Leadership Team:

Celebration Community Church

1650 S. Birch Street
Denver, CO 80222
Phone: 303-756-4994
www.thepartychurch.com

Stay Informed!
The “Celebration Weekly” email
contains Sunday sermon info,
prayer requests, important
reminders, and late-breaking
news!
Email office@thepartychurch.com
if you’d like to be added to the
Celebration Weekly e-mail list.

Acts 1:8: Brad Cornish,
Ryan Crespin, Steve Garcia
Children's: Marcie Cornish, Jazmin Lopez
Discipleship: Sara Crippen, Wes Scheu
Green Team: Kaye Mathews
Stewardship: Jennifer Douglas,
Jill Jones, Heidi Messer
The Party Team: Donna Mayberry & Christy
Haas-Howard
TLC: Jill Jones, Joe Sprague,
Sharyl Whitaker-Metzler
Welcome: Ruth Folkerts
Worship: Tyler Crippen & Wes Scheu
Worship Arts: Charlene Redwine
Youth: Vince Crespin,
Whitney Kaucher, Liam McClelland,
Charlene Redwine

Church Staff:
Steve Garcia, Pastor
steveandstaff@gmail.com
Jill Woosley Jones, Associate Pastor
jill@thepartychurch.com
Wes Scheu, Pastor of Worship & Youth

wes@thepartychurch.com
Jazmin Lopez, Children’s Director
lopez.jaz@gmail.com

Prayer Request?
If you have a prayer request, please
email it to:
prayer@thepartychurch.com.
Please indicate if the subject matter
of your request is delicate or
private, and it will be forwarded to
the Prayer Team and Leadership
Team only. Otherwise, it will be
printed in the Celebration Weekly email and weekly bulletin update for
prayer by the entire congregation.

Vince Crespin, Youth Ministry Director
vcrespin88@gmail.com
Liam McClelland, Youth Ministry Intern
liampatrickmcclelland@gmail.com
Charlene Redwine, Creative Arts Director &
Youth Ministry Intern
redwinechar@gmail.com
Ruth Folkerts, Office Administrator
ruth_febriana@hotmail.com
Beth Killebrew, Communications &
Coordination
beth@thepartychurch.com

February/March
Happenings
2020

Surprised? Me Too (But Should We Be?)
by Steve Garcia
With a warm smile and misty eyes, Bruce approached me as the
chapel service ended.
“I knew it, “ he said. “I told Linda, He’s resigning. She said, No, he’s
not! But I said, Yes, he is.”
Bruce was right this time. On the morning of January 19, I resigned
after 21 years as your Senior Pastor. Dang.
Did you see it coming? I didn’t.
Surprised By a God Thing?
I would never have predicted this a year ago. Yet as I write these
words, the matter has been decided and announced. Just goes to
show that we never know what a year brings.
I think it’s a God-thing. To everything there really is a season, which
is why we must savor the times and people God gives us. We never
know how long we get to enjoy them before we must let go.
I always knew the time would arrive. I just didn’t know it would be
this year.
How I Got Here
When in graduate school for counseling I learned that no changes
apart from pain. That’s part of my surprising journey.
I feel God really turned up the heat in 2019. As you know, my mom’s
health began a precipitous decline which is why I’m writing this
article in California. It’s an honor to help with her care-giving, but it’s
been a year of real loss.
Continued on Page 3
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Coming to Celebration
Biblical View of Immigration Seminar:
Saturday, March 14 6:30-8:30 pm in the Hall
Let them in!” “Keep them out!” “Give them citizenship!” “Kick them out!” Ah, the
voices that surround the refugee and the immigration debate! How can we
engage in the conversations as followers of Christ? Celebration’s Discipleship
Team will host an evening with Author Matthew Soerens, of World Relief and
the Evangelical Immigration Table. Save the date and invite your friends—we
are hoping this will be a large community event!
Please RSVP at: https://fear-facts-faith.eventbrite.com
,
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Surprised?…continued from Page 3
Please and Thank You and How About That?
This is a big leap for Bonnie and me. One we didn’t see coming and
are not set-up to do financially. Please pray for wisdom, faith, and
God’s provision.
Thank you for the joy of serving Jesus among you for all these
years. I’ll never forget you and the kindness you’ve shown me and
my family.
I’ve only had two jobs in 30 years since graduating seminary,
Corona and Celebration. How’s that for consistency and stick-to-itiveness? (Pretty damn good for an Enneagram 7!) ;)
Much love,
Pastor Steve

