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Intro 

Notice how the first oracle ends?  

“the Lord be magnified beyond the border of Israel!”  

In sharp contrast the second oracle is addressed to Israel’s failure to honor God properly within their own 

worship and community. They are the people who are called out, graciously loved, redeemed, brought 

back into the land, heirs of the covenant promises…and yet they are not honoring the Lord.  

There will be a word for us in this as NT Christians – are we treating God as holy or as familiar? Do we become 

lazy, apathetic, careless in our worship and pursuit of the Lord?  

1. Claim: The priests are not honoring God (1:6a) 

a. Why would the Lord use the analogies of sons/fathers and servants/masters?  

i. They were familiar with these human relationships and highly valued appropriate behavior in 

them.  

1. The fifth of the 10 commandments was for children to honor their parents.  

ii. The Lord has used the language of sons/fathers and servants/masters often to talk about His 

relationship with them.  

1. Exod. 4:22  22 "Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD, "Israel is My son, My 
firstborn. 

2. Isa. 63:16 16 For You are our Father, though Abraham does not know us And Israel does 

not recognize us. You, O LORD, are our Father, Our Redeemer from of old is Your name. 

3. Isa. 44:1 "But now listen, O Jacob, My servant, And Israel, whom I have chosen: 

iii. “Honor” is the word kabod, meaning glory.  

iv. “respect” is the word mora, for fear.  

1. He loves his people (1:1-5) but should be appropriately feared by his people, just like a 

father.  

2. I get on the ground and wrestle with my kids, we play silly games, we joke around, and 

yet they need to know it isn’t appropriate or acceptable to mumble something 

disrespectful and slam the door.  

b. Who specifically does God charge with disrespect?  

i. The priests! The very people within God’s chosen people whose lives were devoted to service to 

the Lord and should have been most concerned with His holiness.  

ii. “Familiarity breeds contempt” 

iii. Robert Alden in EBC: But spiritual leaders, both ancient and modern alike, have often run the 

risk of treating sacred things as ordinary. Intimate familiarity with holy matters conduces to 

treating them with indifference.  

2. Question: “How have we despised your name?” (1:6b) 

a. Rhetorical device, structural device, but it also is meant to show that they are insensitive to their sin and 

unaware of it.  



3. Explanation:  

a. You present defiled food in your offerings. (1:7-9) 

i. They were to only offer the best sacrifices, animals without defect.  

1. Deuteronomy 15:21 "But if it has any defect, such as lameness or blindness, or any 
serious defect, you shall not sacrifice it to the LORD your God. 

2. Why?  

a. Pictured God’s holiness 

b. Foreshadowed the perfect life of Christ to come 

ii. They are saying, essentially, “the table of the Lord is to be despised” (contemptable).  

1. Were they actually saying those words?  

a. Probably not. But that’s what their actions were communicating.  

iii. They wouldn’t present it to the governor so why are they presenting it to the Lord.  

1. The governor could collect a food allowance from the people. Nehemiah chose not to, 
but it shows the system that Malachi is referring to.  

a. Neh. 5:17-18 Moreover, there were at my table one hundred and fifty Jews and 
officials, besides those who came to us from the nations that were around us. 18 
Now that which was prepared for each day was one ox and six choice sheep, 
also birds were prepared for me; and once in ten days all sorts of wine were 
furnished in abundance. Yet for all this I did not demand the governor's food 
allowance, because the servitude was heavy on this people. 

iv. V. 9 – God speaks of himself in the third person – 

1. “now will you not entreat God’s favor?”  

2. “try to pacify God and win his favour? How can he favour any one of you, says the Lord 

of hosts, when you offer him such sacrifices?”  

3. EBC – The point is that God would not extend his favor when the gifts for thanksgiving 

and entreaty were given, because their shoddiness was an insult. 

b. It’s better to close the temple than profane the sacrifices! (1:10) 

i. Better to close the gates, better to close the temple than to profane the sacrifice in this way.  

ii. If they are open and people are going through the motions of sacrifices, they might deceive 

themselves into thinking what they were doing was acceptable to God. It is doing more harm 

than good.  

iii. I’ve often heard warning about people who get enough nominal Christianity that it merely 

inoculates them against the real thing.  

1. They think they are saved because they go through the motions of attending some type 

of religious gathering, but the gospel isn’t preached or lived.  

2. The other option is they are turned away from the real thing because they are exposed 

to a poor substitute. It is better for them not to have been exposed at all.  

3. It’s sad when churches close and buildings are sold or demolished. But many of those 

churches (not all) abandoned the word along with their denominations long ago.  

c. My name will be great among the nations. (1:11) 



i. “for” – this is why God will not accept an offering from them – his name will be great among the 

nations 

ii. Repeated twice with a line in between that inverts the concepts.  

My name    will be great   among the nations,  

and in every place incense  is going to be offered  to My name,  

and a grain offering that is pure;  

for My name    will be great   among the nations,"  

iii. What does the priests defilement of the sacrifices have to do with God’s name among the 

nations?  

1. They were to be a beacon to the nations 

2. Romans 2:22-24 22 You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit 
adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who boast in the Law, 
through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God?  24 For "THE NAME OF GOD IS 
BLASPHEMED AMONG THE GENTILES BECAUSE OF YOU," just as it is written. 

d. You are weary of worship. (1:12-13) 

i. Their actions were condemned in vv. 7-8. Here their attitudes are condemned.  

ii. They saw apparently that it was defiled – that they weren’t offering the right animals – but they 

did not stop or correct it.  

iii. They grew tiresome of the whole process.  

e. You do not offer what you vow. (1:14)    

i. Vows were not required but if someone vowed they were obligated to fulfill it.  

1. Deut. 23:21-23 "When you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not delay to pay 
it, for it would be sin in you, and the LORD your God will surely require it of you. 22 
"However, if you refrain from vowing, it would not be sin in you.  23 "You shall be careful 
to perform what goes out from your lips, just as you have voluntarily vowed to the LORD 
your God, what you have promised. 

 


