
The catacombs under Rome present some of 
the earliest preserved records of young 
Christianity. The art in the tombs represent 
Christ as the Good Shepherd and the Alpha 
and Omega. What is missing from this period 
are pictures of Mary and illustrations of the 
crucifixion/crucifix. Visit these if you can.



In the 300 miles of catacomb passages [take a flashlight and 
stay with your guide] we find numerous examples of early 
Christian symbols. Here are Christ as the ‘good shepherd’ 
and the ‘fish and anchor’. The fish hang on to the anchor 
which also doubles as the shape of the cross. The anchor 
was a familiar Roman symbol of safety.



Peter and Paul from an etching found in the catacombs.
Note the Chi-Rho symbol as the first two letters of Greek Christos.



AD 30 is better

Ephesus 



If you visit 
the Vatican 
today, Peter 
and Paul 
are there to 
greet you, 
as you wait 
in the long 
line to 
enter the 
church.

The best 
views of 
Rome are 
from the 
top!



Climb the 
551 steps to 
the top of 
the dome on 
St. Peter’s to 
be rewarded 
with the 
best views 
of Rome.

Note the 
welcoming 
arms of the 
church.



At the back of St. Peters is this marble 
plaque that lists the “popes” who were 
buried at the church. Linus was number 
two. 

I would  say Leo I was probably the first 
real pope who claimed the “supervisor” 
status over the other city bishops. 

Or another possible “first real pope” 
might be Gregory the Great. 



Constantine the Great [272-337]

• Defeated Maxentius at the Milvian Bridge in 312 after 
having a vision of Christ promising victory and had the cross 
[or chi-rho] symbol placed on his soldiers standards.

• Issued the Edict of Milan/Toleration in 313 legalizing 
Christianity in the Empire for the first time in 300 years.

• Moved the capital to the east and built Constantinople as 
the New Rome. It would stand until 1453 when captured by 
Islamic forces.

• Emperor for 31 years – 2nd longest [with Augustus as the 
longest]. C. stated “there is no distinction between the 
realm of Caesar and the realm of God”.

• Called the first great council of the church at Nicaea to 
settle the deity of Christ issue. Nicaean Creed.

• His Christian mother Helena established many Christian 
pilgrimage sites. Esp. Bethlehem and Jerusalem.

• Was baptized as a Christian by Eusebius on his deathbed. 
[Baptism was common as last “clean up” before the 
afterlife in those days.]



Redemption/Conversion of Pagan Symbols

• Roman celebration of the sun at winter solstice became “Christmas” 
as the time of Christ’s birth.

• Worship of Artemis at Ephesus as mother goddess became emphasis 
on Mary as the first Christian and “Mother of God”.

• Roman legal district, the “diocese”, became the territory of oversight 
for Christian bishops.

• Roman government buildings known as basilicas became models for 
church architecture.

• Easter [from Sumerian Ishtar] as celebration of fertility of spring 
became the Resurrection celebration of the church. Used Passover 
date calculation - first Sunday after full moon after March equinox.  





What is true? What is an accurate set of beliefs?

• The very idea of “doctrine,” with its implication 
that there is a difference between sound teaching 
and heresy, is a uniquely Christian notion. 

• Paganism, with its roots in myth and its tolerance 
for many alternative forms of ritual, had little need 
of doctrine at all. 

• Judaism focused its intellectual energies on 
questions of how to live more than what to 
believe. How should we live out the Law of God?

• Christians “invented” the idea of religious doctrine, 
because Christianity was fundamentally a set of 
beliefs which had to be taught. Errors had to be 
rejected. Creed is a statement of belief.

• For Christianity everything depended on believing 
the truth about Christ, which therefore had to be 
taught correctly. Paul mentions this frequently in 
his letters in the NT.



Three Key Areas of Controversy for the Early Church

• The nature of God

• The relationship of the Son to the Father and to the Spirit

• The form, purpose and significance of Jesus’ 
incarnation/humanity

• The origin of sin and the means of salvation/redemption

• The nature and authority of the church

• The sacramental structure of grace and the means of grace

• The ethical life of the believer 



What were the big questions to be answered now that Christ had come?
Who had authority to answer the big questions of the new faith?

1. If God is one God as the OT says then how does the Son fit into this picture of God?

2. What does “only-begotten Son” imply? Was there a time when the Son was not yet born? Is 
the Mediator between God and man slightly less than God?