Celebration’s Next Steps
Questions? Let’s try to answer some!
•
•
•
•
•

This isn’t an immediate change. Steve will be leaving his post
mid-to-late 2020.
Brad Cornish is leading the Transition Team and may be
contacted with any specific questions about the process.
Along those lines, we don’t know who will assume the role as
senior pastor. Certainly all options will be explored by the
staff, elders, and Transition Team.
Celebration’s elders regularly pray for our church and we
invite you to do the same during this season.
If you’d like to share any questions, concerns or notes of
encouragement with us, we welcome you to. Make sure
you’re signed up for our weekly emails by reaching out
to office@thepartychurch.com.
A link will be provided in upcoming weekly newsletters, to
allow you to submit your questions online.
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Ways to Support Celebration
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Surprised?…from Page 1
At church last year, budgetary and managerial issues heated-up as
well. We made significant changes that will serve us well for the long
haul, but the process took a toll. After over 20 year of sitting in the
seat where the buck stops, I found myself weary. There was no
horrible event, scandal, or conflict to blame for my resignation; just
enough of a push to make me ask, “Master, is it time?”
I was surprised when he seemed to say, “Yes.”
Where I’m Going
It’s rough when we know what we’re giving up but don’t know exactly
what we’re going to do. I have a vision and a direction and I’ll take a
stab at articulating it.
The bottom line is I feel called to coach. This is what my pastoral
work has evolved to as I sit with my sweet staff and take an interest
in their health, growth, and impact. I feel called to focus on doing
more of that.

Remember to use your King Soopers & Safeway
cards when you shop. Both groceries and gas can be
purchased using your reloadable card and 5% of
every dollar you spend goes directly to Celebration
Community Church. It really does make a difference
in our bottom line. Additional cards (preloaded with $5) are available for
purchase at the Welcome Center in Allen Hall.
Doing some shopping on Amazon?
Remember to support Celebration when
you do! Celebration is signed up to benefit
when you select us as your charity of
choice any time you make a purchase on Amazon.com.
Use the link, http://smile.amazon.com every time you shop on Amazon and a
portion of what you spend comes to Celebration. Set up an account and
choose “Celebration Community Church, Denver.” From then on you should
see “Supporting: Celebration Community Church” in the upper left corner of
the screen and you’ll know you’re on the right track.

I feel uniquely qualified to support, encourage, and advise people
who want to hear that inner voice say, “This is the way; walk in it.” I
have a huge heart for servant-leaders trying to do something
beautiful for God in a broken world. Whether in business, education,
religious, or other settings, my heroic clients need a guide who gets
it, who’s been there, and has survived to tell the story. I have a vision
to use writing, video, online courses, live trainings, and other creative
means to provide servant-leaders with resources, a listening ear, and
a safe place to struggle.
I will try to get coaching into their organizational budgets, offer
reduced rates, and raise the money needed. Using tools like
StrengthsFinder, I can coach in corporate settings as well (perhaps
like Robin Hood, I can “rob from the rich to coach the poor”). One
way or another I will serve the people who serve the people.
I’m so pleasantly surprised at the goodness of God’s plans for me.
But should I be?
Continued on Page 17
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Coming in February
Progressive Dinner
Saturday, February 22 at 5:00
Don’t miss this year’s Progressive Dinner! We will start at 5
pm with appetizers and dinner in our host homes. After
dinner, we’ll all gather in the Hall for dessert and dancing.
This is always a fun evening, and a GREAT way to get to
know other Celebration folks.
For the experienced progressive dinner folks, please notice a
few changes:
* Both appetizers and dinner will be at the host home. We will
not begin at church—just head right to your host’s home!
* Intimidated by hosting? You can co-host! Help someone out
in their home. Join with a friend and make it a really great
night!
Sign up at church on Sunday or see the Celebration
Weekly email for a link to sign up online.
For questions, contact Donna Mayberry:
donna.mayberry@gmail.com or Christy Haas Howard:
haashoward@gmail.com.
Your dinner host will contact you by February 17 with more
information and directions. Please RSVP by February 16 so
we’ll have time to coordinate!
*This is an adults-only event with no childcare, so book
your babysitters now!*
Please be aware that, in addition to softer drinks,
alcoholic beverages will be served at this event.
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Men’s Retreat—April 17-19
Calling all men 18 years old and older:
Men — your epic dream weekend is just
around the corner. We're taking over Young
Life's Frontier Ranch, a first-class, resortlike camp nestled in the Colorado Rocky
Mountains. You can expect a weekend full of
fun, adventure, and relaxation. Along with
great food (and plenty of it!), you will be
treated to world-class speaking, incredible music, and engaging
seminars. All focused on encouraging you in your faith and your
relationships. Expect to be entertained. Expect to unwind. Expect
the unexpected. Camp Includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two nights accommodations
All meals (Dinner Friday should be eaten before you arrive.
Lunch on Sunday is on your own.)
Speaking, Program, Music and Seminars.
Property activities including Pool, Hot Tub, Gym, "The
Screamer", and much, much More!
A few fun surprises, including a premium gift!
All this for $210! ($250 with extra day option.) A deposit of
$75 will hold your spot!

