CAR RIDE QUESTIONS
Philippians 3:12-21 (ESV)
Straining Toward the Goal
12
Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that
also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained.
17

Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in
us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of
Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly
things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
•

Refer to the coloring sheet “Keep your Eyes on the Prize” for the next 3 questions:
o What are the people in the picture doing? (running in a race)
o Who is at the finish line of the race? (Jesus)
o Why would people run a race to win Jesus as their prize? (Jesus is the best prize because he died on the cross
for our sins so that we can be forgiven. Jesus promises to come to those who believe in him and live in their
hearts by his Holy Spirit. Those who understand how wonderful that is would gladly give everything up to
have Jesus as their prize possession living inside of them.)

•

KIDS: Ask your parents how living their lives for Jesus has been like a long-distance race for them. Parents, help
your children understand that you can’t just say you are going to trust in Jesus and live for him for one day. You need
to give Jesus your whole life. That means following him when things are going well, and continuing to run when
things are difficult.

•

Why do you think Paul compared the Christian life to a long race? (A long race is not over quickly, so you’ve got to
keep running to finish. That is what living the Christian life is like; You’ve got to keep living for Jesus.)
How does remembering the prize and winning the prize help the runner keep running? (The whole reason to run the
race is to win the prize. If a runner is in the lead and he is getting tired, he might choose to give up. But if he
remembers that he could win the prize if he keeps going, he won’t give up.)
For what prize are we running the race? (The prize is living in heaven forever with Jesus.)
Are you pressing on to make Christ your own? That is, are you resolving day by day to count Christ as your supreme
treasure and count everything else as rubbish by comparison?

•
•
•
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Draw a picture of what you are hearing in the sermon.

