
 

 
 

SUNDAY AT HOME WORSHIP GUIDE 
May 3 

 
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 

 
This is set up just like our Sunday Morning Worship Gathering! Read, pray, talk 
together, and let God use this time to build up his church, even at home.  Follow along 
with the instructions in each section. Whenever you see what looks like a link, go to 
thefieldschurch.net/sundayathome for a full list of resources linked. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP – 1 song page 2 
 
PRAYER FOR THE NATIONS – Kuwait page 2 
 
CONTINUE IN WORSHIP – 3-4 songs page 3 
 
SERMON GUIDE – Does God Hear When You Pray?  page 5-14 
                                                                               Nehemiah 1 
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR KIDS page 15-16 



CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
BY FAITH  
 
By faith we know You made the world  
By faith we know that Abel gave  
The better sacrifice, but not because his was something better 
But by faith 
 
By faith we know that Abraham  
Was sent out from his native land  
A stranger and a foreigner, living for a promised country  
By faith  
 
CHORUS: 
But they all died in their faith  
The promise they were strangers to we now know by name  
Why can’t we live the same?  
By faith  
 
By faith that promise was passed on  
To Isaac, Jacob, Joseph’s sons  
So future ones would know You and seek to be Your children  
By faith  
 
By faith we know so many who  
Accomplished wondrous things in You  
Though tortured and abandoned, they pursued the hope of promise  
By faith  
 
(CHORUS x2) 
 
So let us fix our eyes on Jesus, author of our faith  
Let us run with perseverance, He will lead the way (x2) 
By faith 
 

PRAYER FOR THE NATIONS 

Kuwait 
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CONTINUE IN WORSHIP 
 

KING OF KINGS 
 
In the darkness, we were waiting 
Without hope, without light 
'Til from Heaven You came running 
There was mercy in Your eyes 
To fulfill the law and prophets 
To a virgin came the Word 
From a throne of endless glory 
To a cradle in the dirt 
 
CHORUS: 
Praise the Father, praise the Son 
Praise the Spirit, three in one 
God of glory, Majesty 
Praise forever to the King of Kings 
 
To reveal the kingdom coming 
And to reconcile the lost 
To redeem the whole creation 
You did not despise the cross 
For even in Your suffering 
You saw to the other side 
Knowing this was our salvation 
Jesus for our sake You died 

CHORUS 
 
And the morning that You rose 
All of Heaven held its breath 
'Til that stone was moved for good 
For the Lamb had conquered death 
And the dead rose from their tombs 
And the angels stood in awe 
For the souls of all who'd come 
To the Father are restored 
 
And the church of Christ was born 
Then the Spirit lit the flame 
Now this gospel truth of old 
Shall not kneel, shall not faint 
By His blood and in His name 
In His freedom I am free 
For the love of Jesus Christ 
Who has resurrected me 
 
CHORUS 

 
WHITE AS SNOW 
 
Have mercy on me, oh God 
According to Your unfailing love 
According to Your great compassion 
Blot out my transgressions 
 
Would You create in me  
A clean heart, oh, God? 
Restore in me the joy of Your salvation 
 
The sacrifices of our God 
Are a broken and a contrite heart 
Against You and You alone 
Have I sinned 
 

Wash me white as snow 
And I will be made whole 
Wash me white as snow 
And I will be made whole 
Wash me white as snow 
And I will be made whole 
Wash me white as snow 
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EPHESIANS 2:1-10 
 
And you were dead  
In the trespasses and sins 
In which you once walked 
Following the course of this world and its 
prince 
The spirit now at work in the disobedient 
 
Among whom we all once lived 
In the passions of our flesh 
Carrying out the desires  
Of the body and the mind 
And were by nature children of wrath 
Like the rest of mankind 
 
But God, being rich in mercy 
Because of the great love  
With which He loved us 
Even when we were dead in our trespasses 
Made us alive together with Christ 
By grace you have been saved 
 
He raised us up with Him 
And seated us with Him in the heavenly 
places 
In Christ Jesus 
So that in the coming ages He might show 
The immeasurable riches of His grace 
In kindness towards us in Christ Jesus 
 
For by grace you have been saved 
through faith 
And this is not your own doing 
It is the gift of God, not a result of works 
So no one may boast 
 
For we are His workmanship 
Created in Christ Jesus for good works 
Which God prepared beforehand 
That we should walk in them
 
 

 
 

RISE UP 
 
Our holy God, completely unique 
Said let there be life, and spoke life into me 
What good is this breath if Your glory’s not 
breathed 
So take all of me 
 
Rise up, oh God, to Your rightful place 
And unite our hearts for Your ways 
Take joy once more  
In the praise of Your saints 
Rise up and take Your place 
 
Our jealous God, completely unique 
What good are these songs 
If You are not pleased 
What good are these walls if our God 
retreats, if our God retreats 
 
Speak the words that You spoke  
When You brought us to life 
Breathe revival, Lord, breathe revival 
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SERMON GUIDE 
 

DOES GOD HEAR YOU WHEN YOU PRAY? 
 