Extended Weekend Option - Come to town a day early and explore
the Rocky Mountains. Check in any time after 4pm on April 16
(lodging only; no food or camp facilities use). Man Camp will
officially begin with check-in at 5:00 pm on Friday, April 17.
Check-in will run until 7:45 pm, when our first Club Meeting
begins. There will be heavy appetizers during this check-in period.
Partial scholarships are available on an as-needed basis. Contact
Wes for more information (wes@thepartychurch.com) and
register online at: https://bit.ly/2RDxEhh
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Places to Connect Around Celebration
MOPS at Celebration
We meet in the Hall every Thursday, 9:30-11:30
am, and offer fantastic bi-lingual (Spanish/English)
childcare for kids 6 and under, included with the
drop-in or membership fees.
We love ALL moms and you are welcome in our group, whether you are a
first-time mom, veteran mom, Celebration mom, neighborhood mom, stay at
home mom, or working mom. Come drink coffee, make connections, talk
about life and the things that really matter, laugh and cry, get support and
advice from mentor moms, tell stories, pray, and hear from great speakers.
We would love to have you and your mom friends join MOPS!
For more information, please contact Carolyn Callis, 720-212-9305 or
carolyncallis@gmail.com

The Oneders
It’s the Youth Group for singles who are young at heart!
We meet twice a month on Saturday evenings
6:30-8:30 pm.
On the 1st Saturday we share a meal, good
company and good conversation. Entrée provided,
you bring side dishes. On the 3rd Saturday, we do something just for fun movies, games, sky diving, etc. (OK, just kidding about sky diving!)
For more info please contact Teresa Hood: deedshood@gmail.com.

Sermon Podcast
For a Podcast of any sermon,
go to our website:

www. thepartychurch.com
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Mark Your Calendar!
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Places to Connect around Celebration

Children’s Ministry News

Sunday Morning
Prayer
8:00 am
in the Cry Room

Thank You to Our January
Teachers!
Nursery: Sharon, Maya, Pam, Jaso, Dawn
3’s: Chari Redwine
4’s: Rachelle & Hunter
Kinder: Caleb N
PODS: Greg, Samuel, April, Marcie, Mark
Craft Leaders: Paula, Heidi, Susan
High School Helpers: Nyanwat, Nada, Faith, Karla, Kevin

All are welcome to attend. If you
have questions or would like to
know more, please contact
Caleb Nothwehr at nothwehr@gmail.com or (484) 557-8065.

Welcome to our February & March Teachers:
Nursery: Sharon, Maya, Bonnie, Jaso, Dawn, Michelle
3’s: Carol, Gretchen, Andrea
4’s: Christy, Anna
Kinder: Tina, Beth, Annie, Frank
PODS: Jody, Sara, Mark, Erin, Brad, Marcie
IMPORTANT! Please take your child to the bathroom before
dropping them off to Sunday school or else we have to call you to
take them during class. Remember to write down the cell number
you have on hand to make it easy on the teachers. Thank you!

Girls Night Out Book Group
Monday, March 16 from 7-8:30 pm
The next Girls' Night Out book selection is Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a
Storm-Ravaged Hospital, a 2013 non-fiction book by the American journalist Sheri
Fink. The book details the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina at Memorial Medical
Center in New Orleans in August 2005. It describes the events that took place at
Memorial Medical Center over five days as thousands of people were trapped in the
hospital without power.
We will meet at the home of Kathy Halva on Monday, March 16 from 7-8:30 pm to
discuss this book. Please RSVP to Kathy at kahalva@gmail.com.

