
• In the last 2000 years there have been many “reformations”.

• We place great emphasis on the big one in the late middle ages but 
Francis of Assisi brought an emphasis that had been lost in the church: 
service to the common people and self-denial.



Scholasticism: thinking carefully from a Christian 
perspective.

• “I believe in order to understand.” the thinkers of this period tried to 
eliminate all contradictions in the Christian worldview of life and history. See 
Abelard’s “Yes and No” [Latin: Sic et Non]. Their reasoning is sometimes hard 
to follow but the attempt was good. “God is consistent, so let’s figure out 
how to make truth consistent.”

• This was the beginning of universities [Bologna, Paris, Oxford] and theology 
was the queen of the sciences. Science began with the concept that God 
made the universe with consistent laws - so let’s get to work and discover 
them! 

• Today in the post-renaissance period we say “I won’t believe it unless I 
understand it first”.

• The great thinkers from this time: Augustine, Anselm of Canterbury , Thomas 
Aquinas, Peter Abelard, John Dun Scotus, William of Ockham.



Scholasticism

• What was most unprecedented in Western medieval theology was its 
scholasticism. Scholasticism, meaning the theology of the schools, was 
theology taught not by bishops or monks but by university professors. 

• Medieval scholastic theology wedded Christian faith and critical 
reasoning in a deep new way. The logic of Aristotle was rediscovered 
[through the Crusaders interaction with the East] and further 
developed beginning in the 12th century. 

• The goal of Aristotelian logic was to produce a science, set out in 
deductive proofs. The favored manner of teaching and writing in 
scholasticism was by way of logical disputation. [You see this in action 
when Luther was publicly debating other Catholic scholars.]

• Apparent contradictions between various authorities within the 
Christian tradition were identified and, if possible, reconciled. The 
“authorities” for the medieval theologians, meant authoritative books, 
most importantly the Bible, but also the church fathers and Aristotle, 
whom Aquinas called “the Philosopher.”

• Luther didn’t like the Scholastic tradition because it was eventually 
drawn into such minute detail that basic theology was beyond the 
common man. They missed the forest because they were starring at 
the trees.



In an accurate historical 
reconstruction of the famed 
Leipzig Disputation, Martin 
Luther is likely not cool and 
collected. He’s probably 
sweating up a storm.

Before a packed room hanging 
on his every word at the 
disputation of 1521, Luther 
debated with Johannes Eck for 
several hours over the matter 
of objective authority. The 
questions twisted and turned, 
but the epic struggle between 
the firebrand monk and the 
expert theologian boiled down 
to one simple question: for 
true Christians belonging to the 
church, what had final 
authority—the Pope, church 
councils, or Scripture?



Thinking of reality carefully – a fading skill.
• The SAT test has been changed in recent years by removing the 

questions that require careful analysis. Students were scoring so 
low in this section that colleges would not want to admit them 
with such a low point total – so the SAT committee just removed 
those questions.

• This is a pendulum swing from the middle ages, first university, 
scholasticism environment when careful, logical thinking was 
highly valued. Theology then was the most important form of 
study.

• Our culture has moved from an assumption of absolutes based 
on the Christian worldview to a skeptical outlook that finds the 
search for truth rather meaningless. 

• Immanuel Kant is probably the turning point in this thinking 
when he suggested that nothing in the spirit world can be 
absolutely proven – so why try? You can’t take faith out of the 
system and faith is a gift of God. 



The Mysticism of the Middle Ages

Christian mystics in the Middle Ages looked for a 
deeper, direct, personal, meaningful relationship 
with God. They practiced meditation and prayer, 
and (often) abandoned worldly positions, 
belongings, and other encumbrances to 
discipleship or the inner life. Some travelled and 
shared their visions. The writings of medieval 
mystics (especially after the invention of printing) 
opened their ideas and practices to increasingly 
wider audiences.



Mystics were the teachers of the age, inspired leaders who synthesized Christian tradition 
and proposed new models for the Christian community. We know some of the men—Bernard 
of Clairvaux, Francis of Assisi, Thomas Aquinas—but we are not as familiar with the women, 
although they were actually more numerous. 

Hildegard of Bingen, Clare of Assisi, Beatrijs of Nazareth, Angela of Foligno, Julian of Norwich, 
and other women mystics drew on their experience of the divine to provide spiritual 
guidance for others. 

Such women became highly respected leaders of the faithful. Their role as prophets and 
healers was the one exception to women’s presumed inferiority in medieval society.



Mysticism, Visions, Meditation – How do we know God?
1 Corinthians 2:12-16
Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
understand the things freely given us by God. And 
we impart this in words not taught by human 
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. The 
natural person does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not 
able to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned. The spiritual person judges all 
things, but is himself to be judged by no one. “For 
who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to 
instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.



What Mystics Experienced

• Medieval mysticism was primarily visual and affective; the 
mystic saw and felt truth, saw God or Christ or the saints, and was 
flooded with love. So powerful was this love that the mystic felt 
compelled to share it with others.

