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2020 Governing Board Candidate Biographies 
 
Doug Dorgan (Incumbent) 

The Dorgan family, including Doug, his wife Patty, and two daughters Jennifer and 
Kirsten have attended Trinity since 1999.  They became members at the first service 
officiated by Pastor Mark in 2001.  
  

Doug has been blessed to serve Trinity in a number of capacities through the 
years.  He has had the great privilege to serve as a “small” group leader dating back to 
the 40 Days of Purpose series.  He supported the Lighthouse program for several years 
as a small group leader and leader of the annual retreat.  He was recruited to serve as 
a Communion Assistant at TKW and now co-leads the ministry team and serves as the 
primary liaison with staff.  In 2016 he was asked to support evaluation of the physical 

facilities as part of the TGW combination.  During the Immeasurably More campaign, he served on the 
steering committee and has been a member of the Governing Board since 2018. 

  

Doug feels strongly in the principle of Servant Leadership.  He has gone where God has called him and has had 
opportunities to serve in ways not always expected, but certainly aligned with his Spiritual Gifts.  There are 
many exciting changes taking place at Trinity and he would welcome being able to continue serving the 
congregation through participation on the Governing Board.  The Church is blessed to have so many 
exceptional choices. 
 
 
Janet Johnson 

Janet and her husband, Tom, joined Trinity in 1981 shortly after moving to Lisle – they 
attended only once before deciding to join after feeling the love and friendship of the 
congregation members immediately.  Their two adult children, Ben and Laura, were 
baptized and confirmed at Trinity, and three of her six grandsons were been baptized 
at Trinity.  Professionally, Janet has been an attorney and partner in a law firm in 
Chicago since 1980 where she practices primarily in the commercial real estate world.  
In her free time she enjoys reading, biking, walking, swimming and a bit of running, 
and studying everything from the Bible to economics. 
 

She has participated in a number of Bible study classes and small groups over the 
years.  Many years ago she served on Trinity’s Preschool Committee, as a Sunday 

School teacher and a substitute teacher for adult classes, was a legal advisor to the Building Committee for the 
prior two building programs and the Trinity Green Trails site.  Since the late 1990s, most of her service to the 
church has been to the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod at large.  She served 9 years on the Northern Illinois 
Board of Directors, 12 years on the Lutheran Church Extension Fund Board of Directors, 12 years on the Board 
of Trustees for Lutheran Child and Family Services, 3 years on the Board of Regents of the Concordia Ft. 
Wayne Theological Seminary, where she still serves on its Finance and Audit Committee, and 11 years on the 
Board of Directors of Lutheran Housing Support Corporation.  She has also assisted a number of LCMS 
congregations in the Chicago area with their real estate needs on a volunteer basis. 
 

Janet believes Trinity has a vital and thriving ministry of outreach to our communities and the world with the 
Gospel.  Trinity’s teaching and preaching ministries are among the most exciting and dynamic in the LCMS and 
we have new opportunities in all areas.  If elected, Janet would be honored and privileged to serve Trinity as it 
continues to moves in the directions God is calling us as a congregation to fulfill our part in the Great 
Commission and helping people become more like Jesus. 
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Margaret Placko 

Margaret and her husband Greg joined Trinity in 1990 and currently worship at Trinity 
Green Trails. Their son Michael, daughter-in-law Kassie, and grandson Ziggy live in Oak 
Park, and their daughter Abby and son-in-law Justin live in Naperville.   
 

Professionally Margaret has been a Realtor for the past 32 years and absolutely loves 
helping people navigate the wonderful world of real estate. She feels God equipped 
and called her to that profession. 
 

Margaret has been blessed to serve in a variety of roles at Trinity over the past 30 
years.  She has previously served 2 terms on the Governing Board. She also served on 

the call committee when Pastor Mark was called to Trinity. She and Greg served as co-chairs for the 
Immeasurably More campaign, and for most of the 30 years she has served as a small group leader. She is also 
a service host and has enjoyed serving in many other capacities over the years. 
 

Margaret loves Jesus, His church, the body of believers at Trinity and the communities it serves. She is 
passionate about discipleship, small groups, people using their gifts to love and serve others, and the church 
reaching out to bring more people Jesus in the western suburbs of Chicago and across the world. Margaret is 
excited to see what God has in store for Trinity both short and long term and would consider it a privilege to 
serve on the Governing Board. 
 
 

 
Joe Vasich 

Joe and his wife, Leslie, have been blessed in marriage for 21 years and currently 
worship at Trinity Green Trails. They are Lisle residents and have four children, 
twins Reece and Sam (16) and twins Nathan and Julia (15). If you have been a 
passenger on a Southwest Airlines flight, Joe might have been your captain, where 
he has worked for 19 years. 
 

Nearly 13 years ago, a simple invitation to “check out” Trinity from one of Leslie’s 
co-workers and longtime members, began the transformational faith journey for 
the Vasich family. Utilizing the programs of early child-care and KidStreet, Joe and 

Leslie were able to experience a worship service that was deeply grounded in the historical truth of 
scripture, yet consistently relevant and current to their faith walks. 
 

As Joe’s children grew up, so did his involvement in Trinity’s youth programs.  He has assisted in leading at 
LightHouse retreats and several WorkCamps. He enjoys walking alongside Trinity’s youth and exploring the 
power of a relationship with Jesus in such a formative time of their lives. 
 

In addition, Joe has been a member of the Communion Assistant team and is leading a Friday morning 
adult Small Group. In the midst of his volunteering at Trinity, his personal growth and realization of 
Trinity's mission statement has been life-changing. To look, live and love more like Jesus is what 
encourages him in decisions of marriage, parenting and ultimately reflecting the love of Jesus to all that 
God places in front of him.  
 

While we are currently living in a time where the world speaks of uncertainty and division, Joe is thankful 
for Trinity. Trinity is a church home that welcomes all with a clear message of a God that is always at work, 
in all things. Joe would be honored and humbled to become a member of the Governing Board and see 
where God will take him for this church and His glory. 