Continued on Page 7…

Please contact Jazmin if you are interested in becoming
a teacher, helper, or substitute.
Jazmin Lopez, Children’s Ministry Director
720-261-2075 or lopez.jaz@gmail.com

You are invited to join Hope Fellowship (our
Chinese college student outreach ministry
partner) for their weekly gathering, Fridays,
6:30-9 pm in Allen Hall.
Come just for dinner, or stay for worship and Bible study (in Chinese).
For more info, contact Ruth (fhldenver@gmail.com).
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Places to Connect around Celebration
Men’s Breakfast
We meet the 1st Saturday of each month, September-May. Our next
meeting will be Saturday, February 2, 8:30-10 am in Allen Hall. All guys
are welcome for food, fellowship & conversation that will make your
week! Contact Brad Cornish (720-217-9671) for more info.

Celebration Crafters
Do you knit, crochet, or do other needle work? Our next gatherings will be
February 9, March 8 & April 5 in the chapel library following the 1st
service. Contact Mary Sloan for more information:
sloan.maryv@gmail.com.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Have you ever wanted to study Scripture but didn’t know how? Or wanted
to join a Bible study group but didn’t know where to start? Whether you’ve
been a lifelong student of Scripture or don’t know that the Bible contains
both an Old and New Testament, there’s a place for you at our table.
Our Wednesday Morning Bible Study meets every Wednesday from
10 to 11:30 am for coffee, snacks, convo, and exploring God’s Word
together. Come join us in the Chapel library. ALL are welcome! For more
information, contact Kelly Ann Compton: kkddt@comcast.net.
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Children’s Ministry Class News
Nursery (Seedlings):
The nursery is for infants, 2 years old and younger
* Always bring extra dippers to change babies and put pull ups on for
potty training kids. Be ready to be called if your child needs to go potty.
* Please have only one person drop off and/or pick you your little
blessing after church to keep from overcrowding. Thanks!
3’s (Sprouts):
The 3’s class is for children who are potty-trained and have had some
pre-school experience.This classroom is in the chapel.
* Make sure to sign them in each Sunday and let the teachers know if
your child has any allergies.
* Please take your child to the bathroom before taking them to class.
4’s (Buds):
The classroom is located next to the nursery in room 6.
* Make sure to sign them in each Sunday and let the teachers know if
your child has any allergies.
* Please take your child to the bathroom before taking them to class.
Kindergarten (Blossoms):
Kindergarten is located at the end of the south wing (corner classroom)
in room 4.
* Make sure to sign them in each Sunday and let the teachers know if
your child has any allergies.
*Please take your child to the bathroom before dropping them off to
class.
Elementary (Son-Flowers):
Located in the north wing for students in 1st through 5th grade.

Would you like to be involved in children’s ministry but can’t
teach or help a teacher? You can help by donating snacks!
Please contact Jazmin for more information:
childrens@thepartychurch.com
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You are invited to try a New Way Fitness Class!

Youth News
February/March Youth Events
Most Sundays
Sunday Lunch, 1-2 pm
Every Wednesday Collide, 6:30-9 pm

High School & Middle School (youth in 6th through 12th grades)
Sunday Lunch—Sundays, following the Hall service. We’ll meet next to the stage
after 2nd service and decide where we want to go. All students are invited. We’ll try
to keep it inexpensive and if money is an issue, see Vince.
Collide (Youth Group)—Every Wednesday, 6:30-9 pm.We are working our way
through The Bible Project curriculum on Wednesdays. Come join us for conversation
and active engagement with different books of the Bible.

Need more info or want to receive texts about upcoming youth events?
Contact Youth Ministry Director Vince Crespin (vcrespin88@gmail.com) or
Youth Ministry Intern Liam McClelland (liampatrickmcclelland@gmail.com)
to get on the list.
(Please be sure to include your phone number in your message!)

Celebration Community Church
Children’s Ministry Sick Policy
We love celebrating with your children each Sunday,
except when they are sick. Please do not bring your child
to church if they have the following:
• Fever, diarrhea, vomiting or nausea within the past 24 hours.
• Persistent cough and/or green or yellow nasal drainage.
• Rashes, infectious or contagious conditions (ie pink eye, head lice, etc).

We understand how much fun church is but we cannot allow your child to
attend Sunday school or be in the nursery if they are sick. Let’s celebrate
staying well and keeping each other healthy!
Thank you so much for your understanding!