• Perhaps the only voice these Christians heard that told them to do 
something was God’s voice in visions. But God’s voice was the only 
one that was really necessary, for with divine permission and 
guidance, anything was possible. 

• We should not think of medieval mystics primarily as hermits 
withdrawn into a private world of prayer and meditation. These 
men and women had completed a lengthy apprenticeship in the 
religious life, and they were capable of being spiritually 
responsible for large numbers of people.

• Unlike other periods of mystical revival, medieval mysticism was 
often female. Women who felt called to a religious life had one 
main option—to join a convent or a community of pious lay 
women. Thus, the primary approved form of religious life available 
to women was contemplative and enclosed.



Why Women became Mystic Leaders
• Medieval men with religious vocations and leadership ability had a number 

of choices—they could be active or contemplative, priests, friars, monks, or 
hermits. 

• In late medieval Europe, women outnumbered men for the first time.  

• Until the fourteenth century, a religious community was the only place in 
which a woman would find a library, other scholars, and the opportunity to 
read and write. It was also the only place a woman had any privacy. The vow 
of celibacy exempted women from pregnancy and childbirth, and thus 
granted them much longer lives than those of married women. Convents 
provided opportunities for leadership, teaching, tending the sick, or 
instructing children.

• The spiritual practices recommended to medieval women encouraged the 
kind of growth and mental concentration that often led to visions and 
mystical experiences. We know that women’s practice of asceticism was 
more austere than men’s. Further, men in religious communities had a more 
intellectual education but the kind of meditation taught to women was 
visual and creative, not as intellectual or abstract.



The Crusades and 
the Big Change

• “How are you going to keep them down on the farm once they’ve seen 
Paris?” [WW2 – but the same point]

• Exposure the outside world brought new thinking and recovery of the 
classical period. This led directly to the Renaissance and new restaurants.

• How are you going to get a wealthy landowner running his complicated life 
to drop everything and travel 1000’s of miles to risk his life for Christ? = 
indulgences. AD 1095

• What is a plenary indulgence? Full escape. “Get out of jail free” card.





Why would you mortgage everything you own to walk 2000 miles  
over two or three years, and fight against another culture?

• It wasn’t because you were bored, or because you felt 
neglected by your parents.

• Most of these crusades involved true piety as a 
motivation and were highly respected by the 
population.

• This occurred to recover Christianity as a culture after 
Islam had conquered most of the original Christianized 
real estate of the Mediterranean basin. 

• Forgiveness of sin [repentance] was prescribed by 
many priests of Europe as to be only found in a major 
life accomplishment - like a difficult pilgrimage or a 
crusade. The plenary indulgence was invented as a 
motivating factor. A full indulgence allowed the person 
to escape the many years of purgatory in the afterlife.



Wearing this 
all day in the 
Middle East 
would be no 
fun! 

Visibility was 
not that bad.



Not this

This is 
more 
accurate





So what is the truth about the Crusades? 

• The Crusades to the East were in every way defensive wars. They were a direct 
response to Muslim aggression—an attempt to turn back or defend against 
Muslim conquests of Christian lands.

• In traditional Islam, Christian and Jewish states must be destroyed and their lands 
conquered. When Mohammed was waging war against Mecca in the seventh 
century, Christianity was the dominant religion of power and wealth. The Christian 
world, therefore, was a prime target for the earliest caliphs, and it would remain 
so for Muslim leaders for the next thousand years.

• In the eleventh century, the Seljuk Turks conquered Asia Minor, which had been 
Christian since the time of St. Paul. The old Roman Empire, now the Byzantine 
Empire, was reduced to little more than Greece. In desperation, the emperor in 
Constantinople sent word to the Christians of western Europe asking them to aid 
their brothers and sisters in the East.

• They were not the brainchild of an ambitious pope or rapacious knights but a 
response to more than four centuries of conquests in which Muslims had already 
captured two-thirds of the old Christian world. At some point, Christianity as a 
faith and a culture had to defend itself or be consumed by Islam. The Crusades 
were that defense.



The Crusade was seen as an errand of mercy to 
right a terrible wrong. As Pope Innocent III wrote to 
the Knights Templar, "You carry out in deeds the 
words of the Gospel, 'Greater love than this hath no 
man, that he lay down his life for his friends.’”

It is sometimes assumed that the central goal of the 
Crusades was forced conversion of the Muslim 
world. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
From the perspective of medieval Christians, 
Muslims were the enemies of Christ and his 
Church. It was the Crusaders' task to defeat and 
defend against them. That was all.

Muslims who lived in Crusader-won territories 
were generally allowed to retain their property and 
livelihood, and always their religion. Indeed, 
throughout the history of the Crusader Kingdom of 
Jerusalem, Muslim inhabitants far outnumbered 
the Catholics. It was not until the 13th century that 
the Franciscans began conversion efforts among 
Muslims – always a difficult mission.



