1

THE ALL IN COMMUNITY
The Grove Church is poised to head into the future fully surrendered to Christ and
completely committed to His mission.
In Acts 2:41-47 we see how the early church banded together as a Christ-centered community from
the very beginning. They gathered regularly to serve and spread Jesus’ message of hope. They
grew in grace, maturity, and number. Everything they had they shared in common. Make no
mistake about it, as a community committed to Christ and His mission, they were ALL IN.
The Grove Church has responded to God’s call to redeem people and restore this world through the
power of Jesus Christ. We continuously challenge one another to live out the values and ministry
evidenced in the early church as described in Acts chapter 2. When we surrender our lives to Christ,
He immediately brings us into God’s family. When we choose to join together as a local church, we
declare our commitment to Christ as active participants in His mission through this community.

STEPPING UP TO THE ALL IN CHALLENGE
This devotional study is provided for you, as a part of The Grove Church, to delve into your
commitment to Christ. Our desire is for you, by searching God’s Word and your heart, to discover
how Christ is calling you to participate in His vision for the Grove Church family. If you are already a
participating member, we pray this experience will continue to strengthen your relationship with
Christ and your faithfulness to live out His mission in the world.
This study also serves as a commitment guide for anyone who wants to become a member of the
Grove Church. During this experience, you spend time reading and reflecting on God’s Word and
what it means to be fully committed to Christ in this local church community.

MAKING THE ALL IN COMMITTMENT
At the end of each section, there is a specific Statement of Commitment to affirm. We’ve also
included a section called Membership Sticking Points and Next Steps to support you in your walk
with Christ and your decision to commit to the Grove Church family. Our desire is to provide you
with avenues of accountability so that with full integrity, you may live out your commitment to
Christ and this community. If you discover barriers to becoming a participating member, the Next
Steps are there to guide you in the right direction. If you decide not to become a member at this
time, know that we are excited that God has called you here for this season of your spiritual journey,
and we are willing and available to walk alongside you.
The last page of this packet is the Statement of Commitment each of us makes as a participating
member of the Grove Church. After completing the study and addressing any Membership Sticking
Points, you can complete your membership process by returning this completed packet along with
the signed commitment form to the Grove Church office.
We celebrate with you as you take time to explore your commitment to Christ as part of The Grove
Church.
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ALL IN TO FOLLOW CHRIST
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day. Acts 2:41

When Jesus called people to join Him, there was no mistaking what
He meant by “Follow me.” Drop everything. Turn away from what
destroys life. Leave behind what doesn’t last. Step into the only life
that will last forever. Many people started out following Jesus
while He was alive on earth, but only a relative few stuck it out.
After Christ’s resurrection from the dead, many more gave their
lives to Him and for Him. Individuals who are ALL IN to follow Christ
have received God’s free gift of grace and can’t help but extend it
to others on their own and as part of the church.

RECEIVING GRACE
Read Luke 15:11-24. What self-serving and potentially destructive choices did the younger son
make? What shameful consequences did he face as a result?

How do you think the younger son felt during this season of sin and separation from his father and
family? How difficult must it have been for him to finally return home?

Describe the father’s response to his son upon his return. What did the son expect and what did he
experience instead?

Reflect on when you first encountered God’s free gift of grace. What motivated you to decide to
trust Christ alone as the forgiver of your sins and the new leader of your life?

In Matthew 3:13-17, Jesus shows us the importance of going public with our faith by being baptized.
Have you declared your commitment to Christ in this way? If not, consider taking this step at The
Grove Church.
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EXTENDING GRACE
In Luke 19:10, we discover that Christ was crystal clear about His mission: He came to seek and to
save what was lost. The early church was fully committed to this and made every effort to selflessly
declare and demonstrate God’s grace. As a result, thousands of people were saved and added into
the community of believers.

Read Luke 15:25-32. Despite his older son’s resistance to celebrate his brother’s homecoming, the
father reminds him of his provision and love for both children. As a church, how are we called to be
a forgiving and welcoming family to everyone who desires to look for and return to God?

At the Grove Church we are ALL IN to follow Christ; we are committed to receiving and extending
God’s grace. We know that it is impossible to redeem people and restore the world apart from
Christ. And, we are mindful that, as His followers, we each have a responsibility to be intentional
about our faithfulness to live out His mission. Specifically, to whom in your family, city, and world is
God leading you to extend His grace?

Spend a few moments in prayer talking to God about each of these people and how you, as part of
this local church, can introduce them to Christ so they can decide for themselves to receive His
forgiveness and follow Him.

