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SUNDAY AT HOME WORSHIP GUIDE 
March 29 

 
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 

 
This is set up just like our Sunday Morning Worship Gathering! When there’s a song, 
sing; when the guide leads you to pray, pray; when the sermon is being read and taught 
and discussed, take notes. Read, pray, talk together, and let God use this time to build 
up his church, even at home.  Follow along with the instructions in each section. 
Whenever you see what looks like a link, you can go to 
www.thefieldschurch.net/sundayathome for a full list of resources linked with 
headings and page numbers to help you find the right one. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
CALL TO WORSHIP – 1 song page 2 
 
PRAYER FOR THE NATIONS – Somalia page 3 
 
CONTINUE IN WORSHIP – 2 songs page 4 
 
SERMON – Forgiveness, Salvation, and Paradise | Luke 23:32-43 page 6 
 
RESPOND IN WORSHIP – 2 songs page 12 
 
COMMISSION page 13 

 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR KIDS page 14-21 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Have you felt sad this week? Maybe you’ve felt sad because you miss your friends, or 
your routine, or because of what’s happening in our world; or maybe you’ve felt sad 
because of something you’ve done or haven’t done this week. In the book of Zechariah, 
God said that he would come into this sad world and live in the midst of its brokenness, 
and one day, he would be pierced and killed. But “on that day,” Zechariah writes in 
13:1, “there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness,” and in 14:8, “living 
waters shall flow out of Jerusalem.”  
 
Hundreds of years later, Jesus came and not only lived in the midst of sadness, but 
bore the weight of the world’s sinful brokenness on the cross. He did not remain dead, 
but rose again to life three days later. At the cross, God transformed the death that 
should have been our greatest source of sorrow into the life that is our greatest source 
of joy. Take some time this morning to sing together as a family and remember that 
even though our sin and sorrow is great, his grace and mercy is more. 
_ 
 
HIS MERCY IS MORE  
 
CHORUS: 
Praise the Lord His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness new every morn 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
What love could remember no wrongs we have done 
Omniscient all knowing He counts not their sum 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
CHORUS 
 
What patience would wait as we constantly roam 
What Father so tender is calling us home 
He welcomes the weakest the vilest the poor 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
CHORUS 
 
What riches of kindness He lavished on us 
His blood was the payment His life was the cost 
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
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PRAYER FOR THE NATIONS 

Somalia 
 
(Watch the video and look through the pictures as someone reads.) 
 
Think about some of the difficulties we are facing because of the coronavirus outbreak. 
We have to stay at home, not hang out with our friends, not get to go to work or school 
or meet together as a church…it has not been an easy time for many of us. 

And yet, for Christians living in Somalia, life is so much harder. Decades of instability 
have led to such high rates of poverty and illiteracy. With no permanent government, the 
Union of Islamic Courts governs the country. 99.7% of Somalis follow Islam. Somalia 
remains mired in civil war, tribalism and violent Islamic militancy.  

Of the more than 15 million people living in Somalia, an estimated 4,000 believers 
in the country worship in secret house churches. Bibles are illegal, so there is 
almost no access to Scripture. Living publicly as a Christian is highly dangerous. 

Most Somalis believe that to be Somali is to be Muslim, so those who come to Christ 
are seen as denying their religion as well as their entire nationality. Conversion to 
Christianity is regarded as a betrayal of the Somali family and clan. When Somalis are 
suspected of being converts, it is more likely that they will be intimidated and ultimately 
killed by family members than be imprisoned. The risks are high, but many of the 
Christians there are bold to share their faith regardless. 
 
The turmoil and strife in the country has resulted in a massive population of Somalis 
leaving the country to live in other places all over the world.  This dispersion of Somali 
people has also created unique opportunities for the Gospel to spread among the 
Somali people. They are now more accessible, and there are more Somali believers 
today than ever before. Many of these Somali Christians are passionate about sharing 
their faith with their people. 
 
This is a spiritually dark place that continues to get darker, but we know that Jesus is 
the light of the world, and he can and already is calling people to faith in Somalia who 
can say with the prophet Micah, “Rejoice not over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I 
shall rise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me” (7:8). 
 