Islamic invasion of 
Europe was halted on 
9/11/1683 by the 
Polish army that 
rescued Vienna. 
Muslims were trying 
to invade Europe 
through 1500s and 
1600s.

Observe: while the 
Protestant-Catholic 
battles were being 
waged, the attempt to 
keep Islam out of 
central Europe was 
also occurring.

Here is a Turkish 
cannon ball stuck 
today in the tower of 
St. Stephen’s Church 
in Vienna.



Life after death – what happens?

• The theological concept of “souls going to heaven” 
developed to explain what happens in the interval between 
death and resurrection. 

• The Christian hope of bodily resurrection leaves an interim 
between when we die and when we are raised from the 
dead. 

• In the New Testament, the dead are said to be “asleep,” as if 
resurrection is something like waking up. Believers who die 
are “with the Lord,” which must mean somehow with Christ.

• “Souls in heaven” is only directly mentioned one time in the 
Bible, in Rev. 6.9 but those souls are not happy.

• If the intermediate state was a great thing why would we 
need the resurrection of the body at some future time?

• Old Testament references to life after death are vague and 
don’t add much.



The medieval view of the 
afterlife in 1320 by Dante 
Alighieri. It is a comedy because 
it has a happy ending. Layers of 
hell, purgatory [a place of 
sanctification and  not 
permanent], and heaven – the 
regions of the world of the 
dead. This is Pilgrim’s Progress 
from the Middle Ages involving 
hundreds of historical 
characters. The subject is 
mankind and how he is justly 
rewarded or punished after 
death for deeds on the earth.

The Bible was in the mind of 
almost every medieval writer.  
Dante enters hell on good 
Friday when Jesus ‘descended 
into hell’ and rises through 
purgatory during Jesus three 
days in the grave arriving in 
Paradise on Easter morning.



The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches [and this was almost universally believed for many centuries]:

All who die in God’s grace, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after 

death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven (1030).

“And whoever says a word against the Son of man will be forgiven; but whoever speaks against the Holy 

Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come” (Matthew 12:32, emphasis added).

In II Maccabees 12:39-46, we discover Judas Maccabeus and members of his Jewish military forces collecting the 

bodies of some fallen comrades who had been killed in battle. When they discovered these men were carrying 

“sacred tokens of the idols of Jamnia, which the law forbids the Jews to wear” (vs. 40), Judas and his companions 

discerned they had died as a punishment for sin. Therefore, Judas and his men “turned to prayer beseeching that 

the sin which had been committed might be wholly blotted out… He also took up a collection... and sent it to 

Jerusalem to provide for a sin offering. In doing this he acted very well and honorably… Therefore he made 

atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin.”

According to Catholics, I Corinthians 3:11-15 is the most straightforward text in all of in pointing to “Purgatory”:

“For no other foundation can any one lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any one builds on 

the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble—each man’s work will become manifest; for 

the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has 

done. If the work which any man has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work 

is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.”

Purgatory in Scripture and History



"Temporal punishments are suffered by 
some in this life only, by some after death, 
by some both here and hereafter, but all of 
them before that last and strictest 
judgment. But not all who suffer temporal 
punishments after death will come to 
eternal punishments, which are to follow 
after that judgment." 

– St. Augustine (The City of God 21:13 [A.D. 
419]).

“Temporal punishments are suffered by some in this 
life only, by some after death, by some both here 
and hereafter, but all of them before that last and 
strictest judgment. But not all who suffer temporal 
punishments after death will come to eternal 
punishments, which are to follow after that 
judgment.” -Augustine (The City of God 21:13 [A.D. 419]).

In the early Middle Ages, purgatory was seen as a 
positive place with angels present to assist the 
purification process but no demons. It was a place 
of rest, like in the parable of Lazarus. 

Purgatory in the later Middle Ages was seen as a place 
of torment and cleansing fire that lasted for 
thousands of years. Fear of purgatory became a 
motive for raising money by the church, thus 
Martin Luther’s 95 Points of Dispute in 1517!

poral punishments after death will come to eternal punishments, which 
are to follow after that judgment." 
– St. Augustine (The City of God 21:13 [A.D. 419]).



1. Priests had the spiritual power of saying Mass, in which 
bread and wine were changed into the body and blood of 
Christ. [Not the taste or smell but the essence.]
2. The Mass was of spiritual benefit both to those who heard it
and to those for whom it was said.
3. For pay, Masses could be said for souls in purgatory, easing
punishments there. Purgatory is the place for Christian souls
who will get to heaven but are temporarily suffering
punishment until their souls are purified (purged of sin, hence,
purgatory).
4. Masses were often funded for this purpose, so that a major
portion of the medieval economy centered on paying for
Masses for the dead, a spiritual service that could be provided
only by a priest.
5. Side altars in churches were devoted to private Masses, 
often attended by no one but the priest who was being paid to 
say them. 

Consider Purgatory



• Medieval churches were lined 
with side alters down the side 
aisles of the nave. These were at 
first very confusing to me!