3. How does the Trinity work? Is there a hierarchy within the Trinity?

4. How many personalities or wills exist within the Trinity?

5. If the three persons of the Trinity have the same essence, what does essence mean?

6. Who sent the Spirit – the Father or the Father and the Son?

7. Was there a time when the human part of the Son did not exist?

8. Why use the term Logos for the Son? [Jews said the Logos was the Torah.]

9. How many natures exist within the God-man Christ Jesus and were these blended or 
separate? Was there a tertium quid?

10. How many wills existed within the mind of Jesus Christ?

11. Did God the Father suffer on the cross or did some part of Him die? Patri-passionism?

12. Is it appropriate to use the term “Mother of God” or “Bearer of God” [theotokos] when 
describing Mary as Jesus’ mother?

13. What is the list of books to be included within the Book [biblos] and how should those 
writings be interpreted?



The catholic [universal] creeds are the summary of the answers that came from many 
years of study and debate. Each one builds on the former starting with the Apostles 
Creed from the second century.

• I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

• I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

• I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



The Nicene Creed from 381.

• We believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

• And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;
he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

• And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen. The oldest known copy of the Nicene from 400’s.



The Athanasian Creed from Ephesus Council in 381 and the Chalcedon Council in 431. [not written by Athanasius]

• Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the catholic faith. Anyone 
who does not keep it whole and unbroken will doubtless perish eternally.

• Now this is the catholic faith: That we worship one God in trinity and the trinity 
in unity, neither blending their persons  nor dividing their essence.

For the person of the Father is a distinct person,
the person of the Son is another,
and that of the Holy Spirit still another.
But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one
their glory equal, their majesty coeternal.

• What quality the Father has, the Son has, and the Holy Spirit has.
The Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated,
the Holy Spirit is uncreated.

• The Father is immeasurable, the Son is immeasurable,
the Holy Spirit is immeasurable.

• The Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, the Holy Spirit is eternal.

• And yet there are not three eternal beings;
there is but one eternal being.
So too there are not three uncreated or immeasurable beings;
there is but one uncreated and immeasurable being.

• Similarly, the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty,  the Holy Spirit is almighty.
Yet there are not three almighty beings; there is but one almighty being.

• Thus the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God.
Yet there are not three gods; there is but one God.

• Thus the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord.
Yet there are not three lords; there is but one Lord.

• Just as Christian truth compels us
to confess each person individually
as both God and Lord,
so catholic religion forbids us
to say that there are three gods or lords.

• The Father was neither made nor created nor begotten from anyone.
The Son was neither made nor created; he was begotten from the Father alone.
The Holy Spirit was neither made nor created nor begotten;
he proceeds from the Father and the Son.

• Accordingly there is one Father, not three fathers; there is one Son, not three sons;
there is one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits.

• Nothing in this trinity is before or after, nothing is greater or smaller;
in their entirety the three persons are coeternal and coequal with each other.

• So in everything, as was said earlier, we must worship their trinity in their unity
and their unity in their trinity.

• Anyone then who desires to be saved should think this way about the trinity.

• But it is necessary for eternal salvation that one also believe in the incarnation
of our Lord Jesus Christ faithfully.

• Now this is the true faith: That we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, is both God and human, equally.

• He is God from the essence of the Father, begotten before time;
and he is human from the essence of his mother, born in time;
completely God, completely human, with a rational soul and human flesh;
equal to the Father as regards divinity, less than the Father as regards humanity.

• Although he is God and human, yet Christ is not two, but one.
He is one, however, not by his divinity being turned into flesh,
but by God's taking humanity to himself. He is one,
certainly not by the blending of his essence, but by the unity of his person.
For just as one human is both rational soul and flesh,
so too the one Christ is both God and human.

• He suffered for our salvation; he descended to hell;
he arose from the dead; he ascended to heaven;
he is seated at the Father's right hand; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
At his coming all people will arise bodily
and give an accounting of their own deeds.
Those who have done good will enter eternal life,
and those who have done evil will enter eternal fire.

• This is the catholic faith:
a person cannot be saved without believing it firmly and faithfully.



The Most Significant Church Councils
[N.B. none of these are in the West – when all of these cities are captured by Islamists, Rome becomes the last city
standing.]