Intro 
Last week we looked at Luke 18:1-8, where Jesus taught his disciples to always pray 
and never lose heart. He told them this after saying that he would suffer and die very 
soon, but he would return one day. He wanted to find them ready for his return, being 
persistent in prayer, so that they would not lose heart. 

But the truth is, God does not listen to all people or even hear all prayers. It’s not that he 
can’t hear them. It’s that he chooses not to listen for specific reasons! Listen to what the 
psalmists said. 

If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord would not have listened.  

(Psalm 66:18 ESV) 
If we cherish our sin against the Lord, God will not listen to us. In fact, God tells 
Jeremiah not to even pray for people who cherish their sin (Jeremiah 7:16).  

In addition, Peter tells the early church 

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way…so that 
your prayers may not be hindered. (1 Peter 3:7 ESV) 

Husbands, did you realize God may not be listening to your prayers because you are 
not living with wives in an understanding way? These are just 2 examples in the Bible of 
the kind of people that God does not listen to.  

But there is also a kind of prayer that God does not hear or answer. A couple weeks ago 
we saw in Luke 11:10 that Jesus said, 

For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one 
who knocks it will be opened. (Luke 11:10 ESV) 

And that’s true! But his brother James added, 

You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. (James 4:2–3 ESV) 

So there is not only a kind of person God does not hear, but there is also a kind of 
prayer God does not answer. If we don’t want to lose heart in this life as we wait for 
Christ’s return, we need to be persistent in prayer; but while we are persistent in 
prayer, we want to know that God hears us and hears our prayers.  
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Nehemiah’s Example 
This morning, we are going to look at a man named Nehemiah for an example of the 
kind of person whom God hears and the kind of prayer God answers. The situations he 
found himself in would have caused him to despair and lose heart, had he not 
persistently gone to the Lord in prayer. 

Nehemiah lived during the period of Israel’s history when they were exiles in Persia. 
God had made a people for himself that was descended from Abraham and delivered 
from Egypt by Moses. They entered the Promised Land with Joshua and lived in the 
land with judges and kings. Prophets came and urged them to repent of their idolatry 
and return to the Lord. Unfortunately, they did not, and God punished them by allowing 
them to be defeated in war and taken captive by Assyria and Babylon. The capital of 
Jerusalem and its temple were destroyed in 586 BC and the people were made exiles in 
Babylon. (Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were such people.)  

However, God made a way for his people to return to Jerusalem in 539 BC when King 
Cyrus of Persia took over Babylon and proclaimed that the people of Israel could go 
home and build a house for the Lord, which they finished in 516 BC. After rebuilding the 
temple, Ezra the priest led a second group of exiles to return to Jerusalem and restore 
true worship in the temple in 458 BC. The hand of God was upon him and the people 
repented and returned to the Lord. However, 13 years later, the walls of Jerusalem were 
still in shambles and word got back to Nehemiah who was still an exile in Persia.  

And that’s where this story picks up! Let me challenge you to treat this scripture like 
we’ve outlined in our Bible reading guide, using my notes below to guide you. My hope 
is that this will help you grow in handling the word on your own in your everyday life. It 
will help you to feed yourself and your family, rather than being fed by someone else. In 
this season of isolation, this may be one of the greatest blessings and opportunities we 
have to grow in. 

Take a moment to pray and ask for God’s help before you begin. 

 

The kind of person God hears | Nehemiah 1:1-4 
We need to understand the kind of person God hears. Why is Nehemiah a great 
example of a person who God hears? Let’s look at what details we can learn about his 
life from the text. They may seem like minor details, but further on in the text, we’ll see 
why Nehemiah thought to include them. 
 
Who is Nehemiah? 
If I said, “turn with me to the book of 2nd Ezra,” you would probably be really confused – 
but that’s what the book of Nehemiah is! Ezra and Nehemiah were originally one single 
book, and though the books are anonymous, it’s thought by most that Ezra was the 
author. Ezra was the priest of God who led the people back to true authentic worship in 
Israel. However, Nehemiah chapters 1-7 are the memoirs of Nehemiah himself. So, this 
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opening chapter was recorded by Nehemiah and is included by Ezra in this section of 
Israel’s history. 

