
Lesson 1: Entering God’s Presence 
Resources needed: today’s Order of Worship, 1 or 2 volunteers to be your living visual aid.  Have a king or queen or 
both already in the room, dressed to appear regal and sitting in a stately manner that demands respect and will cause 
the children to grow quiet and second guess whether they should be coming in here.  Enter with excitement and 
expectation but be sure to pause and seem a little unsure once they start noticing the king and queen. 

Introduction 
 
Start out pausing at the door and whispering: Why did we all get quiet? Let them answer.  Do you 
know why they are here?  Maybe we should ask them.  Let the most timid child ask if he/she will.  
They should let us know that they are royalty and this is their throne room.  Once the “royalty” 
acknowledges that it is ok with them that you are there, have the children be seated and then invite 
your guests to reveal their true identity.  Invite guests to either have a seat among the children or 
return to the service. 
 
We are here to talk about worship.  Do you remember this Psalm? (Read Psalm 100.) We have 
said worship is saying or acting out what something is worth.  So when we worship on 
Sundays, we are telling God what He is worth; and He is worth a lot, right?  He’s worth 
everything!  It is so exciting to think about getting to worship the God who made everything!  
That is part of why we ENTER with gladness.  Did you know that we aren’t coming to 
worship simply because we decided to?  We are coming because we were invited.  Who do 
you think invited us? God Himself, The King, invited us!  Remember that this (hold up the 
Bible) is God’s Word and what did it say? (Re-read verse 2).  So we come, and we come gladly, 
because God called us.  But, hmmm…. What does “coming gladly” look like when we are 
talking about coming into the presence of The King of the Universe?   
Do you think it means walking in like we are… 
1. walking into our bedroom? (ask someone to demonstrate what this would look like) 
2. Grandma’s house? (ask someone to demonstrate what this would look like) 
3. The Park?  (ask someone to demonstrate what this would look like) 

These are all places we would be happy to be going right?  How did we come into this room 
when we realized there was a king and a queen in here?  (Cautiously, slowly, curious…) 
 
Do you think maybe God’s Word tells us anything about what it looks like to ENTER His 
presence for worship?  It does! (Pick up the Bible) Right here in God’s Word, the prophet Isaiah 
tells us about a time when he ENTERED God’s throne room.  Listen to what he wrote about 
it. (Read Isaiah 6:1-4). 
 
That sounds pretty amazing to me!  I’ve never walked into a king’s throne room while the 
king was there, but I think if I did, even if I knew that the king loved me, when I came in I 
would be filled with AWE – do you remember what that word means?  (respect, honor, wonder, 
mixed with just a little bit of fear) AWE would keep me from being crazy or silly or from thinking 
about other things.  AWE is what makes us open our eyes and our ears and close our mouths.  
It’s what makes us want to see & hear what The King has to say – to know why He called us!  

Vocabulary 
Enter – To come in 
Individual – One, single human being, NOT a group 
Corporate – individuals combined to form ONE group 
Confess – To admit or declare what is true 
Adore – to love with honor and respect 
Peace – state of mutual harmony between people or groups 



Call to Worship 
 
Do you know the first thing we do when we ENTER worship on Sunday mornings?   

• We hear the pastor pronounce God’s call and then  
• We respond (that means answer) to God’s call.   

Listen and tell me if this sounds familiar at all to you: (Read today’s “Call to Worship” and let 
them tell you if they recognize it).  Every week when we come to worship, the pastor reads words 
like this from God’s Word, the Bible, to remind us that God is the one who called or invited 
us to gather together in His throne room.  Let’s practice this.  I’ll say the words the pastor 
says and then you respond with these words. (Tell them the response written in the order of 
worship and take a few minutes to practice the call and response.  It’s ok if they don’t get it at first.  
Use expression.  The children will learn to imitate and will learn the exciting truths of these words if 
you show them how exciting they are.)  
 
