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This is the Strasbourg Cathedral 
looking straight down the nave 
to the east.  Every church built in 
the Middle Ages has this same 
perspective pointing east.

This is the tallest church built 
entirely during the medieval 
period at 46 stories.

Why invest so much effort and 
cash in a space to worship that 
looks like this? 

What errors have crept into the 
church and need to be 
challenged? We must continually 
ask this same question!



The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast

Matther 13.31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 32 Though it is the 

smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and 

becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches.”

33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 

that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked 

all through the dough.”

The picture painted in the Parable of the Mustard Seed by Jesus is of the 

humble beginnings of the church experiencing an explosive rate of growth. 

It grows large and becomes a source of food, rest, and shelter, for both 

believers and false professing individuals that seek to consume or take 

advantage of its benefits while residing or mixing among what was 

produced by the seed (1 Corinthians 5:1; 6:7; 2 Corinthians 

11:13; Galatians 1:7). In other words, Jesus predicts that, while the church 

will grow extremely large from just a small start, it will not remain pure. 

While this is not a condemnation of the "bigness" of modern Christianity, it 

does show us the greatest burden that comes with it. The Parable of the 

Mustard Seed is both a prediction and a warning.



• What was the high point of Christianity in the past 2000 years?
• Did the massive influence that the Church had in the medieval period reflect the best version of the Kingdom of God?
• Did the fact that the Deity of Christ was recognized in every major city in Europe represent the mustard tree growth?
• Does the weakness of the Church in our culture reflect the decline of civilization?
• Does the emphasis on the here and now diminish our view of the afterlife?

AD 30

AD 1000

AD 2018



• Or is this a better presentation of the history of Christianity with ups and downs but gradual progress?
• Does the fact that the creeds build upon the previous versions reflect improved thinking and greater 

consistency in interpreting God’s revealed word?
• Take the view of women as an example, does anyone think that we should return to a Middle Ages view of 

women or take away their right to vote?

AD 30 

AD 2018



The Reformation moved the discussion from the public square to the 
privacy of one’s own conscience. The FAITH vs. Your Faith.

• As the state became more powerful and nationalistic 
after the Reformation period, the church was [much 
like the American Indians] confined to the reservation. 

• The sphere of influence [like the territories given 
“forever” to the American Indians] shrank continually 
so that the opinion of the church in the culture today 
is almost silent.

• Put another way the separation of church and state 
has freed the state to become all powerful while 
reducing the church to insignificance.

• Have we returned to the original position of 
Christianity in the first century – the tiny minority 
sprinkled throughout a political empire?



“Christendom is the midwife that helped deliver modern nihilism.” This takes 
some careful explanation. Christendom not Christianity.

• If culture becomes tied to Christianity as a foundation, as in the 
Middle Ages, that culture will begin to crumble as the foundation 
is removed. This progressively occurred over the last 600 years.

• The moral absolutes, established by respect for the worldview of 
the Bible, gave us our basis for law, justice, family life, social 
structure, science, etc. The vacuum that grows as these are 
removed, leads to the chaotic experiments of the last two 
centuries.

• Examples: the “triumph of Reason” in the French Revolution 
brings the reign of terror, the eugenics movement brings the 
devaluation of human beings and the Third Reich extermination 
camps, the abortion movement devalues a child’s life in favor of 
adult “personal rights”, the concept of total war in nation against 
nation redefines the purpose and cause of human conflict and a 
just war. What was the most peaceful century out of the last 30?



Raphael’s School of Athens 1510 [while Michelangelo was painting next door]



The halves of western history –
1000 years of perspective [the “one” vs the “many” debate]

• AD 100 to 1100

• Idealism [“Plato baptized” 
– God as the ultimate 
reality – the unifying One]

• Dominated by 
Constantinople and Greek 
thought

• Plato and the world of 
Ideas, other-worldliness

• Focus: Theology 

• AD 1100 to 2100

• Realism [“Aristotle baptized” –
the physical world is all we see]

• Dominated by the Humanism 
that grew from the imbalance 
after the Renaissance

• Aristotle and this world, getting 
this world organized into 
categories, particular things 

• Focus: Science



Truth – how to find it and where to find it. 

Truth is truth wherever it is found!

• This is the time when the approach to finding truth changed.

• The scholastic method looked for truth in careful reasoning and 
ancient sources. “What have the ancient sources taught us and what 
are those implications.” E.g. Cur Deus Homo [or Thomas Aquinas]

• The scientific method looked for truth in observation and discovery. 
“God has created a beautiful consistent universe, let’s observe how 
he put it together.” [e.g. Francis Bacon] 

• The weight of the wisdom of the ages vs. evidence in my hand.



The Conservative view looks to the past to find strong and 
lasting values to anchor our beliefs about the world and culture. 
They look at history and find good stuff to remember! [mostly 
people over 40]

The Progressive view looks to the past and finds mistakes that 
should not be repeated. They say about our world and culture, 
“we can do better”. They look at history and see bad stuff to 
leave behind! [mostly people under 40]



Central Cities 
of the West

[Remember when the 
Spirit in Acts told Paul: 

“Don’t go east, go west.”

• Rome 100 BC – AD 300 

• Constantinople [New Rome] AD 300 – 1200

• Venice 1200 - 1400

• Florence 1400 – 1500 [Luther’s time]

• Lisbon 1500 – 1600 

• Amsterdam 1600 -1700

• Paris 1700 - 1800

• London 1800 - 1900

• Berlin 1900 - 1950

• New York 1950 -



Why did an obscure
Augustinian monk 
from Saxony create 
such a sensational 
impact on the Church 
and culture of the late 
Middle Ages?

The printed page!

[heilige schrift = Holy 
Scripture]



The Papacy is 
the Oz behind 
the curtain of 
power in late 
medieval 
Europe.

Martin Luther 
is Toto in 1520!

[see Donation 
of Constantine]



Purgatory [sanctification theory – getting 
clean – in this life or the next life?]
The Reformation churches suggest that the external cloak of the  
goodness and righteousness of Christ will slowly change us on the 
inside, overcoming our sinful, corrupted selves, making us holier, i.e. 
more sanctified as we grow in our Christian life.

• Lutherans would say our inner selves are changed very little over a lifetime.

• Methodists would say we can achieve a great deal of holiness ("entire 
sanctification", "Christian Perfectionism")

• Reformed Christians lie in between Lutherans and Methodists (although closer 
to Lutherans because the old nature is not so easy to overcome). 



As Europe entered the 16th century, it 
was beginning to experience six new 
challenges that would eventually smash 
the “great chain of being” assumptions 
and lay the groundwork for the modern 
world:

1. Renaissance Humanism.
2. The rise of centrally governed nation-
states and powerful monarchs.
3. The discovery and exploration of the 
New World – in 1492. 
4. The invention of the printing press.
5. The Protestant Reformation and its 
consequence, the Wars of Religion.
6. The Rational and Scientific Revolutions 
and a new way of thinking about 
Authority. 



It is a mistake to think that the Church was at a low point at 
the beginning of the Reformation. This was taught for many 
years but is not an accurate viewpoint!

• There are examples of corruption in the Church in every one of the last 
2000 years. It is true that the papacy was in poor condition. 

• The claim that the clergy was uneducated is generally true for 1000 years 
from the close of the western Roman period in AD 500. There was 
resentment of the laity against the clergy because of their untaxed, special 
legal status in society. Society depended on the literate clergy.

• There was massive church building in the century before the Reformation 
began. Thousands of churches were being constructed during the late 
medieval period.

• There was a rise in literacy and piety among the common people. The two 
books that sold out constantly in the 50 years before Luther were the Latin 
Book of Hours which was a prayer book for daily use, and Thomas a’ 
Kempis’ The Imitation of Christ.

• The rising calls for reform of the church come not from apathy but from a 
desire to see the Church more morally consistent in meeting the needs of 
the common people. The Church was central in the lives of most people.



“Where’s my Bible?”

• This is something that from Moses to Martin Luther, no Jew or Christian ever 
said. No one owned a Bible because they were not available or were far too 
expensive. 

