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CONTRASTS THAT
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THE GOSPELS. THE

MYSTERY OF JESUS
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A PERSONALITY
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INTRODUCTION

In Jesus, we find some of the harshest words about sin and 
the greatest gentleness toward sinners. We find a man who 
made demons tremble and children laugh with joy. We see a 
man who called himself the Son of God and was addressed 

as “Lord” and yet, washed the feet of his disciples. Jesus healed
the sick and raised the dead, and yet, when he faced his own

death, raised not a finger to stop it nor uttered a word of protest,
insisting that he did all this to save us.

 
Such contrasts force us to ask the question: who was this man?
The Bible contains four witnesses who wrote Gospel accounts 
that we still hold sacred thousands of years later. Each of these

witnesses gives us a fuller picture of who Jesus is. 
Their names are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.



Matthew’s claim is that in a world of broken promises, Jesus 
is the one who fulfills all the promises that God has made to us.

Matthew could be known as a teacher because he connects 
Jesus as the master/Rabbi/teacher.

 
Mark’s claim is that in a world of bad kings and failed kingdoms,

Jesus is the true King we’ve been looking for. Mark could be
known as a rebel because of his fast action-packed narrative.

 
Luke’s claim is that in a world of fake news and alternative facts,

we have good reason to believe that Jesus is the best news 
we’ve ever received. Luke could be known as a journalist 

because of the many details he provides.
 

John’s claim is that in a world of darkness, Jesus is the light. 
John could be known as a mystic because of his colorful

description of Jesus.
 



PURPOSE

We know that the Bible is filled with all kinds of culture, context,
and perspectives that at times can seem confusing and irrelevant,
or just strange. Yet these accounts tell us boldly about our God,
who rescued and saved us from sin, death, and the devil by his

death and resurrection. 
 

This pamphlet is a tool to increase the depth of our understanding
of who our God is and what he has done for us. To that end, we

have included some contextual substance to expand the beauty of
the words that each of these witnesses was recording. 

 
Each witness is a person who lived during the time of Jesus, had
a connection to him, wrote his gospel with a certain perspective

while being inspired by the Holy Spirit, and ultimately help us see
how Jesus is a game changer for all of eternity. 

 
We pray that this will be a helpful tool for our church to better 

look, live, and love more like Jesus.



THE CHALLENGE:
READING THE GOSPELS
IN FOUR WEEKS

This Easter season, we are using the weekends to study together
the writers of the four Gospels and their unique perspective on

Jesus. We’d like to encourage you to take a personal study
challenge: reading through all four Gospels in four weeks!

 
It won’t be easy. There are some days you will have to read a

good-sized chunk of the Bible. But it will be rewarding, as you get
a much deeper and clearer view of Jesus through these writers’

eyes. You will also notice the differing perspectives of each writer
in a new and unique way. Someone once described the four

gospels as a multifaceted diamond. As you peer in each facet, a
new view of the beauty of the story of Jesus is revealed!

 
So open up your Bible and join us! If you miss a day, don’t worry.
You can come back and make that up at the end. Just take on the

task for the day, and let the Spirit speak through God’s Word.
Each day has a question or key to look for as you read. We pray

God blesses your time with Him in the Word.
 



WEEK ONE—
MATTHEW

Monday: Chapters 1–3: As you read, watch for how Matthew
connects Jesus to the prophecies of the Old Testament.

Tuesday: Chapters 4–7: How does Jesus announce God’s
Kingdom? What does he say and do to point to that Kingdom?

Wednesday: Chapters 8–10: Yesterday Jesus announced the
Kingdom. Now he brings it into people’s lives. How does this
happen?

Thursday: Chapters 11–13: How do people respond to Jesus?
Look for people who respond positively, neutrally, and negatively.
Do they have anything in common?

Friday: Chapters 14–23: Note the different expectations for the
Messiah, especially between the common people and the religious
leaders. Also, notice how Jesus begins to introduce his “upside
down” kingdom. This upside down kingdom will appear in all four
gospels!