Can you see God’s throne in the church building?  No. Not with our eyes as they are right 
now.  We need eyes like Elisha’s servant don’t we? (Ask if they remember the story and if not, 
give a very brief summary) And we trust that as we keep worshiping with our lives, God is 
eventually going to make all of our eyes able to see the things He sees.  But just because we 
can’t see them right now, doesn’t mean they aren’t there.  Was God’s army already around 
Elisha and his servant even when the servant couldn’t see it?  And that is still true today!   

Prayer & Song of Adoration 
 
Once we hear and respond to God’s call by coming together, we should be filled with AWE 
like Isaiah was. So we take a moment to tell God how much we love ADORE him.   

• The pastor leads us with a “prayer of ADORATION” (that means saying out loud how 
wonderful God is) and we thank him for all the wonderful things He has done. He 
prays something like this: (bow your head and pray using Psalm 95:1-7) 

• and then, because we agree with what the pastor is saying to God, we join him singing 
to God about how much we love and ADORE Him.  Does anyone remember why we 
sing? (because singing is what we do when simple spoken words just aren’t enough.) There are many 
songs of praise we could sing.  This is one verse of a song we sing in worship at Trinity 
as a SONG OF ADORATION (Teach “Praise to the Lord The Almighty,” verse 1). 
 

Verse 1: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Praise Him in glad adoration. 

 
Did you hear the word “ADORATION?”  I love singing glad songs to The King as we come 
into His presence!  Most of the time, we even sing 2 songs at the beginning of worship because 
being invited into God’s throne room is so exciting and we like to tell God both how wonderful 
He is and how thankful we are that he called us.   
 
Let’s read on a little bit further in this story about Isaiah and see what happened next as Isaiah 
was ENTERING GOD’S PRESENCE. 
 
 
 



Confession of Sin 
 
(Read Isaiah 6:5-7) Isaiah saw God’s glory & heard the angels singing praises and the AWE 
he felt caused him to… (pause before completing the sentence and show your surprise) 
tremble?!?!  Why do you think he was trembling if he was invited and there was praise going 
on and he was thankful and loved God?! (let children guess). 
 
Hmmm… Let me tell you a part of a story that Jesus told that might help us understand.  It 
comes from Matthew chapter 22. (point this out in the Bible but tell them you are  summarizing): 

Once there was a king who was having a wedding feast for his son who was getting married.  He ended up 
inviting everyone in the kingdom – even the farmers in the fields and the people who worked outside and got 
dirty planting and growing and building things.  He told everyone to come!  Well, when it came time for the 
King and his Son and his Son’s new bride to enter the party, the King noticed that one of the guests was still 
wearing his dirty work clothes!  The King asked him, “How did you get in here without wedding clothes?”  
And the man didn’t say anything.  He knew as he looked around that the King was right.  He should have 
changed his clothes before He came to the wedding.  But because he didn’t, he had to leave.  He couldn’t stay 
and celebrate with the wedding guests. 

 
This story helps us because as Isaiah looked around in God’s throne room at the angels who 
were praising and singing, and at God who was beautiful and perfect… he realized that He 
was not.  He remembered his sins (the things he had done wrong) and his sins felt like dirty 
clothes at a wedding feast.  So what did Isaiah do? Did he run away?  Did he remain silent 
like the man at the wedding? No. He CONFESSED.  That means he said what was true to 
God.  He said, “I am a man of unclean lips.”  What he was saying to God was that he knew 
he had used his mouth, his hands, his feet, his anger, all his stuff, in ways that were not what 
God intended. And as he had done those things, he had gotten dirty and he knew he needed 
to CONFESS that to God and say he was sorry. 
 
Do we have a place in our worship service for this?  We do!  In our order of worship it is titled:  
“CONFESSION OF SIN.”  (show them where it is in the bulletin) It starts with  

• CORPORATE confession (that means we all say together what is true about us).  
Because we came in together, we CONFESS together that we are all dirty with sin.  