Jerusalem 48 – relationship to OT regulations [Split of Judaism from Church]
Antioch 268 – Monarchinism – Is God One? Early debates about “Trinity‘’
1st Arles 314 – When is Easter? Who are qualified to be bishops[Donatism]?  
*Nicaea 325 – Homoousian or Homoiousian? Arianism defeated. Athanasius.
Alexandria 362 – The Holy Spirit is also fully divine. Athanasius.
*1st Constantinople 381 – Confirm the decisions of Nicene Creed. [Our form.]
*1st Ephesus 431 – Nestorianism rejected. Mary can be called Theotokos.
*Chalcedon 451 – Christ is completely man and completely God – 2 natures.
2nd Constantinople 553 – Confirm that Christ had 2 natures [Monophysite? –no]
3rd Constantinople 680-681 – Monoenergism and Monothelitism rejected.
2nd Nicaea 787 – Icons [pictures of Christ] are aceptable- big issue in the East . 



Three examples of early heresies [among many others].

• Gnosticism

• Monarchianism or 
Modalism or 
Adoptionism

• Arianism



Gnostics and Gnosticism AD 80-250
• Believed they were superior and had 

secret knowledge (gnosis) to attain 
redemption

• Believed the spirit was pure and good 
and the body nothing and evil – could 
lead to EITHER moral licence OR to 
extreme moral asceticism (e.g. no 
marriage or at least no marital 
relations!)

• Believed in the worship and following 
of intermediate powers – often angelic 
powers tied to planetary bodies which 
influenced man’s fate.



Implications of Gnosticism for the Gospel
• Rejected the idea of both the incarnation and the resurrection [if 

the body is bad who wants it back?]

• Rejected the Hebraic concept of resurrection of the body preferring 
the Platonic idea of the immortality of the soul. [Platonic ideas 
blended with Paul’s ideas of keep the body disciplined lead to 
centuries of monasticism.]

• Rejected Creation as the work of, at best, an incompetent, or at 
worst, a malevolent power, and saw the physical world as 
essentially evil.

• Tended to see the Old Testament as a story of a malevolent god 
choosing a bloodied nation as his chosen people. (Marcion ‘s Antitheses :
he was excommunicated in 144)



Monarchianism or modalism [trinity issues]

Was the Son ‘one with’ OR ‘distinct from’ the Father? Those who 
upheld the ‘monarchy’ of God were divided into two 
contradictory camps:

• Modalism (or Modalistic Monarchiansm) Sabellius (3rd C priest 
and theologian) emphasizing the unity of God put forward the 
view (against the logos theology of Justin Martyr) that the 
Father, resurrected Son and Holy Spirit were aspects or modes 
of the one God perceived by the believer rather than three 
distinct persons in God himself. 



• Adoptionism (or Dynamic 
Monarchianism) held that God was 
one Being, above all else, wholly 
indivisible, and of one nature. 

• Its approach was that the Son was not 
co-eternal with the Father, and 
that he was essentially granted divinity 
(adopted). Different proponents 
located this adoption as taking place at 
either his baptism or ascension. 



Arius and Arianism 

• Arius (AD 250-336) was an Alexandrian Christian presbyter 

• He taught that that the Son of God did not always exist, but 
was created by - and is therefore distinct from and inferior
to - God the Father

• Arianism arose in the 3rd century but dominated theological 
debate throughout the 4th Century

• In AD 325 Constantine convened the Council of Nicaea to 
develop a statement of faith that could unify the Church. 
The Nicene Creed declared that the Father and the Son were 
of the same substance (homo-ousios) not (homoi-ousios)!



• The controversy was far from 
over and looking back to AD 
360 Jerome could write that 
the world “awoke with a groan 
to find itself Arian”.

• Not until AD 380/81 and the 
edicts of Emperor Theodosius 
did the Nicene Creed (actually 
finalized in Constantinople in 
AD 381) triumph and Arianism 
slowly subsided.

• Many of the Germanic tribes 
were converted by Arian 
missionaries and it took many 
decades to root out the Arian 
heresy.



They were 
really the 
Church 
children!





N.B. 325!







St. Augustine was born at Tagaste (modern Algeria) in 
Africa. His father was a pagan but his mother Monica was a 
devout Christian. In 384 returned to his Christian faith 
taught to him by his mother and was baptized on Easter 
Eve 387. He was ordained in 390 and moved to Hippo 
where he was consecrated Bishop of Hippo. Augustine 
became the dominant figure in African Church affairs and 
was the leader in the bitter fights against Manichaeism, 
Donatism, Pelagianism and other heresies. Augustine's 
towering intellect has molded the thought of Western 
Christianity to this day. He wrote profusely, defending the 
faith, and his 200 books and 300 sermons are a major 
contribution to theology and philosophy. Among his best 
best-known works are his Confessions; City of God, a 
Christian philosophy of history; De Trinitate; De Doctrina
Christiana; Enchiridion [manual on faith, hope and 
love]; and his writings against the Manichaeans and the 
Pelagians. His thinking is summarized in a line from his 
Confessions: "Our hearts were made for You, O Lord, and 
they are restless until they find rest in you." Called the 
“Doctor of Grace”, he is one of the greatest of the Fathers 
of the Church, and probably the greatest single intellect 
after the Apostle Paul.



