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Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are from the New Living Translation (NLT).
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Welcome to Next Steps -----TRC Next Steps guides you to discover your God-given purpose and live 
the life God created for you. Next Steps is made up of four steps built around our vision: 
 

Step ONE  

This class will help guide you through the essential steps that every believer needs to take to 
KNOW Jesus and become a fully devoted follower of Christ, including the opportunity to be 
water baptized and how to join The Rock. Step One takes place the first Sunday of every 
month. 

 

Step TWO  

This class will serve as a guide on how to find a place to belong. We’ll go over how to connect 
and build a meaningful relationship with God and other believers at The Rock Church. Step Two 
takes place on the second Sunday of each month. 

 

Step THREE  

This class will help you discover how God uniquely created you. Through understanding your 
personality and spiritual gifts, you will be prepared to serve others in the way God designed. 
Step Three takes place the third Sunday of every month. 
 

Step FOUR  

This class is your opportunity to get connected with our Serve Team at The Rock Church. Based on 
your personality and the spiritual gifts you discovered in Step Three, you will choose the ministry 
area on the Serve Team that best fits your design so you can begin impacting lives for eternity. Step 
Four takes place the fourth Sunday of every month. 
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 KNOW JESUS 
 

I. What does it mean to know Jesus? 
 

In order to know Jesus, we must first know a few truths about our God. 
 

1. Our God is a _____________ _____; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

2. They were ______ ___________ ____________ (in Community) at the moment of creation. 

Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They 
will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild 
animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground.”  

GENESIS 1:26  

3. It was God's intention that we would be ___________and we were _____________ 
(individually) to be His. 

4 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be 
holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us into 
his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he 
wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the 
glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son." 

EPHESIANS 1:4-6  

4. God made each of us _______________ to fulfill ___  ______________with our lives, in 
His kingdom and to His glory. 

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so 
we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.  
EPHESIANS 2:10  
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From these truths we know that: 

1. God made us to ___________ ______ and He desires that we _________ ________ also. 

2. We were created to _____________ a personal relationship with God. 

3. When we know God and live in _______________ with His purpose for us, it produces 
tremendous _________________ in our lives. 

 

II. To know Jesus, we must first understand who He is and His purpose. 

And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.”      
MATTHEW 1:21  

 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you are the Messiah, the Son 
of God, the one who has come into the world from God.” 
JOHN 11:27  

 
III. What does it mean to "Be Saved?" 

1. In order to understand salvation, we must understand there’s a _______________ 
common to all humanity … wanting to be ______ ______________. 

 
All of our lives, we have been told by parents, teachers, the media, and books that “We 
are the masters of our own destiny.”  

 
It’s an attitude that affects every area of our lives. But does this line up with what the 
Scriptures tell us? 

 
Temptation comes from our own desires, which entice us and drag us away. 
JAMES 1:14  
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The Bible calls this attitude __________. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 
ROMANS 3:23  

 

 
2. What is the ______________? 

But God did not want us to remain in sin. He desires a 
restored relationship with us, so He took the first step. 

 
"but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us." 
ROMANS 5:8  

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one 
and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will 
not perish but have eternal life.  
JOHN 3:16  

 
What does God want us to do to be saved? 

• ________________ that God has not been first in your life and ask Him to forgive you. 
 

" For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” 
ROMANS 3:23  

 
• _________________ that Jesus died to pay the price for your sins and that He rose 

again and is alive today. 
 

For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is 
by openly declaring your faith that you are saved. 
ROMANS 10:10   

  

Sin comes in a wide variety:  things we do, don’t do, even 
attitudes.  In a nutshell, SIN is anything that is 

contrary to God’s Word. 
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• ___________ God's free gift of salvation. 
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
ROMANS 6:23 

 
 

• _____________ Jesus to come into your life and be "Lord" of your life. 
 

