Christian History III: 1000-1500

[constructed in 1100 in Barcelona, Spain]

Fractured History by College Students:
• Martin Luther had a dream. He went to Washington and recited his Sermon
on the Monument. Later, he nailed 96 Protestants in the Watergate Scandal,
which ushered in a new error in the annals of human history.
• America was founded by four fathers. Delegates from the original 13 states
formed the Contented Congress. Thomas Jefferson, a Virgin, and Benjamin
Franklin were two singers of the Decoration of Independence, which says that
all men are cremated equal and are well endowed by their Creator.
• The Bible is full of interesting caricatures. In the first book of the Bible,
Guinesses, Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. One of their
children, Cain, asked "Am I my brother's son?" God asked Abraham to
sacrifice Issac on Mount Montezuma. Jacob, son of Issac, stole his brother's
birthmark. Jacob was a partiarch who brought up his twelve sons to be
partiarchs, but they did not take to it.

Eastern
Catholic
[Orthodox]
view of the
last 2000
years.

Knowing your history!
Without a reasonable knowledge of
history, your perspective on the human
condition is extremely limited.
• We become “trapped” in our surrounding
culture.
• Evaluation of our world is difficult.
• Mistakes of the past can be easily repeated.
• We live existentially, since we have no
anchor of tradition and the accumulated
wisdom of the ages.

The big “negatives” of Christian History
• That Christianity is anti-intellectual [e.g. the burning of the library of
Alexandria].
• That Christianity caused the fall of Roman Empire [Edward Gibbon].
• The myth of the “dark ages” caused by Christian anti-intellectualism.
• The brutality of the crusades.
• The inquisition of the late middle ages [esp. Spanish Inquisition].
• Witch burning [especially the Salem witch trials] – much later in history than
you think.
• The persecution of the Jews by Christians.
• The condemnation of the heliocentric theories of Galileo [way more about
caustic personality than evidence, the irony that the Church asked Galileo for
evidence and Galileo asked the church to “just have faith” in his system].

Why does our local church
building not look like this
one? What causes a people
to build these massive
churches?

If you visit
the
impressive
architecture
in the church
at Cologne
Germany go
back at night.

Cathedral in
Cologne,
Germany.
Light and
Height!
To give you a
sense of
heaven and
separation
from the
mundane
world
outside.
The afterlife
was not far
away when
you only
lived to age
40!

Theology was built into
every stone.
This had the purpose of teaching people the
person and work of God.
These were picture lessons for people who
could not write or read – and that included 90%
of the population for 15 centuries.
The Faith had to be taught verbally and visibly.

Theology
in stone!
[Amiens Church in
France.]

Finally, we move to the center portal, which is the portal of the Last Judgment. Just inside the doors are the major prophets,
two on each side: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. The jamb statues are the 12 apostles. The Last Judgment on the
tympanum is surrounded by angels.
There are two pier statues: Christ above standing on the lion and the dragon, and King David below. Lily of the Valley and Rose
of Sharon floral images evoke the Davidic monarchy. Then on Jesus’s right side we see a tree bearing fruit (the saved), and on
his left side we see a tree being cut down (the damned).
On either side, we see the fables of Aesop, which were read in the 13th century as good moral guidance. The quatrefoils down
below give us the clearest guidance yet: the 12 virtues and 12 vices. Interestingly, all of the virtues are personified as female.

Imagine this scene painted on the ceiling - Something for you to contemplate while Branden preached about heaven and hell.

The Last
Judgment by
Michelangelo
The thoughts
of the afterlife
were far closer
to the mind
than today.

“Turn or burn”
was a theme.

How to reach heaven
in the middle ages?
• No Bible available to you - and you could not
read anyway.
• Dependent on the teaching of your priest.
• Judgment for work done in your life was the
focus - a sign of true faith - as James and
John say in their NT letters.
• Grace comes to you through the church and
its understanding of the path of redemption.
• Can you do anything to help your friends
and relatives that die before you?

This is part of a gigantic stained glass window in Milan, Italy.
Every major story of the Bible is represented in this window!

The Enthroned Virgin and Child
with Saints and Angels, 6th
century, perhaps the earliest
iconic image of the subject to
survive - at Monastery of Saint
Catherine, Mount Sinai, Egypt.