• This the famous Brancacci 
frescoed chapel in the Santa 
Maria del Carmine church in 
Florence from 1424 by Masaccio.

• Masses were said in these many 
times daily, with usually no one 
attending but the priest.

• In Wittenberg [a fairly small town] 
9000 masses were said and paid 
for in the year 1519 just as Luther 
was beginning to see the light.



• It is interesting that 
Paul, in writing half of 
the New Testament, 
does not mention hell 
directly. 

• He spends time talking 
about life after our 
physical death but 
most of the discussion 
is of the redeemed not 
the unconverted.

• Should you pray for 
your dead relatives 
and friends?



• Much of the 
information we have 
about hell and hades 
comes from the 
gospel and the 
language is highly 
figurative and subject 
to interpretation.

• So we need to give 
our medieval brothers 
a break and not be 
too harsh in their 
overly specific ideas 
of hell and purgatory.



• The afterlife comes 
quickly when you only live 
to age 40. 

• Preparing for that 
occupied the thinking of 
that culture far more than 
today.

• Babies were commonly 
baptized within hours of 
birth [as was Martin 
Luther] because about 
one of every three 
children born, died in 
infancy.



Purgatory Summary
• The concept of Purgatory is a Western Catholic idea coming in the later part of the 

early Church.

• The Churches of the Protestant Reformers reject it.

• Eastern Christianity (for much different reasons) rejects it. [because Eastern 
Christians do not believe in the Western concept of the atonement – there is no 
“debt of sin” to be paid by Christ - as they see it. They think this presses the legal 
concept of guilt too much.]

• Why do Roman Catholics think they may need it? All Reformation Churches would 
agree that after we die, God will "purify us" fully, make us fully holy before we 
enter heaven (usually called glorification). But how that happens is rather vague.

• The Catholic church no longer sells indulgences but indulgences can still be 
“earned”. [Ratzinger/Benedict’s new idea: “Purgatory is a process not a place and 
this doesn’t take years and years but happens in a flash of time.” By linking 
purgatory to Jesus Christ himself as the eschatological fire, Ratzinger separates the 
doctrine of purgatory from the idea of an intermediate state, and thus snaps the 
link that, in the Middle Ages, gave rise to the idea of indulgences.]



Are Indulgences Still Given?

Do you know the pope’s twitter 
account?

• According to a new Vatican decree [July 2013], Pope Francis will be granting indulgences --
or time off in purgatory -- to Catholics who closely follow his Twitter or other social media 
accounts.

• A plenary indulgence remits, or cancels out, the punishment due for committing a sin. 
Every sin entails what the Catechism of the Catholic Church calls "double consequences." 
When we make a full confession of our sins, receive absolution and faithfully perform the 
penance assigned to us by the priest, we are freed from the guilt of our sins. That takes 
care of the first consequence. But because every sin we commit, even venial sins, are signs 
of our attachment to things which are not holy and violate God's law, we must still be 
purified before we can enter the kingdom of heaven. After death, our souls undergo that 
purification in purgatory. That is the second consequence.



Current Catholic Admission of the Indulgence Problem in 
Luther’s Day

“During the late Middle Ages the Church tried to encourage worthy causes by 
granting an indulgence to anyone who made a contribution to the construction of a 
new hospital or the restoration of an ancient church. Sadly, in the 15th and early 
16th centuries, unscrupulous agents of the Church abused these indulgences. In 
market squares and even from church pulpits they played down or even ignored 
the penitential and prayerful conditions of the indulgence, distorting the 
requirements to suggest that anyone could "buy" his or her way out of purgatory by 
"buying" an indulgence. This trafficking in indulgences is one of the abuses to which 
Martin Luther objected, and which the Church banned at the Council of Trent.”

Catholic Belief Explained: “The pope has authority to draw upon the treasury of 
merit and grant the tremendous privilege of a plenary indulgence because Christ 
gave to St. Peter and his successors the power to bind and loose. "I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven" (Mt 16:19).”



It’s the Middle Ages and you 
should see a castle or two.





One of the 
best places to 
see medieval 
castles is to 
take a middle 
Rhine River 
cruise from 
Strasbourg to 
Heidelberg.
You will see 
dozens.



Yersinia pestis bacterium – bad news for Europe 
[After the big one, the plague returns many times. One while Luther was in school.]

• The population of Europe was cut in 
half in 1347-49

• Whole towns were wiped out

• The individual laborer found himself 
with new power

• This radically overturned the balance 
of power and traditional roles of 
peasants and nobles.

• The population of Europe was cut in 
half in 1347-49

• Whole towns were wiped out

• The individual laborer found himself 
with new power

• This radically overturned the balance 
of power and traditional roles of 
peasants and nobles.

• The population of Europe 
was cut in half in 1347-49

• Whole towns were wiped out
• The individual laborer found 

himself with new power with 
high demand for labor

• This radically overturned the 
balance of power and 
traditional roles of peasants 
and nobles

• There were wild 
interpretations of the cause 
of the widespread 
devastation nobles.