• Who is responsible for misinterpretation, if the book/text was never in front 
of you and if you could not read? Sola scriptura can’t work without literacy.

• Getting into the mindset of the middle ages begins with the limitations of 
those centuries.

• For 75% of the history of the Church only a few scholars, monks, priests had 
access to the Word.

• Why resist the translation of the Bible? Because heresy/heretics had been a 
problem from the beginning of the Church! The NT has dozens of warnings 
against heresy and those who misinterpret the faith. [Eg. Jude]



A brief timeline:

John Wycliff

late 1300’s

Jan Hus

early 1400’s

John Guttenberg

mid 1400’s

Martin Luther

early 1500’s

John Calvin

late 1500’s

John Knox

late 1500’s

Synod of Dordt

1618

Westminster Confession

1640’s



The right man at the right time!

• If Luther had lived in Italy or Spain or Bavaria, or if he had lived 100 years earlier, he 
would have died by execution as a heretic like Jan Hus in Prague.

• There was political protection because German’s were tired of sending money to the 
Vatican/Italy.

• Frederick of Saxony was in a long line of German princes who resisted Rome’s 
authority in civil matters.

• The culture was in the early stage of national awareness even though “Germany” was 
made up of 3000 little pieces. [Germany was not formed until 1871 under Otto von 
Bismarck].

• The interest in local language was on the rise. Latin was fading as a communication 
for scholars. E.g.. The Zurich debates were held using German so the 600 locals who 
attended could follow the arguments. Luther knew at least four languages.

• The printing press dispersed thoughts at lightning speed compared to the previous 
millenniums. Luther was the first “best selling author” of Europe.

• Luther had the fiery personality to carry off  the focused decisions that had to be 
chosen to change the Church’s direction. He was also a brilliant, multilingual scholar.





The historical “unity” [?] of the “catholic” church
• There have been divisions in the church since the first century beginning in Acts 

with the first council held in Jerusalem with James presiding. The first divisions 
begin a few weeks after Pentecost!

• Huge split in the 300’s over the nature of Christ: homousias or homoiousias? 
Arius vs Athanasius. The Nicene and later the Athanasian creed were the result. A 
massive part of the East and many of the “barbarian” converted tribes remained 
Arian.

• Another big split in 1054 with the Orthodox Church over the nature of the Holy 
Spirit. This became a permanent division to this day. Who has a right to change 
the Nicene creed after hundreds of years? [Which one do we use?]

• The Hussite rebellion resulted in a successful, sanctioned division with a 
Reformed church based in Prague that was separated from Roman authority a 
century before Luther. [Defenestration – beginning of 30 Years War]



The Renaissance papacy developed in the 15th century, rich in
wealth, artistic splendor, and abuses.

1. The pope was the temporal ruler of most of central Italy and
was frequently involved in Italian power politics, family
intrigue, and warfare.
2. The Renaissance popes built Rome back up after it had fallen into 
decay during the Babylonian Captivity of the 14th century, including the 
new St. Peter’s church and the paintings of Raphael and Michelangelo 
(such as the frescoes on the Sistine chapel) commissioned by Julius II.
3. All this took money, which was raised from the pope’s lands
in Italy, from papal fees and other taxes, and from some new
means of fundraising, such as the aggressive selling of offices
in the papal bureaucracy, as well as indulgences.
4. During Julius II’s reign, an unknown young monk named
Martin Luther visited Rome in 1510, found it disgustingly worldly and 
cynical, and wondered about its spiritual claims as a pilgrimage site.
5. A crisis was brewing: The Renaissance papacy depended on
late-medieval piety for its funding (much of it from Germany),
and late-medieval piety did not approve of the Renaissance papacy.



Ad fontes! [Back] to the Sources! was the rallying cry of Renaissance Humanism. The huge growth in Greek and 
Hebrew learning in the 16th century alongside the publication of biblical manuscripts and versions all combined 
to produce a tumultuous time in the history of the Christian church and in particular, the way it viewed scripture. 

It is this emphasis on the sources and learning the original languages of scripture that prepared the ground for 
the sola scriptura rallying cry of the Reformers, as well as paving the way for the numerous vernacular 
translations that made the scriptures more widely available.  [Peter Waldo and John Wycliffe]

This encouraged and eventually produced public education for common people. Literacy in 1500 in Germany was 
about 30% in the cities but only 5% in the small towns. Over the next century literacy rates rose dramatically.



The creative 
genius:

From wine 
press to 
printing press 
in the 
imagination of 
Johannes 
Guttenberg.

….And 
moveable type 
using 202 
characters.



This map shows the 
explosive spread of the 
printing press by 1500.

Strasburg, Mainz being 
the first in 1450’s.

Paper technology had 
come through the 
Middle East from China 
in the 1200’s. 



The 42 line 
Guttenberg Bible -
first printed 1455. 

Two big needs:
1. An affordable 

Bible [30 gold 
florins = 3 yr
wages].

2. The ability to 
read.



Justice Lifts the Nations by Paul Robert 
on the wall of the Supreme Court in 
Lausanne, Switzerland.

The Bible was the basis of law which 
was the basis of good government.

This played out in history with the 
Reformation influence in England and 
America. [Bloodless Revolution and 
the Revolutionary War – both heavily 
inspired by Presbyterians].

This is to be contrasted with the 
humanism influence in the French 
Revolution and the Bolshevik 
Revolution in Russia.

Very different cultural implications. A 
“tale of two cities”.



[Back to 
Guttenberg]

The other big 
need at the time: 
printed 
indulgences. 
These were 
being printed as 
he worked on 
the Bible project 
in 1454 for 
cashflow.

Full plenary 
indulgence was 
the best you 
could get – or 
buy. 

Full escape from 
purgatory.



Controversy over Indulgences

• Leo X sold archbishopric of Mainz to Albert 
of Brandenburg to raise money to build St. 
Peter’s cathedral

• Albert hired John Tetzel to sell indulgences

• Tetzel: “As soon as a coin in the coffer 
rings, a soul from purgatory springs”



Martin Luther’s Discovery
In 1515 Martin Luther made his great discovery while studying Rom. 1:17

• The Law is about what we do and the Gospel is about what Christ does for 
us.

• Early Luther had a hard time understanding the justice of God – he saw 
only the condemnation and not the provision of God.

• Gospel is revelation of justice of God available to us through Christ’s work

• To Luther, the justice of God was unbearable; yet, Gospel is linked to 
God’s justice

• Justice does not refer to punishment of sinners; righteousness 
[straightness] is given to those who live by faith

• Justification is the free gift of God to sinners: righteousness is 
imputed/credited by God who justifies humans by their faith in Jesus 
Christ



95 Theses [arguments/talking points]

• 95 points for discussion written against 
the sale of indulgences - but not yet 
denying their validity just the misuse of 
them.

• Nailed to the door of the Castle Church 
in Wittenberg on 
October 31, 1517 [which acted as the 
notice board, this was a common 
practice]

• 95 Theses translated, printed, & 
distributed throughout Germany 
within 2 weeks [this was the unusual 
part]



Martin Luther’s 95 
Theses which ignited 
the Reformation in a 
print edition from 1522.

Within only two years, 
Luther's tracts were 
distributed in 300,000 
printed copies 
throughout Germany 
and Europe.

Timing is a big factor in 
history and the printing 
press was the essential 
tool that was only 50 
years old in Luther’s 
lifetime.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/95_Theses


Papal Bulla of Excommunication

• June 1520, Luther was 
threatened by papal bull [bulla
is a leaden seal on a decree] 
Exsurge Domine: “Arise, O Lord, 
a wild boar is loose in the 
vineyard”

• Luther burned papal document 
plus entire canon law

• Luther is now excommunicated

“Since they have burned my 

books,” he said, “I burn theirs.”



Diet of 
Worms (1521)
[this is a second 
chance for Luther 
to retract his 
beliefs by the civil 
authority]

• Charles V, the new Holy Roman Emperor & king of Spain, Austria, the 
Netherlands and “Germany” [this was close to a united powerful Europe]

• Charles not only fought to keep western church unified but also to halt the 
advance of Islam which in 1529 attacked Vienna. Definitely a war with two fronts. 