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
I commit to Christ as the Savior and Leader of my life.
MEMBERSHIP STICKING POINTS AND NEXT STEPS
Becoming a Believer: Participating members at The Grove Church have made a personal decision to trust and
follow Christ. If you have any questions or are looking for resources about what it means to receive God’s free
gift of grace through faith in Christ, contact a Pastor (828) 488-6164 or info@thegrovechurch.com
Being Baptized: In obedience to Christ, baptism publicly declares a commitment to follow Him. This important
step precedes becoming a member at the Grove Church. For information and to sign-up to be baptized contact
us at info@thegrovechurch.com
If you have not been baptized as a believer please indicate this on your form when you complete your
Statement of Commitment. We look forward to celebrating your baptism and your membership at the Grove
Church when both have been completed.
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ALL IN TO SERVE CHRIST
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give
to anyone who had need. Acts 2:43-45

The Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci is one of the most memorable
pieces of art in history. Its representation of Jesus’ final evening
with His disciples before His crucifixion is a reminder to many of
how He, God in human flesh, humbly knelt to wash their feet.
Foreshadowing Christ’s ultimate act of servanthood on the cross,
this expression of love modelled for His followers the way of life
they were to pursue.

At the onset of the church, serving was never considered optional. No one felt obligated to support
a religious institution; rather, everyone was gifted, called, and compelled by God’s Spirit to
participate in Christ-centered community. As a church, they were ALL IN to unselfishly serve Christ
by compassionately serving others.

A LESSON IN FIRST AND LAST
Read Mark 10:35-45. James and John were two of Jesus’ disciples who felt they deserved special
treatment for their commitment to follow Him fully. What was Jesus’ response to their request?

How did the other ten disciples respond upon hearing what happened?

In verses 43 and 44, Christ reversed the typical view of significance by teaching on the nature of true
servanthood. In your own words, summarize what He said. How do you naturally respond to the
idea of becoming someone’s servant?
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In verse 45, Christ was very specific about His ultimate purpose: to serve, not to be served, and to
give His life as a ransom for many. How is the value of serving others increasing in your life these
days?

In Romans 12:3-8, the church is described as the body of Christ and its members as interdependent,
fully functioning parts. Why do you think it’s important for everyone to be involved and to keep
growing in the use of their spiritual gifts?

How are you currently developing your spiritual gift(s)
as you seek to serve, not to be served, in support of the
vision and ministries of The Grove Church?

Fire Wood Ministry @ The Grove Church

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
I commit to develop Christ-like servanthood.
MEMBERSHIP STICKING POINTS AND NEXT STEPS
Committing to Serving: Christ modelled humility by serving others and taught his followers to do the same.
As a part of the local church, members serving regularly and faithfully is vital for growth in their relationship
with God; it cultivates community and fosters servanthood. We teach that everyone is called by Christ to be
involved in compassionate serving as a way of life.
If you are not serving, explore opportunities at www.thegrovechurch.com/serving
If you would like to learn about spiritual gifts prior to stepping into a serving role, let us know by emailing us at
info@thegrovechurch.com
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ALL IN TO GROW IN CHRIST
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer. Acts 2:42
In order for something to grow it needs to be alive and nourished properly. This is just as true for
trees and plants as it is for human beings. Vegetation, when deprived of proper light, soil, water,
and nutrients, will wither and die. On the other hand, healthy trees and plants bear fruit without the
effort when they remain rooted and fed. Jesus teaches us a similar principle in John 15:5 where he
says, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.” When we attempt to bear Christ-like character on our own
effort, we are guaranteed to fail. But when we intentionally remain connected to God with a desire
to grow, He promises to partner with us and produce the results He intends for us.
Christ-followers in the early church were committed to growing in their love for God, his creation,
and other people by engaging in beliefs and practices that would lead to life transformation from the
inside out. As a community of individual believers, they took full responsibility to pursue spiritual
maturity – they were ALL IN to grow in Christ.

TAKING STEPS TO GROW
Read Colossians 2:6-7. In what ways is your life currently evidencing the kind of relationship with
God described in these verses?

Consider your pace and priorities these days. What adjustments can you make to your life to align
completely with these verses?

Engaging the Bible reading and reflection, prayer, worship, and biblical teaching are vital elements in
deepening your daily walk with Christ. How are you using these practices to grow spiritually?

Small Groups @ The Grove Church
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BARRIERS TO GROWTH
1 John 2:4-6 challenges anyone who claims to follow Christ but resists aligning with His teaching and
way of life. Growing in relationship with God means surrendering to His will, not stubbornly clinging
to what we want to believe and do.
In your desire to become more like Christ in character, what areas challenge you most and often
require more attention? What accountability is in place in your life to help you work through these
areas?