Saturday: Chapters 24–28: The climax of the story! Note again
how Matthew connects Jesus to the Old Testament (as he did on
Monday) and how the kingdom will finally spread to all people.



MATTHEW
 

THE RABBI



Author: Matthew, formerly known as Levi

Date Written: about 50 AD

Place Written: Antioch, Syria

Audience: Jews and Jewish Christians 

Portrays Jesus as: The King 
 
Connection to Jesus: A former tax collector who follows
Jesus and is a disciple/apostle. You can read his story in
Matthew 9:9–13

MATTHEW—
   THE RABBI



Structure of the Book: 
Matthew, as a good teacher or Rabbi, has a pretty clear 
five-part lesson that he is teaching the readers of his Gospel.
Notice the layout here: 

Introduction: Jesus the King is born, is introduced and starts
speaking publicly (chs. 1–4) 
Lesson 1: How God’s kingdom operates (chs. 5–7)
Lesson 2: How God’s disciples work (ch. 10) 
Lesson 3: What God's kingdom is like (ch. 13) 
Lesson 4: How to thrive in God’s kingdom (ch. 18) 
Lesson 5: When God’s kingdom will come (chs. 24–25)
Epilogue: Jesus is crucified, conquers death, and reigns and
commissions us to go and baptize all nations (chs. 27–28)



Matthew is rightly called “The Rabbi,” for he presents Jesus as
the fulfillment of all God’s promises from the Old Testament.
He notes how God has been at work through history to bring
us to this moment. Throughout his account, we find Jesus
fulfilling the promises of God in both word and deed. He brings
the blessings of Abraham to the nations, preaches a better law
than Moses, reigns as the true King, and is the God who saves
his people. 

In a world of broken promises, Jesus is the “yes” to every one
of God’s promises to us. On every page Matthew asks us, the
readers: “Is Jesus your King, your Savior, and your God? In
light of all the promises He has kept, will you now trust him?”
And his gospel concludes with an invitation that reflects the
opening pages of his narrative: be baptized, follow, and
experience Jesus’ presence with you always.



Jesus is the one who fulfills God’s promise to Abraham:
“Through you all the nations will be blessed.”
Jesus is the heir of David: the greater King who will rule
over his people with righteousness, justice, and mercy
Jesus is the Savior who will rescue us from our sins
Jesus is Immanuel: God with us

Themes found in this account: 
In these opening verses we are introduced to all the major
themes of Matthew’s account:

For more information about Matthew’s account, see: 
The Bible Project videos: www.thebibleproject.com

There are two videos that are free to watch:
Matthew 1–13: tinyurl.com/4Gospels1
Matthew 14–28: tinyurl.com/4Gospels2

http://www.thebibleproject.com/


WEEK TWO— 
MARK

Monday: Act One, Part One—Chapters 1–4: Who is Jesus? 
Look for Mark to share his core message and the different ways
people respond to that message.

Tuesday: Act One, Part Two—Chapters 5:1 through 8, verse 26: 
Look for the ways people continued to react differently to the core
message of Jesus.

Wednesday: Act Two—Chapter 8, verse 27–Chapter 10: Ask
yourself this question: What does it mean for Jesus to be the
Messiah?

Thursday: Act Three, Part One—Chapters 11–12: Watch for
conflict between Jesus and the religious leaders. What is the
source of this conflict?

Friday: Act Three, Part Two—Chapters 13–14: As the conflict
continues between Jesus and the religious leaders, how do you
begin to see the “suffering servant” version of the Old Testament
prophecies for the Messiah? Who sees this and who misses this?

Saturday: Act Three, Part Three—Chapters 15–18: Who is it that
finally recognizes who Jesus is? Why does Mark highlight this?
How does the Gospel end? Why do you think it ends this way?



