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Honor God.  

Welcome All.  

Embody Christ’s Reign. 

December ,  

Service of Christmas Eve 

M U R F R E E S B O R O  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  ( P C A )  . 



 

 

Order for the Worship of God 

December 24, 2021 

Service of Christmas Eve 

Reflection and Preparation 

 

“For you know the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became 

poor, so that by this poverty you might become rich.” 2 Corinthians 8:8 

 

 

“The first coming of Christ the Lord, God’s Son and our God, was in the obscurity; the second will 

be in the sight of the whole world. When he came in obscurity no one recognized him but his own 

servants; when he comes openly he will be known by both good people and bad. When he came in 

obscurity, it was to be judged; when he comes openly it will be to judge.” Augustine (Ad 354-430) 

 

 

Welcome 



  

 

Rev. Mitchell Carter 

Entering God’s Presence 

Today, He who holds the whole creation in His hand is born of a virgin. He whose essence 

none can touch is bound in swaddling-clothes as a mortal man. God, who in the beginning 

fashioned the heavens, lies in a manger. He who rained manna on His people in the        

wilderness is fed on milk from His mother’s breast. The Bridegroom of the Church summons 

the Wise Men; The Son of the Virgin accepts their gifts. Blessed be the LORD, the God of 

Israel: Who alone does wondrous things.  

Blessed be His glorious Name forever! May the whole earth be filled with His glory! 

Amen and amen!                        Psalm 72:18-19 

Let us pray: 

Good and gracious God, You gave us Your Son, the Lord of the universe, wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger. Therefore, on this night, draw 

us into the mystery of Your love. Join our voices with the heavenly host that we may 

sing Your glory on high. Give us a place among the shepherds that we may find the 

One for Whom we have waited, Jesus Christ, Messiah and Lord, Who lives, and reigns 

with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  

                  (continued) 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has Light shined.  

For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His 

shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.   

Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 

and over His kingdom, to establish and uphold it with justice and righteousness from this 

time forth and forevermore.  

Hallelujah! The Kingdom of our God has come; His light shines in the darkness and the 

darkness will never overcome it!    

Pastor: 

Pastor: 

Pastor: 

People: 

All: 

Pastor: 

*Congregation stands 

*Call to Worship 

*Opening Prayers of Adoration 

All: 

All: 



 

 

All: 

*Carol of Entry                                 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, let us pray with one heart and mind: 

O Lord our God: Receive the praise we offer You as our evening sacrifice; make us to 

be flaming torches for Christ; delivered by Your grace from the works of darkness, may 

we firmly hold onto Your Word of life, for Your glory; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord. And hear us now as we pray the prayer our Lord taught us to pray: Our 

Father... 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath—The Christ Candle The Pierce Family 

John 1:1-14 

We light the last candle of Advent, the Christ Candle. We light a candle to remind us that 

Jesus is the promised seed of the woman, the Light of the world. The Light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  

Thanks be to God. 

Reader: 

All: 

The Song                                                     “Come Light Our Hearts” 

Pastor: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ²He was in the 

beginning with God. ³All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 

was made. ⁴In him was life, and the life was the light of men. ⁵The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. ⁶There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ⁷He came as a 

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. ⁸He was not the light, but 

came to bear witness about the light. ⁹The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 

world. ¹⁰He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 

¹¹He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. ¹²But to all who did receive him, who  

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,  ¹³who were born, not of blood nor of 

the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. ¹⁴And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

This is the Glorious Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Glory be to You, Lord Christ.  

Reader: 

All: 



  

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7                                   Ron Phillips 

Psalm Reading: Psalm 96                                                                                                   Kim Sokoya 

Reader: 

Reader: 

People: 

People: 

People: 

People: 

People: 

People: 
O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! 

Sing to the LORD, bless His Name; tell of His salvation from day to day.  

Declare His glory among the nations, 

His marvelous works among all the peoples! 

For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;  

He is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens.  

Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.  

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His Name; bring an offering, and come into His 

courts! 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before Him, all the earth! 

Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 

Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; He will judge the peoples with equity.” 

Reader: 

Reader: 

Reader: 

Reader: 

Reader: 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has light shone. ³You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 

you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. ⁴For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. ⁵For 

every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as 

fuel for the fire. ⁶For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace. ⁷Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and 

over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 

and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Reader: 

All: 



 

 

People: 

The Carol                                                    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

Reader: 

The Song of Mary: Luke 1:46-55                                                                               Marynelle Klumpe  

My soul magnifies the LORD: 

And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden;  

For behold, from henceforth, all generations will call me blessed.  

For He that is mighty has done great things for me, 

and holy is His Name. 

And His mercy is on those who fear Him 

from generation to generation.   

He has shown strength with His arm;  

He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

He has put down the mighty from their thrones,  

and exalted the lowly.  

He has filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich He has sent away empty.   

He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy,  

as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his seed forever.  

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 

now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.           