If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.    
ROMANS 10:9   
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IV. Baptism and Communion 

God gave the church two visible symbols (ordinances) as reminders of His death and 
resurrection. Jesus asked His disciples to: "Remember Me, as often as you do them." 

These two ordinances are _________________and __________________ (The Lord's Supper). 

 

What is the significance of BAPTISM? 

• It demonstrates Christ's __________, ___________and ______________________. 

• It illustrates my ________ _____________ as a Believer. 

• It’s an _____________ sign of an ________________ decision. 

 

Why should I be BAPTIZED? 

• To follow the example set by ______________. 

• Because Christ ____________________ it. 

• It demonstrates that I really am a ________________. 

Why be baptized by immersion? 

• Because ____________ was baptized that way. 
 

16 After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were 
opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him. 
17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me 
great joy.” 
MATTHEW 3:16-17  

 
• Every baptism in the ___________ was by ___________________. 

• The word "Baptize" means to _______ ____________water (from the root word Baptizo). 
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Who should be baptized and when? 

• Those who accept ___________ as their Lord and Savior. 
 

Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church 
that day—about 3,000 in all. 
ACTS 2:41  

• As soon as _____________ after _______________. 
 

36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the 
eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?”  37 
Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he 
answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”  38 So he 
commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went 
down into the water, and he baptized him. 
ACTS 8:36-38  (NKJV) 
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The significance of COMMUNION  (The Lord's Supper). 

 
• It is a __________________ of the price Jesus paid for us. 
 

For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are 
announcing the Lord’s death until he comes again.  
1 CORINTHIANS 11:26  

 
• It is a __________________ _____ ____________ that He has redeemed us. 

 

Who should take Communion? 

• Only those who are already ______________. 

• Those who are in ___________ ______________ with God. This is determined by 
the Believer with the Holy Spirit through prayer and self-reflection. 

 
28 That is why you should examine yourself before eating the bread 
and drinking the cup. 29 For if you eat the bread or drink the cup 
without honoring the body of Christ, you are eating and drinking 
God’s judgment upon yourself.            
1 CORINTHIANS 11:28-29 
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KNOW US 
 

THE ROCK CHURCH STORY 
In October 2004, Pastor Blake Melancon felt God calling him to move back to his hometown 
of Gonzales, Louisiana to start a church that would share the good news of the Gospel and 
help people know Jesus, find freedom, and a hope for a better life through Jesus Christ. He 
obeyed the call, resigned as pastor of his church in Fort Hancock, Texas, moved his family to 
Gonzales in February 2005, and started The Rock in their home with 6 people.  

 

From the beginning, the Rock Church has focused on reaching those who do not know God 
through its various outreach ministries. Through our vision of "KNOW. BELONG. DISCOVER. 
IMPACT", life-giving messages, uplifting music, and intertwining lives, the Rock Church is 
making an eternal impact in the lives of people, our community, and the world.  

 

HOW WE HELP OTHERS KNOW JESUS 
 
Leave the found things to find the Lost Ones! 

We consider reaching people who do not KNOW God personally to be one of our greatest 
responsibilities. Our Sunday services are for people at all stages in their spiritual journey 
with an emphasis on those who do not yet have a genuine relationship with God. 

 

Our Sunday services focus on four values: 

                   
1. _________________ 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house  
of the Lord.”  
PSALM 122:1  
 

Church 
should be 
enjoyable, 

not  
endured. 
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2. _______________ 

 

We believe church should be a place where people experience God’s presence. 
 

“But…when some unbelievers or ordinary people come in, they will be convinced of 
their sin by what they hear. They will be judged by all they hear, their secret thoughts 
will be brought into the open, and they will bow down and worship God, confessing, 
‘Truly God is here among you!’   

1 CORINTHIANS 14:24–25  (GNT) 
 

3. ___________________ 

 

We believe church should be a place where people learn how the Bible applies to their daily 
lives. 

