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THE HEART OF THE OLDER BROTHER
"There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my
share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 13 "Not long after that, the
younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his
wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods
that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 "When he came to his senses, he
said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18
I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired
men.' 20 So he got up and went to his father."But while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him
and kissed him. 21 "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.'22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the
fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 25 "Meanwhile, the older son
was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one
of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and
your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' 28 "The older
brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But
he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your
orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But
when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill
the fattened calf for him!' 31 "'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I
have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'" Luke 15:11-32 NIV
I. It affects the way we see ourselves.
I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Vs 29
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus
told this parable: 10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed abouta himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like
other men — robbers, evildoers, adulterers — or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week
and give a tenth of all I get.' 13 "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look
up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 14 "I tell you that
this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." Luke 18:9-14 NIV

II. It affects the way we see others.
The older brother became angry and refused to go in. Vs 28
Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's
house and reclined at the table. 37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38
and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then
she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee
who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who
is touching him and what kind of woman she is — that she is a sinner." 40 Jesus answered him,
"Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 41 "Two men owed money to a
certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii,d and the other fifty. 42 Neither of
them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will
love him more?" 43 Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You
have judged correctly," Jesus said. 44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do
you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she
wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this
woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my
head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been
forgiven — for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." Luke 7:36-47 NIV
I recently ran into the woman who used to clean our house, and was surprised to hear that she was
still at it, despite her advanced age. "Ho w do you manage it?" I asked. She explained her secret: "I
only have clients who can't see the dirt any better than I can."
III. It affects the way we relate to the father.
'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave
me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. Vs 29
Paul, an apostle — sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father,
Gal 1:1 NIV
For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. 1 Cor 15:9-10
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners — of whom I am the worst. 1 Tim 1:15-16
IV. The cure.
For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 1 Cor
2:2-3