This style changed very little for
several hundred years.
Notice the flat presentation with
idealized golden halo and almost
no emotion.

Very similar pattern in music
with Gregorian Chants as the
“greatest hits” for 500 years.
[Music comes very late in
western civ.]

Note the change in
perspective that is
occurring at this time.
Change from idealized
flat two dimensions on a
gold background to
three dimensional
perspective.
Masaccio's Trinity in
Florence – first use of
linear perspective in the
Santa Maria Novella
church 1427.

The viewpoint was
changing from seeing
God with your minds
eye to seeing God from
a human position.

The ancient world could only
obtain realistic perspective in
sculpture but the late middle
ages artists learned the math
to create 3d perspective on a
2d surface. What does this tell
us about theology of that day?

Why is Mary
presented here as a
young woman?

Dürer, Albrecht

A Young Hare

1502 [Luther’s lifetime]
Watercolor and gouache [opaque paint] on paper
25 x 23 cm

Stunning realism!
But is a more realistic painting a better
painting?
[Don’t ask that to the impressionists.]

“That painting is the most to be
praised which agrees most exactly
with the thing imitated.”

-Leonardo da Vinci

Does this not look
a little more like a
real person than
the art work of
the early Middle
Ages?
…But there is a
downside to this
trend…

Fifty years before the Italian
Renaissance, Flemish artists were
producing the new commitment
to realism in painting.
Van Eyck in Flanders [today’s
Belgium –the Northern painters
have been treated unfairly in art
history] was producing portraits
that were the closest thing to a
photograph in world history.
Amazingly accurate in perspective,
coloring, and wrinkles!

The Bronze East
Door to the
Baptistry in
Florence by
Ghiberti in 1401.
He won the
project over
Brunelleschi who
instead designed
and built the
dome of the
cathedral church
across the street.

Santa Maria del
Fiore, [St. Mary
of the Flower]
The dome by Filippo
Brunelleschi in1423.
Largest dome since
Roman times.
The church had no
dome for 100 years
because the span was
beyond the ability of
architects until
Brunelleschi’s brilliant
design. To reach the
top you will climb a
curved set of stairs
between the double
wall of the dome.

Was Michelangelo next door painting this while Luther was discussing Augustinian policies with the pope in his chambers? 1508-1512

Would the Reformation have occurred without Martin Luther?
Yes. There were too many people already thinking in that direction at Luther’s time, but He
was the spark plug that ignited the bonfire of the Protestant movement.
[Wycliffe, Hus, Durer, Erasmus, Calvin, Knox,]

• What are the features, then, which make up Medieval Christianity? The best way to
grasp them is to start immersing oneself in medieval literature. Read of King Alfred and
Charlemagne and the magnificent struggles in the high and late middle ages. Read
Boccaccio's Decameron for its enjoyment of life and honor, Dante's Divine Comedy for
the best poetry, and especially Langland's Piers Plowman for a feel of the late medieval
loves and worries.
• “Through these and so much more we find all the elements of a Medieval Christianity,
including a love of beauty, an Augustinian appreciation for the sovereignty of God, the
chasm between pagan and Christian, the centrality of laughter, the importance of
celebration, a covenantal wholeness of family and society, a submissive system of
leadership, respect for good traditions, sphere sovereignty, anti-papalism, a
harmonization of technology and humanity, an agrarian calm, disciplined silence, the
glory of a unified Holy Church, a skepticism of novelty, and a triumphant, peaceful hope
for the future of Christendom.” –Doug Jones
• The Church of the Middle Ages was our Church and those were our fathers. Our Church
did not start with the Reformation. We learn from these fathers about worship and life
in the same way that New Testament believers learned from their fathers in the Old
Testament.
• Jeremiah reminds us, “Ask where the old, reliable paths are. Ask where the path is that
leads to blessing and follow it. If you do, you will find rest for your souls.” Jer 6.16
30

A brief timeline:

John Wycliff

John Guttenberg

late 1300’s

mid 1400’s

early 1400’s
Jan Hus

John Calvin

late 1500’s

early 1500’s
Martin Luther

Synod of Dordt

1618

late 1500’s
John Knox

1640’s
Westminster
Confession

What was the mindset of the Late Middle
Ages?
• The Great Chain of Being was the
dominant worldview.
• We will try to think about our view
of God, the Church, the
monasteries, the Pope, the Bible,
the King, etc. from a middle ages’
perspective.
• Set aside your “individual liberties
and love of independence” mindset
and get into the shoes of a medieval
person.

