
Lesson 6: Church Seasons & Colors 
Resources Needed: Calendar, church seasons calendar, liturgical clock, fabric samples of the colors of the seasons 

Introduction 
 
To get started today, let’s do a little review. 
1. Who can tell what CORPORATE WORSHIP means? (call on children until one of them 

gets the right answer.) Yes!  It is the worship we do together, when we come away from 
our homes and the jobs God has sent us to do all week, to a common place where we 
worship King Jesus together! 

2. Who can tell me how many parts there are in our CORPORATE WORSHIP service? 
(5). 

3. Let’s see if we can name all 5 of those parts. (call on different children to name each) 
1- Entering God’s Presence 
2- Committing to God’s Kingdom 
3- Listening to God’s Word 
4- Feasting at God’s Table 
5- Going Out with God’s Blessing 

 
We have spent some time talking about all of those parts and we’ve also talked about the 
purpose of some of the things that are in the sanctuary, like the pulpit and the cross and the 
communion table, but I’m wondering, have you ever noticed anything in the sanctuary that 
doesn’t stay the same?  Something that changes a little from time to time? (hopefully one of 
them will eventually mention the drape on the cross or the communion table, the parament on the 
pulpit or the banner on the back wall but if not, steer the conversation that direction.)  There are 
always colors in our sanctuary, but the colors change from time to time.  Did you know that 
we change the colors at the same time every year and we always use the same 6 colors?  And 
guess what?  There’s a reason for that!  And that is what we are going to talk about today. 

Background of The Story 
 
How many of you love stories?  What kinds of stories to you enjoy?  (guide them if they don’t 
immediately offer answers like adventure, love stories, true stories, scary…) Did you know that our 
God loves stories?  You might have already figured that one out since God taught himself to 
us in stories and we always talk about the stories of our past that he gave us!  But did you also 
know that God didn’t really give us a whole bunch of different stories?  He actually gave us one 
great, big, giant story!  All of the stories we tell and study from His Word are actually little 
parts (like chapters) of the one big story God has been telling from the beginning of time!  All 
of the different kinds of stories we mentioned are found in different chapters of God’s story.  
God’s story in the Bible is a love story, it’s an adventure story, it’s a rescue story, it’s a Kingdom 

Vocabulary 
liturgy – the form or order of public worship services 
calendar – a register including the days of each month and week in a year 
ascend – to go upward or to rise 
epiphany – a sudden insight into something; a sudden understanding of something 
Lent – literally means springtime; in the church it is used to define the period of fasting, expectancy 
and waiting leading up to the Resurrection Season. 
Pentecost – 50th day.   



story – it is the story of Jesus’ Kingdom.  It’s a story that goes waaaaaay back to the beginning 
and tells how this very part of His Kingdom in Murfreesboro, TN began.  It’s a story with a 
really bad villain who declares war on God’s Kingdom and convinces the princes and 
princesses to rebel and fight against the King.  And it’s a story that tells how the King loved 
his people so much that he came and rescued them even after they rebelled with the evil 
villain.  It’s a great big huge story that stretches all the way back to the beginning and all the way 
forward to today and beyond today! Knowing The Story helps us understand who we are, why 
things around us are the way they are, and what we should be doing with our role in The 
Story. 

But because it’s such a BIG BIG story, leaders in the church a loooooong time ago knew it 
was going to be hard for all of us to remember all the things in The Story that are important 
for us to know.  Do you think you can remember everything that is in this Story? (hold up the 
Bible) Even if you can memorize the whole thing, do you think you can remember every 
important detail and what it all means? I certainly can’t.  So these leaders in the Church long 
ago started doing things to help us remember the main point of The Story and where we are 
in it! 

Wait! Did I just say, “where we are in it?”  Are we in this (point to the Bible) story?  Hang on, 
let me look (flip through the pages of the Bible) I don’t see my name anywhere.  I don’t see 
Trinity Presbyterian Church anywhere. Are we in this story?  (give them a second to wonder) 
Actually we are!  This story starts with “In the beginning” and it ends with John telling us 
that Jesus is coming soon so we must be ready and “walk in the grace of the Lord Jesus.”  Do 
you know what that means?  It means the story isn’t really over! Jesus ASCENDED to His 
Father’s side after He rose from the dead and left us instructions for what we should be doing 
to prepare His Kingdom for his return.  Do you know what those instructions were?  Basically, 
it could be summed up like this: “Decorate the whole earth like my Throne Room is 
decorated!” or another way of saying it is: “Let the earth reflect the Story I have been telling 
you!”   

How do we do that?  One way is by looking at time as part of The Story.  Let me show you 
what I mean. 

God’s Order 
 

(Hold up a calendar).  What is this?  Right.  It’s a calendar.  And what does a calendar do for 
us?  It helps us know where we are in the year right?  Who knows where we are right now? 
(Talk a little about whatever month it is & ask about things typical of the season like summer: vacation, 
swimming, etc. or November/December: holidays, family, travel, parties, etc.)  