Unaddressed sin is destructive in our personal lives, our relationships, and in the local church.
Patterns of addiction, sexual impurity and unwillingness to resolve conflict can stunt our growth in
Christ. Ask yourself if there is anything in your life that you are resistant to turn from and surrender
to Christ?

If yes, talk with God about this and in the space below, write down your commitment to address this
issue. We encourage you to talk with a family member, friend, or someone at the church about how
to receive support and accountability as part of The Grove community.

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
I commit to take ongoing steps to grow in my relationship with Christ.
MEMBERSHIP STICKING POINTS AND NEXT STEPS
Addressing Barriers to Growth: Without the proper environment or support, genuine growth can’t happen.
Our church is committed to providing you with resources and opportunities to keep you moving forward in
your relationship with God. If one or more of the common barriers to growth below are evident in your life,
we want to support you in dealing with them in a Christ-honoring way.
Are you unable to affirm the Bible as God’s final authority for living in obedience to Him in every area of life?
Are there unaddressed patterns of sin present in your life (including addictions, sexual impurity, and
unwillingness to resolve conflict)?
If you answered yes to either of these questions, please contact one of the pastors at the Grove Church prior
to you turning in your signed Statement of Commitment.
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ALL IN TO CHRIST-CENTERED RELATIONSHIPS
Everyday they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts. Acts 2:46
Without exception, everyone has wounded or been wounded by someone else. It is natural
to self-protect when danger peeks around the corner. But as Christ-followers, we are called
to face whatever comes our way without fear of rejection or failure. Instead of reverting to
our natural inclination to defend ourselves or withdraw from community, our relationship
with Christ draws us closer to God and other people. 1 John 4:20 teaches us that if we
cannot love the visible people around us, it will be impossible for us to love the invisible God
we claim to serve. Onlookers of the early church were mystified by how they expressed
unity in their diversity. They overcame common personal barriers to community – gender,
ethnicity, faith, politics, income levels, and social status – in pursuit of Christ-centered
community. Their ALL IN commitment to relate with each other in this way is the pattern
we desire to live by today.

A NEW WAY TO RELATE
Read Colossians 3:12-17 and spend a few moments reflecting on what it says about how you
are to relate with others. Which of these Christ-like character traits and attitudes are most
evident in you these days?

Which of these traits represents your greatest opportunity for growth? What benefit is
there to working on these Christ-honoring relationships instead of on your own?

How might relating the way this passage instructs change the way you interact with people
in your family neighborhood, city, world?
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TAKING INITIATIVE
Proverbs 27:17 says, “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” Our church
believes life change happens best in Christ-centered community. In what way are you
participating in this type of group or gathering in your life?

Hebrews 12:14 says, “Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy;
without holiness no one will see the Lord.” The stakes are too high to choose not to live in
Christ-honoring relationships. We must intentionally cross over personal and cultural
barriers to live in harmony.
What is one area of your relational world that needs to be expanded or addressed in order
to live in peace with another person or group of people?

How willing are you to pursue accountability or biblical conflict resolution to address this
issue?

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
I commit to pursue Christ-honoring relationships.
MEMBERSHIP STICKING POINTS AND NEXT STEPS
Addressing Barriers to Community: the Bible is clear that there is direct correlation between our expression of love for
people and our love for God. We cannot truly love one and not the other.
If you would like to be connected to a group, please contact smallgroups@thegrovechurch.com or you can call the
church office 828-488-6164
If we are actively entangled in conflict with another person, or if seeds of resentment or racism are taking root in our
soul, we cannot foster Christ-centered community. We believe it is important to examine and address the following
before making a commitment as a member of the Grove Church.
Is there a pattern of withdrawing from others or avoiding conflict in your life that hinders genuine community?
Are you presently involved in a broken or impure relationship in which you are unwilling to address conflict biblically?
If there is a pattern, conflict, or situation that needs to be addressed, please contact one of the Pastors at the Grove
Church prior to completing and returning your Statement of Commitment.
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ALL IN TO THIS COMMUNITY
...Praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved. Acts 2:27

Individuals living as isolated Christians was never an option for believers in the early church.
Before there were thousands of churches dotted across the globe, there was just one
church community meeting together regularly to worship God and to live out Christ’s
mission to redeem people and restore the world. Regularly, in large gatherings and smaller
groups, they came together as a family of Christ-followers to learn from God’s Word,
celebrate Communion, and to love and to serve one another. As a community, they faced
opposition and persecution for their commitment to Christ as they awaited His final return.
The result? God honored their faithfulness to Him and to one another by saving more
people and empowering the family of Christ-followers to continue mending broken lives –
one at a time. The church’s influence and momentum grew supernaturally as Christ’s
message of hope spread and continued to transform the world. By God’s grace, through the
ALL IN community at the Grove Church, we desire for this to continue today.