Eg. Troilus and Cressida

Clearly, European society in 1500 valued order, not opportunity - conformity, not originality - community,
not individuality.
1. The top three ranks of the human chain represented less than 10 percent of the population.
2. That 10 percent owned perhaps 50 percent of the land in Europe and possessed nearly 100
percent of the power.
3. We might well ask: “why did the other 90 percent of people put up with this system?”
-This system was drilled into the heads of people of Europe from the pulpit every Sunday.
- After all, it explained their universe and probably did prevent disorder that they would
otherwise have been unable to stop.
- Imagine what a European from 1500 would think of the violence, noise, and chaos of our world.
Another explanation for widespread acceptance of the chain can be found in two related beliefs designed
to dampen the worst effects of this inequality: paternalism and deference.
1. Paternalism was the belief, also taught from every pulpit in Europe and often embodied in
proclamation and law, that those at the upper end of the chain had a responsibility to look after
those below them. Eg, Downton Abbey and the position of Lord Crawley as the one who is
responsible to all those servants and peasant farmers on his estate.
2. Deference, that is, allegiance, obedience, and respect, was the attitude that the lower orders
were supposed to display toward those at the top of the chain. For example, consider Downton
Abbey attitudes. Also as an example: giving the wall.

A word about demographics:

The first three centuries of the late middle
ages [1000-1300] were an usually warm
period in Europe. With improvements in
agriculture [ horse collar, three field rotation,
iron mold-bottom plow, water mill] there
was plenty of food. This allowed the
population of Europe to double. Most of the
economy revolved around farming.
The crusades made people aware of the
wider world and this brought a desire for a
larger variety of food like citrus, salt, and
spices from the Mediterranean markets.
Roads and bridges were enhanced to make
trade easier. Seasonal fairs became popular
which encouraged the arts of drama and
music.

Regensburg, Germany – the first stone bridge over the Danube
River in 1135. This brought great wealth to the city. Original bridge
remains today.

This produced market centers which
became villages and then towns. Market
days brought people together, with the
church at the center of the market area.
Specific trades developed guilds which
controlled prices but also improved
education and techniques. In 1000 the
largest towns in Europe had 20,000 persons
but by 1300 cities had 200,000.
Since most people could not read, there
were other forms of communication. This is
the “David and Goliath” building in the
trade center Regensburg. Since everyone
was taught their Bible stories this was an
easy way to communicate the meeting
location!

THOSE WHO FOUGHT, THOSE WHO PRAYED,
THOSE WHO WORKED
There were three general classes in the late middle ages.
• 1. Knights and nobility. Land for loyalty: the medieval system.
• 2. Clergymen, monks, and nuns. Two divisions: those in the world who
worked the parish system and those who contemplated God full-time
seeking perfection. Their highly disciplined piety makes us look like
pagans. Some of these positions were much desired because the
career included a salary. Regular paychecks were hard to find.
• 3. The peasant class that worked the land [a small home and plot of
land in exchange for labor provided to the estate holder – much better
than the slavery of Roman days] made up 90% of the population.

St. Francis of Assisi and St. Clare, AD 1200
Lord, make me a channel of your peace,
that where there is hatred, I may bring love;
that where there is wrong, I may bring the
spirit of forgiveness;
that where there is discord, I may bring
harmony;
that where there is error, I may bring truth;
that where there is doubt, I may bring faith;
that where there is despair, I may bring hope;
that where there are shadows, I may bring
light;
that where there is sadness, I may bring joy.
Lord, grant that I may seek to comfort rather than
to be comforted;
to understand, than to be understood;
to love, than to be loved.
For it is by self-forgetting that one finds.
It is by forgiving that one is forgiven.
It is by dying that one awakens to Eternal Life.
Help me to communicate Your Truth to others
today and if Necessary let me use Words.

