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What is Confirmation anyways?
The following is the description of confirmation in the Presbyterian Church (USA) Book of 
Order, the “constitution” of our denomination:

W-4.0203  Confirming and Commissioning:

When those who have been baptized as children are ready to make a public profession of 
faith and accept the responsibility of life in the church (sometimes called “confirmation”), 
the session shall provide an opportunity for them to do so. They are to be instructed in the 
faith, examined by the session, received as active members, and presented to the 
congregation in public worship. At this time, they 

• reaffirm the vows of Baptism by renouncing evil and affirming their reliance on God’s grace, 
• professing their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 
• and declaring their intent to participate actively and responsibly in the worship, life, 

governance, and mission of the church. 

On such occasions, it is fitting for all worshipers to reaffirm the baptismal covenant.

Eighth-Grade Discipleship Mission Statement
Confirmation is the time when children move from living in the context of their parents’ 
faith (often affirmed at baptism when they were an infant) and make the Christian faith 
their own — their personal commitment to Christ, not their parents!

The purpose of Confirmation via this Eighth-Grade Discipleship program is to help youth 
discover what it means to be a true follower of Jesus. As the program concludes we will 
offer each 8th grade youth the opportunity to make a life-long commitment as a faithful 
disciple of Jesus in every part of their lives. We hope each 8th grader chooses to be 
confirmed, however we greatly value the courage and integrity it takes for a young person 
to say, “I’m not ready just yet… but I want to keep learning.”  

We will hold to these values as we learn & grow…
•  Having Openness to God working in our lives
•  Being Committed to learning how to make sense of the Christian faith 
•  Opening up and discussing our questions and doubts
•  Celebrating and enjoying friendships, fun, games, and food
•  Having great relationships between youth and other youth, between youth  
    and leaders, and between youth and other members of the church
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Eight-Grade Discipleship
For youth who truly desire to be a part of the program, our expectation is that they will take 
personal responsibility to make the items on this page major priorities in their schedules. We are 
offering them a menu of ways to put their faith into action and to further explore the Christian faith. 
The following activities are instrumental and invaluable to the this confirmation process. 

Resources for Growth, Community, and Wisdom for confirmands:

Small Groups: Attend & participate as often as possible (Sundays @11a)
Sunday Church: Attend regularly (adult service or youth service @9:30a)
Nov 1-3 Retreat: Mandatory
April 17-19 Retreat: Mandatory
Individual Study: Commit several bible passages to memory 

… a suggested list will be provided at the first retreat
Service Projects: Participate in at least a few of the service projects that will be  

scattered through the year
To Memorize: The Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’ Creed
C-Life Events: … see the next page for details

One-on-One’s:
• 2 with the Youth Minister (once before Christmas, and once after)
• 2 with your small group leader(s) (usually once at each retreat)

The ONE truly mandatory thing in this program:
By the Monday April 20th these youth need to have written an essay, as best and honestly 
as they can, that answers the following questions:

• What do I believe? (Who is God? Who am I? What is the Bible? What doubts still linger? What is Church?)
• Why do I believe it? (What are my reasons? Why Jesus? Why trust the Bible? Describe God’s Grace & Love)
• How will I live out my faith? (What’s next for me? Where do I want to grow? How do I want to serve?)
• Why is our faith worth sharing with others? (What excites you about Jesus, ..about what our faith means?)

For those who choose to be confirmed on April 26th, 2020 (and for those who don’t), this essay will 
help them share and explain where they’ve landed (so far) in their faith journey. It also gives them the 
practice of sharing any and all questions or doubts they still have, while also giving them the space to 
share what they have discovered and learned! Writing this out should feel somewhat normal and 
natural given the process they’ll have just gone through together. This essay serves as a personal 
statement of faith, and an account of the youth’s personal journey with God from the beginning up 
until this point in their life. For those getting confirmed, this their description of how they’ve grown in 
faith and how being a follower of Jesus makes a difference in their normal everyday life. 

The Village Youth: Confirmation
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Sept 29: Confirmation Parent Gathering
• During the 11:00a worship service in the Youth Room

Oct 13: First Day of Confirmation
• During 11:00a service in the Youth Room

Nov 1-3: Retreat #1 (est. cost = $135)
• A weekend away together at Lake Geneva Youth Camp

Dec 15: Winter Recreational Activity (C-Life Event #1) 
• After 11:00a Confirmation the youth will all stay together for some fun!
• Specific Details to be shared in September, but it will include a meal followed by 

an activity like bowling or laser tag.

