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The Gathering,  

 

It was and is our great joy to labor for you and with you for the cause of Christ.  He alone is worthy of all 

glory, honor and praise.  Thank you. 

 

Our prayer for you in the 2019 year will be two-fold.  These two items will color our prayers in our elder 

meetings, guide our planning time, and will be written on sticky notes on our mirrors and closets as we pass 

them each morning.  And in good preacher fashion (☺), they both start with the same letter…Intimacy and 

Invitational.   

 

I.  Intimacy with God.   

 

We are fervently praying for your intimacy with God.  To have your relationship with God be described as 

“intimate” would mean that you know God personally.  That is, you have faith in His Son Jesus Christ and 

you are pursuing a deeper knowledge of Him as you progress in this short life.  Intimacy means that you love 

God and want to understand him more.  Here are three areas we are praying you would grow in intimacy 

with God: 

 

1. In the word.  We are praying that you would know the Lord deeply through deep time in the 

Scriptures.  Since our God has made himself known through the word, we long for you to know Him 

through it!  It is living and active and able to discern the hearts of men (Heb 4).  The word is true and 

is a shied to those who trust Him (Proverbs 30:5).  The word is useful for all of life and godliness (2 

Timothy 3:16, 1 Peter 1:3-6).  It is also able to make us wise unto salvation (2 Tim 3:15).  

 

2. In prayer.  We pray that you would grow in your relationship with the Lord through Prayer.  The 

world of busyness and smart phones make it difficult to be still and value the importance of prayer.  

The Puritan Thomas Watson stated, “Prayer delights God's ear.  God cannot deny a praying soul.”  

Let’s delight God’s ear together in 2019 and be a people that pray. 

 

3. In your suffering.  We are fervently praying for your intimacy with God in your suffering.  

Christianity is not just “all roses”.  Christ says, “In this world, you will have trouble, but take heart!  I 

have overcome” (John 16:33).   Our prayer is that you will depend on him as your “refuge and 

strength” (Ps 46:1) and “be faithful” amidst the hardships (Rev 2:10). We are praying that you would 

look to God in your suffering and find your portion and satisfaction in Him alone (Ps 73:25-26). 

 

II.  Invitational with Others.   

 

What does the word, “Invitational” mean?  I’m sure you have received an invitation to something in your 

life.  Perhaps it was a birthday party?  Maybe you got an “e-vite” to a baby shower?  You open it up, mark it 

on your calendar and plan to show up to this event.  These events have a beginning time and an ending 

time.  But being “invitational” as a Christian invites people into a live with Christ and life together.  Here 

are three ways we are praying we would be invitational: 

 

1. Invitational to the Gospel.  The Bible says, “The lips of the wise spread knowledge, but the 

hearts of fools are not so” (Proverbs 15:7).  We are praying we would be a people with the gospel of 

God continually on our lips.  This means that we don’t want to resort to inviting people to simply a 

service, but that we teach and live out the saving message of the gospel…that God saves sinners 
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through Jesus.  This might mean your first thought isn’t inviting people into your schedule, but being 

deliberate to jump into theirs.   

 

2. Invitational to Discipleship.  In a Community group and want to be discipled? Discipleship 

always involves both “imparting the Word and imparting our lives” (1 Thess 2:8).  It is never apart 

from instruction with the Word of God, but neither is it apart from a life on life relationship.  At The 

Gathering, we are passionate about replicating ourselves as instructed in the Great Commission (Matt 

28:19-20).  It is not only bringing people to a knowledge of Jesus Christ, but also helping them to 

become like Him; and it doesn’t stop there.  Discipleship is about making disciple-making disciples. 

 It is why we are here.  In 2019, how will you take part in the great commission this year?  Look 

around in your Community Group.  Is there anyone that could disciple you?  Is there anyone 

you would like to disciple? Pray about taking some intentional steps of faith this year.  

 

3. Invitational to Church.  There are a number of items on the calendar this year that provide a 

natural opportunity to invite your friends and family into your rhythms of life such as: 

• The Gathering (Sunday morning service) 

• The Scattering (Community Groups) 

• Women’s Bible Study Tuesday Mornings/Evenings starting Feb 5th | “Finding I AM” 

• March 3rd | “In Sunday” gathering in homes in lieu of Sunday service.  

• April 19th - Good Friday Feast & April 21st - Resurrection Sunday 

• May 19th– Worship Night @ the Maineville YMCA.   

• Men, Desire to teach? Come with us June 5th-7th to The Simeon Trust Workshop  …a training 

of Bible Expositors.  For more info, see simeontrust.org. 

• True Woman Conference (Women) in Sept 2019 in Indianapolis. see reviveourhearts.com 

 

In addition, here are a few items that we would like you to join us in prayer: 

• National/International Missions – We are a “C.I.T.Y” church…Church in the YMCA.  This is a 

unique opportunity to reach communities nationally and internationally.  On a monthly basis, we will 

devote of our service to learning about YMCA’s across the globe and praying for them.  We hope 

that God will stir our hearts for a specific YMCA/people group.   

• Youth Ministry Discipleship – Let’s study/learn together.  This summer, we will have 1-2 dinner 

parties to discuss and facetime some trusted voices in the Youth Ministry world as we craft our plan 

to make disciples to the next generation.  Interested in hosting?  

• Blessed Respite – Blessed Respite offers free babysitting to parents who have special needs children. 

Countryside YMCA (Lebanon) received a grant to expand the program and they have pursued us to 

host/run it at the Maineville YMCA starting in June.   We need someone who is willing to lead and 

see this through for at least a one-year commitment.  It will most likely be a monthly/quarterly event. 

• Meaningful Membership – This year, we are laying out the membership process of The Gathering.  

We’d like to take the Community Group Leaders through membership first in February/March in 

order to be most helpful to you.     

 

In all our striving to care for you, we understand and fully embrace that our shepherding falls ever so short of 

the immeasurable and incomparable sweetness of our Lord the Good and ultimate Shepherd.  He cares for 

His own.  His sheep know His voice and they follow Him (John 10).  Our humble task is to point you to Him 

every step you take and around every corner of your pilgrim’s journey.  We want to lead you home safely, 

tethered closely to Christ.   

 

For His Glory, 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2028.19-20
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2028.19-20
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Peter Leeper & Mike Newman 


