Guidelines for Outdoor Worship – eff. 06.29.20
Basic Principles:
1. Outdoor transmission of the virus is much less likely and therefore many guidelines for indoor worship do not apply.
2. Because there are many unknowns, our guidelines will err on the side of caution.
3. Encouraging all to adhere to the guidelines and engage in safe practices is a way for us to live out God’s command
to love our neighbor (and should NOT be viewed as making a political statement of any kind).
Basic Guidelines:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Anyone experiencing any symptoms of illness should stay home and participate in online worship. If you have
previously tested positive for COVID-19 you should not attend worship unless you have had no fever for at least ten
days (as recommended by medical professionals).
Social distancing will be maintained at all times for anyone not from the same household. Physical greetings (hugs,
handshakes, etc.) will be avoided and discouraged.
Masks can be removed for worship when seated and socially distanced from other worshipers. Masks are required
to be worn at all other times, especially when arriving and leaving the worship site, when social distancing might be
difficult. Masks should be worn when using portable restrooms.
Congregational singing and group recitation are allowed.
Those attending should bring their own seating. Because singing will be allowed and masks are not mandatory
during worship, the proper distancing of seated groups is 10 feet or more. Some means of ensuring proper
distancing should be visible (markings, etc.)
Children should remain with their family group at all times (refraining from playing together).
Registration is not required in advance of the service and attendance will not be taken. Participation wavers are not
required.
A portable restroom will be available. Hand sanitizer will be available for use immediately after leaving the restroom.
Service length should be carefully considered (less than one hour) to minimize exposure times of those
participating.
Communion kits, children’s materials, and service handouts may be given to those attending. These materials
should be disposable and not returned or reused. Those distributing materials should wear masks and wash and
sanitize hands or wear gloves.
A “passed the plate” offering will not be taken. A box or other receptacle for receiving offerings may be used near
the entrance/exit areas. This should be supervised at all times and volunteers collecting offerings should follow
safety protocols.
When communion is celebrated, people will participate from their seating location and use TSN communion kits.
Baptisms and Confirmations are also possible service elements if social distancing guidelines are followed. See
your Pastor Mike for more details.
Bottled water will be made available instead of drinking fountains.
Those attending should be encouraged to arrive early and leave their car in a way that minimizes contact with
others. Leaders should stagger dismissal at the end of the service to help people maintain social distancing.

Preparation Guidelines:
•
•
•
•

Every opportunity should be taken to communicate all the relevant guidelines to attenders in advance of their
arriving for worship.
All volunteers should be trained in proper safety protocols. They should wear masks, practice social distancing, and
be ready to graciously encourage others to do the same.
Each service should have assigned personnel to ensure safety guidelines are being followed.
“Up-front” leaders should maintain social distancing. Those singing should be stationed at least 10 feet apart.

