
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 19, 2020 

 

 

EASTER AIN’T JUST ONE DAY! 

 

Of course, every day and every moment we who follow Christ celebrate the foundation of the 

Faith – that He is risen.  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Yes, it is always “Easter” in our hearts.  Truly 

also every Sunday is a “little Easter” – that’s the reason the first believers started to gather on 

Sundays immediately after the first Easter (as we hear in today’s Holy Gospel from John 20), 

calling it the “Lord’s Day” (Revelation 1:10).  See also Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:2.  

Additionally, early in Christian history the Church set aside an entire “season” to celebrate 

Christ’s resurrection – this Easter Season we have now just begun.  The days immediately after 

“The Resurrection of the Lord” (last Sunday) are called “Easter Week” (“Easter Monday”, “Easter 

Tuesday”, etc.), and then for seven Sundays the worship of the church is built upon the fact of 

Christ’s resurrection – a “week of weeks” formally to mark Easter.  Today is the “Second Sunday 

of Easter”, and we in the next two months continue our Easter worship until the celebrations of 

Christ’s ascension (“The Ascension of Our Lord” on May 21) and the feast of “Pentecost” with its 

out-pouring of the Holy Spirit (May 31).  So we sing more Easter hymns and songs today, and 

we hear this month for multiple Sundays the Bible’s record of the risen Christ’s appearances and 

what this means. 

Christians are truly “different” from people “of the world”, most importantly with our faith and 

values and behaviors.  But we’re also different with our calendar.  For the world, Easter ended 

last Sunday.  For we who see the risen Jesus in our lives . . . Easter has just started! 

 

 

 

EASTER GREETING 

 

Pastor:  Christ is risen! 

People:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

 

 
After last week’s complex worship services for Good Friday and Easter Sunday, we have simplified 

things in today’s worship, strongly urging worshipers to download this worship guide (which you 

have done) and using it in place of lyrics and liturgy on the screen.  Today’s worship includes just 

three hymns and one liturgical canticle, again trying to “blend” our two worship styles (“traditional” 

and “contemporary”) used here at Trinity Lutheran Church.  First, after a magnificent prelude, a fully 

orchestrated recording of one of the greatest Easter hymns . . . 

 

After the prelude, worshipers sing . . . 



“NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS” 
Hymn 465 

(Use a hymnal at home to see the melodies of today’s hymns . . . even the contemporary arrangement at the end!) 

 

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds in praise of love that still abounds: 

  “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!  Repeat their song of glory here: 

    “Christ has triumphed!  Christ has triumphed!” 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Eternal is the gift He brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Now still He comes to give us life and by His presence stills all strife. 

Christ has triumphed! He is living! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above 

That we conquer through Your triumph; 

Grant grace sufficient for life’s day that by our lives we truly say: 

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Adoring praises now we bring and with the heavn’ly bless-ed sing: 

“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 

Be to the Father and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

All the glory, never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

PREPARATION 

Confession and Declaration of Grace 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 



People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 

to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

 May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

People: Amen. 

 

 

INTROIT 

Psalm 148 
 

We use today’s appointed Psalm as the Introit (Latin for “Entrance [Song]”).  As done previously, we print God’s 

name as it appears in Hebrew.  In English Bibles, “Yahweh” is usually printed as “LORD” to reflect the tradition 

(superstition) of never pronouncing the “Tetragrammaton” (literally “four letters” of the name in Hebrew), but 

substituting the Hebrew word for “Lord” (Adonai) when speaking . . . as we do also today.  Please speak the 

congregation’s responses even as the pastor also speaks them . . . 

 

Pastor: Praise Yahweh! 

 Praise Yahweh from the heavens; 

People: Praise him in the heights! 

Pastor: Praise him, all his angels; 

People: Praise him, all his hosts! 

Pastor: Praise him, sun and moon, 

People: Praise him, all you shining stars! 

Pastor: Praise him, you highest heavens, 

People: And you waters above the heavens! 

Pastor: Let them praise the name of Yahweh! 

People: For he commanded and they were created. 

Divine pronouns (“You”, 

“He” “Him”, “His”) are 

generally not capitalized 

when directly quoting the 

Bible translations that do 

not capitalize them . . . 

but usually are capitalized 

(by us at least) in hymn 

lyrics and prayers.  



Pastor: And he established them forever and ever; 

People: He gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. 

Pastor: Praise Yahweh from the earth, 

People: You great sea creatures and all deeps, 

Pastor: Fire and hail, snow and mist, 

People: Stormy wind fulfilling his word! 

Pastor: Mountains and all hills, 

People: Fruit trees and all cedars! 

Pastor: Beasts and all livestock, 

People: Creeping things and flying birds! 