 
11 It was he who “gave gifts”; he appointed some to be apostles, others to be  
prophets, others to be evangelists, others to be pastors and teachers. 12 He did  
this to prepare all God's people for the work of Christian service, in order to build  
up the body of Christ.   

EPHESIANS 4:11-12  (GNB) 

 
 

4. _________________ 

 
We believe church should be a place where people can accept Jesus as their Lord and Sav-
ior. 

  
13 ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  14 But how can they 
call on Him to save them unless they believe in Him? And how can they believe in 
Him if they have never heard about Him? And how can they hear about Him unless 
someone tells them?”  

ROMANS 10:13-14 
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In addition to our efforts during Sunday services, we are focused on reaching people in three 
key places designated by Jesus: 

 
“8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be 
my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout 
Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
ACTS 1:8 

                                                                          

1. “In Jerusalem”      ______  __________ 
 

4 Then they went from town to town, instructing the believers to follow the decisions 
made by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened in 
their faith and grew larger every day.  
ACTS  16:4-5  

 
The primary way we reach our cities is through our Sunday morning services, Wednesday 
afternoon services at Ascension Oaks Rehab and Assisted Living, and Outreach Life Groups, 
and partnering with local ministries. 

                                                                                     

2. “In Judea and Samaria”      _____ ___________ 
 

20 “My aim is to evangelize where Christ has not been named, so that I will not build 
on someone else’s foundation, 21 but, as it is written:  Those who were not told about 
Him will see, and those who have not heard will understand.” 
ROMANS 15:20-21   (HCSB)  
 

The primary way we reach our nation is by starting new churches. We give to ARC (Associa-
tion of Related Churches) and US Church Planting. We encourage you to partner with us in 
doing so, by giving. 

 

3.   “To the ends of the earth”  _______ ______________  

And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. 
MARK 16:15  
 

The primary way we reach our world is through strategic missions. At TRC, we intentionally in-
vest a portion of our resources in missions’ work all around the world with a focus on un-
reached people groups, children, and church planting. We encourage everyone to take mission 
trips – they’re life-changing! 
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TRC GOVERNMENT 

Our goal in sharing the details of TRC government is that you will 
understand that our church is structured to support the values of 
integrity, accountability, and spiritual authority. 

Our church government is made up of three groups: 

1. Guided by a  _________________ 

The Pastoral Staff team is led by Pastor Blake. This team over-
sees the day-to-day ministry and operations of the church.  

 
 

2. Protected by a   ______________________ ____________ 
 

Our Business Team oversees the finances and directs the provision of the facilities needed by 
the church. They meet monthly to review the budget and give direction.  They provide coun-
sel to the Senior Pastor regarding the major financial commitments of the church.  

 
 
 

3. Strengthened by a  _______________________________  _____________ 

 
The Leadership Team helps fulfill the vision of TRC. It is comprised of an incredible group of  
dreamers who lead ministries to make our vision happen. They help formulate, plan, and  
implement  the annual ministry and events calendar.

As you consider  
investing your 

heart, time, family, 
and  

finances into the  
life of a church,  

it is important for 
you to feel confi-

dent in  
church leadership. 
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CHURCH FINANCES 
 
We believe that churches should be generous.  Generous churches are made up of generous 
people. 
 
At TRC, we practice tithing for the support of Christ’s body, the church, as God commands. We 
recognize that giving 10% of our income is the Biblical standard for giving. 
 

On the first day of each week, you should each put aside a portion of the money 
you have earned. Don’t wait until I get there and then try to collect it all at once. 

1 CORINTHIANS 16:2  
 

 

“You must set aside a tithe of your crops—one-tenth of all the crops you harvest 
each year.” 

DEUTERONOMY 14:22  
 

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my 
Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows 
of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough 
room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!”     
MALACHI 3:10  

 
 
Giving is one of the central themes in the Bible. Jesus talked more about this subject than 
Heaven, Hell, or prayer. To understand what it means to be a Christ-follower, we must also un-
derstand what it means to be a giver. 
 
