bad thing. 

God is the only worthy object of our affection. He calls us to worship him and him alone. Even the 

Israelites, set free from the bondage of Egypt, created idols to worship when they felt estranged 

from their God. Beyond the “golden calf” incident, the nation of Israel dealt with a recurring 

problem of worshiping the foreign gods of the earlier inhabitants of Canaan. The evidence, both 

ancient and recent, shows that human beings were created to worship and know God. 

Worship, by its nature, is a continuum. We can worship out of fear, awe, and even hope. However, 

the highest form of worship flows out of adoration. As we comprehend the character of God, our 

adoration for his holiness and love naturally leads us to worship. For this reason, our worship 

experience is dynamic, being constantly refined as we come to a deeper and more intimate 

knowledge of our Savior and Lord. 

God desires that we know him and worship him, not because he needs something from his creation, 

but because when God reveals himself, our natural inclination is to worship. In commanding us to 

glorify him, God is inviting us to enjoy him. God wants to restore to us the same relationship he 

once shared with Adam. God desires our worship because our freely offered adoration is evidence 

that we are entering into the relationship the Creator is offering us. 
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Knowing Christ 

What do we learn about the importance of knowing Christ from Paul’s words in Philippians 3:8-10? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

How does Jesus describe this personal relationship with himself in John 10:11-14? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Abiding in Christ 

Paul the Apostle knew well that Jesus had saved him, yet he talks of a “striving” and a “reaching” 

for something in Philippians 3:10-16. How would you put into your own words what Paul was 

working so hard to do in his life? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

In light of what you just wrote, what does verse 16 mean? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What is Jesus describing about growing as a Christian in John 15:4-5? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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How do you reconcile Christ’s command to “abide” with the strong commands to “strive” in 

previous passages studied? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

The Purpose of Spiritual Disciplines 

Spiritual disciplines, such as prayer and reading Scripture, are not ends in themselves. By 

themselves, they can do nothing, but only get us to the place where something can be done by the 

Holy Spirit. They are ‘windows of grace’ that enable our hearts and minds to be attentive to Christ. 

How would you describe the result of a spiritually disciplined life according to Ephesians 3:16-19? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Prayer: Conversing with God 

What do Luke 5:16 and 6:12-13 tell us about Jesus’ prayer life and his need to get alone 

periodically? What are the implications for you personally? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

How is it possible to obey Ephesians 6:18 in our day and age? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

We are also called to pray with others. What can we learn from Matthew 18:19-20? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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The Bible: Direction for Growth 

What do the following verses teach about the importance of Scripture in the life of a growing 

Christian? 

Psalm 1:2-3 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Hebrews 4:12 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Psalm 119:9-24 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

According to 2 Timothy 3:16-17, who is the real author of the Scriptures? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What are the different ways you are equipping yourself with the Word of God (v.17)? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

How would you put in your own words the warning in James 1:22-25? What specific ways are you tempted 

in this area? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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The Psalms are written as a book of prayers, praise and worship. What can we learn from the following 

passages about what it means to pursue intimacy with God? 

Psalm 1:2 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Psalm 42:1 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Psalm 62:1 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Psalm 84:1-2 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Psalm 119:9-16 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Psalm 122:1 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Living as a Worshipper 

The word “worship” in Scripture reflects both attitude and action towards God. What can we learn 

from the following verses about acceptable worship? 

John 4:24 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Hebrews 12:28 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Romans 12:1-2 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Matthew 4:8-10 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Further Thoughts 

Christ followers understand, and have individually received, Christ’s saving grace. They have 

abandoned all attempts to earn God’s favour through accomplishments of their own and find 

security only through Christ’s sacrificial death on their behalf. In obedience to Christ’s command, 

they have undergone water baptism as believers, giving outward witness to the inner cleansing and 

renewal experienced in him. They pursue him through spiritual disciplines such as worship, prayer, 

and reading Scripture. 
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MARK 3: COMMUNITY 

God exists in perfect community of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. As humans, we were created in the 

image of God. We were made for community. A cursory study of human behaviour indicates that 

we organize ourselves in social groupings for mutual benefit as is evident from our families, 

neighborhoods, community groups, and nations. When we come into relationship with God, he 

opens an entirely new way to belong by offering us his Kingdom community. Our local church is a 

manifestation of the universal Kingdom of God; our participation in this Kingdom is based on our 

relationship with God and with each other. 

God has given us his Word, the Bible; prayer, direct communication with him; and his Holy Spirit, 

to live in us and help us grow. These are valuable tools but they aren’t all he’s given us - he also 

gave us the body of Christ.  

At Crosspoint, our local church has two wings that offer unique types of community. Through our 

weekend services, the large group wing, we unite with our entire church community; and in the 

small group wing, we build personal and caring relationships with each other. 

God uses community to transform us. When we come together in community, we provide 

encouragement and edification to one another. The entire community is enriched by the 

uniqueness of each individual member. 