FOLLOWING CHRIST TOGETHER
Read Hebrews 10:23-25. What do these verses instruct you to do in relationships with other
followers of Christ?

The original ALL IN community was fully surrendered to Christ and totally committed to one
another. Acts 4:32 says, “All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that
any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had.” How are you
growing in the realization that all you have ultimately belongs to God?

Giving generously – of both heart and resources – was essential to life in the early church.
Generosity breaks the power of greed in our lives and bridles discontentment.
At the Grove Church, we believe in the biblical principle of priority giving of one’s income, as
God leads or provides, to His work in the world through the local church.
*You can hear the heart behind this in our October 2010 message series entitled LO$T.
Are you currently practicing or working towards this as a way of life?
If not, what steps are you willing to take to begin stepping out in faith financially?

*For a copy of the LO$T Series on CD please email info@thegrovechurch.com
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FULLY PARTICIPATING—FULLY COMMITTING
At the Grove Church, one way we hold each other accountable to following Christ is to
formally commit to each other in this community. As believers who are fully surrendered to
God, we chose to fully participate as a family of believers. We commit to gather for worship
and teaching, serve faithfully, grow in our relationship with God and each other, give
generously and join Christ in His mission to redeem people and restore the world.
Read Hebrews 13:17. Within the context of the local church, what responsibilities do
leaders and the church members have to one another? Are you willing to participate in this
way as part of the Grove Church? If not, please refer to the Sticking Points and Next Steps
below?

In light of what you’ve learned during this study and God’s vision for the future of this local
church, are you ready to commit to living out Christ’s mission as part of the Grove Church?
-If yes, turn to the last page and complete your Statement of Commitment form.
-If no, refer back to the Membership Sticking Points and Next Steps throughout this guide.
Our desire is to support you as you take next steps to address these and continue growing in
your relationship with Christ. Visit www.thegrovechurch.com/membership or contact the
church office to attend an upcoming Grove Membership class.

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
I commit to join the Grove Church as a participating member in full support of its vision and
leadership.
MEMBERSHIP STICKING POINTS AND NEXT STEPS
Addressing Barriers to Community: As part of a local church, Christ is calling us to move from consuming to contributing.
Yes, full support means giving financially: but, above and beyond that, what God really wants is our hearts. When
together in community we commit to Christ and His mission, we are able to bring our best self – our gifts, talents,
personality, time, and treasures – into the life of the local church. Our alignment in matters of faith and practice has the
power to make us an ALL IN community.
Are you willing to affirm and uphold the Grove Church’s Statement of Faith and Values (pages 12-14)?
Will you refrain from promoting other beliefs and teaching in ways that cause disunity in this community?
Are you able to contribute financially and fully support the vision and leadership of this local church?
If you have any questions about becoming a member of the Grove Church or need to address a sticking point above,
contact a pastor of the Grove Church prior to turning in your Statement of Commitment.
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Vision, Mission and Values of The Grove Church
Vision:
To see irreligious people become fully transformed followers of Jesus Christ…i.e. Christ-followers.

Mission: Reach Up…Reach Out…Reach In.
Reach up means connecting with and worshipping God. When we worship God, we express our love
to Him. The only way we can express true love to God and worship Him is through a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. We call that person a Christ-follower. We believe that as Christfollowers, we should worship God.
Reach out means influencing and connecting with outsiders…people who do not attend a local
church. We encourage people to invite their friends, family, neighbors and co-workers to attend so
that they will hear and understand what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ.
Reach in means to connect with insiders. We also exist to help Christ-followers grow in their
spiritual maturity and become fully transformed followers of Christ. Because the Christian life is one
of constant growth and development, we are focused on providing biblical principles that can be
applied to everyday life.

Values:
God and His word should be the center of all that we do.
Lost people matter to God so they should matter to us.
Significant life-change happens best in the context of relationships.
Our ministry should be culturally relevant & grounded in Christ.
Excellence…giving our best…honors God and inspires people.
Our ministry will only be as strong as its leaders.
A believer’s relationship with God should impact every area of his/her life.
Pursuing a fully devoted life for God and being sold out for His cause is normal for every believer.
The Grove will ground its people, programs and procedures in these purposes and center its
activities on the ultimate goal of fulfilling its vision and mission.

