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These first paragraphs were written and ready to send to you on May 4, but on May 5 Pastor was killed.   
 
To all of you who have helped build this ministry one small gift at a time. We were brought 
together to help these people in these last two years of trying times. Thank you.   
 
COVID in Haiti has meant similar closings for churches and businesses, but some of that is 
normal for them. They have communion with social distancing at the house and meet for 
prayer in small groups. Prices rise, gang activity increases, and means of support are 
reduced.  Hospitals close and supplies are non-existent.  We are answers to prayer and our 
regular support is stretched to the maximum in helping people through the family, church, 
and school.  
 
A Word of Thanks from Pastor Manes Barthelemy: 
 
Dearest Supporters,  
We are facing unprecedented times as the pandemic continues. I hope you and your family are healthy and staying safe. 
We thank you for your sacrifical efforts and assistance in this dark time in our history. Can you imagine what this means 
for this moment of crisis? Thanks to your generosity and many others, Haiti food distribution underways... we are 
praying for you as you pray for us.   
 
We will not find words, expressions or vocabulary to express our gratitude, gratitude to you all TVPC members.  Our 
thanks are second to none.  Can you imagine what you are doing?  Perhaps you have no idea what you are doing 
especially in this difficult time.  The parents, the members of the church and the teachers offer their sincere thanks.  
Lociana & I congratulate you very much and say a big congratulations to all of you ... we are proud of you!  Thank you 
again and again because you are standing behind us in this great Ministry. 
 
Merci Seigneur, Pastor Manes Barthelemy 
 
 

Since there is no school during the 
pandemic, we have re-allocated the 
school funds to buying food.   Here the 
deacons and others are preparing packs 
to help families from the school and 
church.   
 
 

 
It is still painful to think of the first voice message on What’s App from Lociana expressing that Manes was gone, the 
loss she was feeling, the despair and uncertainty.  It was a day or so until we unwrapped the major pieces of the story. 
 
What happens now ? To the church ? The school ? The family ? The response from their supporters ? 
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God has been faithful in this time. 
 
Some highlights of the past several months : 

• The Missions Council helped with the funeral costs for Pastor Manes. 

• Lociana had many friends and some family at the house for about a month 
and a half. 

• Lociana gave birth to a baby boy in early June, Gras Obed Barthelemy.   
(Grace would be the translation.  Pastor Greg will have to tell the story of 
how the baby was named.) 

• Lociana affirmed that her calling in ministry is serving the children in the 
school.   

o She is still a deacon in the church but is not leading it. 
o She wants to teach or administer the school but can’t do it all, since she has a baby and 6 other children.   
o In mid 2019, The Barthelemys brought Max, a nephew, and Christiana, a godchild, into their family due 

to crises in those children’s families. 

• Lociana has had some calls and a meeting with Pastor Jean Brisenault and his wife to provide some help to the 
school.  Greg, Manes and I met Pastor on our last trip after researching  some 
possible partners and talking with the US-based leadership. 

o Pastor Brisenault is supported by ‘Joy in Haiti’, a group in St. Louis, and has a 
large church, orphanage, and school nearby. 

o They have offered teacher training support. 
o They are helping with the official state registration of the school which has 

been in process for some time but never completed. 
o Please pray that this or another organization will partner with us in this 

work, providing experience, additional local contacts, and stability.  

• School opened August 17, which is early, with the goal of finishing last year’s studies 
by the end of October, per the country’s education minister. COVID stopped 
schooling in April and it never restarted and online options do not exist.  

 
 
************************************************************************************************* 

YOU are supporting an Amazing work that affects more than thirty families in the school.  In 
addition, your giving provides several jobs, and helps support 45-50 families in the church 
through periodic food distributions.  We do this for a little more than the cost of one student in GBN.  Let that 

sink in.   
 

_____ A BIG ASK____ 
We need some financial support to provide the expenses of the school, and we have not been able to host the events 
we have done in the past due to COVID.  You can give at the link in the footer of this newsletter, and choose Haiti.   
 
We support four teachers, daily lunch for approximately 65 students and some supplies each month.  90% of the 
students we serve would not be in school without our support as they cannot pay the normal tuition required.  We are 
truly serving those without resources.   
 
$650 total a month goes a long way and is what we are sending at this point.  Can you chip in a little now or maybe 
something every month?  We only have a enough money in the account for another month or two, and 100% goes to 
the school and food when needed through the church.  Please help us now.   
************************************************************************************************ 
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A Little from Me : 
 
It has been hard, this year of 2020.  Our family had to say goodbye to Northbrook, virtually, and then to be isolated from 
all of you as we moved to Texas where the summers are hot like Haiti.  Many have asked me about the work in Haiti as I 
was leaving and I can tell you I’m 100% convinced God wants me to bring new friends into the work as I continue to 
support it.  It is also my belief that a few people from the Village Church will be moved to sustain this ministry with a 
regular supporting activity. Thank you Greg Buell and Doug Kissner for your support, counsel, and continued work. 
 
There are two things that God has made clear to me in these past couple of years in the Haiti work. 

1. It’s not about me. 
a. God uses my interests and gifts, but only to lead me to where and how He wants to work. 
b. Nothing I’ve tried to do has worked, but everything God has planned has been fulfilled.   

2. God brought us (Village Church Northbrook and others) to Haiti to support Pastor Manes, his ministry and 
family. 

a. God brought us into their lives to help them and their community in this specific time 
b. There were trials, needs and blessings that God planned for them and us. 
c. We are explicitly God’s answer to the prayers of these people. 

 
I’m not worthy as some of you might think and I’m incredibly humbled to be a part of God’s work with this ministry.  If 
you are feeling the tug from God to support this work, please visit tvpchurch.org and select Haiti from the online giving.  
Above all, pray regularly.  
 
Merci Seigner, 
 
Paul Yost 
Paulyost13@gmail.com 
Cell : 469-416-0347 
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