Let’s pray together for the Christians in Somalia. 
• Pray for the believing minority who suffer immense persecution and martyrdom. 
• Pray for courage and strength for those who are boldly sharing their faith. 
• Pray for safe fellowship and encouragement for isolated believers. 
• Pray for the unbelieving family members and friends of Christians to have mercy and 
for God to open their hearts to the light of Jesus. 
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CONTINUE IN WORSHIP 
 
All mankind, from the persecutor in Somalia to each one of us, has sinned against God, 
but because of God’s love for us, Jesus went to the cross and died for our sins. Let’s 
these next two songs and praise God for loving us and offering us forgiveness in Jesus. 
_ 
 
JESUS PAID IT ALL 
 
And I hear the savior say 
Thy strength indeed is small 
Child of weakness, watch and pray 
Find in me thine all in all 
 
REFRAIN: 
'Cause Jesus paid it all 
All to Him I owe 
Sin had left a crimson stain 
He washed it white as snow 
 
Lord, now indeed I find 
Thy power and thine alone 
Can change the leper's spots 
And melt the heart of stone 
 
REFRAIN 
 
O praise the One who paid my debt 
And raised this life up from the dead (x4) 
 
And when before the throne 
I stand in Him complete 
Jesus died my soul to save 
My lips shall still repeat 
 

HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE 
FOR US 
 
How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 
 
Behold the man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 
 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished 
 
I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 
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As we approach the church’s yearly celebration of Christ’s resurrection on Easter 
Sunday, April 12, we will be taking a break from our study in Acts to consider Luke’s 
account of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. We thought this would be a good 
time to read aloud together the Apostles’ Creed. From as early as the second century, 
Christians used statements of faith, like the Apostles’ Creed, to publicly declare their 
faith in Christ with a short summary of the essential doctrines of our faith.   
 
Take a moment to read the Apostles’ Creed aloud, and then pray together. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, dead, and buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended to heaven,  
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,  
from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy universal church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
PRAY 
“God and Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, as we prepare to read your Word 
and consider some of the last words of your Son while on the cross, we pray that by the 
power of your Holy Spirit you would prepare our heart, mind, eyes, and ears to believe, 
understand, see, and hear more clearly who you are, what you have done for us, and 
how desperately we need you. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.” 
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FORGIVENESS, SALVATION, AND PARADISE | LUKE 
23:32-43 
 
FOR YOUNGER KIDS: 
If you have younger kids, have them read ‘Crucified’ in The Action Bible (pages 14-19) 
and let them work on the activity sheet and coloring page (pages 20-21) while you and 
your older kids read through the scripture and sermon. 
 
READ 
Have someone read Luke 23:32-43 aloud. 
 
Last week we finished studying the first section of Acts that describes how the early 
church ‘Gathered’ in Jerusalem (Acts 1-7) before being ‘Scattered’ to all Judea and 
Samaria (Acts 8-12) and were eventually ‘Sent’ to the ends of the earth (Acts 13-28).  
 
Luke concluded the ‘Gathered’ section with the story of Stephen, one of the first 
servants set apart to serve the needs of the growing church in Acts 6, who did signs and 
wonders and spoke the Gospel to the people. However, the religious leaders didn’t like 
it so they had him arrested. He was given a chance to speak and defended his faith in 
Jesus Christ. In the power of the Holy Spirit, he urged them to stop rejecting God and 
resisting the Holy Spirit like their fathers. That made them all the more enraged and they 
cast him out of the city and stoned him. This persecution led to the ‘Scattering’ of the 
church in Acts 8-12. During this natural break in the book of Acts, we will be taking a 
break from our study for the next two weeks to consider some of Jesus’ last words 
in the gospel of Luke before remembering his resurrection on Easter Sunday, April 12. 
 
Just before Stephen died, he cried out, “Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit,” and, “Lord, do 
not hold this sin against them.” Interestingly, those are also two of the three phrases 
that Luke records in Luke 23 that Jesus spoke from the cross just before he died. Luke 
thought it was important for us to see the similarity of the deaths of Jesus and Stephen 
and how they responded to the sinful acts surrounding them. This text will not only help 
us to better grasp the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ shown to all who repent and 
believe, but will also reveal to us the type of response we ought to show to those who 
sin against and persecute us. 
 
