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SUNDAY AT HOME WORSHIP GUIDE 
March 22 

 
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 

 
This is set up just like our Sunday Morning Worship Gathering! When there’s a song, 
sing; when the guide leads you to pray, pray; when the sermon is being read and taught 
and discussed, take notes. Read, pray, talk together, and let God use this time to build 
up his church, even at home.  
 
Follow along with the instructions in each section. Whenever you see what looks like a  
link, you can go to www.thefieldschurch.net/sundayathome for a full list of resources 
linked with headings and page numbers to help you find the right one. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
CALL TO WORSHIP – 1 song page 2 
 
PRAYER FOR THE NATIONS – Tunisia page 3 
 
CONTINUE IN WORSHIP – 2 songs page 4 
 
SERMON – Listen to Your Father | Acts 6:8-8:3 page 6 
 
RESPOND IN WORSHIP – 2 songs page 11 
 
COMMISSION page 12 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.” In Hebrews chapter 11, the author describes all of 
these different people in the Bible who lived by faith, many of whom we will see in this 
morning’s passage in Acts. They had faith that God would one day send a Messiah, 
someone to save them from their sins and the brokenness in this world. We know now 
that Jesus has already come! Even when we feel weighed down by sin and trouble, we 
can look to Jesus in faith and trust in Him for strength, for hope, and for life. 
(Read Hebrews 12:1-2. Then, listen to and sing “By Faith” together.) 
_ 
 
BY FAITH  
 
By faith we know You made the world  
By faith we know that Abel gave  
The better sacrifice, but not because his was something better 
But by faith 
 
By faith we know that Abraham  
Was sent out from his native land  
A stranger and a foreigner, living for a promised country  
By faith  
 
CHORUS: 
But they all died in their faith  
The promise they were strangers to we now know by name  
Why can’t we live the same?  
By faith  
 
By faith that promise was passed on  
To Isaac, Jacob, Joseph’s sons  
So future ones would know You and seek to be Your children  
By faith  
 
By faith we know so many who  
Accomplished wondrous things in You  
Though tortured and abandoned, they pursued the hope of promise  
By faith  
 
(CHORUS x2) 
 
So let us fix our eyes on Jesus, author of our faith  
Let us run with perseverance, He will lead the way (x2) 
By faith 
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PRAYER FOR THE NATIONS 
Tunisia 

 
(Watch the video and look through the pictures as someone reads.) 
 
Kids, why are we having to all stay at home and stay away from big groups of 
people right now? That’s right! – to try and protect ourselves and others from being 
exposed to the coronavirus. It’s good to protect others from bad things (like this 
virus!)…but it’s bad to feel like you have to protect others from good things (like the 
gospel!). That’s what the Christians in the country of Tunisia feel about their faith 
because of persecution. As a result, most converts to Christianity choose to hide their 
faith and cannot openly worship and live their lives as Christians. 
 
Tunisia is a country in North Africa that has a rich Christian history. Many early church 
fathers, like Tertullian, came from there. The third Council of Carthage, which ratified our 
New Testament canon, was held there in 397. But today, with 11.7 million people, 
Tunisia is 99% Muslim and only 0.3% Evangelical Christian, and even though the 
government has become increasingly democratic, even seeking to protect religious 
freedom, the Gospel is still opposed by the predominant culture. 
 
Converts from Islam to Christianity have the most to fear from their own family members 
and society. This is especially true in Tunisia’s southern region, where violent radical 
Islamic groups are particularly active. Though it’s now illegal to persecute family 
members who leave Islam, it still happens. For example, if parents report a child who 
has become a Christian, police may arrest the child out of habit, even though changing 
religions is no longer illegal. 
 
Let’s pray through each of these PRAYER POINTS together. 
• It is difficult for Christians to gather for worship and fellowship due to risk of exposure. 
Pray that believers will have courage to meet together and pursue Christian fellowship.  
• There are about 500 committed indigenous believers today, but only one-third of those 
meet together regularly for worship. Pray that a living, growing Church might become a 
reality again in this land. 
• Christians face discrimination and targeting that affects their day-to-day lives. Many 
experience job insecurities, abandonment from family and friends; they are victims of 
verbal, mental and physical abuse. Pray they experience God’s love even when they 
are rejected by man.  
• Christians experience persecution in their neighborhoods. Neighbors, for instance, will 
exclude converts from social gatherings and are likely to cause converts to lose their 
jobs. Pray that God will provide for these believers.  
• Violent radical Islamic groups are active in the border areas to the south. They will 
target any Christian, whether foreign of national, if the opportunity arises. Pray for the 
safety of these believers. 
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CONTINUE IN WORSHIP 
 