The City of God was written by Augustine between 
413 and 427. It answered the accusation of pagans 
that the sack of Rome by the Goths occurred 
because Christianity had brought weakness to the 
empire. [Sounds like Edward Gibbon] Augustine 
demonstrated in massive detail that Rome fell 
from internal corruption and immorality.

In this great work, Augustine developed for the first 
time, a philosophy of history. Before this work, 
history was seen as cyclical and, as the Stoics 
taught, somewhat hopeless. 

Augustine developed the seeds of biblical thought 
that history was instead linear [found especially in 
the book of Hebrews]. There is an Alpha and 
Omega. History was moving toward a specific end 
planned by God.

He described two cities: the city of God led by Able 
and the city of Man led by Cain. This continues to 
be true throughout history in God’s plan. Two and 
only two societies and these are frequently at war.



In Book 19 of the City of God, Augustine unpacks the 
concept of PEACE which he describes as ‘having 
everything in its proper place or as designed or with 
the proper purpose’.

Think of how this applies when we consider peace:
• In the world community

• In a nation

• In a business environment

• In a city

• In a family 

• Between husband and wife

• Within ourselves

• Between God and Man

The revelation of God’s plan for man in The Book 
gives us the foundation for finding peace in all 
these environments. The Moral Law of God is a 
cultural starting point for all correct law-making 
and should be in the minds of all judges as they 
decide the validity and the interpretation of 
individual laws. 



Piers Ploughman, William Langland ca.1370 [This sounds a lot like St. 
Augustine and the purpose of evil in God’s plan.] This is worthy of 
careful contemplation!

"But," said Peace, "I can prove that their pain must come to an end, 
and suffering is bound to turn to happiness in the end. For if they had 
never known any suffering, they could never know happiness. 

No man can grasp what pleasure is who has never suffered, or 
understand hunger who has never been without food. I am sure that if 
there were no night, no one would know for certain the meaning of 
day! ... 

For until we meet with Scarcity no one knows what it is to have 
enough. And so God of His goodness placed the first man, Adam, in a 
state of contentment and perfect happiness, and then allowed him to 
sin and experience sorrow, so that he might learn for himself what real 
happiness was."



St. Jerome 345-420
• Translated the Bible from Hebrew 

and Greek into Latin – the Latin 
Vulgate. [This was the standard study 
text of the Bible for the next 1000 
years and why Catholic high schools 
all teach Latin.]

• Studied in Rome and Trier
• A mystic – lived in a cave near 

Bethlehem in Palestine
Quotes: “Why do you not practice what you 

preach.”
“Marriage is good for those who are afraid to sleep 
alone at night.” 
“When the stomach is full, it is easy to talk of fasting.”







AD 1-100

• The words and sayings of Jesus are collected and preserved. New Testament writings are completed.

• A new generation of leaders succeeds the apostles. Nevertheless, expectation still runs high that the Lord may 

return at any time. The end may be close.

• The Gospel taken through a great portion of the known world of the Roman empire and to regions beyond.

• New churches at first usually begin in Jewish synagogues around the empire and Christianity is seen at first as 

a part of Judaism.

• The Church faces a major crisis in understanding itself as a universal faith and how it is to relate to its Jewish 

roots.

• Christianity begins to emerge from its Jewish origin. A transition takes place at the time of Jewish Revolt 

against Roman authority. In 70 AD Christians do not take part in the revolt and relocate to Pella in Jordan.

• The Jews at Jamnia in 90 AD confirm the canon of the Hebrew Scriptures. The same books are recognized as 

authoritative by Christians.

• Persecutions test the church. Jewish historian Josephus seems to express surprise that Christians still exist in 

his Antiquities in latter part of first century.

• Key persecutions include Nero at Rome who blames Christians for a devastating fire that ravages the city in                  

AD 64.  He cruelly uses Christians as human torches to illumine his gardens.

• Emperor Domitian demands to be worshiped as "Lord and God." During his reign the book of Revelation is 

likely written and believers recognize the political reference in the book when it proclaims Christ as the only 

one worthy of our worship.