Our brothers and sisters were big on the 
number seven:

Seven Virtues

Chastity

Charity

Industry

Temperance

Humility

Kindness

Patience

Seven Deadly Sins

Greed

Pride

Sloth

Gluttony

Lust

Envy

Wrath

Seven Sacraments
Baptism
Eucharist
Penance
Confirmation
Holy Orders [miracle working power]

Anointing the Sick [James 5]

Matrimony



Divine Office – Seven times of Prayer
[from the Psalms “seven times a day will I praise You”

1. Matins (during the night, at midnight with 

some); also called Vigils or Nocturns or, in 

monastic usage, the Night Office

2. Lauds or Dawn Prayer (at Dawn, or 3 a.m.)

3. Prime or Early Morning Prayer (First Hour 

= approximately 6 a.m.)

4. Terce or Mid-Morning Prayer (Third Hour = 

approximately 9 a.m.)

5. Sext or Midday Prayer (Sixth Hour = 

approximately 12 noon)

6. None or Mid-Afternoon Prayer (Ninth Hour 

= approximately 3 p.m.)

7. Vespers or Evening Prayer ("at the lighting 

of the lamps", generally at 6 p.m.)

Seven acts of mercy

1.To feed the hungry.

2.To give water to the thirsty.

3.To clothe the naked.

4.To shelter the homeless.

5.To visit the sick.

6.To visit the imprisoned, or 

ransom the captive.

7.To bury the dead.



Waldo’s Poor Preachers

• The Waldensians were a religious group that arose in the 
late Middle Ages and is now seen as a forerunner to the Protestant 
Reformation. In the beginning the Waldensians were simply a group 
of traveling lay preachers within the Roman Catholic Church, but as 
time went on and they faced mounting persecution, they eventually 
broke from Catholicism and embraced Calvinism.

• Most histories trace the origin of the Waldensians to Peter Waldo, a 
wealthy merchant in Lyons, France. In 1174, Waldo renounced his 
wealth, started giving his money away, and committed to living a life 
of voluntary poverty from then on. In 1176, Waldo became a 
traveling preacher. He hid in the Swiss Alps to avoid being arrested 
prompting the question: Where’s Waldo?

• Others joined his group, and they became known as the Poor Men 
of Lyons. While the early Waldensians still considered 
themselves Roman Catholic, they soon ran into problems with the 
established church for two reasons: they had no formal training as 
clergy, and they were handing out Bibles in the vernacular (instead 
of Latin).



Waldensian Movement
• Waldensians wore rough clothing and sandals, preached repentance 

and could be either a man or a woman. They taught poverty, individual 
responsibility, and self-denial. 

• They promoted evangelism via public preaching and the personal 
study of the Scriptures (in one’s own language) insisting that the Bible 
be their sole authority.

• They publicly criticized the corruption of the Roman Catholic clergy. 
The Waldensians rejected many of the superstitious traditions of 
Catholicism, including prayers for the dead and holy water, and they 
spoke against indulgences and the doctrine of purgatory. 

• Communion, they said, was a memorial of Christ’s death, not a 
sacrifice. 

• The Waldensians could be seen as launching a pre-Reformation reform 
movement.

• Catholic Church did not take kindly to the Waldensian call to reform. In 
1181 the archbishop of Lyons excommunicated the Waldensians. 
Three years later, the pope declared them to be heretics. In 1215 
the Fourth Lateran Council declared an anathema on Waldensian 
doctrine. 

• In the 1230s, persecution against the Waldensians increased and 
lasted for three hundred years.



In the 14th century, John Wycliffe and his 
associates at Oxford translated the Bible 
from Latin into English by hand. This was a 
word for word translation from the Latin 
Vulgate giving a very wooden hearing – like 
Latin 101 class.

Wycliffe’s followers, known as the Lollards, 
went throughout the countryside preaching 
and singing passages of Scripture in English 
and holding Bible studies.

“The laity ought to understand the faith, and since the 

doctrines of our faith are in the Scriptures, believers 

should have the Scriptures in a language familiar to the 

people, and to this end the Holy Ghost endued them with 

knowledge of all tongues.” – John Wycliffe [interesting 

argument!]



Tyndale’s prose became part of our common language and was used later in the 

King James version. Words include ‘peacemaker’, ‘long-suffering’ and 

‘scapegoat’. Many of the phrases he uses appear to be of the popular, semi-

proverbial kind such as, “eat the poore out of house and harbour”. He is also 

responsible for such time-honored phrases as "let there be light," (Genesis 1), 

"the powers that be," (Romans 13), "my brother's keeper," (Genesis 4), "the salt 

of the earth," (Matthew 5), "a law unto themselves," (Romans 2), "filthy lucre" (1 

Timothy 3) and, "fight the good fight"(1 Timothy 6).