Pastor: Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

People: Princes and all rulers of the earth! 

Pastor: Young men and maidens together, 

People: Old men and children! 

Pastor: Let them praise the name Yahweh, for his name alone is exalted 

People: His majesty is above earth and heaven. 

Pastor: He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, 

People: For the people of Israel who are near to him. 

Pastor: Praise Yahweh! 

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

“This Is the Feast” 

 

Worshipers sing: 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation. 



Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 
A “collect” (pronounced CAH-lect) is a prayer which indeed collects thoughts for a specific need 

(Collect for Peace, Collect for Grace, etc.) or on an occasion.  There are collects written, some dating 

back hundreds of years, for every day on the church calendar. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your 

grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

READING 

Acts 5:29-42 

 

Every sermon in Acts proclaims Christ’s resurrection.  What does it mean for the audience here? 
 

During the Easter Season our Reading is from Acts, not the Old Testament.  We often print the 

Scriptures with some “fill-in-the-blanks”, so that worshipers will listen carefully for these key 

words . . . and also actually look up the Scriptures in their Bibles! 

 
29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey  _ _ _  rather than  _ _ _ .  30The God of our fathers 

raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree.  31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and 

Savior, to give  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  to Israel and forgiveness of sins.  32And we are witnesses to these things, and 

so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”  33When they heard this, they were 

enraged and wanted to kill them.  34But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held 

in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while.  35And he said 

to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men.  36For before these days 

Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him.  He was 

killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing.  37After him Judas the Galilean rose up 

in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him.  He too perished, and all who 



followed him were scattered.  38So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them 

alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to 

overthrow them.  You might even be found opposing God!”  So they took his advice, 40and when they had 

called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  
41Then they left the presence of the council,  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor 

for the name.  42And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and 

preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

 

 

 

EPISTLE 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

 

What’s your favorite line from this magnificent doxology at the start of Peter’s first epistle? 

 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great mercy, he has caused us to 

be  _ _ _ _  again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an                        

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s power 

are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  6In this you                   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ , though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the 

tested genuineness of your faith – more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire – may be 

found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  8Though you have not seen 

him, you love him.  Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 

inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

 

 

VERSE 

“Alleluia” 

 

Worshipers today speak the Verse: 

 

Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL 

John 20:19-31 

 

This scene is shared in all three years of our lectionary on the Second Sunday of Easter.  Why? 

 



19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for 

fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “ _ _ _ _ _  be with you.”  20When he 

had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  
21Jesus said to them again, “ _ _ _ _ _  be with you.  As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”  
22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  23If you 

forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”  
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.  25So the other 

disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.”  But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the 

nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”   
26 _ _ _ _ _  days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.  Although the doors were 

locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “ _ _ _ _ _  be with you.”  27Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side.  Do not disbelieve, but 

believe.”  28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 

you have seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  30Now Jesus did many 

other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have  _ _ _ _  in his 

name. 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

“HE’S RISEN!  HE’S RISEN!” 
Hymn 480 

 

Rev. Dr. C. F. W. Walther, the founding president of our church body and seminary, wrote these words and music! 

 

He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 

He opened death’s prison, the_incarnate, true Word. 

Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 

And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong. 

 

The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 

In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 

For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 

 

But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 

And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes. 

The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high; 

He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 

 

 



O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 

Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 

For all our transgressions His blood does atone; 

Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 

 

Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 

Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 

Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain: 

With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign. 

 

 

 

SERMON 

John 20:  “What Happens After Easter?” 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

Worshipers speak the Faith: 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

OFFERINGS 

 

With our “physical distancing” in these days, we must share our offerings via creative means.  

See our website for online giving opportunities and feel free to mail your offerings or bring 

them to the church office.  Thank you for your faithfulness, especially in these trying times. 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
AND 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 
“Benediction” is from the Latin for “good word” 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

Worshipers sing . . . 

 

 

 

“THIS JOYFUL EASTERTIDE” 
Hymn 482 

 

The Lutheran band Koiné has produced a “rockin’” version of this old Easter hymn! . . . 

 

This joyful Eastertide away with sin and sorrow! 

My love, the Crucified, has sprung to life this morrow: 

Had Christ, who once was slain, 

Not burst His three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 

But now has Christ arisen! 

 

Death’s flood has lost its chill since Jesus crossed the river; 

Lover of souls, from ill my passing soul deliver: 

Had Christ, who once was slain, 

Not burst His three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 



But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 

But now has Christ arisen! 

 

My flesh in hope shall rest and for a season slumber 

Till trump from east to west shall wake the dead in number: 

Had Christ, who once was slain, 

Not burst His three-day prison, 

Our faith had been in vain: 

But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 

But now has Christ arisen! 

 
 

 

 