• Charles said: “Surely one individual could not call into doubt the tradition of the 
entire church?” [Luther didn’t reject but did correct the authority of the Church.]



On 18 April 1521, Luther appeared as ordered before the Diet of Worms. This was 

a general assembly of the estates of the Holy Roman Empire that took place 

in Worms, a town on the Rhine. It was conducted from 28 January to 25 May 1521, 

with Emperor Charles V presiding. Prince Frederick III, Elector of Saxony, obtained 

a safe conduct for Luther to and from the meeting. [Safe conduct had not worked 

for Jan Hus a century earlier. This was still a big risk to Luther.]

Johann Eck, speaking on behalf of the Empire as assistant of the Archbishop of 

Trier, presented Luther with copies of his writings laid out on a table and asked him 

if the books were his, and whether he stood by their contents. Luther confirmed he 

was their author, but requested time to think about the answer to the second 

question. He prayed, consulted friends, and gave his response the next day:

“Unless I can be instructed and convinced with evidence from the Holy Scriptures 

or with open, clear, and distinct ground of reasoning, my conscience is captive to 

the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant, because it is neither safe nor wise to 

act against conscience. I can do no other. Here I stand. God help me. Amen”

Luther was condemned as a heretic now by the civil government and would have 

gone to the stake like Jan Hus except….His German Prince Fredrick protected 

him. 

….and the rest is history….suddenly the individual has new “rights” and 

Christianity breaks into a thousand pieces….



This carving is on the corner of 
the church where Luther 
preached thousands of 
sermons. The Jewish Quarter in 
Wittenberg was just around this 
corner so that Jews had to walk 
past this image every day.

A warning for all of us about 
blind spots in our thinking!

The point of this illustration was 
to show that rabbis were 
feeding error to their people.

What should be your attitude 
toward the Jews of history?

Luther and his ideas about the Jews



At the beginning of his career, Martin Luther was sympathetic to Jewish resistance to the Catholic 
Church, however, he expected the Jews to wake up and convert to his purified Christianity; when they did 
not, he turned violently against them.

In 1543 Luther wrote the “The Jews and their Lies” and condemned their hardness to the gospel as had 
been common for church leaders for hundreds of years. [Jews were found mostly in Eastern Europe and 
Germany because it was made illegal for them to live in Spain, France, or England.]

“I had made up my mind to write no more either about the Jews or against them. But since I learned that 
these miserable and accursed people do not cease to lure to themselves even us, that is, the Christians, I 
have published this little book, so that I might be found among those who opposed such poisonous 
activities of the Jews who warned the Christians to be on their guard against them. I would not have 
believed that a Christian could be duped by the Jews into taking their exile and wretchedness upon 
himself. However, the devil is the god of the world, and wherever God's word is absent he has an easy 
task, not only with the weak but also with the strong. May God help us. Amen.”

He argues that their synagogues and schools be set on fire, their prayer 
books destroyed, rabbis forbidden to preach, homes razed, and property and money confiscated.

Luther’s anti-Semitic books were not allowed in some cities for fear of riots against the Jewish people.



Russian Orthodox Church in 
Tallinn, Estonia. Looks fairly 

new. [only 100 years old]



The much older 
Lutheran Church in 
Tallinn is one block 
away from the 
Russian Orthodox.

Luther’s influence 
arrived in the Baltic 
ports in the 1500’s 
when Russia was 
young and powerless.

The Lutheran Church 
dominated the 
regions of 
Scandinavia for 100’s 
of years.



The National Lutheran 
Church on the main plaza in 
Helsinki, Finland. 

The Catholics were more 
easily pushed out of 
Northern Europe since they 
had arrived very late. 



Can the 
Protestants 
unite?

Luther and 
Zwingli met at 
Marburg in 
September 1529 
to resolve 
differences on 
view of 
communion. 
“Hoc est corpus 
meum” – this is 
my body written 
in chalk on the 
table by Luther. 
Discussion: the 
“real” presence 
of Christ at the 
table.

The merger did 
not happen.



Rome and the Reformers "almost" got back together when in April 27, 1541, Emperor Charles V convened a 

conference at Ratisbon (Regensberg) to discuss reunification of the western church. In his opening statement, 

Charles said that he realized that religious differences had torn Europe apart and had allowed the Turks to drive 

almost into Germany. He wanted to find a peaceful solution.

Pope Paul III also hoped for reconciliation. He sent as his representative Cardinal Contarini, a man of pure life, 

whose views on the doctrine of justification were close to Luther's. The Protestants also wanted peace. They were 

outnumbered in Europe and knew that they must suffer a good deal if some agreement could not be worked out. 

John Calvin turned up to watch the proceedings, but he proved prophetic when he declared that the differences 

between the two sides were too great to be resolved by mere discussions.

Negotiating for the Catholic side were Eck, Pflug, and Gropper. Speaking for the Protestants were Melanchthon, 

Bucer, and Pistorius. The talks followed an outline known as the Regensburg Book,which had been prepared in 

advance by Martin Bucer and John Gropper and read and revised by Cardinal Contarini.

Pope Paul wanted the issue of his authority settled first. Contarini recognized that this was best left until the dispatch 

of easier matters had created a momentum of cooperation. And, in fact, the negotiators quickly came to agreement 

on such doctrines as original sin, free will, and even justification. Calvin rejoiced that the compromises kept "all the 

substance of the true doctrine."

The negotiators skipped over matters of church authority when they saw they were at loggerheads, and moved on to 

discuss the sacraments. But on the Lord's Supper (Eucharist) agreement could not be reached. The Catholics 

insisted that the bread literally became Christ's body and was to be adored; the Reformers declared that Christ was 

merely present, and that adoration of the symbols was idolatry. Attempts to contrive formulas that would allow each 

side to hold its own view failed.

Another Missed Merger: How different history might have been!



First bridge built over the Danube in 
the 1100’s at Regensburg, Germany. 
It immediately became an important 

city in the Middle Ages.



The attempt 
to reunify 
western 

Christianity 
probably 

occurred in 
this building 

in 1541. 



John Calvin, twenty years junior to Luther, was 
identified as a  "Lutheran," but when persecution 
arose in Paris (where he was teaching), he sought 
refuge in Basel. There he penned the first edition of 
a book that was to affect Western history as much 
as any other.
The Institutes of the Christian Religion was 
intended as an elementary manual for those who 
wanted to know something about the evangelical 
faith—"the whole sum of godliness and whatever it 
is necessary to know about saving doctrine." Calvin 
later wrote, "I labored at the task especially for our 
own Frenchmen, for I saw that many were 
hungering and thirsting after Christ and yet that 
only a very few had any real knowledge of him."
In The Institutes, Calvin outlined his views on the 
church, the sacraments, justification, Christian 
liberty, and political government. His unique and 
overarching theme is God's sovereignty. He taught 
that original sin eradicated free will in people. Only 
by God's initiative can anyone begin to have faith 
and thus experience assurance of salvation.



• By 1541 Calvin's reputation had spread: he wrote 
three other books and revised his Institutes.
(eventually amounting to 80 chapters.) He had 
become close friends with leading Reformers like 
Martin Bucer and Philip Melanchthon. He was 
asked to return to Geneva by city authorities, and 
he spent the rest of his life trying to help establish a 
theocratic society.

• Calvin believed the church should faithfully mirror 
the principles laid down in Scripture. In 
his Ecclesiastical Ordinances he argued that the 
New Testament taught four orders of ministry: 
pastors, doctors [teachers], elders, and deacons. 
Around these, the city and Reformed churches 
were organized.

• His role in the infamous execution of Michael 
Servetus in 1553, then, was not an official one. 
Servetus fled to Geneva to escape Catholic 
authorities: he had denied the Trinity, a blasphemy 
that merited death in the 1500s all over Europe. 
Geneva authorities didn't have any more patience 
with heresy than did Catholics, and with the full 
approval of Calvin, they put Servetus to the stake.