MARK
 

THE REBEL



Author: John Mark

Date Written: 50–60 AD

Place Written: Italy 

Audience: Romans 

Portrays Jesus as: God’s servant 

Connection to Jesus: Mark aided Peter (one of Jesus’
disciples/apostles) as a missionary to spread the good
news about Jesus. He was writing his account based 
on Peter’s eyewitness accounts of life on the road. He 
may have been the young man who fled naked in Mark
14:51–52

MARK—
   THE REBEL



God’s rebel arrives and immediately goes to work (ch. 1) 
He works night and day in northern Palestine (chs. 2–6)
He pushes his work relentlessly into other regions       
 (chs. 7–10) 

He sacrifices his life to save mankind (chs. 11–15)
The Roman centurion calls him the “Son of God” (ch. 15)
He conquers death (ch. 16)

Structure of the Book: 
Mark’s account breaks nicely into two large parts: The first 
ten chapters introduce us to Jesus the servant who works
“immediately” to help people everywhere; the second six
chapters show us Jesus the hero who volunteers to die so 
that all people may live. 

Jesus as the servant: (Chapters 1–10)

Jesus as the sacrificial hero: (Chapters 11–15)



Mark’s account opens with a bang by boldly proclaiming that
Jesus is Israel’s long-awaited King who rules over all creation.
Jesus arrives proclaiming that the Kingdom of God has come
near and calls us to enter into it by repenting and turning to
him. But as Jesus inaugurates his Kingdom, he is brought into
direct conflict with both the rulers of Israel (Pharisees,
Sadducees, chief priests, and teachers of the Law), the rulers
and puppets of Rome (Herod, Pilate), and the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly realms (the demon). Yet, in each
encounter, he shows himself to be greater than all these rival
kingdoms and, ultimately, proves to be the true Servant King,
the Son of God, who laid down his life to save his people. 

That is why Mark is the “Rebel”: His fast-paced, action-packed
account presents Jesus as the rightful ruler over all creation.
He allows Jesus’ words and deeds to speak for themselves,
inviting us to evaluate this claim to Jesus’ identity and make up
our minds based on the evidence. Will we turn from the rival
kingdoms of the world and follow Jesus as the true King?



Mark 6:14–44: Jesus vs. Herod. Jesus is the true king who
compassionately feeds his people, whereas Herod is the
false king whose dinner party ends up with a guy’s head
on a plate.
Mark 8:31–9:1: Jesus will be killed by the authorities—and
rise again—and his call to take up our crosses and follow
him.
Mark 15:39: The centurion confesses that Jesus is the Son
of God

Themes found in this account: 

For more information about Mark’s account, see: 
The Bible Project videos: www.thebibleproject.com

There is a video that is free to watch:
Mark: tinyurl.com/4Gospels3

http://www.thebibleproject.com/


WEEK THREE—
LUKE

Monday: Chapters 1–2: The Introduction. Note the two birth
stories and their parallels and differences. (Extra challenge—
compare Luke 1:1–4 with Acts 1:1–2, also written by Luke.)

Tuesday: Chapters 3–5: The beginning of Jesus’ ministry and
establishment of his mission. Why is he here? How does his
coming affect people?

Wednesday: Chapters 6:1 through 9:23: Watch for the “upside
down” kingdom we first saw in Matthew to appear again. Note also
the social ministry aspect of the mission of Jesus to the poor: both
economically and spiritually.

Thursday: Chapters 9:24 through 14:34: As Jesus journeys to
Jerusalem, note the parables and teaching along the journey. How
does this compare to your journey with Jesus?

Friday: Chapters 15:1 through 19:27: As Jesus completes his
Journey to Jerusalem, watch for the growing conflict with the
religious leaders. Also note the teaching of Jesus on money,
possessions, and generosity. What applies to your life today?

Saturday: Chapters 19:28 through 24:53: As you follow Jesus the
last week of his life…and beyond (!), note the role of the story on
the road to Emmaus. What does this story teach about how we
see or don’t see the risen Jesus and his plan for our lives?