So what do we learn about Nehemiah? Well, he was the son of Hacaliah! I bet you 
didn’t know that! And Hacaliah named his son Nehemiah which means, “Yahweh 
comforts.” We will see how Nehemiah’s name came to fruition in the life of Israel 
through his life. 

Verse 1 says “It happened in the 9th month of Chislev,” which would have been 
November/December, “in the 20th year.” …The 20th year of what? Chapter 2:1 tells us 
it’s the 20th year of King Artaxerxes’ reign (464-423 BC). That’s approximately 445 BC, 
again – 13 years after Ezra returned to Israel to restore worship in the temple.  

Nehemiah was in Susa, the capital of Persia, which is in modern day Iran. This was the 
winter residence of the king of Persia (which makes sense why he was there, since it 
was November/December. This is the same place where Esther had lived some 40 
years earlier with Artaxerxes’ father, king Ahasuerus.) 

As we see down in verse 11, Nehemiah was the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. That 
meant that he was likely living in the palace very close to the king, since he would have 
tasted his food and drink before he ate and drank to protect him from being poisoned!  

Bad News from Jerusalem 
While serving the king, verse 2 says that Nehemiah’s brother Hanani and some other 
men came to Persia from Judah. They must have returned with Ezra 13 years 
previously and had now returned. Nehemiah asked them about the Jews who escaped 
the exile and about the city of Jerusalem and unfortunately, Hanani did not have good 
news. He told Nehemiah that the small remnant of Jews who were allowed to leave 
Persia and go back to rebuild Jerusalem and its temple were in great trouble and 
shame.  

Why? What had happened? He explains that the walls surrounding Jerusalem were still 
destroyed, and its gates burned with fire. Apparently, the remnant made it back to 
Jerusalem and was able to begin life in the city and even rebuild the temple, but they 
had been stopped by other nations from rebuilding the walls. Their enemies had written 
a letter to King Artaxerxes to put a stop to Israel, and the king gave them permission. 
Jerusalem had no protection from the outside. These enemies could have come at any 
moment and captured them and taken the city and the temple. This is why they were in 
great trouble and ashamed: their once great and powerful city was still in shambles.  

Think for a moment and imagine Nehemiah’s sorrow. Have you ever sold a house, 
only to drive by it one day and see that it wasn’t taken care of? Or have you ever seen a 
loved one not being cared for or protected like they should be? Or have you ever seen 
someone move away only to not find a church and begin to fall away from the faith? Or 
have you ever looked around the world only to see that it is broken and in shambles and 
begin to lose heart? This is the sorrow that Nehemiah is facing. And remember, what 
did Jesus tell those who long for his appearing to do when they were discouraged? 
Always pray and not lose heart! And that’s exactly what Nehemiah did. 
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- By faith, Nehemiah prayed first and acted second 
As soon as Nehemiah heard these words he sat down and wept, and began mourning 
for days. He fasted even longer than that and prayed to the God of heaven. Nehemiah 
did not act first – he prayed first. He always prayed before he acted throughout the book 
of Nehemiah. Look at these verses… 

So I PRAYED to the God of heaven. And I SAID to the king, (Nehemiah 2:4–5 
ESV) 

And we PRAYED to our God and SET A GUARD as a protection against 
them day and night. (Nehemiah 4:9 ESV) 

… “Do not be afraid of them. REMEMBER the Lord, who is great and 
awesome, and FIGHT for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your 

wives, and your homes.” (Nehemiah 4:14 ESV) 
Even if he only had a second to spare, as in Nehemiah 2:4, Nehemiah’s first action in 
any and every situation was to pray.  He knew that he could do a lot after he prayed, but 
he could do nothing of value until he prayed. 

Our faith in God and his Son Jesus Christ should lead us to pray first and act second. 
If our view of God is small while our view of ourselves is big, we won’t have the kind of 
faith that will lead us to pray first. Instead, we will act first and pray second, asking God 
to bless what we’ve already done. But if we view God as big as we possibly can and 
view ourselves as needy as we truly are, then our belief will lead us to pray first 
and act second, because we will know that we need him and that apart from him we 
can do nothing. 