Calvin and Reformed Theology

• Reformed and Lutheran theology agree on three Protestant sola statements 
against Roman Catholic theology: sola fide, sola gratia, and sola scriptura. 

• Sola fide (“faith alone”) means we are justified by faith alone, apart from 
works of the Law. Catholics also teach justification by faith, but don’t add 
“alone” because they believe faith must be faith in practice that is producing 
good work as James says. We would say that is sanctification not justification.

• Sola gratia (“grace alone”) means we can never do anything to earn or 
deserve salvation. The word “alone” here excludes merit. Even after grace 
and faith, our work earns no merit before God. 

• Sola scriptura (“scripture alone”) means that nothing is required for salvation 
that is not in the Bible. Here the “alone” excludes the power of the church to 
make new doctrines and impose burdens on people’s consciences that are 
not imposed in scripture. This does not exclude creeds since they merely 
summarize what scripture says.



Yes we can now mention predestination, but…

• Calvin is famous for his doctrine of predestination, 
but his differences from Luther and even from 
Roman Catholic theologians on this point are 
subtle. Catholics had been studying predestination 
for a 1000 years.

• The idea that we can know we are “elect” is 
Calvin’s radical innovation in the doctrine of 
predestination. Faith alone cannot save us unless 
we persevere in faith to the end of our lives. 
Calvin agrees with Augustine that perseverance, 
like the initial gift of faith, is due to God’s grace. 

• “How do you know you are elect?” becomes a 
crucial pastoral question in Reformed theology. 
For Calvin the certainty of election is based on the 
inward and effectual call, which is the work of 
God’s grace—what later Protestants call 
“conversion.” 



• John Knox spent five years in 
England, and his reputation for 
preaching quickly blossomed. But 
when Catholic Mary Tudor took 
the throne, Knox was forced to 
flee to France.

• He made his way to Geneva, 
where he met John Calvin. The 
French reformer described Knox 
as a "brother … laboring 
energetically for the faith." Knox 
for his part, was so impressed 
with Calvin's Geneva, he called it, 
"the most perfect school of Christ 
that was ever on earth since the 
days of the apostles."





[The Netherlands]



Queen Mary - the committed Catholic vs John Knox - the fiery Presbyterian Calvinist. He wrote the treatise The First 
Blast of the Trumpet Against the Monstrous Regiment of Women clearly stating his position. He said, “If there be 
not in her a proud mind, a crafty wit, and an indurate heart against God and His truth, my judgement faileth me!”



Edinburgh Castle

Queen of the Scots, 
Mary Stuart here 
argued with John 
Knox over the future 
of the church in 
Scotland.

Here she gave birth to 
James who became 
James I of England 
when Queen 
Elizabeth I died. 

He authorized a new 
translation of the 
Bible in 1611. He did 
not like Presbyterians.   



The King James Bible was 
produced to suppress 
Presbyterians!







Luther’s ideas spread 
throughout Germany, and 
similar reforming 
movements sprung up in 
England and Switzerland. 

Soon much of Europe was 
embroiled in a civil war [the 
30 Years War], with 
Protestant nationalists 
fighting Catholic 
imperialists for religious 
and political freedom. 

If you get the chance to 
time-travel, avoid the 
1600’s!



Was the 30 Years War really a religious war? NO! 
Religion was the “excuse” nations used to dominate their neighbor 
states and steal real estate!

“From 1635 to 1648, the years of greatest 
devastation, the Thirty Years’ War was principally 
a struggle between two Catholic houses: the 
Bourbons (along with their Protestant allies), 
who were champions of the new state 
absolutism, and the Habsburgs (along with their 
Catholic League allies), who were the defenders 
of the old imperial system.” --David Bentley Hart. 
Atheist Delusions. 

These were political not confessional [religious] 
alliances! This was the beginning of modern, 
“nation against nation” total war in strong 
contrast to conflicts of the Middle Ages. Standing 
armies became the norm after this turning point.



The Peace of Westphalia in 1648 generally brought an end to the European “religious” wars.  Modern Europe is born.





Sweden saved the Protestant cause.
Gustavus Adolphus was “father of modern armies”.



The amazingly 
preserved 
Swedish 
warship The 
Vasa 1628 from 
the height of 
Sweden’s 
power. 

“The Lion of the 
North”, 
Gustavus 
Adolphus, 
saved the 
Protestant 
movement.

Protestant 
North Europe 
vs. Catholic 
South Europe... 
Not quite true.





Gustavus’ victory at Leipzig was complete. He fell on his knees, 
in the midst of the dead and the wounded, and surrounded by 
his men, poured forth aloud his gratitude to God in an ardent 
prayer for this decisive victory. Then he rose to pass from rank 
to rank thanking his brave soldiers for their sacrifices. In his 
dispatch to his chancellor Gustavus wrote: “Although we have 
to deplore the loss of so many brave men, we should before all 
and above all, thank God for His divine protection; for we were 
never in so great a danger.”

The Battle at Leipzig in the 30 Years War, 1631 – the turning 
point.

Gustavus addressed his troops and reminded them that the 
very existence of the Reformation in Germany depended upon 
the outcome of this battle. “We battle not for the honors of 
this world, but for the Word and the glory of God, for the True 
Faith which alone can save us, the Faith which the Catholics 
have cruelly oppressed, and which they would gladly blot out 
of existence.”



• The Peace of Westphalia was a series of peace treaties signed between May and 
October 1648. These treaties ended the Thirty Years' War (1618–1648) in the Holy 
Roman Empire, and the Eighty Years' War (1568–1648) between Spain and the Dutch 
Republic, with Spain formally recognizing the independence of the Dutch Republic.

• The Peace of Westphalia treaties involved the Holy Roman Emperor, Ferdinand III, of 
the House of Habsburg, the Kingdom of Spain, the Kingdom of France, the Swedish 
Empire, the Dutch Republic, the Princes of the Holy Roman Empire, and sovereigns of 
the free imperial cities. 

• The treaties resulted from a massive diplomatic congress, thereby initiating a new 
system of political order in central Europe, later called Westphalian sovereignty, based 
upon the concept of a sovereign state governed by a sovereign and establishing a 
prejudice in international affairs against interference in another nation's domestic 
business. 

• The treaty not only signaled the end of the perennial, destructive wars that had ravaged 
Europe, it also represented the triumph of sovereignty over empire, of national rule over 
the personal will of the Habsburgs. The treaties' regulations became integral to the 
constitutional law of the Holy Roman Empire, and stood as a precursor to later large 
international treaties and thereby the development of modern international law in 
general.

• The treaties did not restore peace all throughout Europe, however, as France and Spain 
remained at war for the next eleven years, but they did create a basis for national self-
determination in religion and the structure of government.



“Behold the glory and the 
misery of mankind:

The glory because he can 
contemplate his own 
existence [unlike plants 
and animals] and the 
misery because he can 
always imagine something 
better than what he has.”

–Pascal’s Pens'ees 
meaning “Thoughts” 

[ He died before he could 
organize them into a full  
book.]

Pascal's Wager is an argument in philosophy and suggests that humans bet with 
their lives that God either exists or does not.
Pascal argues that a rational person should live as though God exists and seek to 
believe in God. If God does not actually exist, such a person will have only a finite 
loss (some pleasures, luxury, etc.), whereas they stand to receive infinite gains (as 
represented by eternity in Heaven) and avoid infinite losses (eternity in Hell). 
[This comes from the mind of a Christian mathematician.]



A word about the Anglican path.
• Anglican is from a Latin word meaning “English,” and refers to the 

Church of England. The Anglican communion is a worldwide 
fellowship of national churches in communion with the established 
Church of England. Its main American branch is the Episcopal Church.

• Anglican theology is described as a via media, a “middle way” 
between Catholicism and Protestantism. Its most important 
document, the Book of Common Prayer, contains a liturgy with many 
Catholic elements. Its theology in the 39 Articles leans Reformed.

• The Church of England was required by Parliament in the Act of 
Uniformity (1559) to conduct services according to the Book of 
Common Prayer. Under Elizabeth I and for much of the 17th century, 
it was illegal not to go to church.