When we worship together in the large group wing, we experience God’s beauty and majesty in a 

unique way. But when we sit face-to-face with members of our small groups, we can be reminded 

of what we can’t see: that God is working in us, that we’re going to make it, that we are dearly 

loved by the Father, and that we have a new identity.  When we’re together as fellow kingdom 

dwellers, someone might literally say “You, ________________ (insert your name), matter to God 

so much that he made a personal room for you in his family home.” Or we might hear, “I know 

you’re going through a tough time, but you’re not alone; God is with you, and we’re all with you.” 

These are the moments of beauty can only be experienced in deep community. 
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The Community of Believers 

The early believers in Christ did not want to live their new life alone. What can you learn about 

their relationships with each other from the following verses? 

Acts 2:44-47 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Acts 4:32-35 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

James 5:16 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

The writer of Hebrews gives a command about community life in Hebrews 10:24-25. How would 

you rephrase this passage in modern terms? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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The Few in the Midst of Many 

Jesus did not merely speak to masses of people during his ministry. What reasons can you give for 

his strategic decision in Luke 6:12-13? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Mark 3:14 describes the same incident, but adds the simple phrase “with him” to the appointment 

of the Twelve. What do you think is meant by that phrase and why was it important for them to be 

“with him” for that time? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

In addition to large groups, where else did Christians get together according to Acts 2:46 and 1 

Corinthians 16:19? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What do you suppose they got out of these smaller, house-sized group meetings that they didn’t 

get out of larger gatherings? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Why would it be impossible to fulfill the following biblical commands if you were only attending 

weekend gatherings without having any close relationships? 

Galatians 6:1-3 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Proverbs 27:17 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Colossians 3:16 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

At times, it appeared Jesus wanted just a few disciples by his side. What is the relational 

significance of what Jesus did in Mark 14:32-35? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Concerning Jesus’ actions, can you draw any parallels to your own life and needs? If so, what are 

they? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Christ-like Attitudes in Every Relationship 

Colossians 3:18-23 and Titus 2:2-10 describe several spheres, or roles, in which we are to behave 

in Christ-honoring ways. How many can you identify? List them below. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What would you say is the common thread through all of them - in other words, what is Paul saying 

that applies to everybody on the above list? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Each of us plays the role of ‘follower’ in our Christian experience. What do the following Scriptures 

teach about the characteristics of a good follower in the church? 

1 Corinthians 16:15-16 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Hebrews 13:17 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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As we see in 2 Timothy 2:23-24, quarreling can happen among members of the church. Put in your 

own words what our response should be, based on this text.  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Put in your own words the procedure Jesus outlines for conflict resolution in Matthew 18:15-17. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

With the passages from 2 Timothy and Matthew as a background, what are some of the common 

ways of handling conflict that are not in harmony with what the Bible teaches? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What is the issue Romans 16:17-18, Titus 3:10, James 4:1-3, and Jude 1:19 have in common? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Why do you think the Bible is so strong about its message not to cause divisions or factions in a 

church? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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The One Anothers 

The One Anothers are New Testament imperatives for how the people of God should do life 

together. What do each of the following verses teach you about how you should live in community 

in the body of Christ? 

Romans 12:10 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Romans 15:7 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Galatians 6:2 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Ephesians 4:32 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

1 Corinthians 12:25 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Hebrews 10:24 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

  



Section 3—ORIENTATION :: MARK 3: COMMUNITY 

 

49 
 

James 5:16 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

1 Peter 4:10 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Further Thoughts 

Christ-followers honour God’s call to live in community, in order to live transformed lives, and build 

the church. Personal relationships are the vehicle for expressing and receiving Christ’s love. These 

are nurtured through small groups, where we can experience biblical “one another” community 

and grow as disciples together. Everyone is encouraged to belong to a small group so that they may 

experience the complete community/church experience at Crosspoint. 

Our community is a precious gift from God and, as members of the Kingdom, each of us is 

responsible to protect the unity of our fellowship. Below are several guidelines for governing 

ourselves within the Kingdom: 

• Pursue Christ-honoring relationships at home, within the church, and in the work place, and 

be committed to pursuing the biblical pattern of reconciliation when conflict arises.

• Support the leadership of the church and be biblically submissive to it and the rest of the 

body of believers.

• Affirm and uphold the fundamental truths of Scripture (as summarized in our Statement of 

Faith) and refrain from promoting doctrines that cause dissension.
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MARK 4: SERVICE 

Why does service matter? We serve because we want to live like Jesus did. Jesus was (and is) the 

“Servant of Servants.” On the night before he was betrayed, he dressed himself as a servant and 

washed his disciples’ feet – he then told them to do the same by serving others. Paul tells us in 

Philippians 2 that Jesus emptied himself and took on the nature of a servant – and he asks us to 

have the same attitude as our Lord. If you want to be like Jesus, you will seek to have the heart of 

a servant. As has been said before: “The fastest way to the throne room is through the servant’s 

entrance.” Taken one step further, the church is a community of servants, who sacrificially give of 

their time, treasure, and talents, to build up the body of Christ. The church is a people, called by 

God, on his redemptive mission in the world. The church is not an organization. It takes a 

community of people to build the church. Every contribution matters. 

