
 

 
 

Take It Home! 
 
Beg, Borrow, But Do Not Steal  
 
The Seventh Commandment 
You shall not steal. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not 
take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any dishonest 
way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income. 
 
Even as we struggle in our culture with just too much “stuff”, it is 
noteworthy that this 7th Commandment implies God’s recognition of the 
concept of ownership of the fruit of our labors, whatever form that may take, even as it is a sign of his gifting and 
shaping of who we are in carrying out those endeavors. But Martin Luther warns in his Large Catechism that our 
definition of stealing must not be too narrow. This commandment takes us into the market place. Here is his broad 
definition broken into a bullet structure to help you consider the trail of connection each phrase opens up. 

• “It forbids any conceivable wrong to our neighbor in depriving him of any part of his possessions (he writes 
further of the misuse of the market or false dealing, fair compensation of workers and an honorable work 
ethic for those receiving pay) 

• or interfering with his enjoyment of them; (selling poor quality or misrepresenting a product or depreciating 
property) 

• it forbids consent to such wrong, (holding others accountable for false practices or abusive social structures) 

• even enjoining all possible prevention; (active protection for victims of predatory economic practices) 

• it commands that we add to his possessions and advance his interests; (survival is not an individual endeavor 
and your pile of stuff could have another purpose) 

• and we are to relieve him in want by help and advice, whether he be friend or foe. (wide scope!) 
 
Those last two bullets are clearly illustrated in Zacchaeus’ life change when Jesus confronts him with grace, not 
guilt(Luke 19:1-8). Our ability to live this commandment comes from the forgiveness we have received from God. 
 
Daily Reading 

Quiet your mind with some silence and then meditate on one of these texts per day with the freedom to bounce back 
to a text later in the week as you feel inclined.  
Leviticus 19:35-37 
Exodus 23:4-5 
2 Corinthians 8:1-7 
2 Corinthians 9:10 
Ephesians 4:28 
1 John 3:17,18 
 
Daily Thought Direction 
Let your thoughts follow the direction of one of the thought guides. Jot down your thoughts day to day so you can see 

the journey God is guiding. Make note of needs for praise, thanks, confession and calls for help – then have that prayer 

conversation. 

• Examine Luther’s extensive definition and identify specific current day market place practices this 

commandment would warn against. 

• Examine Luther’s extensive definition and consider how God’s generosity towards you is exhibited in your 

economic practices on behalf of others. 

• What new routine of generosity would you like to put in motion?  

• What new attitude will you take into your workplace? 

• How can your family practice this respectful and generous attitude toward “stuff”? 

• What will people understand about God when they see you live this way? 

Points to talk to God about…  

                                       confess, ask for help, thanks, praise 