Remembering what we read in Hebrews, and thinking about how hard it is for the 
Tunisian Christians to worship, let’s thank God for revealing Jesus to us for salvation. 
He is our hope even in the face of persecution and trouble and strife. 
_ 
 
COME BEHOLD THE WONDROUS MYSTERY 
 
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven's praises, robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us 
 
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry, He the perfect Sonof Man 
In His living, in His suff'ring, never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam come to save the hell-boundman 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law; in Him we stand 
 
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry, Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father's plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold 
 
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry, slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e'er restrain Him, Praise the Lord, He is alive 
What a foretaste of deliv'rance! How unwavering our hope! 
Christ in power resurrected, as we will be when He come 
_ 
 
Remember that God sent Jesus so that He would die on the cross for our sins, shedding 
his blood as the payment for the penalty we all deserve. Though all of us who believe in 
Him are completely forgiven, it is good to take a moment to consider how sin continues 
to fight in our flesh.  
 
Pray that God would reveal sin in your life this morning. Thank Him for the 
forgiveness we have in Jesus. Ask for His help to live by His Spirit. 
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Let’s sing this song together in response… 
_ 
 
O PRAISE THE NAME (ANÁSTASIS) 
 
I cast my mind to Calvary 
Where Jesus bled and died for me. 
I see His wounds, His hands, His feet. 
My Savior on that cursed tree 
 
His body bound and drenched in tears 
They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb. 
The entrance sealed by heavy stone 
Messiah still and all alone 
 
CHORUS: 
O praise the name of the Lord our God 
O praise His name forever more 
For endless days we will sing Your praise 
Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 
 
Then on the third at break of dawn, 
The Son of heaven rose again. 
O trampled death where is your sting? 
The angels roar for Christ the King 
 
(CHORUS) 
 
He shall return in robes of white, 
The blazing Son shall pierce the night. 
And I will rise among the saints, 
My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face 
 
(CHORUS x2) 
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LISTEN TO YOUR FATHER | ACTS 6:8-8:3 
 
Okay, yes, kids – you should listen to your father while he teaches you today! But 
beyond our fathers and our imperfections, we ought to listen to God our heavenly father. 
In this text, we’ll see examples of those who listened to God and spoke his word, and 
also of those who refused to listen and rebelled against God. Let’s take a moment to 
pray and ask for God’s help before you start, that we would all listen to Him well. 
 
Father, what we know not, teach us. What we are not, make us. What we have not, give 
us. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 
STEPHEN’S ARREST | 6:8-15 

GOD’S WORD WILL GO OUT, 
EVEN WHEN THE WORLD DISPUTES IT. 

READ 
Younger kids, read the story of Stephen in The Action Bible (at the end of this guide, 
pages 13-14). Older kids, read Acts 6:8-15 & 7:51-8:3. Youth and adults, read Acts 6:8-15. 
 
Stephen was the first servant set apart for ministry in Acts 6:5. Now Luke describes him 
full of the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. He is the first non-apostle to 
have performed signs and wonders in Acts. He is also described as speaking with 
wisdom and the Spirit, which were the characteristics of the servants described in 6:3. 
However, there was a group from the local synagogues that rose up and disputed with 
Stephen. The Freedmen were descendants of those enslaved in Rome by Pompeii in 63 
BC. Cyrenians and Alexandrians were those from North Africa. And Cilicia and Asia 
were in modern day Turkey. So, this entire group is formed by Jews from outside 
Jerusalem in what is called the diaspora.  
 
Luke says in verse 10 that “they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with 
which he was speaking.” So, they instigated some against him, while others spoke false 
witness against him. They said they heard him speak blasphemy saying that Jesus 
would tear down the temple and change the customs that Moses delivered. But Jesus 
never said he would literally tear down the temple – He was speaking of his own body 
(John 2:19-21). Nor did Jesus ever change the customs Moses delivered, but came to 
fulfill them (Matthew 5:17).  
Nevertheless, when they said this, they saw his face was like an angel – probably 
glowing like Moses when he came down from Mount Sinai with the law (Exodus 34:29-
35) or like Jesus in his transfiguration (Matthew 17:2). 
 
Then, at the beginning of Acts 7, Caiaphas, the high priest, asks Stephen, “Are these 
things so?” 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
- What are the important characteristics listed in the text describing Stephen? How might 
you take steps to make sure these characteristics are evident in your life? 
- What was the reaction to Stephen’s signs and wonders and teaching? Why? 
- What kind of reaction would you expect to get from the world if you spoke the truth 
about God, full of grace and power, spirit and wisdom? 
 
