
Talking About Jesus – Review

Review – Foundational Assumptions
1-3) The Holy Spirit uses the people of God to speak the Word of God to change hearts.
4) Evangelism in most cases is a process, not a moment.
5) The goal is discipleship, not conversion
6) Evangelism is a gift that not everyone possesses, but it is also a responsibility that every Christian has.
7) There is not just one right way to share the gospel with people.
8) Sharing the gospel requires both words (proclamation) and deeds (affirmation).
 
Review – The Scope of the Gospel
The Bible's understanding of the gospel includes the message of the cross but is not limited to it.

The gospel story includes the truth about:
Creation – Good Fall – Bad
Redemption – Better Restoration – Best

Review – The Language Barrier
Sharing the gospel is an act of incarnation where we cross the bridge of communication as far as we 
can to make the message of the gospel something our listener can understand.

Review – The Main Thing
When sharing the gospel, it is best to focus on the message of the gospel and not its effects.

Review – Circles of Influence
When talking about Jesus with someone, our expectations and our approach need to take into account 
the nature of the relationship.

Review – Asking Good Questions
Good questions will engage a person in conversation, helping you to understand them better and 
helping them to understand the gospel better.

Review – Answering Questions
We must use wisdom in discerning the intent of a question.  Some questions are just a smokescreen,
but honest questions should be handled with respect and patience.

Review – Moving South and East
Through prayer and intenttionality, we must both deepen the relationships we already have 
and widen our circles of influence.



Talking About Jesus – Lesson 13
Entering a Fixed Mind, Part 2

Talking About Jesus with Roman Catholics (RC)
This is how to talk about Jesus with Roman Catholics, not how to debate _______  __________ 

Because we’re talking with people made in the image of God, our actions need to be guided by
 

____  ____  _________ and completely ___________ in _________.
 
Three main categories of Roman Catholics 

• The ________ RC – regularly goes to mass and confessional, and knows to some degree what 
RCs believe

• The ________ RC – multitude of reasons. Hedging their bets, upbringing, social pressure, etc

• The ___________ RC – reads and knows Scripture, and although they may be in error, 
they are a brother/sister
◦ Why is this last category troubling to some?
◦ An example closer to home

Obstacles to Talking About Jesus

Scripture’s _____________ – Isaiah 40:8; Matthew 5:17-19; 1 Thessalonians 2:13

Evaluating what holds authority – 
“They go worship, they listen to a sermon, and then they don’t really pray or read Scripture
until the next corporate gathering...”

_____________ Barrier – 
What’s the danger of using the same words? Some examples?

In light of this, what are some ways we could break through this barrier?

• ______  _____________ to learn what they mean when they use certain words

• ______  ____________  ________  that more clearly distinguish what you mean from 
what they mean

Cultural _____________ - 

For many, being a Roman Catholic is not a ______-___-______ affair, it’s a whole ___________

Keeping the ___________ at the Center
What are some ways we could easily make a non-essential thing the main thing?

Instead of _________ these issues, we can strive to use them as a _____________ for the gospel



Talking About Jesus with Cultural Christians (CC)

This is how to talk about Jesus with Cultural Christians, not how to _____________ them to 

become true Christians, or _________ them into true obedience – see FA #1-3

Obstacles to Talking About Jesus
Possibly the greatest obstacle in sharing the gospel with a CC is communicating the __________

between what they say they believe and what they do in a way that is ____________.

Likely responses include “I already _________” & “I don’t __________”

Your lack of ________________ 
refer to FA #5 – what is your goal?

Best Practices

____________ the scope of the gospel & _____________ the main thing 

________________ the contrast in your own life

How to communicate the contrast?

The solution is not to ___________ with phrases like “you ____________”

Rather, the gospel ____________ and ___________ with phrases like “you _____”

John 14:15-17