Each member of the body of Christ has been given spiritual gifts – Spirit-empowered capabilities – 

that enable him or her to serve in unique ways. It is important that we grow to understand how 

God has uniquely designed us. Having done that, we can discover how we can best serve him and 

others. True joy comes when we live according to our design, and for God’s glory. 

Service is rooted in God’s generosity. Jesus, even though he was rich, became poor for our sakes (2 

Cor 8:9). Like Jesus, we are to live with an abundance mentality, so that our hearts are always 

postured toward generosity. Disciples of Jesus prayerfully and thoughtfully consider how they can 

use their resources to build God’s kingdom, and bless others. As stewards of everything that God 

has given them, they continually ask, “God, how can I use your time, treasure, and talent to bring 

you glory?”  
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A Community of Servants 

Read John 13:12-17, the story of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet. What does this teach us about 

our identity as followers of Christ? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What does Philippians 2:5-7 teach us about having a servant’s mindset? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What do we learn from Galatians 5:13 about our motivation for serving one another? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What was Paul’s attitude as he worked in God’s service in 1 Timothy 1:12? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What do we learn about being a servant from Matthew 20:25-28? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Do you think we have a “laborer” shortage at Crosspoint today? Explain your answer. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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What factors or attitudes have hindered your service in the church at times? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Often, we think of service as being limited to what we do in church. According to Matthew 25:31-

46, what “criteria for service” will be used by Jesus to separate those who truly followed him from 

those who did not? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

James 1:27 describes a kind of religion that is pure and faultless and accepted by God. In your own 

words describe what this would look like in your own neighborhood or city region. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Where, if anywhere, are you involved in these kinds of service? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Different Parts, One Body 

The Bible compares the Church to a human body, with Christ as the head and all of us as different 

parts, or members, of the body. Summarize in a sentence or two what Paul is trying to convey in       

1 Corinthians 12:14-26. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What is the reason we each have differing abilities within the church? (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Why do you think Paul stresses the singular source behind the various spiritual gifts he describes? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Romans 12:4-8 also speaks of our differing functions in the body of Christ. What is the source of 

these differences? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Knowing that we’re differently gifted in the body of Christ, what do you think are some of the 

potential problems to be avoided? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Serving with Our Resources 

When it comes to giving, what is the common percentage used, in the following biblical stories? 

Genesis 14:18-20 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Leviticus 27:30, 32; Malachi 3:8-10 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What do we learn about generosity from 2 Corinthians 9:6-15? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

In Matthew 23:23, Jesus affirms the Old Testament concept of the tithe. What is your 
reaction to his teaching in this verse? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Further Thoughts 

Kingdom participants recognize that the church is composed of interdependent members, each 

uniquely gifted by the Holy Spirit, for the purpose of building up the body and furthering the 

ministry of the church. They therefore seek to discover, develop, and deploy those God-given gifts 

within the church, with the support and affirmation of the body. 

Further, they desire to be responsible stewards of the resources that God has entrusted to them. 

They recognize the tithe (ten percent of one’s earnings) as the historic standard of giving in 

Scripture. Moreover, they seek to be generous, just as Christ was generous.   
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MARK 5: MISSION 

The San Francisco Call Bulletin, August 14, 1945, headlined the good news, “War Over!” People 

poured into the streets, overjoyed that no more young men would have to be sacrificed on the 

altar of world peace - at least for a while. The end of World War II has been imprinted on our 

collective memories by the images of ticker tape parades welcoming soldiers home. Yet a more 

profound good news story continues to resound from 2000 years ago. 

If a headline had been printed it might have read “Death is Conquered!” The Greeks may not have 

had newspapers, but their word “gospel”, which means “good news,” became permanently 

associated with the redemption story of how Jesus Christ claimed victory of sin, death, and the 

grave, through the Cross, and will one day renew all things when he returns a second time. 

Christ finished his mission of redemption on the cross for all people across all time. Yet every year 

the world’s population grows with new people that need to hear the gospel message. As we have 

received Christ as Lord, he has commanded us to also tell others the good news that they too might 

be saved from the penalty, power, and, ultimately, presence of sin. 

Our lives form a complex web of connections with people at our workplace, home, and every space 

between. Beyond our friends and colleagues, we recognize countless people whose names we 

don’t yet know - the cashier at the grocery store, the barista at the coffee shop, the person who 

delivers our newspaper, and so forth. How we live and how we love should demonstrate the good 

news so that we can have an opportunity to declare the good news. We are to be salt and light to 

a world in need.  

The church is God’s people, following him in his redemptive mission in the world. Our God is a 

sending God. The Father sent the Son. The Father and Son sent the Holy Spirit. And the Triune God 

sends the church out on mission, while the Holy Spirit empowers us to do the mission. Mission, 

then, does not happen only in the coordinated ministries and programs of the church. Mission is 

something that every disciple of Jesus is responsible for.   
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The Great Commission 

It has been said that the church doesn’t have a mission; rather, the mission has a church. Christ 

gave a mission to his disciples, called the Great Commission, and his means of accomplishing his 

mission is through the church. The Great Commission can be found in Mathew 28:18-20. What 

commandments does Jesus give to his disciples? How can we be confident that it will be 

accomplished? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Scripture teaches us that without Christ, people are bound for eternal separation from God in hell. 