STEPHEN’S SPEECH | 7:1-53 

GOD’S SPIRIT WILL BE AT WORK, 
EVEN WHEN THE WORLD RESISTS HIM. 

 
READ 
Before we read all of Stephen’s sermon, read his closing remarks in Acts 7:51-53. This 
will give us a brief summary of what we’ll see in the whole sermon. 
 
Acts 7:51-53 is the closing of Stephen’s sermon to high priest and Jews gathered. His 
whole sermon builds to this point. He uses the language of the Old Testament prophets 
and calls them “stiff necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, always resisting 
the Holy Spirit.” They were just like their fathers except worse! Their fathers had 
persecuted and killed the prophets that announced the coming of the Messiah, but they 
had persecuted and killed Messiah himself, Jesus Christ.  
 
We’re going to read through Stephen’s entire sermon in Acts 7:2-53. This is the one of 
the best historical summaries of the Old Testament seen through the lens of the cross 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ! 
Take some time as you are reading through Stephen’s sermon to write down what God 
is doing and the people’s response using the CHART given on the next page. On the 
LEFT SIDE of the chart, write down all the things God or his servants (Joseph, Moses, 
etc.) did for his people. Some are abundantly clear, while others are God’s hand at work 
behind the scenes. On the RIGHT SIDE of the chart, write down all the things the 
people did in response to God’s actions. (Again, some are clear, while others are harder 
to see.) The chart is organized into smaller sections of the sermon which reflect certain 
periods of Old Testament history. There are a lot of Old Testament quotes and allusions 
in Stephen’s sermon.  
(If you want to dive deeper into each of these, you can read them later in Genesis 12:1-
3, 17:1-14, 37:12-28, 41:37-45, 45:3-13, Exodus 1-3, 14:21-31, 19, 32, 40:16-38, 
Deuteronomy 18:15-19, 2 Samuel 7:1-17, 1 Kings 6, Isaiah 66:1-2, and Amos 5:25-27.)  
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What did God do for his people? What did God’s people do in response? 

Acts 7:2-16 | The Patriarchs – Genesis 12-50 

Acts 7:17-34 | Moses’ Birth and Calling – Exodus 1-3 

Acts 7:35-43 | Moses’ Leadership – Exodus 4-32 

Acts 7:44-50 | The Tent & Temple – Exodus 40,  
                                         2 Samuel 7, 1 Kings 6 

Acts 7:51-53 | The Gospels of Jesus Christ – 
                                                 Matthew-John 

Now read ACTS 7:2-53 and fill out the chart below… 



9 

Clearly, God is the main actor in this drama called the Old Testament, and the people 
are often opposed against him. God made a special group of people through one man 
(Abraham) and made a promise to bless them and give them a special land to worship 
him, but they were jealous and fought against one another. Eventually they went into 
slavery, but God provided for them along the way. God raised up a deliverer and 
delivered his people out of slavery, but they grumbled and complained against him. God 
gave his people his law and commands to worship him and live long in the land, but 
they replaced him with a statue. God promised to raise up one better than Moses they 
should listen to, but they chose to worship the sun, moon, and stars. God even dwelled 
with them in the tent of meeting, and later the temple, to be present with them even 
Heaven is his throne and earth his footstool. He sent prophets to announce the coming 
of His Messiah, but they persecuted them and ignored their message. 
Even when God sent Jesus, His promised Messiah, the people continued in their 
rejection of God through His life and resisted the Holy Spirit by betraying and murdering 
Jesus, God’s Son and our Savior. 
 
QUESTIONS 
- In what ways have you rejected God and been resistant to the Holy Spirit in your life? 
 
Hopefully God has cut our heart and our ears so that we might hear and believe who 
Jesus is and what he has done for us. He is God and became man. The Son of God left 
heaven and came to earth. He was born sinless of a virgin and lived a sinless life. Yet, 
he willingly laid down his life on the cross as our substitute to take the punishment for 
our sins and bear God’s wrath. He died and was buried, but rose again on the third day! 
Then he ascended into heaven and now is at the right hand of the Father.  
 
- Have you come to understand and believe that to be true? If not, would you today? 
- If so, consider, are there areas of your life that you are currently being like the people 
Stephen is describing, “stiff-necked” and resisting the Holy Spirit? Take some time to 
repent and confess. 
 
STEPHEN’S DEATH | 7:54-8:3 

GOD’S SON WILL RECEIVE HIS OWN, 
EVEN WHEN THE WORLD PERSECUTES THEM. 