AD 100-200

• Christ has not returned as soon as expected, so organization is needed: to continue the ministry, resist 

persecution, oppose heretical teachings, and spread the faith. The office and role of the bishop becomes 

stronger.

• Persecution occurs intermittently from without, heresies pose major dangers from within and must be answered. 

• Heresies include:

• GNOSTICISM -- A kind of New Age movement that claimed special knowledge and deemphasized the 

physical body. Spirit = good and Body = bad. Influence on monasticism?

• MARCIONISM -- An attempt to reduce the Scriptures--both the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures -- to a few 

select books [Luke and the letters of Paul only].

• MONTANISM -- A charismatic movement that got carried away with new revelations, prophecies , and 

judgmental attitudes toward other Christians. Is there new revelation or is the NT closed?

• Apologists, or defenders of the faith, emerge to combat heresy and answer the church's opponents. Key 

apologists include Irenaeus and Justin Martyr.

• Churches are not legal and have no public forum or church buildings. Local persecution can break out at any 

time. A profound public witness emerges as Christians are put to death because they will not deny the faith. 

Examples: Ignatius of Antioch 108, Pius I 154, Polycarp AD 155, and 48 Christians who were tortured and killed at 

Lyon in 177.

• The strongest centers of the Church are Asia Minor and North Africa. Rome is growing as a center of prestige.

• The church continues its rapid spread reaching all classes, particularly the lower. Callistus--a former slave-

becomes bishop of Rome and makes claims for special authority of the Roman bishop.

• Jews removed from Palestine, Pharisees become Orthodox Jews and are now separate from Christianity. Rom 11. 



AD 200-300

• At beginning of century, Edessa (Urfa in modern Turkey) becomes first Christian state.
• Emperor Septimus Severus (202-211) persecutes; forbids conversion to Christianity. Then a generation of peace 

for the church. Growth and spread of faith continues and early church buildings begin to appear.
• North Africa is an important Christian center. Egypt alone has a million Christians by the end of 3rd century. 

Carthage and Alexandria are leading centers of Christian theological development with such insightful thinkers as 
Origen, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria.

• AD 248 the 1,000th anniversary of Rome but all is not celebration as threats to the empire increase from 
neighboring populations on borders. Between 235 and 284, every Roman emperor but one died violently, either in 
battle against Roman enemies or through assassination or lynching. Some 20-odd emperors ruled during this 
period - very high rate of ruler turnover.

• The first empire-wide persecution instituted under Decius in 250. Everyone required to offer pagan sacrifice and 
show certificate of proof or face persecution.

• Church has to deal with the difficult problem of how to handle the "lapsed"--those who relented during the 
persecution but then want back into the church.

• Church problems not only political. Intellectual attacks must also be answered. Porphyry writes Against the 
Christians attacking apostles, church leaders, Gospels and Old Testament. Origen around 245 answers attack of 
Celsus written 70 years earlier and apparently still a threat to the church.

• The role of the bishop continues to grow in authority.
• Before 300 Anthony goes into desert as a hermit, an important early step in development of monasticism--this will 

be a kind of protest movement against impious Christianity and an alternative approach to spiritual commitment 
by separation and contemplation. Simon the pole sittter.



AD 300-400

• The fourth century, like the sixteenth, and perhaps our own twentieth, is one of those periods in church 

history when momentous changes take place that stand out as pivotal turning points in the history of God's 

people.

• The century witnessed major changes and transitions in church relations with state and society. Here are six:

• Empire Persecutes Church -- At the beginning of the century the church went through the "Great Persecution"--

the last and the worst. Instituted by emperor Diocletian in 305, it was intended to wipe out the church. It failed.

• Empire Tolerates Church -- Emperor Constantine professed the Faith and the church was given legal status. 

Often you will hear that Constantine made Christianity the official religion of the empire. He didn't. But he did 

restore its losses and gave it favored treatment as one among many tolerated religions.

• Empire Challenges Church -- Paganism didn't give up without a battle. Emperor Julian (361-363) attempted 

unsuccessfully to reestablish paganism.

• Empire Adopts Church --Christianity was officially made the state religion under emperor Theodosius IX in the 

year 381.

• Church Challenges Empire -- In a dramatic confrontation that foreshadowed centuries of church-state jockeying 

for position, Bishop Ambrose of Milan defied the emperor.

• Church Persecutes Opponents -- It started off the century as a persecuted minority. By the end of the century 

the persecuted Church had turned into a persecuting Church. Its motives made sense. It saw itself as combating 

heresy, false religion and evil forces. In many ways it was a different Church and a different world at the end of 

this century.