What does 2 Peter 3:9 tell us about God’s desire for ALL people? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What is God’s means for communicating his plan of redemption for humanity? (Romans 10:13-15) 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Incarnational Mission 

One of our main thrusts in mission through Crosspoint is “living incarnationally”. Jesus became flesh 

and lived among us, not separate from us. We do not believe the church should isolate itself from 

the community, but rather live as salt and light in a world that desperately needs it. We want our 

church community to incarnate the gospel wherever they are, by being the hands, feet, and voice 

of Jesus in their neighbourhoods, workplaces, families, and places of recreation. What do the 

following verses teach us about living on mission? 

1 Peter 2:12 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Colossians 4:5-6 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

1 Peter 3:13-17 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Share a personal story of how God has given you opportunity to communicate the gospel to others. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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God’s Part 

As we fulfill our part, sharing the gospel with others, what do the following scriptures state God 

will do? 

1 Corinthians 3:6-7 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Luke 15:10 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Further Thoughts 

It is daunting to realize that God, in his infinite wisdom, has chosen us to announce his plan of 

salvation to our generation. Our responsibility to the gospel is captured in Marshall McLuhan’s 

famous quote, “the medium is the message.” God has chosen us as the medium to deliver his 

message. How fitting that the message of life everlasting is carried in living messengers whose daily 

actions speak louder than words. 
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Section 4—AFFIRMING THE FAITH 
In contrast to the orientation step, the affirmation phase invites you to make clear your responses 

to the qualifications of membership. Personal Response pages are designed to gather your thoughts 

regarding the essential values, beliefs, and commitments that we hold in common as members of 

Crosspoint Church. 

These questions will guide you through the essential affirmations of membership and you are 

encouraged to express yourself openly. You will be asked to bring your Personal Response section 

with you to the interview (whatever is shared there will be kept in confidence). 
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Personal Response 

Please briefly describe your spiritual journey to this point, including your decision to accept Jesus 

as your personal Savior and Lord. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: Much misunderstanding exists about what it means to “be a Christian”. Church 

attendance, belief in God, strong commitment, … etc., are all good but none of them make 

you a Christian in the biblical sense. If you’re at all unclear as to whether or not you’re a 

Christian, we’d like to clear up any confusion you have; please don’t feel embarrassed if 

you’re not sure. Do not go any further on this response sheet for now. Set up a time as soon 

as possible to meet with your small group leader or a staff member to discuss your 

uncertainties. This matter is of vital importance to every member (every person really!) so 

please get the input we’ve suggested before taking any more steps. 

 

 

Have you been baptized as a believer?  Yes  No 

Describe when and where. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: While we respect the religious heritage of those who have been baptized as infants, 

we believe Scripture teaches that baptism should come after a person has personally 

received Christ. We therefore require that a person be baptized, by his or her own choice, 

before becoming a member of Crosspoint Church (although that baptism does not need to 

have occurred with Crosspoint Church). If you have not been baptized since making a 

commitment to Christ, please contact the church office. We would be happy to make 

arrangements for you to take the next step of your faith journey at our next baptismal 

service. 
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Prayer, worship, and Bible study are vital elements in pursuing God’s presence and becoming like 

Jesus. Describe how you are presently nurturing your spiritual growth through these and other 

spiritual disciplines on your own: 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: In asking you to describe your spiritual habits, we want to be careful to avoid the 

mistaken notion that legalistic formulas and rigid rules guarantee a healthy devotional life. 

It is more important that your walk with Christ simply be characterized by regular and 

meaningful input. What matters is that you’re becoming more like him and that you’re 

taking it upon yourself to improve your relationship with him privately and not being solely 

dependent on what public meetings provide. 

 

Are you living a life of dependence, through the power of the Holy Spirit?  Yes  No 

How would you describe the Holy Spirit’s work in your life? What are the evidences of this? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Can you identify your spiritual gifts? If so, what are they? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Are you responsibly using your spiritual gifts in a place of service within the church?   Yes  No 

If yes, in what area? If no, do you intend to? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Are you involved personally in meeting the practical needs of others?  Yes  No 

Explain: 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: One of the core values of Crosspoint church and a teaching of the New Testament is 

that every member of the body is a minister. Practically speaking, the church cannot grow 

in a healthy fashion unless all of its core believers are sharing the ministry load. So, we ask 

all members to contribute to the body by using their gifts in some place of service. At the 

same time, we recognize that demanding seasons of life, or other unusual circumstances, 

may require reducing the amount of involvement or taking a “break” for a period of time. 

In any case, it should be their desire and intention to re-engage in some level of service, even 

if only on a periodic basis. 

How do you act on your desire to communicate the love of Jesus to people in your circle of 

influence? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Do you regard the Bible as God’s final authority in all areas of the Christian life and do you desire 

to be wholly obedient to it? 