• And then we have a time of silence for INDIVIDUAL confession.  This is so we can 
take time to think about all of God’s gifts to us: our hands, our feet, our eyes, our lips, 
our hearts… and realize that all of these parts of our body have done things throughout 
the week and throughout our lives that were not loving God or the people around us.   

 
And during the time of silence, we can CONFESS to God what is true about us.  We do this 
because admitting that we have sinned is the only way to get clean! God has new, clean clothes 
to give us but they won’t do us any good if we don’t admit ours are dirty. 

Assurance of Pardon & Comfort 
 
Do you remember the man in the story of the wedding feast?  When the king asked him about 
his dirty clothes, he didn’t answer. That is why he had to leave. But Isaiah’s response was 
different. He didn’t stay silent. He CONFESSED.  And listen to what God’s Word says about 
that: (open to I John 1:9 and read).  And that is exactly what happened to Isaiah.  Instead of 
having to leave like the man at the wedding who didn’t answer, he CONFESSED and God 
made him clean so he could stay.  We call this having PEACE with God.   
 
After we CONFESS our sin, the pastor reminds us of what God wants us to hear.  He declares:  



“There is therefore now no condemnation (that means punishment) for those who are 
in Christ Jesus.”  

 
That just means that everyone who confesses to God that they came in with sin, but tells God 
they want Jesus to cover it up, doesn’t need to be afraid of having to leave the party.  So when 
the pastor says “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” 
what do we say in response? (Let someone answer if they want, if not, tell them the response)  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, new creation!  The old has passed away; behold the 
new has come!”   

Let’s practice that declaration and response a few times. I’ll say the declaration and you 
respond. (Practice this several times.) 
 
This is PEACE with God – PEACE means we are no longer working against God, but with 
him because He has given us the new clothes of Jesus! 

Greeting of Peace 
 
And then, we do something really cool! Since God doesn’t stay angry about our dirt, but makes 
PEACE with us by giving us Jesus to cover it up, we get to offer that PEACE to others! Let’s 
try it! (Have the children turn to their neighbor and say, “May the peace of Christ be with you.” Then 
have the other respond “And also with you!”  They can do it twice so each gets to say both lines.)  
God doesn’t stay angry with us even after we got his beautiful creation filthy so we don’t stay 
angry with others either.  And we want everyone around us to know about the PEACE we 
have with God when we are in Christ.   

Song of Renewal 
Have you ever noticed how people are really happy during this time in our service?  It’s a 
pretty happy time to realize God has given us everything we need to be able to come into his 
throne room and worship and we get to share that peace with others! So, what do we do 
when words just aren’t enough to express our emotions?  We sing!  I want to teach you one 
of the songs we sing about forgiveness and peace with God but first, there is one more thing 
I want to tell you about worship.  Have you noticed that I have been saying “we” not “I?”  
That is because what we do on Sunday mornings cannot be done alone. It is done together. 
We come into God’s presence together as a group of God’s people. The word to describe 
this together worship is CORPORATE. Let’s learn this song and sing it CORPORATELY. 
 (Teach the first verse & chorus of “Arise, My Soul!”  As you teach the words, talk about singing to 
remind ourselves what is true and also to one another to remind each other of what is true.  If there 
is time, teach last verse also.)

 
Arise, my soul, arise, 

shake off your guilty fears; 
The bleeding sacrifice, 
in my behalf appears; 
Before the throne my 

Surety stands, 
Before the throne my 

Surety stands, 
My name is written on His 

hands. 

 
Chorus: 

Arise (arise), arise (arise), 
arise 

Arise, my soul, arise. 
Arise (arise), arise (arise), 

arise 
Arise, my soul, arise. 

Shake off your guilty fears 
and rise 

 

 
My God is reconciled; 

His pardoning voice I hear; 
He owns me for His child; 

I can no longer fear 
With confidence I now 

draw nigh, 
With confidence I now 

draw nigh, 
And "Father, Abba, 

Father," cry

  