• The Puritans were Reformed theologians who wanted to further 
reform the Church of England according to the word of God, 
purifying it of remaining Roman Catholic customs. They were called 
non-conformists.

• The great document of English Puritanism is the “Westminster 
Confession” (1647), composed by an assembly of Puritan theologians 
at the request of Parliament during the English Civil War.



Puritans and Presbyterians

• The “Westminster Confession” is a classic statement of the 
covenant theology that had developed in the Reformed 
tradition. A key teaching of covenant theology, going back to 
Calvin, is that the Old Testament and the New Testament are 
two administrations of one and the same covenant of grace in 
Jesus Christ.

• The Presbyterians were Puritans who were convinced that the 
church should be governed by synods or councils of ministers 
holding the New Testament office of elder or presbyter. 

• “Presbyter” comes from the Greek term presbuteros, which 
means “elder.” The Presbyterians believed in the equality of 
all ministers, and hence rejected a hierarchy of ministers.





Historical Background

• King Charles I tried to rule as an absolute monarch.

• The King was head of the Church of England.

• Parliament opposed the king, leading to a civil war.

• Scotland agreed to support Parliament, if they would sign the 
Solemn League and Covenant, agreeing to reform the Church of 
England.

• Church of England was “high church” and had 39 Articles and 
Book of Common Prayer, both of which were flawed in the eyes of 
Scots and Puritans.

• Parliament called for an assembly of 121 leading theologians to 
reform the church, its worship and doctrine, starting in 1643.



Westminster Confession
1. Of the Holy Scripture

2. Of God, and of the Holy Trinity

3. Of God's Eternal Decree

4. Of Creation

5. Of Providence

6. Of the Fall of Man, of Sin, and Sin’s Punishment 

7. Of God's Covenant with Man

8. Of Christ the Mediator

9. Of Free Will

10. Of Effectual Calling

11. Of Justification

12. Of Adoption

13. Of Sanctification

14. Of Saving Faith

15. Of Repentance unto Life

16. Of Good Works

17. Of the Perseverance of the Saints

18. Of the Assurance of Grace and Salvation

19. Of the Law of God

20. Of Christian Liberty, and Liberty of Conscience

21. Of Religious Worship, and the Sabbath Day

22. Of Lawful Oaths and Vows

23. Of the Civil Magistrate

24. Of Marriage and Divorce

25. Of the Church

26. Of the Communion of Saints

27. Of the Sacraments

28. Of Baptism

29. Of the Lord's Supper

30. Of Church Censures

31. Of Synods and Councils

32. Of the State of Men after Death, and of the Resurrection of 
the Dead

33. Of the Last Judgment



Arminianism

1610: The 5 Remonstrances [protests]

1. God elects or rejects on the foreseen faith or unbelief. 

2. Christ died for all men although only believers are saved.

3. The free will of man due to only partial depravity

4. Grace may be resisted.

5. Whether or not all who are regenerate will certainly 
persevere requires further investigation.



Synod of Dordt

• Dordrecht, Netherlands: 1618-1619

• Established the “Canons of Dordt”

• Rejected the 5 Remonstrances

• Affirmed Reformed doctrine

• 5 Points of “Calvinism”: T.U.L.I.P.

• “Calvinism” vs. Calvin



Canons of Dordt: 5 Points of “Calvinism”

1. God unconditionally elects, from the foundations of time, some 
to salvation. 

2. Christ’s Atonement was intended to be effective only for the 
elect.

3. Man is so depraved [weakened by original, radical sin nature] 
that divine grace is necessary and sufficient to bring man to 
faith. 

4. This grace can not be resisted.

5. All who are truly regenerate will certainly persevere [remain 
converted]. 



Arminianism vs. “Calvinism”

• Foreknowledge of faith

• Christ died for all, only 
some saved

• Free will - Partial depravity

• Resistible Grace

• Perseverance uncertain

• Unconditional election

• Efficient only for elect

• Grace required to bring man 

to faith

• Effective Grace

• Perseverance certain



Man’s Ability summarized by Augustine [AD 400]

Pre-Fall 

Man

Able to sin

Able to not sin

Reborn 

Man

Able to sin

Able to not sin

Glorified 

Man

Able to not sin

Unable to sin

Post-Fall 

Man

Able to sin

Unable to not sin



TULIP – short summaries

• Total Depravity inability

• Unconditional Election not man’s choice

• Limited Atonement efficient

• Irresistible Grace surely

• Perseverance of the Saints security



One Word “Summaries”

• Catholic Church: Merit

• Luther: Justification

• Anabaptists: Baptism [believing adults only]

• Calvin: Sovereignty 

• Arminius: Ability

• “Calvinism”: TULIP [appropriately Dutch]



The Semi-Pelagian [non-Reformed] Narrow Catechism [common in Middle TN and 
appropriately given in King James Old English]

9. Q: What is the assurance of thy salvation? 

A: The assurance of thy salvation is, that I know the date on which I prayed the 
Sinner's Prayer, and have duly written that date on an official Decision Card.

23. Q: What is sanctification? 

A: Sanctification is the work of my free will, whereby I am renewed by having 
my Daily Quiet Time. 

29. Q: What are the seven deadly sins? 

A: The seven deadly sins are smoking, drinking, dancing, card-playing, movie-
going, baptizing babies, and having any creed but Christ. 



Pietism and the Children of the Reformation

• This grew out of an attempt to answer the question, “How do I know 
that I am in the faith and that my redemption is secure?”

• If justification comes by faith, what can I do to make certain that my 
“faith” is genuine and that I will make it to heaven?

• The signs of faithfulness develop into a legalism code: “if I do these 
things and avoid these other things then I can be sure that I am going 
to make it.” 

• Heavy focus on the “experience” of being a Christian as signs of true 
faith. [this is practically similar to medieval Catholic view] 

• Heavy focus on the “conversion experience” to support security.



Pietism of the 1700’s
• Pietism is an historical movement which arose within the 

Protestantism of Continental Europe during the late 
seventeenth century. Usually date its beginning from Philip 
Jacob Spener’s publication of his Pious Desires in 1675. Seen 
among the Reformed and Lutheran churches. 

• By the middle of the eighteenth century it had largely run its 
course but has been incorporated in various movements 
down to the present day.

• Pietists were interested in the religious renewal of the 
individual, belief in the Bible as the unfailing guide to faith 
and life, a complete commitment to Christ which must be 
evident in the Christian’s life, the need for Christian nurture 
through the faithful use of appropriate devotional aids, 
including sermons and hymns, and a concern to apply the love 
of Christ to alleviate the social and cultural ills of the day.

• This focus was on the individual devotional life. Five centuries 
earlier these spiritual energies would have likely pushed the 
person to a monastery or convent.

• The Pietists themselves generally believed and often asserted 
that their movement was a second phase of the Reformation.



The Broader Context of Pietism – Church/State Downside
• Pietism has its roots in a definite historical context. Behind it were related 

developments within the three major Protestant communions of the 
seventeenth century: the Anglican, the Reformed, and the Lutheran. 

• All three branches of mainstream Protestantism had chosen to establish 
national churches, which were closely tied to a political structure, and to which 
almost the whole population belonged, unless they were Jews.

• Under these circumstances the moral tone of these churches was weak. To 
make matters worse, the close affiliation between state and church resulted in 
the appointment of persons as members of the clergy who were often 
unqualified, both religiously and morally, and sometimes downright 
incompetent.

• It is not surprising, therefore, that church life tended to be shallow, and that 
meaningful religious commitment on the part of church members was 
frequently lacking among both clergy and laity.

• For example: In England and the Colonies, Puritan piety put emphasis upon 
sincere repentance, the meticulous observance of God’s law as found in both 
the Old and the New Testaments, including a stringent observance of the 
sabbath, and the progressive cultivation of a godly character. Very direct, 
austere preaching, wider use of  emotional hymns, and devotional aids were 
promoted.

• Note: hymns use more and more emotional language as this movement turns 
into the revivalism of the 19th century.