OPENING ILLUSTRATION – WORDS ARE IMPORTANT 
One of my favorite authors to read and pastors to listen to is John Piper. He is quoted 
as saying, 

“Books don't change people; paragraphs do, Sometimes even sentences.” (John Piper in A 
Godward Life) 
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Funny enough, except for the Bible, John Piper’s books have probably impacted me 
more than any others! I remember how impactful the first John Piper book I read, Don’t 
Waste Your Life, was on my faith. In fact, I bought a box of 50 and gave them to the 
graduating seniors at my last church! But when I look back at that book, he’s right: it’s 
actually paragraphs and sentences that change us most. I have brackets and stars 
around paragraphs that stood out and sentences underlined throughout the book. I can 
quickly look back at that book and see which paragraphs and sentences changed me 
most by simply looking for the markings. Do you have a quote from a book or a Bible 
verse that has impacted you over the years? 
 
I think John Piper would agree, since God’s Word is inspired, inerrant, authoritative, and 
sufficient, all of it can change us. However, there are some paragraphs and sentences 
in the Bible that have changed us more than others over the years. Specifically, there 
are some paragraphs or sentences of Jesus that have changed us more than others at 
different times. Over the next 2 weeks, we’ll look at a few things Jesus said from the 
cross just before he died. The simple fact that he spoke these words just before he died 
makes them extremely important for us to consider. 
 
THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST AND HIS PRAYER FOR 
FORGIVENESS | LUKE 23:32-34 
 
CHRIST’S CRUCIFIXION MADE FORGIVENESS POSSIBLE 
 
Have someone read Luke 23:32-34 aloud. 
 
There were two others who were being led away to be crucified that day and Luke 
highlights the radical difference between Jesus and these two men. They were 
criminals. They actually deserved this punishment. Jesus was not a criminal. He didn’t 
deserve this. He was simply allowing himself to die a criminal’s death.  
 
When they came to the place called “The Skull,” also called Golgotha (Greek) and 
Calvary (Latin), they crucified Jesus and the two criminals, one on his left and one on 
his right. There is not much said about act of crucifixion in the gospels because 
crucifixion was so common during that time that it didn’t need to be explained. However, 
crucifixion is foreign to all of us, so it might help us to consider what is being inferred in 
that simple statement, “they crucified him.” They likely laid each of them down on a 
crucifix that was laying on the ground and nailed each of them to their own cross 
through their wrists and feet. On Jesus’ cross, they also nailed a mocking sign over his 
head that read, “This is the King of the Jews.” Then they raised each crucifix up and slid 
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it into a hole in the ground, holding it straight up in the air. This is the scene we are so 
familiar with and often see pictured in children’s Bibles. However, it’s important to not let 
this scene become so familiar in our minds that we miss the gravity of this moment.  
 
It was there that Jesus hung from the cross with blood dripping from his hands, his feet, 
and his head. It was there that his exposed back, which was torn open during his 
flogging, was being grated against the rough timber of the cross. It was there that he 
had to gasp for every single breath by pushing and pulling himself up for air. All of this 
made the last words Jesus spoke all the more important, as each word would have 
caused him immeasurable pain and suffering.  
 
Luke records Jesus’ first words from the cross in Luke 23:34: “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” Jesus used his precious breath to call out to God the 
Father, the maker of heaven and earth, and ask him to forgive those who participated in 
his crucifixion. When he said, “they know not what they do,” Jesus didn’t mean that their 
actions were not still sinful or that they were not guilty. On the contrary, their actions 
were both sinful and guilty for killing not just an innocent man, but the perfect Son of 
God. Jesus meant that they didn’t understand the gravity of their actions and how they 
would be used by God to fulfill prophecy from the Old Testament and establish salvation 
for his people. 
 
Likewise, when Paul is writing to the church in Corinth, he speaks about how the 
wisdom imparted to them from God is different from the wisdom of this age. He said, 
 

[8] None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. (1 Corinthians 2:8 ESV) 

 
When Jesus was crucified on the cross next to criminals and prayed for his persecutors’ 
forgiveness, he was actually fulfilling Isaiah 53:12. There, God said of the coming 
Messiah, who would be Jesus Christ,  
 

Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

because he poured out his soul to death 
and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 
and makes intercession for the transgressors.  

