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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR BERT
Beloved Church Members and Friends,
Thanks so much for taking the time out of your
busy schedule to read these words. If you’ve
visited our church recently, you know that True
North is continuing to grow and that we are, in
fact, out of room.
We’ve been putting it off for a couple of years
now, but there’s no avoiding it any longer. It’s
time for us to Make Space.
Our church is launching into a $2 million dollar
generosity campaign, to finish out our main
auditorium and increase the size of our kids’
ministry spaces and staff offices.

So hey, if you have $2 million you’re not using,
we’d love some help. Chances are, you don’t.
So here’s the good news: we don’t need you to
come up with $2 million. All we need you to do
is pray about finding Your place in the story.
To do what YOU can do. The number sounds
intimidating, but our church is now of a size
where if everyone does their part, we’ll be there
before we know it.
If you’ve been coming to True North for a while,
you know that I hate talking about money. But
gang, because I believe in this church and
because there’s such an obvious need, I’m
asking you to pray about making the biggest
gift you’ve ever given to a church over the next
three years, so we can finish this project out
and Make Space.
Space for your neighbors. Space for your
friends. For your cousins, co-workers, spouses,
sons and daughters. And yes, even a little extra

space for ourselves.
Again, thanks for caring enough to read this.
My prayer for you is that you’ll seek God in this,
and ask Him to inspire you to play the part He’s
given you to play.
Thanks.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Bert
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THE STORY OF OUR CHURCH
True North Community Church opened its
doors on September 18th, 2005. In the words of
Pastor Bert: "It was a morning I’ll never forget.
I remember vividly looking out the window of
my little office, scanning the parking lot to see
if anyone would show up. Nobody was more
shocked that I was when nearly 300 people
came to our opening day service."9
The team that planted the church had spent
nearly 10 years together in youth and young
adult ministry. They knew they could be
effective with teenagers and college students.
But a REAL church for REAL grown-ups? Nobody
knew if it would work. And many were quite
vocal in their doubts that it would.
True North outgrew that little building in just a
few short years. The church moved around a bit,
meeting for a while at a Youth With a Mission
base in Smithtown, and then for a while in the
grand ballroom of a Sheraton, before a truly

staggering act of generosity by one of our members
enabled us to find and build out the space we
currently call Home.
9 years later, our church is averaging more than
1,400 people a week in attendance. And our 350
seat auditorium just isn’t getting it done any more.
Thankfully, we’ve got lots of space right across
the hallway! Now our big challenge is to raise the
money needed to finish it out.
Thanks for joining us on this amazing journey and
for playing the part God’s given you to play in His
amazing story. Please pray about partnering with
us as we Make Space for the many on Long Island
who don’t know Him.

QUESTIONS ABOUT ‘MAKE SPACE’

5

How much money are we trying to raise through Make Space?
$2 million dollars.
What will the money be used for? What will the building project entail?
Our church’s mission is 9Finding our place in the Story.9 To keep playing the part God’s given us to
play effectively, we need to make space for the many people He’s sending us. Our primary goal is to
expand the auditorium’s seating capacity. Our current room seats 350 people (a maximum of 1400
people across all 4 services). God willing, the new auditorium will allow for more space to seat everyone
comfortably.
As the auditorium expands, we will also need to increase the amount of space dedicated to our
childrens’ ministries, UpTown & Wild Kingdom, and build out some more space for staff offices.
Finally, we will also be using some of the funds raised to sponsor a new church plant in Ecuador, in
partnership with Compassion International and Stadia Church Planting!
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THE BUILDING
Do we really need more space at True North?
Sometimes I see empty seats in services.
In a few short years, our church has expanded
from 300 people to more than 1400 people on
a typical Sunday. And that number is quickly
growing! We’ve already hit our maximum seating
capacity and have had peak, non-holiday Sundays
when we didn’t have a seat left in the building
(one non-holiday Sunday we accommodated over
1700 people)! We want to make sure that there
is enough space so that anyone who wants to
connect with God here can do so - any Sunday
of the year. We also want you to feel comfortable
knowing there is room to bring a friend or family
member. For that to happen, we have to start now.

MORE QUESTIONS
If attendance has increased, haven’t the offerings
increased too?
No, not by the same proportion. When people start
attending a new church, they typically don’t begin
giving until they’ve been attending 6-8 months.
Even then, new givers tend, on average, to give a few
dollars here and there. Right now approximately
40% of the church gives less than $200 annually.
One more statistic: 60% of our budget is carried
by a small-but-generous 16% of our church. These
numbers are not meant to be guilt-inducing--we love
everybody, whether they give or not! But there it is, in
case you wanted to know where things stand.
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Does this campaign mean you’re going to start
pressuring us to give?
No. When you hear Pastor Bert talk about money, it’s
because, as followers of Jesus, giving away money is a
healthy and life-giving thing for each of us to practice.
There are lots of Biblical teachings about it--but that
giving should be done freely, not under pressure.
When a family gets bigger, the house needs to grow
too. That’s why we are trying to make space. For those
of us who call True North home, this is the chance to
join in something joyful and life-impacting.
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EVEN MORE QUESTIONS

