
June 19, 2020 

Friends and Family of The Village Church, 

We are moving forward in Christ as we plan to open the campus for a limited worship schedule on 

Sunday mornings starting July 5. Please read this entire letter siince many questions are answered later 

in the document, and it explains some of the reasons why the Session decided to move forward in this 

way.  

As Christians, we are sent into the world to make disciples (Mathew 28:19-20) and fulfill our primary 

vocation to love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind and strength and our neighbor as ourselves 

(Mark 12:30). We are motivated by God’s love for us and over the past four months, the Session has 

tried to make decisions driven by love, wisdom, and sacrifice -- reflecting the life of Christ. Your 

generous spirit and sacrificial hearts have made a challenging situation more manageable as we seek to 

join God’s mission in new and creative ways of worship and small group gatherings.  

After much discussion and consideration of various options, the Session decided to move forward and 

adopt the two primary recommendations from the Reopening Task Force regarding the church campus: 

1. Starting July 5, the Sanctuary will be open for in-person worship at 9:30 am with a 50-person 

limit using a reservation system. The 11:00 am service will not be open for in- person worship at 

this time, but both services will be live streamed online. We also want to encourage people to 

continue gathering with friends in backyards or homes or driveways through technology since 

the space is limited.  

2. The second recommendation is for the church campus to expand access to Fellowship Hall 

during the evening hours and Saturday mornings for groups of no more than 10.  

My guess is that some people are very grateful for this opening and want the church to quicken the 

pace, while others are questioning the wisdom of opening or how it is being done. That is normal but 

this initial plan, given the COVID-19 trends and other data from various sources in Illinois, gives us a plan 

for moving forward. In a church such as ours, there is a wide variety of opinions and a wide variety of 

ways to move forward, but the Session believes these are the first steps for our church to take.  

The Session is meeting more than normal so we can adjust to current conditions and be responsive to 

new data whether it allows us to become more open or restrictive. I also want to thank the task force 

for their hard work -- including Carol Rohrabaugh, Sue Swan, Elise Meyers, Rick Stuckey and Todd Luke. I 

also participated in the discussions. Please reach out to me or members of the Session or the Task Force 

with your questions.   

As we move forward, the General Social Distancing Guidelines will help us navigate this new opening 

indoors or outside. 

GENERAL SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES - Applies outdoors and indoors 

o Maintain at least 6 feet of distance between non-family/household members. 
o Cover your mouth and nose with at least a cloth face cover. 
o Regularly wash hands with soap and water for at least twenty seconds and use hand 

sanitizer. Repeat frequently.  



o When possible, avoid touching door handles, light switches, or furniture with bare 
hands. 

o Cover coughs and sneezes. 
o Refrain from handshakes, hugs, kisses, etc. 
o Stay home if you feel ill or vulnerable.   

 

Frequently Asked Questions about Worship 

1. What are the basics for Sunday morning worship beginning July 5? 

• 9:30 am Contemporary Worship will be open for in-person participation and livestream will 
continue. 

• 11:00 am Traditional Worship will remain livestream only. 

• Adult Sunday School will remain accessible only through video. 

• No Children’s Sunday School. Children and youth will be with parents for worship. 

• Congregants are asked to practice social distancing and refrain from singing during worship.   

• Two pews will separate participants.  
 

2. What is the process for signing up to attend the 9:30 service? 
Every Monday, registration via SignUpGenius will open at 1:00 pm. Every participant who is 
coming to worship the following Sunday needs to register, including children. At this time, the 
total number of participants is 50 each per week including ushers and greeters. The worship 
leaders and pastors are not included in the number. We need to plan for those who are coming 
and keep track of attendees in the unfortunate event someone is sick and we need to contact 
those in attendance.  

 
3. Why did you only open the 9:30 am service and not the 11:00 am service?  

As with all the decisions these last four months, the Session has tried to start on a small scale 
and build from there. We want to work out any issues and then expand when we are ready. 
Fellowship Hall is a perfect example, and we have regularly expanded the hours. We also want to 
make sure we have the cleaning process in place before opening the campus to more people.  