(Isaiah 53:12 ESV) 
 



9 

What kind of humility would it take to pray such a prayer? What mercy and grace Jesus 
showed by praying this prayer for those executing him! And just think how this prayer 
would be answered in the following hours, days, and weeks, as many would put their 
faith in him as the Son of God: the thief on the cross, the centurion at the foot of the 
cross, hundreds after his resurrection, thousands at Pentecost, and tens of thousands 
throughout Acts. Remember how Stephen repeated these words at his stoning, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them,” and how Saul was looking on in approval yet would 
one day himself receive the answer to Stephen’s prayer. Clearly, God is faithful to offer 
forgiveness, even to those who seem to be the worst of sinners. 
 
Not only was Jesus praying for them then, but he is also praying for us now. 
 

 [34] Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. (Romans 8:34 

ESV) 
 
What sin of ours should we confess, knowing that forgiveness is possible in Christ? 
 
What sin of others do we need to forgive and ask God to forgive as well? 
 
THE MOCKING OF CHRIST AND HIS SACRIFICE FOR SIN | 
LUKE 23:35-39 

 
CHRIST’S SACRIFICE MADE SALVATION POSSIBLE 
 
Have someone read Luke 23:35-39 aloud. 
 
So how do the people respond to Jesus’ first words from the cross? Well, Luke records 
three different people all responding the same way. Just look at the similarity of their 
actions and words! The rulers scoffed, the soldiers mocked, and one of the criminals 
railed at Jesus. They said, “Let him save himself,” “Save yourself,” and “Save yourself 
and us.” Three different groups of people tell Jesus three different times to save himself, 
but he never does! Instead, he stays silent, fulfilling Isaiah 53:7: 
 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

so he opened not his mouth.  
(Isaiah 53:7 ESV) 
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They thought that Jesus speaking up and saving himself would be proof that he really 
was the Son of God, but it was actually his silence and sacrifice that would prove he 
was truly the Son of God. Instead of saving himself to save us, he sacrificed himself to 
save us! The sinless Son of God died a sinner’s death at the hands of sinners, and he 
didn’t speak a word to defend himself or prolong his life. 
 
Think about it for a second: Christ’s silence and ultimate sacrifice on the cross 
accomplished our salvation. Consider the restraint he had to obey God to the end. 
Consider the steadfastness and love he had for those that were scoffing, mocking, and 
railing at him. Consider the willingness he displayed when he laid down his life of his 
own accord. He really was the sacrificial Lamb of God led to the slaughter to take away 
the sin of the world (John 1:29).  
 
Have you ever scoffed, mocked, or railed against Jesus? Think of it this way: have you 
ever been unsatisfied with Christ’s eternal salvation?  Have you ever wanted more from 
him in the moment – another sign, another miracle, another temporary satisfaction? 
Take a moment to be silent before God like Christ and allow him to search you and see if 
there is any grievous way in you that you need to confess.  
 
How do you need to model Christ’s response of silence and sacrifice in hopes that 
others will know the salvation that is made possible in Christ? 
 
THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CHRIST AND HIS PROMISE 
OF SALVATION | LUKE 23:40-43 
 
REPENTANCE AND FAITH MAKE ASSURANCE CERTAIN 
 
Have someone read Luke 23:40-43 aloud. 
 
We know how Jesus responded to these three calls to save himself and others: silence; 
but there was another person who wasn’t silent and opened his mouth. The criminal 
being crucified on the other side of Jesus spoke, and Jesus had a different response. 
First, the criminal rebuked the other criminal for railing against Christ. He then 
acknowledged his own sin, which led him to a holy fear of God and the just punishment 
he deserved. He also acknowledged Jesus’ innocence, as the Christ of God who was 
coming to establish his kingdom.  
 