LUKE
 

THE JOURNALIST



Author: Luke, a physician

Date Written: about 55–60 AD

Place Written: Greece

Audience: Theophilus, a Greek (Theophilus was probably
a high-ranking government official who was eager to learn
about Jesus.)

Portrays Jesus as: The man who has compassion

Connection to Jesus: He was an aid to Paul and their
missionary trips and interviewed many to learn about what
Jesus did. He is also the author of the Book of Acts. 

LUKE—
THE
JOURNALIST



Structure of the Book: 
Luke’s account documents Jesus in great detail, we have the
most information about his birth from Luke’s account. Notice
the structure below: 

Birth: 
Much more detail is given about this in his account (chs. 1–4)
Work: 
He speaks, works, and lives in perfect ways (chs. 5–9) 
Road trip: 
He marches towards his destiny in Jerusalem (chs. 9–19)
Passion: 
He completes his mission out of compassion (chs. 20–23)
Ascension: 
He ascends to heaven to help us from above (ch. 24) 



Luke is the meticulous, investigative journalist. He wants us,
his readers, to know that what we have heard about Jesus is
true and worthy of believing. Unlike the other gospels, which
were based on personal recollections, Luke traveled the
ancient world interviewing countless witnesses and gathering
evidence. Throughout his account, he presents Jesus in all his
historical detail, interacting with everyday people in real places
at real times. He heals the sick, raises the dead, debates with
the intellectuals of his day, and confronts the ruling elites. And
through all these encounters, he proclaims “the year of the
Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:19) and inaugurates a kingdom of
forgiveness, healing, and hope. Luke wants us to see Jesus as
he is, so that we might “know the certainty of the things you
have been taught.”

About the Author
Luke was the author of both Luke and Acts. A doctor and a
traveling companion of Paul, he spent extensive time with
members of the early church from around the Roman world,
compiling their first-hand accounts of Jesus into this stunning
narrative.



Jesus’ inaugural address (Luke 4:14–30): This is the
central text for understanding the rest of Jesus’ ministry
as it is depicted in Luke’s gospel account.
Luke records 11 masterful parables, which are stories
that use earthly elements to tell a heavenly truth. Some
that are most noted by people are “The Good
Samaritan” or “The Prodigal Son.” 
Jesus does a lot of praying in Luke, more than any
other account. Notice his nine prayers in this account
(3:21, 5:15–16, 6:12, 9:18–22, 9:29, 10:17–21, 11:1,
22:39–46, and 23:34, 46)
Woman are highlighted in his account. Jesus goes out
of his way to highlight women, including Mary,
Elizabeth, and Anna in his birth. While the men run for
cover in Jesus arrest, the women stand firm. 

Themes found in this account:

For more information about Luke’s account, see: 
The Bible Project videos: www.thebibleproject.com

There are two videos that are free to watch:
Luke 1–9: tinyurl.com/4Gospels4
Luke 10–24: tinyurl.com/4Gospels5

http://www.thebibleproject.com/


WEEK FOUR—
JOHN

Monday: Chapter 1: In this deep and symbolic opening to our last
Gospel, what new perspective on Jesus is John trying to give us?

Tuesday: Chapters 2–10: (This is a big chunk of text. If you have
to save some for tomorrow, go ahead. Tomorrow’s section is
smaller.) Watch for the miraculous signs of Jesus. What to people
see in these signs? What controversies do they spark?

Wednesday:  Chapters 11–12: In some ways the central story in
John’s Gospel is the raising of Lazarus. What does this story say
about Jesus? How do the different characters see and react in this
story. How do the religious leaders react?

Thursday: Chapters 13–17: The final words and teaching of
Jesus. What part of these words strike you the most? How does
the fact that this is Jesus’ final teaching to his disciples give them
a different weight and perspective?