4. Will the livestream still be operating? 
Yes, the livestream is a significant ministry for us as a church, and we will continue to invest 
resources, time, and energy for people to experience a wonderful service online. 
 

5. When I arrive to the campus, what is expected of me?  
We are delighted you are coming to the church campus to worship God, and we want everyone 

to be mindful and generous given the different comfort levels of people in public settings.  

 

Please follow these Guidelines:  

• Every Monday afternoon use the eBlast link to register for worship using SignUpGenius.  

• No Children’s Sunday School. Children will be with parents for worship. 

• Arrive by 9:15 am to space out arrivals.   

• Enter the church at Meadow Shopping Plaza entrance (Atrium entrance). 

• Cover your mouth and nose with at least a cloth face cover. 

• Maintain at least six feet of distance between non-family members or household unit. 



• Pews are marked for seating and ushers will assist seating for proper spacing.  

• Refrain from singing.    

• Refrain from handshakes, hugs, kisses, etc. 

• No offering plates will be passed.  Deposit offering in plates at the sanctuary door exits. 

• At the conclusion of worship, back rows will exit first with ushers guiding you out of the 

sanctuary.  

• Please exit the building immediately after the service. We look forward to seeing you 

outside.  

• No coffee hour.  

 
6. Will the restrooms be open?  

Yes, the lower and upper level restrooms will be available, but the drinking fountains will be 
turned off.  

 
7. What will change about Fellowship Hall and will the campus be cleaned between meetings and 

worship? 
The Fellowship Hall is expanding its hours for access, and the Facilities Manager will oversee the 
set up and disinfection of both the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall per the CDC and Illinois 
Department of Public Health including but not limited to the following: 
 
Meeting Rooms Cleaning Checklist 

Rooms will be cleaned immediately after the room is used.  

Cleaned with gloves that are removed immediately after cleaning.  

Specific disinfecting instructions: 

o Wipe Chairs with approved CDC COVID disinfectants. 

o Wipe all surfaces, chairs, doorknobs, countertops, light switches, etc. 

o Keep windows open when and where available. 

o Exterior doors, doors and surfaces in the rest rooms, doors and surfaces in Fellowship 

Hall will be wiped down prior to and after the scheduled meetings by the facilities staff.  

o Provide each room with hand sanitizer and monitor when refills are needed. 

o Disinfect lower level bathrooms nearest elevators immediately following each meeting. 

o Sanctuary pews are wiped down prior to arrival and immediately after the service.  

 

8. Will I have access to other parts of the campus including the elevator?  

During worship, there will be clear signage to guide you throughout the campus. When you come 

to use the Fellowship Hall, the signage will direct you to the appropriate locations. The elevator 

is open for worship attendance. Fireside is not open yet due to the extra cleaning involved.  

 

9. How do I sign up for access to Fellowship Hall? 

Through June 30, reserve a time slot at https://bit.ly/juneresv. Beginning July 1, email 

reservation requests to Kim Karpeles at kkarpeles@tvpchurch.org. Greg Hartfield, Facilities 

Manager, will let the groups in the building. Contact Greg at ghartfield@tvpchurch.org.  
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10. What about Funerals, Memorial Services, and Weddings on the campus?  

We can host gatherings for groups under 10 and conduct interments at the Memorial Garden 

and Wall. 

 

11. How do I connect with the staff of the church?  

Please reach out to the appropriate staff person or call the church and press their extension. 

Staff continues to work on/off site.  

We are delighted to welcome many of you back for worship on July and further access to Fellowship Hall 

during the evenings and Saturday mornings. Thank you for your patience as we live our call to love God 

with all our heart, mind and strength and our neighbors as ourselves. Please feel free to call the church 

with questions at 847-272-0900.   

On behalf of the Session and Task Force, 

Rev. Dr. Spencer L. Lundgaard 

Reopening Task Force Members: 

Carol Rohrabaugh 

Todd Luke 

Elise Myers 

Rick Stuckey 

Sue Swan  

 