• Canon of New Testament confirmed. In the 367 AD Easter letter of Athanasius, and at Councils in 382 and 397, 

final recognition was given. These do not create the Christian scriptures but confirm what was already generally 

recognized and accepted.



AD 300-400 continued [Two slides - it was a big century!]

• Millions of new members pour in to the Church. Becoming a Christian is no longer a risk, but can even be 

politically and socially opportune, so the Church has to deal with a new laxity in standards of belief and 

behavior.

• Persecuted Church turns into persecuting Church. By the end of the century the Church that had for so long 

endured persecution as a minority faith, now becomes a persecutor of non-Christians.

• Major Councils - Church now needs to clarify and define what it believes. Long time required to understand 

and explain person and nature of Christ. Under emperor Constantine the first major council of church held in 

Nicea (modern Turkey) in 325. Second major Council held at Constantinople in 381 – Nicene creed affirmed.

• Donatists Arise in 311 - No sooner does the church achieve toleration than a severe rupture occurs within the 

North African church that would continue for three hundred years. What had been one of the strongest early 

centers of the church is so weakened it was eventually lost to Islam. How to handle Christian “traitors”?

• Major Missionary Advance as Ufilias takes Gospel to the German Goths in mid-century.

• Church Buildings Flourish -- After legalization the church goes big for real estate. Often its great basilicas are 

built on the sites of what were formerly pagan temples. 

• Capital of Empire moves to Constantinople -- In 324 that city is founded. City dedicated on May 11, 330. 

Rome no longer the center of power for the empire and Church begins to fill in the gap at Rome.

• Eusebius' Church History --Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea becomes the first significant church historian and 

gives us invaluable documentation on the early church.

• Augustine converted in AD 386. He would become one of the most important theologians in all of church 

history.



AD 400-500

• As the barbarians increasingly threatened the Empire, sacking the city of Rome, Augustine wrote City of 

God (413-426), showing that the true movement of history was the unseen conflict between sin 

and redemption, between the city of man and the kingdom of God.

• Nestorianism spreads in the eastern church, emphasizing a distinction between Christ's human and 

divine natures. Chalcedon creed describes Jesus Christ as fully human and fully divine, with the two 

natures existing together without confusion.

• As the emperor's power declines, the Bishop of Rome's increases. Pope Leo I (440-461) negotiates and 

saves Rome from Attila the Hun (452). He asserts authority over other bishops, claiming bishop of Rome 

is successor to Apostle Peter.

• Patrick (c. 390-460 from Wales or Scotland) sold as slave at age 16 to Irish tribe. He later escapes, goes 

back to Ireland where he undertakes monumental mission to convert the island to Christ.

• 476 Last Roman Emperor in the West, Romulus Augustus, is removed from power by German Goths.

• 496--Frankish King Clovis converted to the Faith and baptized. Conquers half of France and paves the 

way for Charlemagne's "Holy Roman Empire“ [Remember: Christmas day in 800 for later.]

• Church calendar with the Christian year begins to be in place. Attention to martyrs and relics widespread, 

and recognition of Mary grows. Incense is first introduced into a Christian church service in the West.

• With upheavals and disintegration of secular society, church hierarchy becomes more established and 

influential as the primary organizing authority of the culture.



Missionaries reintroduced Christianity to 
Anglo-Saxon England in the 7th century, and 
the conversion of Anglo-Saxon England would 
have consequences throughout Europe. In 
597, Pope Gregory the Great dispatched a 
monk named Augustine to England as a 
missionary.  

In addition to papal missionaries, Irish 
missionaries worked among the pagan Anglo-
Saxons. Ireland had been mostly Christianized 
by about 500, thanks to Saint Patrick. In the 
mid-6th century, the Irish missionary Columba 
converted many of the Picts of Scotland to 
Christianity and founded the monastery of 
Iona on an island off the Scottish coast. 

By the 660s, Christianity was formally 
accepted by Anglo-Saxon kings and their 
subjects.

A little talk with King Ethelbert – this not how Islam will be spread!



End of the Early Church Era
• Almost all of the heavy lifting in 

theological understanding came from 
the Eastern half of the empire. 

• All of the major church councils were 
held in the East.

• Most of the early copies of the 
scriptures were found in the East.

• Most of the early church fathers came 
from the East.

• It is shocking to end this section of 
Christian history by observing that 
most of the geography covered by the 
conclusions above would be Muslim 
territory within 200 years! Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, built in 691. 