Reader: 

Reader: 

Reader: 

Reader: 

People: 

People: 

People: 

People: 

Epistle Reading: Titus 2:11-14                                                                                   Peggy Phillips  

People: 

People: 

Reader: 

Reader: 

People: 

Reader: 

Reader: 

All: 

All: 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, ¹²training us to renounce ungodliness 

and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, ¹³waiting for 

our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, ¹⁴who gave himself 

for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are 

zealous for good works.  



  

 

 The Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-20                                                                              Brianna Pasarilla  

All: 

Reader: This is the Glorious Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Glory be to You, Lord Christ.  

The Carol                                                     “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. ²This was 

the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. ³And all went to be registered, each to his own 

town. ⁴And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 

which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, ⁵to be registered with Mary, 

his betrothed, who was with child. ⁶And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. ⁷And 

she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger,      

because there was no place for them in the inn. ⁸And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 

field, keeping watch over their flock by night. ⁹And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. ¹⁰And the angel said to them, “Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. ¹¹For unto you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. ¹²And this will be a sign for you: you will 

find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and laying in a manger.” ¹³And suddenly there was with the angel 

a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  

 

 ¹⁴ ”Glory to God in the highest,  

          And on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

¹⁵When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” ¹⁶And they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. ¹⁷And when they saw it, 

they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. ¹⁸And all who heard it      

wondered at what the shepherds told them. ¹⁹But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in 

her heart. ²⁰And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them.  



 

 

Pastor: 

People: 

People: 

Pastor: 

People: 

United to Christ, Who has united Himself to our flesh forever, we offer intercessions for those we love, 

the Church, and the world in which He has begun to make all things new.  

Prayers of God’s People 

O Jesus, Son of the Living God, splendor of the Father, Eternal Light, King of Glory, Son 

of Righteousness, Son of the Virgin Mary: 

Glory to You, O Lord! 

O Jesus, we love You and worship You; Your Name is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace: 

Glory to You, O Lord!   

O Jesus, You are powerful, patient, obedient, meek, and lowly of heart, and You love us and 

desire us to be pure in heart:  

Glory to You, O Lord! 

O Jesus, Father of the poor, Treasure of the faithful, Good Shepherd, true Light,            

inexhaustible Wisdom, boundless Love, our Way and our Life:  

Glory to You, O Lord! 

O Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world: 

Grant us Your peace! 

Pastor: 

People: 

Pastor: 

People: 

Christmas Eve Meditation 

Pastor: 

People: 

Feasting at God’s Table 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And with your spirit. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to our Lord God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

On this night before Christmas we confess that we believe that the Son of God, very God of 

very God, was made Man, taking on Him human nature of soul and body, and joining it with 

the Divine in the unity of His Person: that a woman named Mary did by the immediate       

operation of the Holy Spirit conceive Him within her womb, continuing still as before a pure 

Virgin, and in due time brought Him forth: and that so the Word was made flesh, being,    

without any original corruption, born of a woman under the law, that He might deliver us 

from the guilt of sin. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of heav-

en we praise and magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and singing... 

Holy, Holy, Holy... 

Pastor: 

Pastor: 

Pastor: 

Pastor: 

People: 

People: 

All: 



  

 

*The Song of Simeon 

As the candles are lighted say to one another, “Behold, the Light of the world!”  

Pastor: 

Pastor: 

*The Carols                                                           “Silent Night”, “Joy to the World” 

People: 

People: 

*Spreading of the Light 

Arise, shine; for your Light has come. As our Lord Jesus himself has told us, “I am the Light 

of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

Thanks be to God! 

Behold, the Light of the world has come and the darkness will never overtake it! Pastor: 

When he took in his arms the infant Word made flesh  

Now dismiss your servants, O Master, according to Your Word, in peace: For our eyes have 

seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to be    

revealed to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.  

*The Sending 
May Christ, who by His Incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and things Heavenly, 

grant you fullness of peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you, this night and always.  

Amen! Amen! Amen! 

Christ is born! 

Glorify him! 

All: 

Pastor: 

Pastor: 

Pastor: 

Pastor: 

People: 

(For this service we will come forward to receive communion. We will begin with the two outside sections 

and process up the middle aisle in two rows followed by the two center sections. Once communion is  

received, please pick up a candle and return to seat.  

Holy Communion 

Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us! 

Hallelujah! 

Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died, Chris is risen. Christ will come again. Hallelujah! 

The holy gifts of God for the holy people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 

for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and with thanksgiving. Let us partake of the 

feast! 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

All: 
Pastor: 

Words of Institution 



 

 

Notes and Reflections 

 



  

 



 

 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Mitchell Carter 

Director of A/V: David White 

Director of Children’s Christian Formation: Sherry Nowlin 

Director of Music Ministries: Kimberly Robertson 

Director of Youth: Reilly Liner 

Nursery Coordinator: Rachel Ehleben 

 

 

Lord’s Day Worship  

: a.m. 

 

Christian Education 

Resumes January  

 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

1020 N. Rutherford Blvd, Murfreesboro TN 37130 

Office (615) 895-2018 • Email: info@trinitymboro.com 

trinitymboro.com 
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