
Biblical Membership
Lesson 7 – Government and Discipline

Vow #5: Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the Church, 
and promise to study its purity and peace?

The trouble with “submit”
Uses the language of Hebrews 13:17 and 1 Peter 5:5
Why does this word make us pause?

“Submit” ranges in meaning from “______ __________” (Luke 10:17) to “______” (Eph 5:21)

Defined by Jesus: Mark 14:26, John 6:28 – to do the ______ of another

In many contexts in life we have no trouble submitting – we choose to.  Why?
 

In the church, there should be a general attitude of submitting to _____ __________ 
Philippians 2:3-4; Ephesians 5:18-21; 
 

In church, as in government, your submission to others flows from your submission to _____
Romans 13:1-2 

and so submission is an act of ________ – not in the _________ but in ______

What is “the government”?
“This scriptural doctrine of Presbytery is necessary to the perfection of the order of the visible 
Church, but is not essential to its existence.” (PCA Book of Church Order, section 1-7)

The church is led by _________ 

who are chosen by the ______________ and approved by the _________

The local church is ____________ to other churches for both ______________ and __________

The authority of elders does not supersede the authority of ____________

God alone is Lord of the __________________

On all things where scripture/conscience is not violated, 

we __________ to the authorities God has established.

Examples:

Why do we do this? 



What is “the discipline”?
For details on the church discipline process, please listen to our recent Sunday School class:
(https://www.treasurecoastpca.org/sunday-school/episode/2021-05-16/biblical-peacemaking-part-3)

Discipline in the church is not just ___________.  
Where and when does discipline take place in the church?

The discipline of the church is an expression of God's _____ for his _____________.
Hebrews 12:5-11

Submitting to the discipline of the church means that you make a commitment to this process.

When facing discipline, you will ______ it or _______ the ________, but will instead

allow yourself to be _______ and ___________, even though it is hard at the time.

Purity and Peace 
To “study” is to devote _________ and ____________ in pursuit of something

You are called to be ________, not ___________, in making the Bride of Christ beautiful
2 Corinthians 11:2-3

Purity – Being without error in our __________ and in our _______________

Peace – Prioritizing the _________ of the church over nonessential things
What kind of things can disrupt the peace of the church?

When can you leave? 
You must leave when a __________ ____________ is being preached

or ________ ______ is being practiced.

You may leave when:
Your ______________ is unable to continue because of certain doctrines being taught.

 
Doing so is the best way to ____________ ________ (after exhausting other options). 

Your ___________ is better applied elsewhere 

If you do leave a local church, be sure to leave well!
Communicate with elders/leaders throughout the decision-making process.
Ensure you have explored all options before leaving.
Resolve all conflict before leaving.
Do not speak ill of a church you have left or of its members and leaders.