  Yes  Yes, except for …  No 

Please explain any reservations you have. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: If you have a major concern with living under the authority of the Bible, you will 

probably not want to go any further with this process—it would be out of order for anyone 

to be a participating member of Crosspoint Church without being in submission to Scripture. 

However, it may still be valuable to meet with your interviewer to discuss your reservations. 

 

In your pursuit of becoming more like Jesus, what areas are most difficult for you and most 

frequently need more attention? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Are there any ongoing patterns of sin in your life that you are not willing to turn from and are not 

yielding to Christ? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: This question is a very hard one to face because we are all wrestling with “something” 

and none of us has reached sinless perfection. There may come a time for some of us when 

we just quit trying. Either through discouragement, or maybe a hardened will, we just stop 

trying to grow and give up the fight. Christ’s reputation is far more likely to be marred when 

his followers engage in willful sin with no thought of repentance than when a sincere 

believer falls to a temptation he or she desperately wants to overcome. Those Christ-

followers with yielded hearts who honestly confront areas of personal sin with the help of 

the Holy Spirit please God; what more could anyone do? If you’re not open to change, not 

ready to have at least one other person help and offer accountability or other support, or if 

you’re only at the early stages of confronting a sin pattern, then it may be best to defer 

participating in membership until growth has occurred. If you have any hesitation, you 

should discuss this question in complete frankness with your interviewer. 
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Are you involved in any relationships anywhere, such as within the church, at work, or at home that 

would bring dishonor to God or his church?  Yes  No 

If so, please describe the situation. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

As far as it is up to you, are you committed to pursuing the biblical pattern of “living at peace with 

everyone” by dealing with past, present, and future relational conflicts?     Yes  No 

If not, please explain. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: Relational breakdowns are usually complex matters. We recognize and respect that. 

At the same time, members should be willing to engage in the strenuous process of conflict 

resolution. They should display open hearts, a willingness to examine and address personal 

issues that may have contributed to the conflict, and an openness to receiving counsel 

where appropriate. 
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How do you demonstrate your commitment to communicating the love of Jesus to those around 

the world who have never heard? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Do you desire to extend Christ’s saving grace (declare and demonstrate the gospel) to others in 

your circle of influence?  Yes  No 

Explain. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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The Crosspoint Church Statement of Faith (reference page 12) summarizes the basic truths of 

Scripture. (If you haven’t reviewed it in detail, please do so now.) 

Do you wholeheartedly affirm that statement?  Yes  No 

If not, what are your specific reservations? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Will you refrain from promoting doctrines that are in conflict with our Statement of Faith? 

 Yes  No 

 

Do you affirm the Mission, Values, and Vision of Crosspoint Church? (reference page 15) 

 Yes  No 

If not, what aspects are you unable to affirm and embrace? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Will you submit to the Elders of the church and those in leadership positions?  Yes  No 

If not, why not? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: Hebrews 13:17 instructs church members to “obey your leaders and submit to them 

for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this 

with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.” At the same time, 

Scripture does not suggest blind submission—we are all under the authority of God and his 

Word. Members must be willing to go directly to the appropriate leader when issues of 

concern arise, with the desire to engage in honest and respectful dialogue. Complaints 

should never be taken to uninvolved members of the body in ways that promote rumor or 

divisiveness. 
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Consistent with God’s call to commitment and community within a local church body, how regularly 

do you participate in the corporate gatherings of Crosspoint? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: We have not established set number of gatherings one could miss in a year before 

you would fail to qualify for membership. Seasons of life sometimes require extraordinary 

responses that preclude church gathering attendance, as do health concerns, family 

problems, being out of town on business, or other unavoidable circumstances. Having said 

that, it is important that participating members value the ministries of the weekend 

gatherings and that they come to them, even if they don’t particularly feel like it. Mature 

believers come to meet God as well as each other. 

 

Are you connected to a small group of believers at Crosspoint (or elsewhere) for the purpose of 

spiritual transformation, loving support, and accountability?  Yes  No 

If not, please explain why. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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Describe the quality of your small group life and how it is impacting your spiritual growth. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: It is easy to come to large group gatherings and get a false sense of one’s spiritual or 

personal condition. Furthermore, large meetings, where anonymity is honored, give us no 

opportunity to enter into someone else’s needs and be God’s agent to help them. The value 

of “group” is that somewhere, on a regular basis, with a few other believers, all members 

have face-to-face meetings that help shape them—places they give and receive care. We 

believe that a Crosspoint small group (Home Group, Discipleship Group, Accountability 

Group, or similar) is an optimal place for that to happen. But we realize that some 

individuals may be committed to the value of significant relationships without, for various 

reasons, being in a formal group at a particular time. Thus, we give a lot of latitude as to 

what kind of group this might be. The key is to get in a group and grow, to become a more 

mature disciple of Jesus Christ. 

One of the responsibilities of membership is to be involved in making decisions regarding the 

church’s future ministries and direction. Will you actively engage in the decision-making process at 

Crosspoint?  Yes  No 
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Do you believe the way you use your material wealth and resources is God-honoring in all respects?  