When we talked about “Going out with God’s blessing” we mentioned that our worship never 
stops.  It just changes from CORPORATE to INDIVIDUAL worship.  And what we do in 
our CORPORATE WORSHIP should shape what we do when we go back to our homes and 
our schools and our work.  Who gave us this LITURGY (remember that just means the shape) 
for our CORPORATE WORSHIP? (They will probably say “God” but prompt them further by 
asking where specifically in God’s Word He gave us the shape. See if they remember Isaiah 6 just by 
mentioning the story, not re-reading the whole thing. If not give a gentle reminder like “remember 
the prophet Isaiah in God’s Throne room? And the LITURGY for our worship service comes from 
the way he experienced being in God’s presence?”) Our CORPORATE WORSHIP is shaped by 
God’s Word.  So doesn’t it make sense then that when we leave the gathering of the Church, 



or the CORPORATE WORSHIP, that our INDIVIDUAL WORSHIP the way we live our 
lives, would also be shaped by God’s Word?  And who is God’s Word?  Jesus is! Right! So if 
our lives are going to be shaped by Jesus, we need a calendar that reminds us of His life.  In 
the same way that God gives us the food of COMMUNION to remind us that His Spirit is 
our strength, he re-orders our yearly calendar to remind us that He is the not only out strength, 
but the shape of our lives too!  I love how God gives us pictures all over His world that help 
us make sense of what he is doing!   So what do you think God’s calendar looks like?  Where 
do you think it starts? (let them take some guesses).   

Advent 
 
It starts where God’s story started – with the knowledge of God’s world being good but broken 
because of our sin and trusting His promise to fix it.   

The first season of our Christian year is called ADVENT. (Using the Liturgical Clock and/or 
The Christian Calendar, point out that the Christian year starts at the “12:00” spot or the first page). 
It starts 4 Sundays before Christmas. (If using the clock, point out that each of the tick marks 
represent a Sunday). ADVENT means “coming” or “arrival.” It’s the time of year when we 
remember that God’s people are ones who believe God will fix the world we broke by sending 
His own Son.  It is a time when we practice waiting like the people in the Old Testament had 
to wait on God’s timing to keep His promise.  And, in The Church, blue is the color that is 
used to talk about waiting expectantly.  So when we are in the season of Advent, you will 
notice things in the sanctuary and around the building have blue on them.  Can you name 
some places that you see the color blue during ADVENT? (on the cross, the banner, the tree ornaments, 
the communion table, the Order of Worship and Kids bulletins, etc.)  

So Advent is a time of waiting on God, but what were they waiting for God to do?  (To keep his 
promise to fix all that was broken.) And how did God keep that promise? (He sent His Son, Jesus!) So, 
ADVENT leads us right into the second season of our Christian year.  What is that season 
when we celebrate that God kept His promise and sent Jesus to be born as a human? 

Christmas 
 
Right! It’s the Christmas season.  And here’s something really great – God’s way of ordering 
time is always better than the way we try to order it by ourselves.  Even in a broken world, 
people love celebrations and holidays right! We know that people love Christmas. Some talk 
about it and wait for it all year! But God loves it even more.  When we follow the Christian 
calendar, Christmas isn’t just one day.  It’s a whole season that lasts for 12 days!  That’s why 
we get 2 Sundays on the clock during Christmas.  And we use white, or silver to show that we 
are in the Christmas season because Jesus came to cleanse us and he is the royal Son of God 
so white and silver are good symbols of those things.  

So we start the Christian year with Advent, remembering God’s promise to send a Savior. 
Then we have Christmas when we celebrate that he did keep that promise with Jesus’ 
becoming a human.  What comes next in the story? 

 

 



Epiphany 
 
The wise men found Jesus which tells us that God’s promise to fix the broken world was for 
all the people who hear and believe God’s promise and trust that He kept that promise by 
sending Jesus. The wise men weren’t part of Abraham’s family.  They came from another 
country far away but God showed himself to them by leading them to Jesus.   

Can you say EPIPHANY?  EPIPHANY is a big, hard word to say that just means you 
suddenly realize something.  We use this word because the wise men were from a faraway 
country and God’s invitation for them to come see baby Jesus is the part of The Story that 
causes us to realize that this little baby was going to fix the whole world, not just one part of 
it! We use green during EPIPHANY because green represents knowledge, wisdom and 
growth.  EPIPHANY lasts a long time because it is the season when we think about how 
Jesus didn’t stay a baby but grew up and taught us how to live and showed himself to be the 
King of all Kings, for all nations.  It took Jesus’ disciples years to figure out all that Jesus was 
doing so we spend about 2 months of our year in the season of EPIPHANY.   

Once Jesus was grown, what happened to him that would come next in our Church calendar? 

Lent & Holy Week 
 
People really didn’t like Jesus’ claims that he was The King.  So the rulers set out to have him 
killed.  We call this season where we remember Jesus’ journey to the cross LENT. To help us 
think about the sadness but also importance of this season, we often eat less as a reminder 
that without Jesus, we live in the land of want not plenty. Because LENT is about Jesus 
fighting the hard battle a king fights for his kingdom, we use the color of royalty or kingship.  
Do you know what that color is? It’s purple.   