And before we go on to look at Nehemiah’s prayer, let’s remember who Nehemiah was, 
or rather, who he was not. Nehemiah was not a priest like Ezra. He was not a prophet 
like Haggai. He was not even a dream interpreter like Daniel. Nehemiah was a 
cupbearer for the king.  

What I’m trying to say is, it was not a pastor, missionary, or theologian that lead the 3rd 
return of exiles to Jerusalem to rebuild the city walls – it was a cupbearer. It wasn’t a 
religious leader who broke down and wept and mourned for days for the physical and 
spiritual disrepair of Jerusalem – it was a cupbearer! It wasn’t a cool speaker or worship 
leader that fasted and prayed for weeks till he saw God move. No, it was a 
cupbearer!  Do you hear what I am trying to say? I’m trying to show you that it was a 
simple, humble, and faithful follower of Yahweh who led the revival in Israel and 
rebuilding of Jerusalem.  

What about you? Could you be the one to lead a revival and rebuilding at The Fields at 
the Y in Arlington and Mansfield? Have you wept for the brokenness of our world, 
physically and spiritually? Have you fasted and prayed during this covid-19 pandemic 
for God to put a stop to it and do something in the hearts and minds of the people that 
only he can do? If you’ve done so in response to our challenge to “Listen And Pray 
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Scripture,” praise the Lord! If not, stop and repent of your own apathy and ask the Lord 
to give you a desire to pray. We must be people like Nehemiah who always pray and 
never lose heart. Who by faith, pray first and act second! 

Remember, God doesn’t listen to the prayers of those who cherish iniquity in their heart, 
but the prayer of a righteous person has great power. 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you 
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 

working. (James 5:16 ESV) 
But our own actions cannot make us righteous, as Paul tells us in Romans 3. So how 
are we made righteous? Only by faith in Jesus Christ, the only Righteous One! 

And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, (Romans 4:5 ESV) 

By faith, we are made righteous in God’s eyes. Our faith leads us to pray first and act 
second. The prayer of a righteous person has great power only because God has made 
him righteous by faith, and is at work in him and through him. 

Why are we so easily tempted to act first and pray second? Why should our faith 
in Christ motivate us to pray first instead? 

 

The kind of prayer God answers | Nehemiah 1:5-11 
 
Not only was Nehemiah the kind of person God listens to, but he offered the kind of 
prayer that God hears and answers. We also need to consider what kind of prayer God 
hears and answers. 

- Glorifying worship | v. 5-6a 
Firstly, Nehemiah starts his prayer with worship. He didn’t start with “Please…” He 
started with praise! He didn’t start asking for stuff. He started praising God for who he is 
and what he has done.  
 
He identifies whom he is praying to: “O LORD.” The LORD is Yahweh, the God of Israel, 
the God of heaven, who created heaven and earth! This distinguishes him from all the 
other gods of Persia. Right off the bat, Nehemiah is identifying Yahweh as the only true 
and living God. He worships him for who he is: he is great and awesome! Nehemiah 
praises God for his attributes and characteristics. He worships him for what he has 
done: he is a covenant- and promise-keeping God. He praises him for loving his people 
who keep his commandments by faith. 

Then he asks this God to be attentive to this prayer. Though God does not have 
physical ears or eyes, Nehemiah asks God to have his ears tuned to his prayer and his 
eyes open to his situation, that God would look upon his people and hear them. 
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And he doesn’t stop praying. He prays night and day, again showing how Nehemiah 
puts prayer first over action and trust in self. 

 

“Big God” theology 
Nehemiah is modeling a big view of God here in the opening lines of his prayer. We, 
too, need to have a big view of God when we come to him in prayer. He is not a genie in 
a bottle; he is the sovereign Lord of the universe and we ought to worship him as such!  

Do you find yourself beginning your prayers this way often?  

Take a moment when you begin to pray and simply praise God for who he is and all he 
has done! Consider what you have read about God in his Word lately and worship him. 
Look around you in this world and ask yourself, “who created and sustains all of this?” 
Remember whom you are talking to! 

For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that 

have been made. So they are without excuse. (Romans 1:20 ESV) 

- Humble confession | v. 6b-7 
Secondly, Nehemiah confesses the sins of Israel and his own personal sin to the Lord.  

“Small man” theology 
After modeling a big view of God, now he models a small view of self by acknowledging 
sin. Though God had remained steadfast in his love for his people, his people had not 
remained steadfast in their love for him. They had sinned against the great and 
awesome God of heaven. That’s a pretty humble thing for Nehemiah to say! He 
identifies himself and Israel as servants of God, which Nehemiah would have 
understood quite well, since he was cupbearer and servant of the king. 