 Yes  No 

If no, in what areas? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

What action are you taking to make changes? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 

In light of the tithe as a biblical precedent for giving, do you regularly support this body using ten 

percent as a goal to reach (or surpass as God prospers)?   Yes  No 

If not, describe your current practice and ways you’re moving toward this goal. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  
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If proportionate giving becomes possible for you (that is, giving beyond ten percent of your 

income), what dreams do you have for using your resources so that the Kingdom can expand locally 

and around the world? 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Note: People can fall prey to a variety of errors in the area of giving. One extreme is to 

become compelled by guilt or legalistic “obedience”. Paul said God loves a cheerful giver. 

Reluctant, joyless giving indicates an issue that needs to be addressed. Paul also warned 

against unbalanced, irresponsible giving that ignores personal needs and can actually 

create financial dependence (2 Corinthians 8:12-15, 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, 2 

Thessalonians 3:7-12, 1 Timothy 5:8). Yet another extreme is unplanned and haphazard 

giving that reflects neither faithfulness nor generosity. 

What has shaped Crosspoint’s position regarding giving? The Old Testament provides the 

backdrop instructing God’s people to give the first ten percent of their income back to him 

and, as such, it ought to move us all toward adopting at least that percentage. In response 

to Christ’s lavish grace, the New Testament goes on to teach proportional giving and spurs 

us to doing even more to advance the Kingdom locally, and beyond, as God individually 

prospers and leads. That leaves it up to us, the “membership core” of the church, to pool 

our resources in a committed fashion so that our own needs can be met and ministry 

extended to those beyond our four walls. 

It is in this spirit that we ask participating members to support this church with their tithes. 

We realize for some this will be a goal to attain over time; for others, it’s already a mark 

they can surpass as God leads. In any case, we believe that God will bless and empower us 

as we joyfully band together to advance his cause. 
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Conclusion 

We hope this opportunity to take “spiritual inventory” has been rich and affirming. Remember, we 

are not looking for “perfect Christians” who live struggle-free lives. We are looking for those who 

are committed to Christ, to his church, and to ongoing spiritual growth. 
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Section 5—Confirmation 
After preparing your affirmation responses, you will need to contact the church office for an 

interview. The purpose of the interview is NOT to determine whether you are a “perfect Christian”. 

Rather, it is your opportunity to affirm your commitment to Christ, to Crosspoint, and to a lifelong 

process of spiritual growth. 

If, during the course of the interview, any concerns arise from your personal responses, the 

interviewer may recommend delaying the confirmation of membership, recommending instead 

that these concerns be discussed with a senior staff member. This is not a denial of membership; it 

is an opportunity to examine an issue that may need attention. If requested, the interviewer will 

help the individual develop a specific plan to address the issue so that the candidate can move 

forward toward full membership. When the interview proceeds without any concerns arising, the 

interviewer will sign the candidate’s Crosspoint Membership Covenant, confirming all 

requirements have been met. The interviewer will return the covenant to the church office. 

The Interview 

People tend to process information at a much deeper level when they discuss an issue rather than 

simply think or read about it. That’s why an honest and confidential conversation about your 

affirmations with an interviewer comes after you’ve completed your personal responses. The 

purpose of the confirmation interview is to affirm your commitments, accurately assess the 

condition of your spiritual life, and plan where you’d like to go next. This step of participating in 

membership may seem a little scary because of its emphasis on vulnerability, but it is highly 

beneficial because it offers both clarification of what’s going on and accountability to effect 

changes for the better. Perhaps at this stage, more than any other, we live out what it means to be 

part of Christ’s church. 
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The person who conducts your interview takes this appointment seriously and wants to make sure 

you get the maximum benefit. The interviewer is instructed to listen attentively, ask meaningful 

questions about your responses, and, most importantly, support you appropriately as you take this 

next step in your spiritual journey. If you sense problems, the interviewer is there to help. In some 

rare cases, the interviewer may want to “press the pause button” and wait on your participating in 

membership until some issue is addressed. If a problem does arise, especially if the two of you 

disagree about anything you’ve discussed related to whether or not your membership should be 

confirmed, a senior staff member must be called in for a follow-up meeting. Again, the whole 

purpose is to address issues and move forward, not to shame you or hold you back in your spiritual 

progress. 

To set up an interview, simply call the church office (780-466-3532) or send an email to 

info@thecrosspointchurch.ca. We’ll have someone get in touch with you and set up a time for the 

interview. Please allow an hour to an hour-and-a-half and bring the following to your interview: 

• Your completed Self-Study (as a reference for any questions you’d like to discuss) 

• Your completed Personal Response pages (these will be walked through in the meeting… 

note any questions or qualifications you’d like to discuss) 

The interview may be conducted wherever decided upon by those involved. A noisy, public place 

would not be suitable. We will choose a location where quiet, meaningful conversation can take 

place, uninterrupted. At the conclusion of your interview, one of two things will happen. Your 

interviewer will either confirm you and sign your new member confirmation or you will agree to 

another meeting with a senior staff member to discuss whatever issue is of concern. Realize that 

both of these steps represent progress. They both have your spiritual well-being as top priority. 

