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Growing in God • Lesson Twelve

Lesson Twelve
Doing What God Says

The Israelites knew that taking possession of the Promised Land 
meant defeating the peoples who were already there. The Commander 
of the Lord’s army—an Old Testament appearance of Christ—reassured 
Joshua of what they were called to do. They obediently moved ahead, 
even though the high wall of the fortified city of Jericho loomed before 
them. God’s instructions for its conquest were devoid of military strat-
egy but required his people’s obedience.

Encouraged by their victory when God caused the wall around Jericho 
to collapse, the Israelites set off to conquer Ai, a smaller, less forti-
fied city, but they suffered a shocking defeat. The disobedience of one 
among them, not covenant unfaithfulness on God’s part, had affected 
them all. Achan was sorry for his sin, but he and his family still paid the 
penalty—death. Our repentance doesn’t cancel the penalty for our sin 
either, but we are spared because Jesus Christ paid our penalty. God later 
gave Israel victory over Ai, not because of their skill in the military tac-
tics he taught them, but because of their renewed obedience.

Christians sometimes recoil from reading Old Testament passages 
that describe such destruction and violence, but the Israelites’ actions 
were part of God’s righteous judgment against the wicked people of 
Canaan. The war for the Promised Land, starting with the priests’ trum-
peting the presence of the Lord, represented by the ark of the covenant, 
suggests the struggle between God and Satan. 

The Israelites were joined 
in making sacrifices to the Lord 
by “sojourners who lived among 
them,” evidence that God’s grace 
was reaching outside Israel and 
bringing others into his covenant 
fold. Those included Rahab and her family, the only Canaanites God had 
spared in Jericho. Everyone there had heard reports of God’s power, but 
only Rahab was moved to turn to God, serving him in faith and obedi-
ence. Like all of God’s people, she received God’s mercy rather than his 
justice. That she would become the great-great-grandmother of King 
David and an ancestor of Jesus Christ foreshadowed the universal scope of 
the gospel of Christ, which is bringing together people “from every tribe 
and language and people and nation . . . to be a kingdom and priests to 
serve our God” (Revelation 5:9b–10a).

Rahab received  
God’s mercy rather 

than his justice.

Heart Preparation

Scripture
Joshua 5:13–8:35

  

Bible Truth
God gave the Israelites 
victory when they obeyed 
him, but when one man 
disobeyed God, the whole 
nation suffered.

  

Lesson Aim
To understand that  
obedience to God brings 
us joy but disobedience 
brings sorrow, and to  
ask God to help us  
obey him.

Memory Verse

Review:
Psalm 121
Optional:

Do not merely listen 
to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves.  

Do what it says.
James 1:22


