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“What happens when we die?”

Eschatology:
The doctrine of last things
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pass immediately into His 
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conscious bliss while awaiting                                                   
the resurrection.
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Upon death, those in Christ will                                   
pass immediately into His 

presence in                                         
conscious bliss while awaiting                                                   

the resurrection.

Conversely, those not                 
in Christ will pass immediately 

into a conscious state of misery/
condemnation while awaiting                                                   

the resurrection.
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judge the living and the dead.”

All will be resurrected and judged 
by what they did in life.
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The Basics:
Jesus will “come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead.”

All will be resurrected and judged 
by what they did in life.

Those in Christ will spend eternity in 
the Triune God’s presence with new 

bodies.

Those not will suffer eternal separation 
from God & ongoing condemnation.
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The Basics:

No matter the specific 
eschatological view one holds, we 

Christians all have the same 
shared hope in Jesus Christ.
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Pop References

Mark of the Beast: Something 
subvert meant to trick and appease the 
masses into being controlled by a new 
world order - likely controlled by the 

Antichrist.

Antichrist: An evil leader who has 
political methods/aspirations that might 
appear helpful (like socialism), but are 
detrimental to our society and faith 

(democracy, rule of law, freedom, etc.).
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Real Definitions

Mark of the Beast: A mark of 
loyalty and worship (most likely a 

spiritual, non-visible mark), therefore, 
not something you could accidentally 

accept.

Antichrist: The end-times false 
messiah who seeks, and likely 

achieves, world domination so that he 
can destroy Israel and all followers of 

Jesus Christ.
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The Four Major                                    
Views of Christian                       

Eschatology
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I.  Amillenialism

Main Idea: There is no literal, 
open, visible, one-thousand-year 

reign of Christ on earth. It’s 
figurative and describing an age/

era.
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I.  Amillenialism

Reign of Christ: The 1000 
year reign in Rev. 20 started with 

Christ’s resurrection and 
ascension. He presently rules on 
Earth (the millennial age) through 

his people. And he will return 
physically, at any moment, to 

usher in heaven on earth.
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I.  Amillenialism

Role of Satan: Satan’s 
influence has been diminished 
because he has been bound by 

Christ. Satan himself is not 
presently exerting influence over 

the world.
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I.  Amillenialism

Israel & The Church: The 
Church has not replaced Israel, 
but it is the fulfillment of God’s 
promises to Abraham that his 

offspring (Jesus) would bless all 
nations (people groups).
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II.  Postmillenialism

Main Idea: The core thought is 
the ever-expanding progress of the 

gospel until the world becomes 
mostly Christian, then Christ 

returns. Postmillenials generally 
disagree about many details. Once 

the prevailing American eschatology, 
it’s now relatively rare to find a 

staunch postmillennial.
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II.  Postmillenialism

Reign of Christ: 
Postmillennialists differ as to 

whether the reign of Christ is 
1,000 years or simply a long 

period of time.
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II.  Postmillenialism

Role of Satan: Again, no 
definitive consensus. Some argue 
that Satan was bound by Jesus 

(similar to amillennialism), while 
others would argue it remains a 
future event (in agreement with 

premillenialism).
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II.  Postmillenialism

Israel & The Church: The 
postmillennial position agrees 

with amillennialism: the Church is 
the fulfillment of Israel. The 
Church is spiritual Israel.



WELCOME TO 
SUNDAY 

MORNING 
YOUTH!

Premillenialism

It’s widely considered to be the 
default view of American 

Christians, since it’s presently the 
most common view held by 

American evangelicals. There are 
two categories: historical 
premillennialism (or just 

premillennialism) and 
dispensational premillennialism 

(or dispensationalism).
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III.  Historical PreMil

Reign of Christ: Christ will 
return physically and visibly in order 
to usher in the millennial reign. But 
they disagree on a literal thousand 

years and just a long period of time.
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III.  Historical PreMil

Role of Satan: Satan is 
currently at work in the world, 

influencing affairs and deceiving the 
nations. At the return of Christ, 

Satan will be bound for the duration 
of the millennial age.
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III.  Historical PreMil

Israel & The Church: The 
Church is the spiritual fulfillment of 

Israel in a manner that is very similar 
to amillennialism and 

postmillennialism.
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IV. Dispensational PreMil

Reign of Christ: The 
millennial reign will begin at the 

third coming of Christ, at the end 
of a distinct seven-year period 
known as the tribulation. The 

second coming of Christ will be 
for the rapture (prior to or 

midway through the tribulation 
period) to remove the church 

from the earth.
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IV. Dispensational PreMil

Role of Satan: Satan is actively 
at work to resist the Church and 
to undermine God’s people. He 

will be bound for the duration of 
the millennium and only released 
for a final confrontation following 

his 1,000-year captivity.
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IV. Dispensational PreMil

Israel & The Church: 
Basically the same as the first 

three views, but Disp PM tend to 
emphasize that the specific 

promises for Israel are just for 
Israel, while other/general 

promises are for the Church.
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So What?

Why does this matter 
in our daily lives? How 

do we apply and 
interact with others 

about this?



WELCOME TO 
SUNDAY 

MORNING 
YOUTH!

Application & Witness

1. No one knows



WELCOME TO 
SUNDAY 

MORNING 
YOUTH!

Application & Witness

1. No one knows

“But concerning that day and 
hour no one knows, not even 
the angels of heaven, nor the 

Son, but the Father only.”

Matthew 24:36
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Application & Witness

1. No one knows

“Therefore, stay awake, for 
you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming.”

Matthew 24:42
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Application & Witness

1. No one knows

“Therefore you also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour you do 

not expect.”

Matthew 24:44
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Application & Witness

2. Date seeking and 
attributing signs/prophecies 
to current events has been 

happening since the 
formation of the Church, and 

human history overall. 
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Application & Witness

2. Date seeking and 
attributing signs/prophecies 
to current events has been 

happening since the 
formation of the Church, and 

human history overall. 

Again…no one knows.
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Application & Witness

3. Every generation since 
the first century has had 

multitudes of Christians who 
believed that they were living 
in the final years or decade 
before the return of Christ.  
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Application & Witness

4. Christian leaders dating 
back to the early Church 

fathers, reformers, theolgians, 
and now current day pastors/
evangelists named who they 
thought was the Antichrist.
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Application & Witness

4. Christian leaders dating 
back to the early Church 

fathers, reformers, theolgians, 
and now current day pastors/
evangelists named who they 
thought was the Antichrist.

Again…no one knows.
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Conclusion
It’s incredibly easy, even with 

the best intentions, to get 
caught up in trying to figure 

out timelines and prophecies. 
That’s not our job. NO ONE 
KNOWS. Our job is to love 

God, love others, make 
disciples of the gospel 

through words and actions, 
and “be ready.”