Feb 9: Late Winter Recreational Activity (C-Life Event #2) 
• After 11:00a Confirmation the youth will all stay together for some fun!
• Specific Details to be shared in September, but the plan is for this event to last till 

the evening.

April 17-19: Retreat #2 (est. cost = $135)
• Another fun-filled weekend away together at Lake Geneva Youth Camp!

April 20: Session Meeting
• 6:30p in Fellowship Hall at The Village Church

April 25: Confirmation Dinner
• 6:30pm in Westminster Hall at The Village Church

April 26: Confirmation Sunday
• The confirmands will be confirmed together at the 9:30a service, and they will 

stay together for the beginning of the 11:00a service to be recognized and 
celebrated there as well!

2019-2020 Key Dates & Events:

The Village Youth: Confirmation
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October:
• 13 
• 20
• 27 / C-Life Sunday

November:
• 3 - Retreat #1, no Confirmation
• 10
• 17 / C-Life Sunday
• 24

December:
• 1 
• 8 
• 15 / C-Life Event #1
• 22 
• 29

January:
• 5
• 12 / C-Life Sunday
• 19
• 26

February:
• 2
• 9 / C-Life Event #2
• 16
• 23

March:
• 1
• 8
• 15 / C-Life Sunday
• 22 (recap day / Spring Break week)
• 29

April:
• 5 / C-Life Sunday
• 12 - Happy Easter!, no Confirmation
• 19 - Retreat #2, no Confirmation
• 26 - Confirmation Sunday!

May:
• 3 / Attend Edge together! @6:45p
• 10 / Attend Edge together! @6:45p
• 17 / Attend Edge together! @6:45p
• 24 / Attend Edge together! @6:45p

Weekly Sunday Schedule (*11:00a in the Youth Room):

Confirmation Small Group Calendar

Sundays at 11:00a in the youth room is where confirmation (and small group) will take place. 
Confirmation lasts till approximately 12:15p. *Once a month we’ll offer a C-Life Sunday. On these 
Sundays, once the confirmation lesson concludes, we will continue off site at a confirmand’s home. 
There, a host family will provide a meal for the confirmands, followed by some more activity together. 

We ask each family with a confirmand to consider being a C-Life Sunday host. There are 5 open 
Sundays. Please see the calendar below for the C-Life dates and please let me know if you’d be 
willing to open your home to offer the youth a meal and to host a C-Life.



Page �  of �5 6

Bible: 
• Who wrote the Bible, God or humans?
• Is the Bible true? 
• Does the Bible contradict itself?
• What is the difference between the New and Old Testament?

Core Beliefs:
• Can it be proven that God exists?
• Does God still create stuff today?
• How can God be “three-in-one”?
• Is the Holy Spirit a person a wind or fire or what?
• What happens when we die?

Discipleship:
• Why should I follow Jesus: can’t I just say I believe in him?
• Why should I pray?
• Why do Christians pray the Lord’s Prayer?
• Can someone lose their salvation?
• Can I be a Christian without going to church?

Jesus
• Was Jesus of Nazareth God?
• If Jesus was God, why did he have to die?
• Do I have to believe that Jesus performed miracles?
• Why did Jesus get baptized?
• Is believing in Jesus really the only way to get to heaven?

Other Beliefs:
• If there’s only one God, why are there so many religions?
• What makes Christianity different than all other religions?

Tough Questions:
• What if my friends aren’t Christian?
• How do I stop doing things I know I shouldn’t do?
• What does it mean to be “born again”?
• Is it okay to be angry with God?
• Why is there evil in the world? 
• Why does God let bad things happen?
• Can you accept the theory of evolution and still be a Christian?
• Can I do something bad enough to make God stop loving me?

Lesson Topics:

Confirmation Curriculum:
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Confirmation Registration 

Confirmation Registration (2019-2020) 
The registration fee is $95 and covers the cost of all materials & activities besides the cost of 

our two weekend retreats. Please make any checks payable to “The Village Presbyterian 
Church” and return this completed form and payment to the church office as soon as you can.  

1300 Shermer Rd. Northbrook, IL 60062 

Please fill out ALL information fields: 

Participant Information: 

Last Name:  

First Name:  

Middle Name:  

Goes By:  

Date of Birth:  

Gender:  

Personal Cell:  

Personal Email:  

  
Parent/Family Information: 

Parent Names:  

Address:  

City, State, and ZIP:  

Home Phone:  

Mom’s Cell:  

Mom Email:  

Dad’s Cell:  

Dad’s Email:  

Preferred Contact: q  Mom          q  Dad          q  Both 

 Contact: Ed Burton   |  cell: (847) 989-1607   |  email: eburton@tvpchurch.org