In April 1524, William Tyndale, about age thirty, 
sailed to the Continent to launch his translation and 
publishing work. Tyndale would live in exile from 
England for the final twelve years of his life, a 
fugitive and outlaw.
After arriving in Hamburg, Germany, it appears that 
Tyndale first journeyed to Wittenberg to be under 
the influence of Luther. Here Tyndale began the 
work of translating the New Testament from Greek 
into English. It was printed in 1526 in Worms and 
smuggled to England in bales of cotton.



Renaissance humanists began the move towards translating scripture into the vernacular, using the revolution in 
printing to put biblical texts into a greater number of hands.

Ad fontes ‘to the sources’, a favorite motto of Renaissance humanism [this is not the same as modern humanism!].

This is the path of intellectual equality — recognizing the intellectual capability in all, not confined to some 
intelligentsia in a scholastic school.

2016 was the 500th anniversary of one of the most significant events in this tumultuous period. Desiderius 
Erasmus of Rotterdam (1466-1536) published the first edition of his Greek New Testament with Latin 
translation, Novum Instrumentum, in Basel. This was the first time that the Greek text of the NT had been printed.



“The long history of Christendom is astonishingly plentiful in magnificent moral, intellectual, and cultural achievements; 
and many of these would never have been possible but for the conversion of the Roman Empire to a new faith. But it 
has also been the history of a constant struggle between the power of the gospel to alter and shape society and the 
power of the state to absorb every useful institution into itself.”

“We see that violence increased in proportion to the degree of sovereignty claimed by the state, and that whenever the 
medieval church surrendered moral authority to secular power, injustice and cruelty flourished. We find also that early 
medieval society, for all its privations, inequities, and deficiencies, was in most ways far more just, charitable, and 
(ultimately) peaceful than the imperial culture it succeeded, and, immeasurably more peaceful and even more 
charitable (incredible as this may seem to us) than the society created by the early modern triumph of the nation state.”

-David Bentley Hart. Atheist Delusions: The Christian Revolution and Its Fashionable Enemies (p. 86).

Torture was much more a tool of the 
state than of the church. Recent 
scholarship has proved that even the 
Spanish Inquisition was not nearly a 
brutal as originally taught. 

It pales in comparison to violence of the 
last century or the “games” held in the 
coliseum for three centuries in Roman 
times.



The Reformation moved the discussion from the public square to the 
privacy of one’s own conscience.

• As the state became more powerful and nationalistic 
after the Reformation period, the church was [much 
like the American Indians] confined to the reservation. 

• The sphere of influence [like the territories given 
“forever” to the American Indians] shrank continually 
so that the opinion of the church in the culture today 
is almost silent.

• Put another way the separation of church and state 
has freed the state to become all powerful while 
reducing the church to insignificance.

• Have we returned to the original position of 
Christianity in the first century – the tiny minority 
sprinkled throughout a political empire?



“Christendom is the midwife that helped deliver modern nihilism.” This takes 
some careful explanation. Christendom not Christianity.

• If culture becomes tied to Christianity as a foundation, that 
culture will begin to crumble as the foundation is removed. This 
was progressively done over the last 600 years.

• The moral absolutes, established by respect for the worldview of 
the Bible, gave us our basis for law, justice, family life, social 
structure, etc. The vacuum that grows as these are removed 
leads to the chaotic experiments of the last two centuries.

• Examples: the “triumph of Reason” in the French Revolution 
brings the reign of terror, the eugenics movement brings the 
devaluation of human beings and the Third Reich extermination 
camps, the abortion movement devalues a child’s life in favor of 
adult “personal rights”, the concept of total war in nation against 
nation redefines the purpose and cause of human conflict and a 
just war.  



1000-1100
• 1014 Pope Benedict VIII officially added filioque to the Nicene Creed. It means that the Holy Spirit proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. He did this to insist on the equality of the deity. But the Eastern Church insists 
that the Holy Spirit came from the Father through the Son. They are offended that the West altered the 
Creed without an ecumenical council.

• 1033 b. Anselm, father of scholasticism. He proposed the ontological argument for the existence of God. 
He argued for the necessity of the Incarnation and Redemption of Christ. A new understanding of the 
atonement of Christ – not a ransom paid to Satan but a substitution for sinful mankind as a righteous 
protection of the holiness of God.

• 1054 Pope Leo IX's delegate, Cardinal Humbert, laid a sentence of anathema on the alter of St. Sophia, the 
most prestigious Eastern Orthodox church. The two churches are permanently separated

• 1073 Pope Gregory VII excommunicated Emperor Henry IV. The high point of papal supremacy. Henry won 
the battle in the end and Gregory was exiled from Papacy.

• 1079 b. Peter Abelard, the Refiner of Scholasticism. He came to some heretical conclusions. For example, 
he believed that the death of Christ was just a moral example for us to follow. 

• 1079 Under the Seljuk Turks, the Muslims are more determined than previously to keep the Christians 
from making pilgrimages to the Holy Land. Heavy persecution of Christians in Palestine.