 

1. ____________ 
The tithe, or “first fruits” of our labor/income belong to God. We find this principle all 
through God’s Word. Tithing, giving God the first 10% of our GROSS income to the local 
church, is the primary, practical way we acknowledge that God is first. 

 
9 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the best part of everything you pro-
duce.  10 Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with 
good wine. 

PROVERBS 3:9-10   
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2. _______________ 
An offering is giving over and above the tithe. The Bible says that by giving generously, we 
are able to:   

 
18 Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works 
and generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others. 19 By 
doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the 
future so that they may experience true life.     

1 TIMOTHY 6:18-19  
 
3. ____________________ 

The gift of giving is a spiritual gift that God gives to some people  
(Romans 12:8). It is a Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by 
giving of your material resources, far beyond the tithe, to further the 
work of God. 
 

Many people love to give to God and as they do, they want to feel 
confident in the organization they support. As we openly share the 
honesty, integrity, and spiritual values that guide the financial prac-
tices of TRC, we believe people can focus on what God is calling them 
to give and trust that He is leading our church to steward it well. 
 
The giving of tithes and offerings is worship to Jesus and an expression of the relationship 
between the individual giver and the Lord. That is why we don’t have people fill out pledge 
cards or make faith promises.  

 

Funds are not “income only,” they are worship and are not considered 
to be a business transaction but an expression of gratitude toward God. 

 

At TRC we have 4 convenient ways to give: 
1. Text Giving 

2. Online Giving 

3. Bill Pay Thru Bank 

4. Traditional Giving at Church 

 
You will find detailed information about these in the APPENDIX. Giving envelopes are at the 
Information Center in the lobby and in the seat pockets of the chairs in church. 
 

You are 
giving to God 
through  the 
church, not 

to the 
church. 
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HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE: 
 

1. __________ 
 

Pray that we might reach people in our city, our nation, and the world with the Good News 
of Jesus. 

 
37 He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 So 
pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers 
into his fields.” 

MATTHEW 9:37-38  
 
 

2. __________ 
 

Give your time and resources to reach people for Christ. 
 

19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust 
destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in 
heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 
MATTHEW 6:19-21   

                 
 

3. _________ 
 

Go to our cities, nation, and world to serve others and show people the love of God. 
 

8 Then I heard the Lord asking, “Whom should I send as a messenger to this people? 
Who will go for us?”  I said, “Here I am. Send me.”  9 And he said, “Yes, go, and say … 
ISAIAH 6:8-9a   
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KNOW FREEDOM 
 

As we discussed earlier, the starting point to a relationship with God is accepting that you are a 
sinner and that Jesus paid the penalty for your sin by shedding His blood and dying on a cross. 
 
This is crucial, so let’s pause a minute …. 
 
Has there been a time when you asked Jesus to be your Savior? If not, you can do that right 
now through this simple prayer that invites Him to be the Lord of your life: 
 

Dear Jesus,  
Thank You for dying on the cross and making a way for me to come to God. I 
receive this extravagant gift and ask You to forgive me of my sins and be the 
Lord of my life from this day forward.  I give You all of me and ask You to turn 
my life around for Your glory. Fill me with Your Spirit, and help me live the life 
You died to give me. In Jesus name, Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unfortunately, some of us are haunted by things in our past that hold us back from truly living 
the abundant life Jesus died to give us.  
 
Before we can successfully move forward in our faith journey, we have to settle our pasts.  
And that’s exactly what our FREEDOM LIFE GROUPS do … help us settle our pasts. 
 
FREEDOM Life Groups are 12-week sessions held every Spring and Fall semesters. At the  
conclusion of every semester, attendees are encouraged to attend a FREEDOM CONFERENCE 
to solidify their commitments and fully embrace a new life of freedom based on God’s  
unfailing love. 
 