They both result in personal growth and spiritual development. They both carry the assurance that 

God’s plan for you is unfolding right on schedule: “He who began a good work in you will perfect it 

until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6). 

If your membership is confirmed, your interviewer will turn in your signed Membership Covenant 

to the church office. The process of becoming a member doesn’t end with a signature on a covenant 

though; the process completes with public recognition of each new member’s inclusion into the 

church body. Your name will be included in the weekend services bulletin acknowledging you as 

Crosspoint’s newest member and you will receive a Membership Certificate. 
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Membership Renewal 

It is common to find local church membership rolls that are inaccurate or outdated. Often, several 

times more “members” show up on the list than actually show up for weekend gatherings. People 

may be listed who don’t even live in the area anymore; or if they do, they haven’t attended the 

church in years. (Some churches even have deceased members on their list!) This problem stems 

from a philosophy that says, “once a person has been accepted into the fellowship of the church 

he or she should be considered a member for life, unless the church is notified of a change.” 

At Crosspoint, we want our membership list to accurately reflect who our participating members 

are. To ensure this accuracy, we will renew everyone’s membership yearly. In this way, we can be 

sure we don’t lose touch with our membership. The names on our roll represent people - real 

people. Every one of them continues to affirm that he or she is a participating member in the 

church, not just a series of bytes on the database of the church’s computer. We think it is a matter 

of integrity both for the church and for each member to be sure our membership information truly 

reflects reality. 

Two values shape the membership renewal process for Crosspoint: 

1. Renewal shouldn’t become a formality. Like the initial affirmation/confirmation process, 

renewal should provide participating members with a valuable spiritual experience. 

2. The integrity of the membership roster should be upheld.  Our renewal process ensures that 

integrity. 

What exactly are the steps for renewing membership? It all begins with the anniversary of your 

celebration. Each year, shortly after your anniversary date, you’ll receive a renewal form. You will 

read over the material, fill in the appropriate information and pray about your decision to renew. 

In most cases, the renewal will be signed and forwarded to the church office. If you have any 

questions or concerns about your renewal, a staff member or elder would be glad to discuss those 

with you. 

If any concern arises that needs further discussion, a ministry staff member, or another qualified 

person, may get involved. As with the initial participating membership interview, there is nothing 

“automatic” about how you’ll proceed. The main thing is to accurately assess where you are 

spiritually, as well as where you want to be, and how best to get there. When you are contacted 

about your membership renewal, think of it as a way to say, “Count on me, once again.” We 

promise it won’t be a tedious experience. If you have any questions about this process, contact the 

church office. 
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Section 6—CROSSPOINT CHURCH 

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT 

Membership Covenant 

Having received Christ as my Savior and having surrendered my life to him as Lord, having been 

baptized as a believer and being committed to the principles expressed in the objectives, purposes, 

and statement of faith in The Christian and Missionary Alliance local church constitution, I agree to 

join the Crosspoint family. In doing so, I affirm my agreement with Crosspoint Church’s Mission, 

Vision, and Values, and submit myself to the loving rule and oversight of the Board of Elders. I 

commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following: 

Live as a disciple who pursues GROWTH—I will seek to live a life obedient to God’s word and allow 

him by his Holy Spirit to make me more and more like Jesus. 

Live as a disciple in PURSUIT of God—I will pursue relationship with God through personal and 

corporate times of worship, prayer, praise, study, reflection, and other spiritual disciplines. 

Live as a disciple in COMMUNITY with other disciples—I will do life together with other believers, 

in intentional transformative community, allowing them to know me and speak into my life, and 

seeking to build up the body of Christ in love. 

Live as a disciple through SERVICE —I will give generously of my time, treasure, and talent, seeking 

to live generously to meet the needs of others and give God glory.  

Live as a disciple on MISSION—I will seek to be the hands, feet, and voice of Jesus in all aspects of 

my life, demonstrating God’s love, praying for the lost, and seeking opportunities to share the good 

news. 
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The Board of Elders covenants to uphold its mandate as Crosspoint Church’s elected authority 

under God, responsible for the church’s effective ministry. This includes: 

• Responsibility for the fulfillment of Crosspoint Church’s Mission, Vision, and Values.

• Legal accountability for the church’s operations.

• Providing spiritual leadership, governance, and management of the church.

The Board of Elders covenants to conduct itself, both individually and corporately, according to the 

Constitution and Bylaws of Crosspoint Church and of The Christian and Missionary Alliance in 

Canada and in complete agreement with Scripture, especially as outlined in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 

1. 