• 1093 b. Bernard of Clairvaux, the most influential person of his day. He helped reform the monasteries. He 
was a great preacher, in spite of his allegorical exegesis. He was Augustinian in his doctrines of grace, which 
later gave Calvin and the other reformers an anchor in the High Middle Ages.

• 1096 - 1099 The First Crusade fought for lofty ideals. The pope wanted to save Constantinople, save the 
Byzantine Empire, and thus heal the breech between the Eastern and Western Church. They were able to 
temporarily regain the Holy Land.



1100-1200
• 1100b. Peter Lombard, scholastic author of Four Books on the Sentences, the standard theological text 

for 200 years. It influenced Calvin's Institutes

• 1109 d. Anselm

• 1140 b. Peter Waldo in Lyons, France. He is the founder of an old, old protestant church (300 years 
before Luther). The Waldensian church still exists in some parts of the world today, but in most 
countries it merged with the Methodists and Presbyterians. Waldensians stress the authority of 
scripture and lay preaching. They also come to reject salvation by sacraments

• 1143 d. Peter Abelard

• c. 1147 The Second Crusade. Bernard of Clairvaux was the chief motivator of this crusade, but somehow 
his reputation survives it. It was a disastrous failure. The failure was blamed by the Westerners on the 
lack of commitment of the Eastern Church. The wedge is driven deeper

• 1153 d. Bernard of Clairvaux

• 1174 Peter Waldo converted

• 1179 Two of Waldo's followers (called Waldensians) are laughed out of the Third Lateran Council after 
being tricked into saying that Mary was the mother of Christ. They didn't know they were agreeing 
with Nestorius.

• c. 1181 b. Francis of Assisi

• 1184 Waldensians are declared heretical

• 1187 Muslims retake Jerusalem

• 1189 - 1192 The Third Crusade is an ineffective attempt to recover Jerusalem



1200-1300
• 1200 - 1204 The Fourth Crusade. The Crusaders finished this crusade by looting Constantinople, the seat of 

the Eastern Orthodox church. So much for the lofty ideals of the First Crusade.

• 1209 Innocent III proclaims a "crusade", a papal inquisition, against the Waldensians. Where’s Waldo?

• 1212 The Children's Crusade. The teenaged children felt they could take the Holy Land supernaturally because 
they were pure in heart. Most of them were drowned, murdered, or sold into slavery.

• 1215 Fourth Lateran Council requires annual communion for salvation. Also condemns the Waldensians. They 
are persecuted for the next 600 years. They sought refuge in the Alps, and thus were not directly involved in 
the Reformation of Luther until later. This is also the year King John signed the Magna Carta in England.

• 1216 Papal approval for the Dominicans, the Order of Preachers. Their purpose was to oppose heresy with 
piety, learning and zeal. They sometimes used the Inquisition to find violations.

• 1219 - 1221 The Fifth Crusade. The crusaders temporarily held Damietta in Egypt. Francis of Assisi went with 
the crusaders. He went unarmed into the presence of the sultan and preached to him.

• 1224 St. Francis's Stigmata, a mystical experience of the wounds of Christ.

• c. 1224 b. Thomas Aquinas. Author of Summa Contra Gentiles, an apologetic handbook for Dominican 
missionaries to Jews, Muslims, and heretics in Spain, and Summa Theologica, the theological textbook that 
replaced Lombard's Sentences as the chief theological work of the Middle Ages.

• 1225 St. Francis writes "The Canticle of the Sun", which we know as "All Creatures of Our God and King“.

• 1229 The Sixth Crusade. Frederick II temporarily gained Jerusalem by making a treaty with the sultan.

• 1232 b. Raymond Lull, first missionary to the Muslims.

• 1248 The Seventh Crusade. St. Louis IX of France is defeated in Egypt. This was the last crusade.

• 1290 Edward I issues the Edict of Expulsion and all Jews are removed from England. This lasted until the 
Presbyterians were in control of English government in 1657.



1300-1400
• c. 1300 - 1400 The Black Death. 1/3 of the population from India to Iceland is wiped out, including about 1/2 

of Britain. High point was 1348. The little Ice Age had weakened the population with long winters and poor 
harvests.

• 1309 The beginning of the "Babylonian Captivity of the Church." For 70 years the papacy was in Avignon and 
under the thumb of the King of France. The papacy was pro-France, and Britain was at war with France.

• 1330 b. John Wycliffe, a pre-Reformation theologian in Oxford. He taught that we must rely altogether on the 
work of Christ. "Beware of seeking to be justified in any other way than by His righteousness“.

• 1337 Beginning of the Hundred Years' War. [watch the math here]

• 1349 d. Thomas Bradwardine, who influenced Wycliffe to adopt Augustine's doctrine of grace and to reject 
the Semi-Pelagianism of the Roman Catholic church.

• 1371 b. John Huss, Bohemian pre-reformer. He was greatly influenced by Wycliffe. He rejected indulgences 
and said Christ is the head of the Church, not the pope

• 1377 The end of the "Babylonian Captivity“.