During the very last week of the season of LENT, we change the color.  We look closely at 
the last week of Jesus’ life as he knew he was going to die on the cross.  Because we are 
thinking about Jesus dying for us and his blood being spilled out to cover our sins, what color 
do you think we use during Holy Week?  (if they don’t get it right away, ask what color represents 
blood).  Red.  That’s right.  

Resurrection & Easter 
 
Jesus did fight the battle with sin and he died on the cross.  But, unlike most battles, his death 
wasn’t the end of it.  Sin and death thought they had won, but what happened? (someone will 
answer something about Jesus rising from the dead, but if they don’t, ask, “Did Jesus stay dead?”)  
Jesus got up from the dead!  He rose up and got out of the grave.  The grave was not strong 
enough to hold the God who made the world!  After Satan and sin and all of his army did the 
worst thing it possibly could to Jesus, He stood back up!  And when he did, he showed that 
He truly was King above all other kings!  What is this season called when we celebrate Jesus’ 
victory over death? (If someone says “Easter” that is not incorrect.  Just help them understand that 
the term “Easter” was used before it was a Christian holiday to celebrate new birth in the spring and 
the dawn of a new year of crops which is why it also applies to our Christian celebration of 
RESURRECTION).  In the Church, we call this season, RESURRECTION.  And because it 
is the greatest thing God did, it is the longest special season we observe.  Just like Christmas, 
it is not just one day but lasts for 50 days!   



Pentecost 
 
On the 50th day of Easter, we celebrate another gift Jesus gave us.  Because he wasn’t going 
to be with his disciples anymore like he had been before his death, he told them he would 
give them something even better!  What could possibly be better than Jesus being on the earth 
with us? (let them guess).  The only thing that could be better than Jesus standing beside us in 
his body, would be to have the same power Jesus had to rise from the dead!  And that is exactly 
what Jesus gave to his disciples on the 50th day after he rose from the dead.  He said this: (Read 
Act 1:8 & Romans 1:16).  Jesus was saying that if we trust Him to save us from the power of sin 
that rules our hearts, he will replace the power of sin with the power of His Spirit!   

The word PENTECOST just means 50th day because this happened 50 days after Jesus rose 
from the dead.  On PENTECOST Sunday, we use the color red.  (If children ask why, you can 
talk about the Spirit being like a fire that consumes dead things, i.e. our sin, but don’t bring this up 
unless they ask as children are very concrete thinkers and we don’t want them thinking The Spirit is 
going to put a literal fire inside of them. If they ask questions you don’t know how to answer, always 
feel free to say, “You know, I’m not really sure how to answer that.  I’m going to write it down and 
ask one of our pastors and I will get back to you.”) 

Season After Pentecost 
 
Much like the season of EPIPHANY, most of our life is spent learning and growing in what 
it means to belong to the Kingdom of the risen King Jesus.  So we call the rest of the year the, 
“Season after Pentecost” because it reminds us that that is where we are living now.  We are 
in the time after Jesus filled His people with His Holy Spirit of power to be able to live and 
do battle with sin. But we are also living before the time that he comes back bringing with 
him the beauty of His heavenly Kingdom to cover the entire earth.  Just like EPIPHANY, this 
season is green to represent growing and learning and it lasts until the end of our Christian 
year when we start back again with what season?  (ADVENT!)   

Conclusion 
 
Listen to what the Apostle Paul wrote to the Ephesians.  (Read Ephesians 5:1-2 & 15).   

Though the Christian calendar is not part of Scripture, it is a helpful tool that leaders of the 
early Church developed to help us take the Apostle Paul’s words seriously.  It reminds us that 
we are part of a long history of people whose lives were shaped by God’s story and it reminds 
us that we are a people who are learning to live as followers of Christ, people who imitate 
Christ’s life.   

You know what it means to imitate right? (have the children imitate a couple of your movements).  
Thinking about our year like this, (point to the liturgical clock or the Christian calendar) helps us 
to think about this world as Christ’s Kingdom and live our lives as citizens in that Kingdom, 
imitating our King! 

Let’s learn a song that helps us think about all of these things: 

Sing “Across The Lands” (though you will probably only get through one verse).  The song book will 
be on the podium underneath the curriculum.  If you need to hear the song beforehand, you can listen 
at this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHVtR8A9QXs  



Across the Lands 
By Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 

 
You’re the Word of God the Father 

From before the world began. 
Ev’ry star and ev’ry planet 

Has been fashioned by Your hand. 
All creation holds together 

By the power of Your voice. 
Let the skies declare Your glory; 

Let the land and seas rejoice! 
 

CHORUS 
You’re the Author of creation; 
You’re the Lord of ev’ry man; 

And Your cry of love rings out across the lands. 
 

Yet You left the gaze of angels, 
Came to seek and save the lost, 

And exchanged the joy of heaven 
For the anguish of a cross. 

With a prayer You fed the hungry; 
With a word You calmed the sea; 

Yet how silently You suffered 
That the guilty may go free! 

 
With a shout You rose victorious, 
Wresting vict’ry from the grave, 

And ascended into heaven, 
Leading captives in Your way. 

Now You stand before the Father, 
Interceding for Your own; 

From each tribe and tongue and nation, 
You are leading sinners home!” 