Toleration of Protestant 
thought led to an 
acceptance of a wide 
variety of interpretations 
of the Christian way of 
life and of the Bible 
resulting in more than 
2500 denominations 
around the world today.

This developed into an 
“every man for himself” 
mentality in religious 
views that continues to 
this day. 

“This is MY truth.”



Some groups develop 
their own narrow view of 
church history.

Their view of God and 
the interpretation of 
Scripture hardly matches 
a fair understanding of 
the history of the 
Church.



• Then there are those who see 
heresy in every corner of the 
last 2000 years.

• They see themselves as “the 
remnant” of truth and 
promote the idea of separation 
from every other vision of 
grace but their own.

• They see the true as only 
.00000000001% of humanity.

• Lord, give us Your eyes that we 
may have the widest possible 
vision of Your grace!



Hey – this chart even includes pictures. Note the Millerites of 1844.



Better 
include one 
for us 
Presbyterians





• In the 17th century, Christians of many 
theological persuasions took the 
hazardous journey across the Atlantic, to 
the promise of religious freedom and 
economic prosperity in the New World. 

• Quakers came to Pennsylvania, Catholics 
to Maryland, and Dutch Reformed to New 
York. Later came Swedish Lutherans and 
French Huguenots, English Baptists and 
Scottish Presbyterians. 

• With the exception of some Puritan 
communities, there was no attempt to 
impose religious uniformity in America. 

• Separation of church and state: was this a 
good thing? What is a balanced view?

The American Experiment in Freedom of Choice



Government and the Church: Experimenting with 
authority...Who holds divine rights?

• Western civilization represents a long line of experiments with 
authority and government.

• The state is happy to use anything that supports its power including 
the church. In the conflict between church and state over authority to 
rule and to create laws, the church lost.

• This is a downside to the Reformation theology that made faith a 
more personal matter. 

• Who is the source of authority under God: kings, nobles, the common 
people? Is there hope that any government represents goodness and 
God’s law?

• What is our responsibility to government and the state? 



400 Years of American Thought 

Calvinism

1610–1750

Deism

1750–1787

Calvinism 
resurgence

1787–1830

Transcendentalism

1830–1850

Social Darwinism

1850–1885

Social Gospel

1885–1920

Theological 
Liberalism

1920–1930

The “New Deal”

1930–1963

Postmodernism

1963-present



Why polish brass on a sinking ship? An over emphasis on 

the return of Christ takes away the initiative to solve the problems around us.

• “He is so heavenly minded that he is no earthly good.” The Millerites.

• The path of out of balance eschatology and the dispensational 
movement of the late nineteenth century.

• The Scofield reference Bible and fundamentalism - “Let’s agree on the 
basics”.

• Seven resurrections? The frontier camp meetings become the “last 
things” conferences.

• Results in a pessimism of the culture so why waste time trying to fix 
it. Cynical views of cultural improvement.



The last 150 years have seen regular attempts to predict the second coming of Christ. 
All have one thing in common – being 100% wrong.



Another version of history from a 
prophetic concept of Old 
Testament numerology. 

Too much math.

What is this trying to say about 
God’s purpose for mankind?



Civil religion is the optimistic view that society is getting better every day 
through reforms of our culture. Macro version and micro version.

• Harmony, Pennsylvania and Utopia, 
New York. The Harmony Society and 
the Amish communities. Separate 
yourselves from the evil that surrounds 
you.

• The temperance movement, the 
abolitionist movement, the feminist 
suffrage movement, the Moral 
Majority movement.

• Can civil religion form the basis of a 
good society? This is different 
experiment than that of Christianity in 
the Middle Ages.



In a 2006 article in the William & Mary Bill of Rights Journal, 
Frederick Mark Gedicks points out the impotence of civil 
religion in a pluralist society: “The irony of civil religion is 
that it is supposed to provide a substitute for the 
established church, a means of morally instructing and 
spiritually unifying the people so as to bind them to 
republican government. Yet, in a radically plural society like 
the United States, like most of the countries of 
Western Europe, there is no set of religious beliefs that is 
both sufficiently broad to command the assent of most 
citizens and, at the same time, sufficiently deep to contain 
serious theological content.” 

“He is skeptical, as am I, that a pluralist society can have a 
civil religion with any meaningful content to it.” –Peter 
Leithart

The Fruits of the “Civil Religion” experiment in America.



A few words about 
Revivalism and Great 
Awakenings of the 18th and 
19th centuries.

The frontier camp 
meetings pictured here are 
what helped create the 
denominations that 
surround us in Middle 
Tennessee. Eg. Church of 
Christ, Cumberland 
Presbyterians, the 
Southern Methodists and 
the Southern Baptists.



The Great Awakenings:

First Great Awakening in England and the Colonies 
[1740’s]: John Wesley, George Wesley, George Whitfield, 
Jonathan Edwards 

Second Great Awakening in America [1830’s]: Charles 
Finney, John Campbell, Barton Stone, James McGready

Revivalism by developed technique [1880 -1920]: Dwight 
Moody, Billy Sunday, Billy Graham

Byproducts: charismatic movement [experience is more 
important than knowledge], bible study movement, 
student/campus evangelism, growth of missionary work, 
dispensational movement.



The next evening, Finney preached on wickedness, his voice 
like "a fire … a hammer … [and] a sword." But he offered no 
chance to respond. The next night, the entire town turned out, 
including a man so angry with Finney that he brought a gun 
and intending to kill the evangelist. 

But that night, Finney again offered congregants a chance to 
publicly declare their faith. The church erupted—dozens stood 
up to give their pledge, while others fell down, groaned, and 
bellowed. The evangelist continued to speak for several nights, 
visiting the new converts at their homes and on the streets.

He rode from town to town over what was known as the 
"burned-over district," a reference to the fact that the area 
had experienced so much religious enthusiasm that it was 
thought to have burned out. Newspapers, revivalists, and 
clergy took notice of the increasingly rowdy meetings—
meetings unlike those of reserved Calvinists.

The Second Great Awakening in New England was unlike the First 
100 years earlier. This one developed extreme revival techniques: 
the alter call, loud prayers that named individuals, the anxious 
bench, etc. Result: rise of the major cults. Mormons, JW, CS, 7thDay



• Any remaining moral authority in 
America  comes from the theological 
scraps left over from the earlier culture 
of this nation. The light that comes from 
civil religion is dim indeed.

• The “personal faith” perspective, which 
is an unfortunate and misguided product 
of the Reformation, gives Christianity a 
weak influence in the culture and ends 
with a self-centered “my truth”.

• There has been a shift in the last 500 
years from external truth to internal 
experience.

• Systematic theology vs. practical 
theology.



Karl Barth – rethinking theology terms [Swiss/German]

• Barth’s break with other neo-Orthodox and liberal 
theologians involved a return to a Christ-centered 
orthodoxy. 

• Barth’s Christo-centrism affects not just his doctrine of 
humanity but his doctrine of God. The event of revelation 
is an act of God. It is a trinitarian act of self-revelation, 
which is the root of the doctrine of the Trinity. 

• God the Father is revealed through the concrete 
demonstration of the person of Christ and made available 
to us in the Holy Spirit.

• The fundamental act of divine revelation is the election of 
Jesus Christ. In choosing the man Jesus, God decides who 
God is as well as how he reveals himself to his creation.

• Election is not a hidden decree about who gets saved and 
who doesn’t, but good news about the eternal being of 
Jesus Christ, who is God for us. Christ is the center of the 
history of the universe. It was built to reveal Himself to us.



Evangelicalism and Fundamentalism

• Fundamentalists got their name from a series of books 
called The Fundamentals, published in 1910–1915. A variety 
of authors, including scholars, professors, pastors and 
evangelists, contributed articles to the 12 volumes. The 
name referred to fundamental doctrines of the Christian 
faith which evangelicals thought Liberal theologians were 
abandoning.

• In 1922, Liberal Baptist Harry Emerson Fosdick set the initial 
terms of the debate with a sermon called “Shall the 
Fundamentalists Win?”

