
 

 
 

Take It Home! 
 
What’s Yours Is Mine 
 
The Ninth Commandment 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not 
scheme to get our neighbor’s inheritance or house or get it in a way 
which only appears right, but help and be of service to him in keeping it. 
 
The Tenth Commandment 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our neighbor’s wife, 
workers, or animals, or turn them against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty. 
 

Haven’t we already covered this adultery and stealing and lying stuff? These two commandments drill deeper into the 

heart, our heart, of the matter. Before we ever cross the line of legalities in Commandment 6,7, and 8 - we see, we 

want, and we hatch a plan that may not even be illegal… technically. At the core is our desire to be god and snap our 

fingers for what we want. Our culture’s media message of competitive ownership sends our minds to what the Joneses 

have, where the grass is greener, where desire is gratified instantly, and we swallow the bait. God puts one more line 

of defense around our neighbor. He asks us to protect them from ourselves. He lovingly asks us to turn our heart over 

to him which is our foundation for keeping all the commandments. 

Daily Reading 

Quiet your mind with some silence and then meditate on one of these texts per day with the freedom to bounce back 

to a text later in the week as you feel inclined.  

Micah 2:1-3 

James 4:1-2 

James 1:13-15 

Philippians 2:4 

Hebrews 13:5,6 

Daily Thought Direction 
Let your thoughts follow the direction of one of the thought guides. Jot down your thoughts day to day so you can see 

the journey God is guiding. Make note of needs for praise, thanks, confession and calls for help – then have that prayer 

conversation. 

• What outrageous examples of “taking advantage” appear in the current headlines and trace them back to what 

was initially a “want”. How could you fall in the same trap or avoid it? 

• If a current situation or relationship fills you with envy or makes you discontent, reflect on how you can give up 

all desire for advantage by taking up a perspective of contentment. 

• Choose a routine for setting one of this week’s verses in plain sight. Memorize it. 

• The Spirit has been calling you to pay attention to a new attitude. Pray for a new responsive heart daily. 

• When you or a family member says, “I wish we (or I) could (or had)…” learn the response, “Yes, let’s thank God 

for giving that to _____neighbor, friend, enemy…” How do you think that would develop a family perspective on 

wanting? 

• How would a vocal habit of thanking God for blessing someone else help them to understand God’s caring 

nature? 

Points to talk to God about…  

                                       confess, ask for help, thanks, praise 


