
Lesson 14 - The Ninth Commandment

Exodus 20:16 (and Deuteronomy 5:20) You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

Strictly speaking, this prohibits lying about someone in a  __________  matter.

But it seems clear that is not limited to that context.  So we could summarize it as:

Do not _____.

But in explaining that, Scripture takes us beyond the simple prohibition.

Exodus 23:1 – Don't spread a _______ __________.  

You are responsible for the ________ of what you say.  

Repeating a lie is ___________ a lie.  

Repeating something you aren't sure about is telling a _____.

Therefore, Ephesians 4:25 – Speak _________ to your neighbor

Is telling the truth enough?

Must be spoken in ________ – Ephesians 4:15
What does it look like to speak truth without love?

Sometimes words are true but not ___________.

Sometimes words are true but not _________.

What about when telling the truth will bring harm?

Rahab _____________ for her lie (Hebrews 11:31, James 2:24-25, Joshua 2:1-6)
Why is this not a sin? 

The floor (bare minimum) of the ninth commandment: Speak the ______ in _______.

Flashback – What is the law?
The law is God's gracious ________________ of _____________

that teaches us what acts and attitudes receive his ____________. 

The law shows us what God __________.

Sixth commandment (do not murder)-  God values _______

Seventh commandment (do not commit adultery) – God values ___________

Eighth commandment (do not steal) – God values __________________

Ninth commandment (do not bear false witness) – God values...?



Exodus 23:1-2, 6-8  “You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with a wicked 
man to be a malicious witness. 2 You shall not fall in with the many to do evil, nor shall you bear 
witness in a lawsuit, siding with the many, so as to pervert justice, 3 nor shall you be partial to a 
poor man in his lawsuit. 

6 “You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in his lawsuit. 7 Keep far from a false charge,
and do not kill the innocent and righteous, for I will not acquit the wicked. 8 And you shall take no
bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and subverts the cause of those who are in the right. 

The ninth commandment shows us God's concern for ________________.

How does spreading a false report (Exodus 23:1) pervert justice?  

James 4:11-12 
How is gossip “false witness”?  How does it pervert justice?

The ceiling (ideal fulfillment) of the ninth commandment: _______________ ______________.

Discussion Questions

1. What are ways we fail to be truthful while telling ourselves we are not lying?

2. What motivates our lying and how does the gospel meet those needs?

Homework
Look up Westminster Larger Catechism, questions 144 and 145 (What are the duties required in the
ninth commandment? and What are the sins forbidden in the ninth commandment?).  What things 
on these lists surprise you?  What convicts you?  What changes might the Spirit be calling you to 
make in your life?  