• Presbyterian Professor J. Gresham Machen presented the 
Fundamentalist side of the debate in his book Christianity 
and Liberalism (1923). He left Princeton Seminary over this 
and started Westminster Seminary.

• Evangelicals today don’t want to be called Fundamentalists.



How Should We Then Live: The Rise and Decline of Western Thought and 
Culture was a major Christian cultural and historical documentary film series 
and book. The book was written by presuppositionalist theologian Francis A. 
Schaeffer and first published in 1976.

• “There is a flow to history and culture.”
• “People have presuppositions [core beliefs], and they will live more 

consistently on the basis of those presuppositions than even they 
themselves may realize,” Schaeffer wrote. 

• He was talking this way when most evangelicals were unaware of the storm 
of worldviews that was coming. He perceived the presuppositions of the 
looming humanistic and secular worldview as showing up first in art and 
high culture. He was right. 

• While most evangelicals were watching Superman and taking their kids to 
the newly opened Walt Disney World, Schaeffer was listening and watching 
as a new worldview was taking hold of the larger culture.

• All worldviews begin with a statement of faith since no worldview can be 
proven absolutely. We seek the balance of received truth from the past and 
an attempt to make our future world and lives better to the glory of God.



• In order to speak to the culture, the Christian must study it, recognizing that all truth 
is God’s truth and that the pursuit of the arts and sciences reflects the creative 
image of God in man, even if often marred by the effects of the Fall. 

• Schaeffer makes it clear that man and his intellectual and creative endeavor to 
discover God’s world are in themselves “good” but can lead to false and 
contradictory conclusions when free human beings pursue them.

• Christians should examine, embrace, and operate out of a Christian worldview 
derived from the Bible and not from the culture around them. The Christian 
worldview explains the nature of man and the universe (for example, why he is both 
cruel and kind, why he has ultimate value and dignity), providing ultimate meaning 
for all reality, while the secularist/humanist worldview does not and cannot, since it 
begins with man as an independent being and has no unifying ultimate perspective. 

• This inability to discover final meaning is a weakness in the humanist view that the 
Christian can press to advantage as a proof of the truth of the Christian faith. 

• This Christian worldview is not practiced to win arguments but to lead people to see 
the truth that Christ demonstrated in his life, and to provide a foundation for 
existence in God’s world that enables man to balance truth absolutes and freedom 
within biblical boundaries.



1500-1600

• 1507 Luther is ordained as a priest at Erfurt

• 1507 Henry VIII becomes King of England in 1509

• 1509 b. John Calvin

• 1510 Luther sent to Rome on monastic business. He saw the corruption of the church

• 1513 Leo X becomes Pope

• 1515 While teaching on Romans, Luther realizes faith and justification are the work of God

• 1517 Zwingli's reform is also underway in Switzerland. Preached verse by verse through Matthew.

• Oct 31, 1517 Luther nails his 95 Theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg. 

• 1519 Charles V becomes Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire

• Apr 17, 1521 Martin Luther at the Diet of Worms. “Here I stand.”

• 1529 The Colloquy of Marburg Luther and Zwingli met, but their differences on the Lord's Supper remained.

• c. 1532 Calvin's conversion

• 1534 Henry VIII declares himself "The only supreme head in earth of the Church of England"

• 1536 Menno Simons rejects Catholicism, becomes an Anabaptist, restores that movement to pacifism.

• 1536 William Tyndale burned at the stake. He was the first to translate the Bible into English from the original languages.

• 1536 First edition of Calvin's Institutes

• 1540 Jesuit order is founded. The Catholic Counter-Reformation is under way.

• c. 1543 Knox converted

• 1545 The Catholic Council of Trent begins

• 1546 d. Luther



1500-1600 continued

• 1547 The young Edward VI becomes King of England. The Duke of Somerset acts as regent, and many reforms take place

• 1549 Consensus Tigurinus brings Zwinglians and Calvinists to agreement about communion

• 1553 Mary Tudor (Bloody Mary) begins her reign. Many protestants who flee Mary's reign are deeply impacted by exposure to a more true
reformation on the continent. John Knox is among them and he spends important training years with Calvin in Geneva.

• 1558 Elizabeth I is crowned, the Marian exiles return.

• 1559 Last edition of the Institutes by Calvin

• 1559 The Act of Uniformity makes the 1559 Book of Common Prayer the standard in the Church of England and penalizes anyone who fails to 
use it. It is not reformed enough for the Puritans.

• 1560 b. Jacobus Arminius

• 1560 Parliament approves the Scot's Confession, penned by the six Johns (including Knox)

• 1561 d. pacifist Anabaptist leader Menno Simons

• 1563 The Council of Trent is finished

• 1564 d. John Calvin

• 1567 - 1568 The Vestments Controversy. Puritans did not want the ceremony and ritual symbolized by the robes of the Church of England.

• 1571 Thirty Nine Articles are finalized. Anglicans have a Reformed theology and Catholic ceremony.

• 1572 d. John Knox

• 1572 Massacre of St. Bartholomew's Day, the worst persecution of Huguenots. Thousands killed and many more leave France.

• 1582 The General Assembly in Scotland, with Andrew Melville as moderator, ratifies the "Second Book of Discipline." which has been called 
the Magna Carta of Presbyterianism.

• 1596 b. Moses Amyrald, founder of Amyraldianism, which is basically Calvinism minus limited atonement. Amyraldianism became the theology 
of the School of Saumer in France

• 1596 b. Descartes, founder of rationalism

• 1598 Edict of Nantes grants Huguenots greater religious freedom.



1600-1700

• 1603 Arminius takes the position that predestination is based on fore-knowledge

• 1603 James I becomes King

• 1604 The Puritans meet James at Hampton Court. Their hopes are dashed

• 1609 d. Jacobus Arminius

• 1610 b. Brother Lawrence

• 1610 The Arminians issue the Remonstrance containing 5 articles

• 1611 The King James Version, the most influential English translation of the Bible

• 1616 b. Puritan John Owen, called the Calvin of England

• 1618 The Book of Sports is published. It contradicts the Puritan view of the Sabbath, but Puritans are forced to read it

• 1618 - 1619 The Synod of Dort is called in the Netherlands to answer the Arminians. The response forms 5 point 
Calvinism

• 1620 Plymouth, Massachusetts colony founded by Puritans

• 1623 b. Blaise Pascal

• 1625 Charles I becomes King. He too is against the Puritans

• 1628 William Laud becomes Bishop of London and steps up oppression of the Puritans

• 1628 b. Puritan John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim's Progress among many other works of poetry and prose

• 1629 Charles I dismisses Parliament

• 1630 John Winthrop and many Puritans migrate to America

• 1632 b. John Locke, founder of empiricism

• 1636 Harvard founded by Puritans to teach theology



1600-1700 continued

• 1638 The National Covenant

• 1640 Charles I summons Parliament. They decrease his power.

• 1643 The Solemn League and Covenant

• 1643 - 1646 The Westminster Assembly

• 1646 Cromwell’s New Model Army defeats the King at the Battle of Naseby

• 1647 George Fox founds the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

• 1649 Charles I is executed. Oliver Cromwell becomes Lord Protector. Jews allowed back into England.

• 1654 Conversion of Pascal. He started collecting notes for an Apology for the Christian Religion. It was unfinished, but his 
notes were published posthumously as Pensees

• 1658 Charles II becomes King of England

• 1661 - 1663 John Eliot publishes the Bible in Algonkian, a Native American language. Over the course of his life he also 
helped plant at least 14 Native American churches

• 1662 d. Pascal

• 1662 New Act of Uniformity, over two thousand Puritan pastors resign or are forced out

• 1675 Philip Jacob Spener's Pia Desideria helps begin the pietist movement

• 1675 Edict of Nantes is revoked, making Protestantism illegal again in France. Many huguenots emigrated, some stayed 
and met in secret

• 1685 b. J.S.Bach, called the fifth evangelist.

• 1687 d. Turretin. His Institutes of Elentic Theology were published the next year.

• 1688 William and Mary take the throne in the Bloodless Revolution. Puritans are free to preach and establish their own 
churches.