However, if we look at Matthew’s account in Matthew 27:44, he records that both 
criminals were reviling Christ along with the crowds. So what changed? Why did this 
one seek mercy? Maybe it was in response to Jesus’ earlier prayer for forgiveness. 
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Maybe it was because of Jesus’ silence in the midst of mocking. Maybe it was because 
he realized was facing sure death with no assurance of eternal life. Either way, before 
he died, God clearly cut his heart. In that moment, he feared God, repented of his sin, 
believed Jesus was the Christ, and sought forgiveness and salvation in him. 
Finally, he asked Jesus to remember him when he was coming into his kingdom. Jesus 
assured him that he would be in paradise with him that very day since he came to the 
realization that he was as a sinful man and Jesus was the sinless Son of God. He 
wasn’t required to do anything else! Since Jesus promises him paradise, we can know 
he wasn’t forced to spend time in purgatory or hell before going to heaven. He was 
assured of his immediate place in eternity with Christ through his repentance and faith in 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
 
The thief on the cross is the last person we would expect to see respond in faith in this 
story, and the last person we would expect to see in heaven one day; but isn’t that true 
of us as well? Just because we may not have been convicted of a crime worthy of the 
death penalty on this earth, we are all guilty of crimes against God worthy of the eternal 
death penalty in hell. Don’t think you are any better than the thief on the cross. Don’t 
think anyone else is too far-gone to receive the salvation of God. Don’t think it is ever to 
late for someone to have assurance of their salvation. If we will all, like the thief, simply 
acknowledge our sin before a just God and cry out to Jesus Christ for mercy, we will find 
the assurance of salvation we were looking for! And he promises all of us a place with 
him in paradise with all the other thieves!  
 
Have you turned away from the world and toward Christ to acknowledge your sin? Have 
you believed and called upon Jesus Christ to save you? I urge you to do so today! 
 
Christian, have you added anything to the cross of Christ to give you more assurance of 
your own salvation? The story of the thief begs us not to do so in hopes of us trusting 
and worshiping only him! 
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RESPOND IN WORSHIP 
 
Let’s sing these songs together as we consider what God has shown us in His word. 
 
IT IS WELL 
 
When peace like a river, attendeth my way 
When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to know 
It is well, it is well, with my soul 
 
REFRAIN: 
It is well, (it is well), 
With my soul, (with my soul) 
It is well, it is well, with my soul 
 
My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought 
My sin, not in part but the whole 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul 
 
REFRAIN 
 
For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live 
If Jordan above me shall roll, 
No pang shall be mine, for in death as in life 
Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul 
 
It is well, (it is well) 
With my soul, (with my soul) 
I will say to my soul: 
Bless the Lord, O my soul (x3) 
It is well, it is well, with my soul 
 
And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll 
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend 
Even so, it is well with my soul 
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O PRAISE THE NAME (ANÁSTASIS) 
 
I cast my mind to Calvary 
Where Jesus bled and died for me. 
I see His wounds, His hands, His feet. 
My Savior on that cursed tree 
 
His body bound and drenched in tears 
They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb. 
The entrance sealed by heavy stone 
Messiah still and all alone 
 
CHORUS: 
O praise the name of the Lord our God 
O praise His name forever more 
For endless days we will sing Your praise 
Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 
 
Then on the third at break of dawn, 
The Son of heaven rose again. 
O trampled death where is your sting? 
The angels roar for Christ the King 
 
(CHORUS) 
 
He shall return in robes of white, 
The blazing Son shall pierce the night. 
And I will rise among the saints, 
My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face 
 
(CHORUS x2) 
 
Take a moment to pray and thank God for all that He has done in and through His word 
today. 

COMMISSION 
 
We as your elders are continuing to pray for you this week, and we hope that God has 
used this time to speak to you in His word and draw your hearts to worship Christ. May 
His Spirit direct us this week, even in this time of isolation, to reach out to those in need 
and be the church He has called us to be. Consider whom in our church you can call or 
text and share how God used this time in your life or the life of your family. Consider a 
friend or neighbor or coworker you might reach out to this week to show the love of 
Christ through a meal or a conversation. 
 
Fields Church: even from home, you are sent out to be the church in the world.  
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THE LAST WORDS OF JESUS 
WORD SEARCH 

 
  FATHER FORGIVE 
  BEHOLD MOTHER 
  TODAY PARADISE 
  JESUS THIRST 
  GOD FORSAKEN 
  LIFE FINISHED 
  HOPE SPIRIT 
 

There are 14 more bonus words hidden…  
Write them down here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you find them all? 
 

WORDS MATTER! 
What’s happening here? Draw pictures 
and write in your own words to make 
your own comic and tell your own story! 
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