READ 
Now read Acts 7:54-8:3, and let’s see how the people responded. 
 
They did not respond how I hope many of us responded to the last question: humble 
and penitent. Instead, they were enraged that someone would speak about them like 
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that! But what Stephen had said was still true, which is why they were so mad. They had 
ignored what God had done for them before, and they continued to do so again. 
 
Then, Stephen experienced the Trinity like very few have on earth, but all of us will in 
heaven. He was full of the spirit, saw the glory of God, and saw Jesus at His right hand! 
He told the people what he saw and it made them so mad, they plugged their ears and 
cast him out of the city to stone him and kill him.  
While they were stoning him, he uttered his last words before he died, two of the same 
phrases Jesus also said when he was dying on the cross: “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them,” and, “Receive my Spirit.” Jesus most definitely received his spirit in that 
moment, and he would not hold that sin against any who would repent and believe.  
 
We see the magnitude of that truth foreshadowed in chapter 8:1-3. A man named Saul 
was there and approved of Stephen’s execution. Saul would be one of those whose sin 
was not held against them, because he would later come to repent and believe in Jesus 
himself. He would go from being stiff-necked and resistant to the Holy Spirit to being 
God’s chosen instrument to carry the gospel to the Gentiles and kings and children of 
Israel (Acts 9:15).  
 
Nevertheless, this was the act that began the scattering of the early church. Up to this 
point, the church had been gathered together in the city of Jerusalem; but now, it would 
begin to spread because of persecution against those who believed in Jesus from the 
hands of Saul and other Jews like him.  
 
QUESTIONS 
- Do your words ever stir people up in this way because you told them they were sinners 
and in need of a savior? 
- Would you be able to share the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ with them if 
they were not enraged and knew your words to be true? 
 
We ought to be able and willing to do both so that others might come to know the 
salvation that is found only in Jesus Christ. One day, we too will see what Stephen saw 
that day, the heavens opened, the glory of God, and Jesus at his right hand. In that day, 
will he receive your spirit? Or will he say, “Depart from me, for I never knew you.”? I 
hope he says to all of us, “Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter in to the joy of 
your master.” 

 
Take a moment to pray and ask God for his help, as you respond to what you’ve learned 
today in His word. 
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RESPOND IN WORSHIP 
 
Let’s sing these songs together as we consider what God has shown us in His word. 
 
SOVEREIGN OVER US 
 
There is strength within the sorrow 
There is beauty in our tears 
And You meet us in our mourning 
With a love that casts out fear 
 
You are working in our waiting 
You're sanctifying us 
When beyond our understanding 
You're teaching us to trust 
 
CHORUS: 
Your plans are still to prosper 
You have not forgotten us 
You're with us in the fire and the flood 
You're faithful forever 
Perfect in love 
You are sovereign over us 
 
You are wisdom unimagined 
Who could understand Your ways 
Reigning high above the Heavens 
Reaching down in endless grace 
 
You're the lifter of the lowly 
Compassionate and kind 
You surround and You uphold me 
And Your promises are my delight 
 
(CHORUS) 
 
Even what the enemy means for evil 
You turn it for our good 
You turn it for our good and for Your glory 
Even in the valley, You are faithful 
You're working for our good 
You're working for our good and for Your glory 
 
(CHORUS x2) 
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CENTER 
 
CHORUS: 
Oh Christ, be the center of our lives 
Be the place we fix our eyes 
Be the center of our lives 
 
You're the center of the universe 
Everything was made in You, Jesus 
Breath of every living thing 
Everyone was made for You 
 
You hold everything together 
You hold everything together 
 
(CHORUS) 
 
You hold everything together 
You hold everything together 
You hold everything together 
You hold everything together 
 
(CHORUS) 
 
We lift our eyes to heaven 
We wrap our lives around your life 
We lift our eyes to heaven, to You (x2) 
 
 
Take a moment to pray and thank God for all that He has done in and through His word 
today. 
 

COMMISSION 
 
We as your elders have been praying for you this week, and we hope that God has 
used this time to speak to you in His word and draw your hearts to worship Christ. May 
His Spirit direct us this week, even in this time of isolation, to reach out to those in need 
and be the church He has called us to be. Consider who in our church you can call or 
text and share how God used this time in your life or the life of your family. Consider a 
friend or neighbor or coworker you might reach out to this week to show the love of 
Christ through a meal or a conversation. Be bold like Stephen to speak about what God 
has done, and pray that unlike the Jews in today’s passage, they would respond in faith. 
 
Fields Church: even from home, you are sent out to be the church in the world.  
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