1700-1800
• 1703 b. Jonathan Edwards

• 1706 Francis Makemie founds the first Presbytery in America in Philadelphia

• 1714 b. Immanuel Kant, a leader of the Romantic movement. He said knowledge is not what is, but only what our 
minds can grasp

• 1714 b. George Whitefield

• c. 1720 During the 1720's, revival breaks out as Theodore Frelinghuysen preaches in New Jersey. Revival spreads 
through Gilbert Tennant to New Brunswick. It is the first stirrings of the First Great Awakening

• 1734 - 1737 The Great Awakening continues as Jonathan Edwards preaches in Massachusettes. Revival spreads to 
Connecticut

• 1739 - 1741 George Whitefield joins Edwards. He traveled diligently, traveling between England and America 13 times, 
and was able to reach about 80% of the colonists with the gospel

• 1739 The Methodists begin as a parachurch society in London

• 1741 The conservative Old Side/ pro-revival New Side controversy in American Presbyterianism

• 1746 Princeton founded by the Presbyterians

• 1754 Dartmouth founded for Native Americans

• 1758 Old Side/New Side schism healed

• 1759 b. Charles Simeon, founder of low-church party of Church of England

• 1759 b. William Wilberforce, an evangelical in the Church of England, who fought against slavery and wrote Real 
Christianity

• 1761 b. William Carey

• 1764 Brown founded by Baptists

• 1766 Rutgers founded by Dutch Reformed. All these new colleges were fruit of the Great Awakening



1700-1800

• 1768 Lady Huntingdon, who brought Methodism to the upper classes and founded "The Countess of Huntingdon's 
Connexion", opened Trevecca House as a Methodist Seminary

• 1770 d. Whitefield.

• 1772 b. Archibald Alexander, who would organize Princeton Theological Seminary.

• c. 1773 - 1775 Founded, the first black Baptist church in America, Silver Bluff, South Carolina

• 1779 Olney Hymns produced by John Newton and William Cowper. It includes "How Sweet the Name of Jesus 
Sounds" and "Amazing Grace"

• 1784 John Wesley baptizes Thomas Coke, making Methodism a denomination separate from the Church of England

• 1787 Archibald Alexander at Hampton Sydney College. May be considered the first early stirrings of the Second Great 
Awakening

• 1791 d. Lady Huntingdon

• 1792 Particular Baptist Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Heathen founded, later called the Baptist 
Missionary Society

• 1792 b. Charles Finney, inventor of modern revivalism

• 1792 William Carey preaches "Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God."

• 1795 London Missionary Society founded

• 1797 b. Charles Hodge

• 1799 Church Missionary Society founded

• 1799 Friedrich Schleiermacher's On Religion: Speeches to its Cultured Despisers presented Christianity in a Romantic, 
subjective light. Precursor to Liberalism



1800-1900

• 1800 The first camp meeting in Kentucky is presided over by Calvinist James McGready

• 1801 William Carey's Bengali New Testament published

• 1801 The Cane Ridge Revival in Kentucky is an early stirring of the Second Great Awakening

• 1808 Henry Martyn publishes the New Testament in Hindustani

• 1809 Harvard having been lost to Unitarianism, Andover Seminary is founded

• 1812 Princeton Seminary founded

• 1812 b. James Henley Thornwell, the great Southern Presbyterian mind whose influence is still felt in the PCA. Sadly, 
he defended slavery.

• 1813 b. David Livingston, missionary and explorer in Africa

• 1813 b. Soren Kierkegaard

• 1816 African Methodist Episcopal Church founded by Richard Allen, a freedman who had been the first black 
Methodist to be ordained as a deacon

• 1824 Charles Finney leads revivals from Wilmingham to Boston. The Second Great Awakening is underway

• 1825 Charles Hodge founds the Princeton Review

• 1833 - 1841 The Oxford Movement, or the Tractarian Movement, attempts to bring the Church of England closer to 
Catholicism. Tried to popularize the Via Media. Led by John Henry Newman

• 1834 d. William Carey, called "the Father of Modern Missions"

• 1834 b. C.H. Spurgeon

• 1835 Hodge's Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans

• 1835 Finney's Lectures on Revivals

• 1835 - 1837 Adoniram Judson translates the Bible into Burmese



1800-1900

• 1837 b. Abraham Kuyper

• 1837 Old School/New School controversy splits American Presbyterianism

• 1851 b. B. B. Warfield, Princeton theologian who would defend inerrancy

• 1852 b. Adolf Schlatter, a respected conservative voice in liberal Germany

• 1854 Doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of Mary

• 1855 d. Kierkegaard

• 1857 Finney's Lectures to Professing Christians written to influence the practice of "Christian Perfection"

• 1859 Origen of Species, Darwin

• 1860 Essays and Reviews published. A liberal manifesto by 7 Church of England priests

• 1861 Spurgeon moves to the Metropolitan Tabernacle. Soon he is preaching to over 6,000 per week

• 1864 Old School/New School schism healed in the South

• 1869 Old School/New School schism healed in the North

• 1870 Vatican I, and the declaration of Papal Infallibility when speaking ex cathedra

• 1873 d. David Livingston

• 1874 The Christian Doctrine of Justification and Reconciliation by Albrecht Ritschl reduces Christianity to a social gospel

• 1878 d. Charles Hodge

• 1881 b. J. Gresham Machen

• 1886 Abraham Kuyper leads a major succession in the Dutch Reformed Church

• 1886 b. Karl Barth

• 1892 d. C. H. Spurgeon

• 1898 Kuyper's Stone Lectures urge the development of a Christian worldview encompassing all of life



1900-2000
• 1906 Azusa St. Revival, a major catalyst to the Pentecostal and Charismatic churches

• 1921 d. B.B.Warfield

• 1922 Shall the Fundamentalists Win? sermon by Harry Emerson Fosdick

• 1922 Shall Unbelief Win? sermon by Clarence Edward Macartney

• 1923 Christianity and Liberalism by J. Gresham Machen

• 1925 Scope's Monkey Trial brings national attention to Fundamentalism

• 1929 Machen and others found Westminster Seminary after Princeton is lost to the liberals

• 1934 Conversion of Billy Graham

• 1936 d. G.K. Chesterton

• 1941 - 1943 Reinhold Niebuhr's The Nature and Destiny of Man

• 1945 Dietrich Bonhoeffer hanged by the Nazis

• 1945 d. Charles Williams, who wrote Christian metaphysical thriller fantasy novels and hung out with C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien

• 1950 Doctrine of the Assumption of Mary

• 1950 The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, the first of The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis

• 1951 Richard Niebuhr's Christ and Culture

• 1955 L'Abri Fellowship founded by Francis Schaeffer

• 1962 - 1965 Vatican I

• Nov 22, 1963 d. C.S.Lewis

• 1968 Liberation Theology comes to prominence in the second Conference of Latin American Bishops

• 1968 The God Who is There by Francis Schaeffer

• 1973 Mission to the World of the Presbyterian Church in America



Living in the Light

As people living within a world that bombards us with reasons not to believe, with reasons to 
accept half-truths as truth and sin as mere psychosis, it is an active task to remain thinking, to 
keep our minds and wills continually renewed by truth, beauty, hope, and love as it comes from 
God's Word. 

It is necessary to recall the faithfulness of God in our lives, to hold before us the promises Christ 
has made, to daily keep our eyes sensitive to his presence. For God has called us to worship in 
spirit and in truth. 

In the words of Elizabeth Barrett Browning: 

Earth is crammed with heaven, 

And every common bush aflame with God. 

But only he who sees takes off his shoes. 

The rest sit 'round and pluck blackberries. 

The light of the knowledge of the glory of God, seen in the face of Christ, actively proclaimed in 
our lives, continually pursued and held before us, pierces through the fog of sin and death and 
falsehood. It is light that cannot be overcome, and we must look to it. "I am the light of the 
world," Jesus proclaimed. "Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life" (John 8:12). 

Let us be encouraged even in the fog of life, for the light of Christ cannot be extinguished. 