Notice: he didn’t just talk about Israel’s sins, but included himself as one who had 
sinned against God. He had to be honest with himself and the Lord. We, too, have to be 
able to admit that we are sinners before we can repent of our sin, and we have to repent 
of our sin before we can be faithful and obedient to the Lord. We can lie to a lot of 
people, but we can’t lie to the Lord – he knows.  

Nehemiah also doesn’t minimize his sin. Earlier he wept, mourned, fasted, and prayed, 
not only because of his sorrow over Jerusalem, but because he knew it was partially 
because of his own sin. He doesn’t identify a specific sin, but he knows all sin is sin, 
from the smallest white lie to the deepest darkest secret. Sin is sin. All sin is acting 
corruptly against the Lord. That Hebrew word, chabal, means, “to offend.” We have all 
personally and directly offended the Lord. You have offended the Lord. Your sin offends 
the Lord, and when we realize it, we should all be ashamed and humbly confess our 
corrupt actions and sinful offense against him. 
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Yet as a repentant believer in Jesus Christ, we must remember what God did to Jesus 
for us. 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21 ESV) 

We are able to confess our sin to God and bare our souls to him because he has 
already punished sin on the cross and by grace through faith we have been saved. The 
punishment we deserved was instead laid upon Christ on the cross. 

Yet we need to continually recognize and admit our sin before the Lord and never make 
light of it, not only so that we will understand what Christ has done for us, but also so 
that we might continually draw near to God. We ought to humble ourselves and confess 
it to the Lord and others knowing that, by faith in Christ, he forgives and cleanses us. 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9 ESV) 

- Truthful promises | v. 8-10 
Thirdly, Nehemiah recalls the promises and covenants of God to Moses and asks God 
to remember them as well. When he asks him to remember, he is not asking because 
God has forgotten. He is asking him to remember and in the act of remembering, to act 
on those promises and covenants. Moses prayed this same prayer after the people 
worshiped the golden calf in the wilderness (Exodus 32:13, Deuteronomy 9:27). 
The promise Nehemiah prays is (v. 8-9), “If you are unfaithful I will scatter you among 
the peoples, but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though 
your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather them and 
bring them to the place that I have chose, to make my name dwell there.” This is a 
summary of Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 4. Nehemiah understands that the first part 
of the promise had, unfortunately, already been fulfilled. Israel had sinned against God 
and were scattered among the nations (specifically in Persia, where he was now). So, 
he prays that the second part of the promise would be fulfilled as well, that they would 
be gathered together again in the promised land. As we looked at earlier, this promise 
had been partially fulfilled when some of the Jews had returned to Jerusalem to rebuild 
the temple, but it remained incomplete since the walls had not been restored and the 
city was in shambles. 

Then, he reminds the Lord again that this people Israel were his servants whom he 
redeemed from slavery in Egypt through the plagues and the parting of the Red Sea. 
They were God’s people! They may have been rebellious sheep, but they were his 
sheep, the children of promise who would one day be saved by the blood of the Lamb! 

We, too, need to recall the promises of God in his Word and his mighty acts in 
the past if we want to be faithful in the present.  

Think about this: we have so many more promises available to us in the new covenant 
than they had in the old! Because of Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection from the 
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grave, we have so many New Testament promises available for us to recall and hold 
fast to in times of need. We have… 

the promise of the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49, Acts 1:4, Ephesians 1:13), 
the promise of the Gospel (Romans 1:2), 
the promise of righteousness by faith (Romans 4:13), 
the promise of adoption (Romans 9:8), 
the promise of eternal life (John 3:16, 2 Tim 4:8, Titus 1:2), 
the promise of rest (Hebrews 4:1), 
the promise of an inheritance (Hebrews 9:15), 
the promise of the crown of life (James 1:12), 
the promise of being heirs of the kingdom (James 2:5), 
the promise of divine nature (2 Peter 1:4), 
the promise of freedom (2 Peter 2:19),  
and the promise of the new heavens and new earth (2 Peter 3:13).  

And indeed, all the promises of God find their ‘yes’ in Jesus! 

For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him 
that we utter our Amen to God for his glory. (2 Corinthians 1:20 ESV) 

And as we remembered last week, God is not slow to fulfill his promises. 

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should 

reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:9 ESV) 
Not only that, but these promises ought to spur us on to live for his honor and his glory!  

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 
defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of 

God. (2 Corinthians 7:1 ESV) 
The kind of prayer God hears is one that holds fast to the truth of God’s promises rather 
than the lies of this world and our own hearts. 