Friday: Chapters 18–20: Keeping in mind that John writes this
account of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus many years
later, and after people are already familiar with the details of these
events, what unique perspective does John give?

Saturday: Chapter 21—The Epilogue: Why is this story here? It
almost seemed that John was going to end his Gospel with
Chapter 20:30–31. But then he adds this story. Why?



JOHN
 

THE MYSTIC



Author: John

Date Written: 90 AD 

Place Written: Ephesus 

Audience: New Christians and God-seekers 

Portrays Jesus as: God who has divine power, to inspire
belief in Him.

Connection to Jesus: A disciple/apostle of Jesus, he
traveled with Jesus. Known throughout the book simply as
“the disciple whom Jesus loved,” John was one of Jesus’
closest friends. The brother of James and the son of
Zebedee, he was an eyewitness to Jesus’ most intimate
and personal moments.

Important note:
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are known as the synoptic
gospels, meaning that they are written around similar
stories and dated around the same time. John is the last
account written and gives us unique stories of Jesus that
draw us to believe and trust in him.

JOHN—
THE MYSTIC



Structure of the Book: 
In John’s account, we see a beautiful introduction and then
the majority of the book can be separated into two parts:
First, Jesus' public ministry and his private talks with his
followers; second, his ministry finished by his death and
resurrection. 

God’s son is introduced: Jesus the God-man (ch. 1)
Public ministry: working with people (chs. 2–12)
Private talks: training his disciples (chs. 13–17)
Passion: accomplishing his mission (chs. 18–20)
God’s son rises and reinstates: Has multiple interactions
with his disciples after his resurrection (ch. 21)



The last of the four gospels, both canonically and
chronologically, John is radically different in tone than the
other three. Robin Griffith-Jones says, “At first sight John’s
gospel seems to depict a different continent, photographed
through a quite different lens…in John we move to a stately
series of set-piece miracles and long, spiraling discussions”*
all of which increasingly reveal Jesus’ true identity. He is God,
and when we encounter Jesus, we are encountering the
Creator of the Universe who once more has come to bring light
and life into this darkened world. In every one of his miracles
and in every conversation, Jesus introduces us to the God who
loves us. 

As the “mystic,” John is pulling back the layers, inviting us into
a deeper and deeper relationship with Jesus, because in
Jesus we see God for who he truly is. In a world where we are
constantly searching for a deep and grounded spirituality, in a
world where we are constantly looking for truth, and in a world
where we are starved for a never-ending kind of love, John’s
claim is that you need look no further than Jesus “and that by
believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31).

* T H E  F O U R  W I T N E S S E S  B Y
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 I am the bread of life (6:35)
 I am the light of the world (8:12)
 I am the door to salvation (10:9)
 I am the good shepherd (10:11)
 I am the resurrection and the life (11:25)
 I am the way, the truth, and the life (14:6)
 I am the vine (15:5) 

Themes found in this account: 
Be on the lookout for the seven “I am” statements of Jesus.
Jesus created seven metaphors to give us tangible images
of mysterious spiritual things: 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Also, pay attention to the miracles of Jesus in this account,
or the “signs” that John calls them. The miracles are told to
tell us about who Jesus is and to be a sign to point to his
divinity. 

For more information about John’s account, see 
The Bible Project videos: www.thebibleproject.com

There are two videos that are free to watch:
John 1–12 : tinyurl.com/4Gospels6
Luke 13–21 :tinyurl.com/4Gospels7

http://www.thebibleproject.com/


You did it! You read through all four Gospels in four weeks.
Congratulations! Just a few last questions to ponder…

1. Which is your favorite Gospel? Why?

2. What did you learn about Jesus and his Kingdom by
reading all four Gospels one right after the other?

3. If you were going to pick one Gospel for deeper study,
which one would it be? Why? What is stopping you from
doing that next?

FINISH



S T A I N E D  G L A S S  A R T W O R K  B Y :

A N G I E  C O NW E L L
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