 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Name of Member Candidate (please print) 

 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Signature of Member Candidate      Date 

 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Signature of Interviewer       Date 

 

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

Signature of 2nd Interviewer (if applicable)     Date 
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Appendices 

Crosspoint Church Leadership & Governance 

Crosspoint Church is part of a worldwide family of churches, The Christian and Missionary Alliance 

Church (the C&MA). All Canadian Alliance churches are members of The Christian and Missionary 

Alliance in Canada. We are then more directly involved on a provincial level in what is known as the 

Western Canadian District of the C&MA, headquartered in Calgary. Finally, as a local church we 

have our own membership that carries out the mandate in our own community. Each organized 

church is governed by the “Local Church Constitution”, as approved by the C&MA in Canada. A local 

church can adopt additional bylaws, policies, and regulations as long as they do not contradict the 

Local Church Constitution. 

The highest functioning authority of the local church is the Board of Elders. The Board is answerable 

both to the membership and to the Western Canadian District Superintendent as defined in the 

constitution.  Criteria for membership on the Board are the biblical qualifications of an elder. The 

senior pastor or a member of the Board appointed by him will be the chair. The senior pastor has 

the primary responsibility for oversight of the Board and the church and functions within the job 

description approved by the Board. Specific details of how the Board works and its responsibilities 

are described in our bylaws. 

Crosspoint will hold annual meetings of the membership to receive reports and financial 

statements as well as to elect Board members from among the voting membership to be 

responsible for the affairs of the church between annual meetings. Additional meetings during the 

year allow the leadership to communicate on relevant topics as well as to give members the 

opportunity to ask questions and give feedback. 
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Day to day operations at Crosspoint are the responsibility of the Lead Pastor and his ministry staff. 

The Board sets the general direction for the church, providing overall spiritual direction as well as 

ensuring that the church operates with up-to-date policies and guidelines. 
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Local Church Constitution 

The Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada Local 

Church Constitution 

OBJECTIVES 

The Local Church Constitution has been framed and adopted by the General Assembly of The 

Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada, the denomination’s highest legislative body. 

Because each Christian and Missionary Alliance church is an integral part of the national and 

worldwide fellowship, it is united in governance, fellowship and service in order to promote unity 

of faith in the fullness of Jesus Christ as Savior, Sanctifier, Healer and Coming King, thereby 

facilitating the spread of the Gospel at home and abroad under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Each 

local church shall be governed by the following constitution. 

This constitution has two objectives: 

• To state the purpose of this local church and to define the nature of the relationships of 

this local church to The Christian and Missionary Alliance in Canada and the district of which 

it is an integral part; and,

• To stipulate the enabling instruments, legal procedures and the empowering conditions 

under which this local church is to carry out its local and worldwide work.

The local church is the fundamental unit of Christian fellowship as exemplified in the Scripture. 

Faithfulness in multiplying churches around the world that are nourished in the Bible and full of the 

Holy Spirit is the scriptural pattern for carrying out the redemptive purposes of God and the Great 

Commission of our Lord and Savior. The statement of our founder A.B. Simpson is as relevant today 

as when he gave it in his address to General Council in 1912: 
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“We need to be perfectly adjusted in our loyalty to Christ and at the same time in our 

responsibility to the special trust which He has committed to our hands God does not want us 

to be afraid of losing our consecration by being true to The Christian and Missionary Alliance, 

by knowing how to keep rank and by marching loyally under our own standard. 

“Further, we must have the right adjustment of our home and foreign work, and the 

interdependence each upon the other, the home work as the constituency of the foreign and 

the foreign as the outlet and complement of the other. 

“Our foreign work is not only the fulfillment of the supreme duty of the Church of Christ, but 

the loftiest inspiration and uplift of our whole Christian life at home. 

“God grant that this work may never lose its old simplicity, self-sacrifice and separation, not 

only from the secular but from the religious world in its spirit and practice. But at the same 

time, we must keep abreast of the progress of our age and be men and women of today in 

our message and ministry to our generation.” 

PURPOSES 

The purpose of this church is to glorify God by proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ and 

persuading men and women to become his disciples and dependable members of His Church. 

Certain principles condition the implementation of this purpose: 

• The church fosters spiritual maturation through participation of its members in worship and 

nurturing activities according to their maturity, gifts and abilities in ministering to the needs 

of the body in her task of evangelization at home and abroad.

• The church observes the ordinances of believer’s baptism and the Lord’s Supper and 

complies with the biblical qualifications for selection of church leadership. She considers 

the basic methods of communicating the gospel to be through worship, preaching, 

teaching, witnessing and example. She takes discipline and restoration of the offender 

seriously. She holds that the fullness of the Holy Spirit is essential for holiness of life and 

effective wit- ness. She affirms the necessity for fervent prayer, faithful service and 

sacrificial giving as modeled by Christ Himself.  She regards social service and good 

citizenship as outgrowths of the gospel.
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• The local church is the visible, organized expression of the body of Christ. She conducts her 

affairs decently and in order. She organizes herself so that all members can contribute 

according to their gifts and abilities to the total working of the body. She operates on the 

assumption that the congregation finds broader meaning and outreach by fulfilling her 

biblical responsibilities within and beyond the life and witness of the denomination.

The church cultivates fellowship and not sectarianism. Her local and extended family seeks for 

common spiritual ground on which fellowship with other groups may be enriched and strengthened 

through an open and transparent relationship. 

Revised, March 17, 2017 


