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AN ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS
Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. And when
He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had
demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the
tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice
said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not
torment me!" For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it
had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles;
and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness. Jesus asked
him, saying, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion," because many demons had
entered him. And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into
the abyss. Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they
begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them. Then
the demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently
down the steep place into the lake and drowned. When those who fed them saw what
had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. Then they went out
to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the
demons had departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And
they were afraid. They also who had seen it told them by what means he who had been
demon-possessed was healed. Then the whole multitude of the surrounding region of
the Gadarenes asked Him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear.
And He got into the boat and returned. Now the man from whom the demons had
departed begged Him that he might be with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying,
"Return to your own house, and tell what great things God has done for you." And he
went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had
done for him. Luke 8:26-39 NKJV
I. He has authority.
And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss. Now
a herd of many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they begged Him that He
would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them. Then the demons went
out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down the steep
place into the lake and drowned. Luke 8:31-33 NKJV
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new
teaching — and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him."
Mark 1:27-28
And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and
holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is
the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the

Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations
anymore until the thousand years were ended. Rev 20:1-3 NIV
II. He has given us authority.
Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. Calling the Twelve to him,
he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits. Mark 6:6-7
NIV
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." Matt 28:18-20 NIV
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:7-8
Do not give the devil a foothold. Eph 4:27-28
Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Eph 6:11-12 NIV
III. He has compassion.
Jesus asked him, saying, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion," because many
demons had entered him. Luke 8:30
Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am
willing," he said. "Be clean!" Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.
Mark 1:41-42 NIV
Jesus stopped and called them. "What do you want me to do for you?" he asked.
"Lord," they answered, "we want our sight." Jesus had compassion on them and
touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him. Matt
20:32-34 NIV
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