Don’t miss out on this life-changing experience … sign up for the next Freedom Life Group! 
 

This is the first step toward your life of freedom!   
Accepting Jesus as your Lord and Savior 

is ALL you need. 
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YOUR NEXT STEP 
 
 
1. Become a member of The Rock Church. 
 

Membership at TRC is not about adding your name to a roster … it’s about connecting with 
people and the vision of the church. We would love for YOU to be a part! 
 
 

4. Join a Life Group. 
 
 Browse our online directory of Life Groups at  therockchurchgonzales.com.  Sign up for 
 the group that interests you and fits your schedule.  The Group leader will contact you 
 within a day or two with specifics.  

 
5. Complete all four (4) steps of the NEXT STEPS growth track: 

 Step 1  

 Step 2  

 Step 3  

 Step 4  

 

6. Find a spot on a Serve Team to use your gifts for God’s Kingdom! 

We ask everyone to “serve one and worship one.”  

When we serve, we are impacting lives for eternity. 

 

 

  

It is a 
PRIVILEGE 

to  
SERVE! 
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APPENDIX 
 
How we share Christ with others: 
 

“Go out into the country…and urge anyone you find to come, so that the house 
will be full.”        
LUKE 14:23   (TLB) 

 
 

As we continue to reach people far from God, every one of us can do our part by following 
these four principles: 
                                
1. Accept the personal responsibility. 

     

2. Build a personal relationship.                

                         

3. Share your personal story. * 

 

4. Give a personal invitation. 

 
 
 

*  Share your story of what Jesus has done in your life. 
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Membership Covenant 
 
 

1. I will protect the unity of my church: 

… by acting in love toward other members 

… by refusing to gossip 

… by following the pastor and the leaders  

 

2. I will share the responsibility of my church: 

… by praying for its growth 

… by inviting the unchurched to attend 

… by warmly welcoming those who visit 

 

3. I will serve the ministry of my church: 

… by discovering my gifts and talents 

… by being equipped to serve my pastors 

… by developing a servant’s heart 

 

4. I will support the testimony of my church: 

… by attending faithfully 

… by living a Godly life 

… by giving regularly 

 
 
________________________________   ___________ 
Signature        Date 

 
 
 
  

 

Know  |  Belong  |  Discover  |  Impact 
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4 EASY WAYS TO GIVE 
 

1. TEXT GIVING 
 Text to: 225.475.3004 
 Text message:  GIVE______  (Enter amount to give)  

EXAMPLE:  GIVE150  =  $150 donation 
 First time givers will be required to set up a donor account. 
 Confirm the transaction. 
 You will receive a text confirming your donation. 
 Be sure to save the text number to your contacts for future use. 

 
2. ONLINE GIVING 
 Go to:  therockchurchgonzales.com 
 Click on the “GIVE” link at the top. 
 First-time users will need to create an “account” or profile for secure giving by clicking 

“Register.” 
 Returning users, click on “Log in.” 
 Complete the requested fields. 
 You may choose to help pay the processing fees by clicking the box near the bottom. The 

fee amount will be deducted from your account and the Rock Church will receive your 
full donation. 

 You will receive an email confirming your donation. 
 

3. BILL PAY THROUGH BANK 
 Log in to your financial institution’s Bill Pay service. 
 Set up a new “biller” account: 

〉 THE ROCK CHURCH 
〉 42080 Church Point Road, Gonzales, LA  70737 
〉 Phone:  225.644.8719 
〉 Use your name for the Account Number 
〉 Enter the amount of donation 
〉 Set up frequency (if recurring) and date of withdrawal/payment 
〉 Describe how you want your donation distributed on Memo Line: 

($XX for Tithes, $XX for Missions, $XX for Building Fund, etc.) 
 This option works great for set dollar amount giving. 

 
4. AT CHURCH 

 Give by check or cash using a Giving Envelope  

 Make checks payable to:  THE ROCK CHURCH 
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