If I do want to start giving for the first time, should
I give to the General Fund or to Make Space?
Pray about it! The General Fund keeps the church
I already give. Can I just switch my offering over to
running, but Make Space might be a really cool
Make Space and call it a day?
opportunity for you to see your giving produce
If you’re currently giving, we’d like to first say Thank
tangible results. As the new space gets built, you’ll
You! Your generosity has enabled us to come this
be able to think to yourself, God used me to help
far and touch many peoples’ lives. Secondly, where
that happen. But commit to praying about this you designate your offering is entirely up to you,
where do you feel led to give?
but we would like to request specifically that you
Why three years?
don’t decrease regular offerings for the Make Space
This church is for everybody, and we want
campaign. The General Offering is what keeps the
everybody to feel like they had a hand in making
lights on and coffee brewing, pays the core staff who
this thing happen. By extending the campaign to
run our services and ministries, and supports all the
three years, each of us can decide an amount that’s
other "household expenses" of a church. If everyone
switched giving from the General Offering to the Make realistic for our budgets each week or month, and
even the smallest commitments will add up over
Space project, we would have a serious challenge on
our hands. So, if you feel moved to participate in Make time. After all, we don’t know many people with $2
million in their back pocket. :-) If we had a shortSpace, we’d encourage you to pray about what you
term fundraising blitz, it would only be accessible
can give above your current offering.
to those with a lot of money on hand right now.
Will we have to wait three years to see the
building project begin?
Nope. We’ll start building as soon as we have the
funds for the project.

WHAT’S THIS ECUADOR
PROJECT ABOUT?
Again, our mission is Finding our place in the Story.
We believe that God is telling a vast, amazing
story that points to how wonderful He is. It’s
so much bigger than any of our individual
lives--or even this individual church. So we are
tithing (giving 10%) of the Make Space funds to
build a church in Ecuador in partnership with
Compassion International and Stadia Church
Planting.
Compassion International is an organization that
connects children in developing countries with
American sponsors. For $38 a month, a sponsor
can make sure a child in a under-resourced
country has food, clothing, schooling, medicine
and hears about the love of God. Compassion
does all their work through local churches. That’s
where Stadia comes in. Stadia are the experts
at planting churches in developing countries.
Through this new church (which will be led by

local staff who
are trained
and vetted by
Compassion
International
and Stadia),
our church
will be able to
offer education and development to children in
poverty and their families. Eventually, the people
of True North will actually be able to sponsor
these children in Ecuador, travel to meet them,
and build relationships with this community.
By the way, True North regularly gives away at
least 10% of our offering to God’s work elsewhere
on Long Island, the United States and the World,
including organizations like Love 146, Send
Musicians to Prison (Nathan Lee), Compassion
International, other church planters, and
missionaries.
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WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THE NAME
MAKE SPACE?
Well, we obviously want to make space for new people by finishing
out our building! But it’s about more than that. We’ve always tried to
make a space where all kinds of people can feel comfortable coming to
church. And since Long Island is such a hectic, busy, crowded place, we
talk a lot at True North about making space in our lives and schedules
to be still and connect with God. We hope that whenever you see the
Make Space logo, you’ll be moved not only to support this effort, but to
continue making space to connect with Him in your daily life.
I have some more questions you didn’t answer here.
We’re all ears. Email makespace@truenorthchurch.net.
Why do hot dogs come in packages of ten, but buns come in
packages of eight?
A question for the ages. Maybe we’ll do a sermon series on that one.
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GENEROSITY
WHAT’S YOUR
FIRST STEP?

PRAY

GIFTS OVER A THREE-YEAR PERIOD
GOD, WHAT DO
YOU WANT TO DO
THROUGH ME?

We’re so grateful to each and every person going on
this journey with us, no matter how large or small
the gift. What matters is the love that fuels that act
of generosity. How much should you give? Start with
prayer. To help you determine how much space to
make in your budget above your normal giving, this
chart shows how a weekly or monthly gift of any size
adds up over time.
Some may choose to make gifts of stocks, bonds,
mutual funds, real estate, antiques, jewelry, life
insurance policies, and other types of special gifts.
If you are interested in this, please send an email to
makespace@truenorthchurch.net
and we will assist you with these
types of gifts.

WEEKLY
$1,122
$801
$641
$481
$321
$224
$179
$128
$96
$64
$50
$40
$30
$25
$23
$20
$18
$15
$13
$10
$8
$6
$5

MONTHLY
$4,861
$3,472
$2,778
$2,083
$1,389
$972
$778
$556
$417
$278
$217
$173
$130
$108
$98
$87
$76
$65
$54
$43
$33
$26
$22

ANNUALLY
$58,333
$41,667
$33,333
$25,000
$16,667
$11,667
$9,333
$6,667
$5,000
$3,333
$2,600
$2,080
$1,560
$1,300
$1,171
$1,040
$910
$780
$650
$520
$390
$312
$260

TOTAL GIFT
$175,000
$125,000
$100,000
$75,000
$50,000
$35,000
$28,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$7,800
$6,240
$4,680
$3,900
$3,512
$3,120
$2,730
$2,340
$1,950
$1,560
$1,170
$936
$780
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PRAYER
God, we love you so much and we praise your
Name. Thank you for your son, Jesus. Thank you
for the forgiveness of all our sins. And thank
you for the part you’ve given us to play in your
amazing Story. We’re SO excited to see your
church growing and to see so many lives being
changed. We now ask in faith that you will fund
the work you’ve called us to, and inspire us to
find our place in The Story and make space.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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