• 1378 The Great Schism. Pope Gregory XI moves the papacy back to Rome. France declares Clement VII pope 
in Avignon. There are two competing popes for close to 40 years

• 1380 b. Thomas a Kempis, author of Imitation of Christ

• 1381 The Peasant's Revolt. 30,000 angry peasants descend on London

• 1381 Because of his sympathy for the peasants, Wycliffe is suspected of involvement with the revolt. He is 
banished from Oxford. During this period, he and his followers translate the Bible from the Vulgate into 
English. Not a great translation but it is a start.

• 1384 d.. Wycliffe, amazingly died of natural causes.



1400-1500
• 1415 Council of Constance condemns Wycliffe

• Jul 6, 1415 Council of Constance burns John Huss, in violation of the Emperor's promise of safe conduct. 
The Emperor is told "It is not necessary to keep one's word to a heretic."

• 1417 The Council of Constance deposes both popes and elects a new one. This ends the Great Schism. It is a 
high point for Conciliarism, the idea that the councils are superior to the papacy

• 1428 The Catholic Church burned the bones of Wycliffe and threw them in the Swift river

• 1452 b. Savonarola, the great preacher. He taught the authority of scripture and understood the 
shortcomings of the Church but he was too radical for Florence.

• 1453 Constantinople falls to the Ottoman Muslims, beginning 300 year attempt to take Europe for Islam. 

• 1453 End of the Hundred Years' War [which lasted 116 years]

• 1456 First printing of the Guttenberg Bible

• 1483 b. Martin Luther

• 1492 Erasmus ordained. Erasmus's Humanist movement was beginning to stir some members of the church 
to moral reform

• 1492 Columbus sails. Repercussions ensue… [To his death he believed he had found the Far East.] 

• 1492 The Spanish Edict of Expulsion requiring Jews and Muslims to leave Spain or convert to Christianity. 
The purpose of the Spanish Inquisition was to see if the “converted” had really converted.

• 1497 b. Philip Melanchthon

• 1498 d. Savonarola died in a fire [that was intentionally set around his feet]



• “So the future is either with modernity or Christian 
medievalism. But why medievalism and not just vanilla 
evangelicalism? Modern evangelicalism is just that-
modern-in love with modernity, in love with 
individualism,  egalitarianism, and perfect boxes. Like 
other moderns, evangelicals have no love of beauty; it is 
at most optional and indifferent, not the rhythm of life. 

• Christian medievalism, however, presents us with a view 
of a whole life, full of truth, beauty, goodness and all 
their nasty contraries. The medieval period is the 
closest thing we have to a maturing Christian culture. It 
was a culture unashamed of Christ and one sharply at 
odds with the values of modernity.

• Where else can Christians look for a vision of normal 
life, of Christianity fleshed out? Do we look to the 
1950's? Life on the American prairie? To Jefferson’s 
concept of a separated church? Modernism had already 
gutted Christian culture long before any of these. 



• Should we look to the Reformation? That period was 
a crucial outgrowth growth of medievalism, but it was 
a period of crass and heroic trauma, of emergency 
living. 

• It was a time to focus on truth amidst a 
slaughterhouse of religious war-but it would be a 
great mistake to try to make emergencies the model 
of a culture, as too many in the Reformed community, 
our community, do-like Cold Warriors twitching over 
the launch buttons after the enemy has retreated.

• The Reformation was real war, and we dare not give 
up the victories gained there, but how do we live 
after the nightly air raids have stopped? 

• That is the vision of Medieval Protestantism-a view 
that picks up the discussion where medievalism was 
silenced by a tyrannical Rome and a blinding 
Enlightenment. Medieval Protestantism is certainly 
not a longing to live in medieval times and wear their 
funny hats. It's an attempt to continue that Christian 
discussion of truth, beauty, and goodness that was 
cut so short.



• The medieval period is not the culmination of Christian culture, but it was 
headed in the right direction. It was telling a wonderful story and headed for 
great things, triumphing with beauty over its enemies. 

• But it never got to complete the story. Christians need to start thinking more 
about plotting the rest of that story, preparing for the death of modernity over 
the next century. It's time to renew our devotion to Christian truth, beauty, 
and goodness-the good life. But in order to continue that discussion, we need 
to search out how our medieval forefathers were progressing before they were 
silenced. 

• We need to learn to scoff at modernity's tired idols and examine the many 
levels of the medieval Christian vision-“Ask for the old paths, where the good 
way is, and walk in them, and you will find rest for your souls" (Jer. 6:16).

• When we look into the "old paths" of our medieval fathers to find rest for our 
souls, it is like finding long lost family, family we've been severed from for 
centuries. We find them to be brothers, refreshingly Christian and not addicted 
to modern idols. We want to kiss them and ask where they have been for such 
a long time”.





The Defenestration of Prague in 1618 [defenestratio = to throw out the window]