Look back at the list of God’s promises above. Which biblical promises do you 
need to recall and ask the Lord to remember in your life during this time? 

- Courageous requests | v. 11 
Lastly, after worship, confession, and promises, Nehemiah finally makes his 
courageous request of the Lord. He asks the Lord to be attentive for the second time, 
but then follows that up by asking God to give him success and grant him mercy in the 
sight of “this man.” Which man? We find out in the next line: “Now I was cupbearer to 
the king.” Nehemiah wanted to find success and mercy from the king!  
If you read Nehemiah chapter 2, you will see that the king asks Nehemiah why he is so 
sad, and Nehemiah uses that as an opportunity to ask for the king’s favor to send him to 
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Judah to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. That may not seem like that big of a request to 
us; after all, he’s actually asking for a demotion and a job transfer!  

But Nehemiah’s request was huge. The cupbearer was the king’s right-hand man, 
someone who laid down his life for the king at every meal. The king would first have to 
be willing to give up his personal cupbearer. Second, this was an impossible mission. 
Rebuilding the walls of an “enemy” city was not something you would normally ask a 
political leader. That would be like asking our president to rebuild the wall in North 
Korea. Not only does he ask for permission, but he asks him for the money and 
resources to build the wall! 

This is truly a bold, courageous, and faith-filled prayer! The cupbearer to the king of 
Persia knew that he was more than that. He was the servant of the Lord, the God of 
heaven – the great and awesome God!  

When you have that kind of God on your side, it will lead you to ask bold and 
courageous requests of the Lord, because you know that he is able. It will cause you to 
walk by faith and ask such bold requests of the Lord that if he does not answer, you will 
surely fail. The question is not whether or not God is able, but whether or not you 
believe he is able. 

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 
3:20–21 ESV) 

God showed himself to be able when he answered Nehemiah’s prayer. He moved 
Artaxerxes to give him the willingness to give Nehemiah permission and all that he 
needed to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 

Our example: Samuel’s adoption 
In our own lives, we were blessed when God put it on our hearts to adopt, but we knew 
it was something we could not afford on our own nor accomplish without God’s help. 
Thankfully, it was a big view of God and his adoption of us into his family that led us to 
adopt a child into our family, so we asked for his help in every way possible. One 
specific area was the finances: we were told it was going to cost $30-40,000 to adopt 
internationally and we most definitely didn’t have that! So, we asked God for success 
and asked his people for help and God proved to be more than able. Friends and family 
gave us gifts at the perfect moments. We received other grants that paid for specific 
aspects of the adoption. We received another matching gift and asked others to donate 
and we exceeded the matching gift! In fact, we just made our final home study payment 
this week from that matching fund and we still have money left over. We didn’t even 
have to use the original matching gift! We were able to send that back to the original 
adoption fund to help another family as well as be able to put the extra $1,500 in our 
churches adoption fund to help one of you bring a child home through adoption. 
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God is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or imagine. The question is, 
will we ask him? We’ll only ask him if we truly believe him. 

God’s perfect timing 
However, it’s also important to remember that God works on his own timetable. 
Nehemiah asked for success “today,” but Nehemiah 2:1 says it wasn’t until the month of 
Nisan that same year that God answered his prayer. Remember, when did Nehemiah 
pray this prayer? In the 9th month of Chislev; but he didn’t see God do anything until 4 
months later in the month of Nisan. God didn’t necessarily say “no” to his prayer for 
success “today.” He likely started working out the success on that day simply because 
Nehemiah asked. Nevertheless, Nehemiah was faithful to continue to fast and pray for 
weeks and months until he where and how God was moving. 

Conclusion 
God heard Nehemiah’s prayers because they were offered in faith. You can be assured 
that God hears your prayers because of your faith in Christ; that if any of you have put 
your faith in him to save you, Christ’s own righteousness has reconciled you to God. 
That means your Heavenly Father hears every prayer you offer in faith even as he 
heard every prayer of his Righteous Son. 

So church, let’s be the kind of person that God hears – the person who, by faith, prays 
first and acts second. Let’s pray the kind of prayers that God answers, prayers of 
glorifying worship, humble confession, truthful promises, and courageous requests. 

But if you have yet to put your faith in Jesus Christ to save you, I urge you today to 
admit and confess your sins to the Lord and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins and you will be saved! Then and only then will you be the kind 
of person God hears and be able to pray the kind of prayers he answers.  
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