First class is always free. Come and experience a new way to work
out in joy and community. Four class options per week. All ages
and ability levels are welcome! You belong here!
Classes Meet in the Hall
Monday Night @ 7:00
Tuesday & Thursday Morning @ 5:10-5:50
Friday Morning @ 9:30
Contact Erin Scheu for information:
newwayfitness1@gmail.com
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Celebrate Recovery at Celebration
Thursday Nights
6:30-8:00 pm
in the Celebration Chapel
Free childcare available
All are welcome!
Drop in on any Thursday night or come regularly for community, support
and growth!
The purpose of Celebrate Recovery is to fellowship and celebrate God’s
healing power in our lives. By working and applying biblical principles we
begin to grow spiritually and become free from unwanted behaviors. We all
sin, we have all fallen short and hurt ourselves and others. Hurts, habits
and hang-ups are anything that hinders our walk with God.
Contact Christy Sauer at christyliggettsauer@gmail.com for information.

Don’t Just be a Giver––Be an Online Giver!
If you financially support the vision
and mission of Celebration
Community Church, thank you! Your
tax-deductible donations assist us in
being a life-giving, life-changing,
mentoring, missional place for those in
need of grace and truth and a fun place to get serious about God!
Doing your giving online or even setting up automatic recurring gifts
can make managing your giving easier both for you and for us!
To set up or update an online giving profile, go to
https://party.churchcenter.com/giving, or download the app for our
new online giving platform, Church Center App.

Go Green!
Receive Celebration bulletins & newsletters electronically as well as
the “Celebration Weekly” email and occasional special emails. To be
added to our email list, fill out a Connection Card at the Welcome
Center or contact office@thepartychurch.com.
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Opportunities for Community at Celebration
Looking for a place to connect, learn and/or serve? Contact the
ministry leaders below for more information about these opportunities.
AV Team
John Schultz (sound), johnschultzmd@msn.com
& Alex Mayberry (computer), almay6@gmail.com
Bike Shed (May-August)
Caleb Nothwehr, nothwehr@gmail.com
Celebrate Recovery
Christy Sauer, christyliggettsauer@gmail.com
Children’s Ministry
Jazmin Lopez, lopez.jaz@gmail.com
Crafters
Mary Sloan, sloan.maryv@gmail.com
Financial Peace University (9-week class)
Beth Killebrew, beth@thepartychurch.com
Garden (March-October)
Vanessa Zimmermann, vzimmerm6@gmail.com
Girls Night Out Book Group
Mary Lou Smith, marylou415@gmail.com
Green Team
Kaye Mathews, mathewskaye7@gmail.com
Hiking Group
John Schultz, johnschultzmd@msn.com
Hope Fellowship (Chinese College Student Ministry)
Ruth Folkerts, fhldenver@gmail.com
Men's Breakfast (September-May)
Brad Cornish, 720-217-9671
MOPS (Mothers of PreSchoolers)
Carolyn Callis, carolyncallis@gmail.com
Oneders (Single Adults Fellowship)
Teresa Hood, deedshood@gmail.com
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Prayer Team
Mary Sloan, sloan.maryv@gmail.com
Stewardship Team
Jennifer Douglas, jennifer@thepartychurch.com
Sunday Morning Greeters
Mary Sloan (1st Service), sloan.maryv@gmail.com
& Ruth Folkerts (2nd Service) ruth_febriana@hotmail.com
Sunday Morning Prayer Meeting
Caleb Nothwehr, nothwehr@gmail.com
Sunday Morning Snacks
Cindy McNair (1st Service), cindy.mcnair@yahoo.com
Vanessa Zimmermann (2nd Service), vzimmerm6@gmail.com
The Party Team
Christy Haas-Howard, haashoward@gmail.com,
& Donna Mayberry, donna.mayberry@gmail.com
TLC Team
Jill Jones, jill@thepartychurch.com, Joe Sprague, joeclc@aol.com
& Sharyl Whitaker-Metzler, swmhiker@centurylink.net
Tool Belt Team
Wes Scheu, wes@thepartychurch.com
Website Team
Wes Scheu, wes@thepartychurch.com
Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Kelly Ann Compton, kkddt@comcast.net
Whiz Kids Tutoring (October-April)
Linda Lowrey, lowreydlc@gmail.com
Worship Arts
Charlene Redwine, redwinechar@gmail.com
Worship Team
Wes Scheu, wes@thepartychurch.com
Youth Ministry
Vince Crespin, vcrespin88@gmail.com,
Liam McClelland, liampatrickmcclelland@gmail.com
& Charlene Redwine, redwinechar@gmail.com
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