Statement of Faith
It is the foundational belief of this church that the Bible is the inerrant Word of God and the
ultimate authority on matters of faith and practice in both the life of the church and the life of its
members. Therefore, we will abide by its directives in all matters of faith and conduct to the best of
our understanding.
The Bible
The Bible is God’s unique revelation to mankind. It is the inspired, infallible Word of God,
and the supreme and final authority on all matters upon which it teaches.
2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20, 21; 2 Timothy 1:13;
Psalm 119:105,160, 12:6; Proverbs 30:5
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God
There is only one true God who eternally exists as three persons: The Father, The Son and
The Holy Spirit. Distinct in relationship, the three persons of the Trinity are fully God and are one in
essence and purpose. God has revealed Himself to be the infinite personal Creator, who is sovereign
over all things. Genesis 1:1, 26, 27, 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19;
1 Peter 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14
Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, is God's eternal Son. Being both fully God and
fully man, He was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, willingly took upon Himself all of our sins, died
and rose again bodily, and is at the right hand of the Father as our advocate and mediator. Some
day, He will return to consummate history and to fulfil the eternal plan of God.
Matthew 1:22, 23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30;
Hebrews 4:14, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4; Romans 1:3, 4;
Acts 1:9-11; 1Timothy 6:14, 15; Titus 2:13
The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit, third Person of the Trinity, convicts the world of sin and draws people to
Christ. He also indwells all believers. He is available to empower them to lead Christ-like lives, and
gives them spiritual gifts with which to serve the church and reach out to a lost and needy world.
2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16, 17; Acts 1:8;
1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25;
Ephesians 5:18
Mankind and Salvation
All people are created in God's image and matter deeply to Him but we chose to sin and
rebel against God. As a result all people are spiritually lost and, because of sin, deserve the judgment
of God. However, God gives salvation and eternal life to anyone who trusts in Jesus Christ and in His
sacrifice on his or her behalf. Salvation cannot be earned through personal goodness or human
effort. It is a gift that must be received by humble repentance and faith in Christ and His finished
work on the cross. Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1, 2
Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8, 9; John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5
The Church
The Church is the living Body of Christ on earth and comprised of all true believers in Jesus
Christ. He is the head and source of the Church's life, which exists to glorify God. Spiritual unity is to
be expressed among Christians by acceptance and love of one another across ethnic, cultural, socioeconomic, national, generational, gender and denominational lines.
The local church is a congregation of believers who gather for worship, prayer, instruction,
mutual accountability and community with each other and the observance of Baptism and
Communion. Through it, believers invest time, energy and resources to fulfill the Great Commission
– reaching lost people and growing them into fully devoted and transformed followers of Jesus
Christ. Acts 2:42-47; Ephesians 2:19-22; Hebrews 10:24-25
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MEMBERSHIP STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT
As a part of The Grove Church
I commit to Christ as the Savior and Leader of my life.
I commit to develop Christ-like servanthood.
I commit to take ongoing steps to grow in my relationship with Christ.
I commit to pursue Christ-honoring relationships.
I commit to join The Grove Church as a participating member in full support of its vision and leadership by
serving regularly, giving faithfully, and being involved in a small group.

_____________________________________________
Signature of Member

Date

PLEASE PRINT
Last Name _________________________________ First Name _______________________ M ___ Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr. ___________
[] First Time Membership

[] Membership Renewal

Address ___________________________________________________________ City ____________________________________
State _______ Zip ________________ Phone: Home _______________________________ Cell ___________________________
Email _____________________________________________________________________ Birth Date _________________
Marital Status: Single Married (Spouse’s Name)_________________ Separated Divorced Remarried Widowed
First Time Members:
Before coming to The Grove Church, I was a follower of Christ:

yes

no

Date I began following Christ _______________ Date I began attending The Grove Church ________________________
I have been baptized as a believer: Yes No Soon Baptism Date _______________ Location___________________
Current and First Time Members:
Are you currently serving regularly at the Grove Church? If yes, where are you serving? If not, why?
Are you currently giving faithfully to the Grove Church? *If yes, have you filled out a pledge card?
*If no, would you consider filling out a pledge card?
Are you currently involved in a small group? If yes, which one? If not, why?
[ ] I agree to allow the church to store and use the information provided above for ministry purposes.
*Pledge cards available in church office throughout the year and Annual Fall ALL IN Members Meetings.

For office purposes only:
Reviewed by ___________________________________________________ Date _______________________ Affirmed: Yes

No
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