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February 14th, 2021 

1. Claim: You have been arrogant against me (3:13a) 

a. The term “have been arrogant against me” translated “prevailed against” in 2 Sam 24:4 

and 1 Chron 21:4 when David overruled Joab’s advice 

b. It’s not just their speech but that they were arguing against God, interpreting world 

events differently than He says.  

c. Their cynical theology was showing up again.  

2. Question: What have we spoken against you? (3:13b) 

3. Explanation:  

a. The apparent uselessness of serving God (3:14-15) 

i. Where have we seen this argument before in Malachi?  

1. Mal. 2:17 17 You have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet you say, 

"How have we wearied Him?" In that you say, "Everyone who does evil 

is good in the sight of the LORD, and He delights in them," or, "Where is 

the God of justice?" 

ii. They believe that serving God is useless in that there is no profit to it.  

iii. Keeping his charge is often used of priestly duties in the sanctuary, so it may be 

the priests specifically again who are leading the way in complaining and 

rebelling.  

iv. Reminds me of the scenario when someone’s life is a mess – marriage 

struggling, finances in turmoil, kids struggling and so they decide to give God a 

chance. They do what they think they are supposed to do – go to church at least 

some of the time – pray a little bit – but things don’t get better and they 

conclude, “what’s the use!?”  

1. What’s the problem with that approach to following the Lord?  

a. He’s simply a means to a desired end in that situation. He is not 

being worshipped for Himself and His glory but merely to get 

what we want (even if the goal is a good goal).  

v. There settled conviction has become that the arrogant are blessed and the 

doers of wickedness are built up, test God, and escape.  

b. The Lord will spare those who fear Him (3:16-18)  

i. But not everybody had the same response.  

1. For the first time in malachi we see some that listen and appear to 

repent.  



ii. What is the book of remembrance referring to?  

1. Is there anything that it brings to mind?  

2. Exod. 32:32-33 32 "But now, if You will, forgive their sin-- and if not, 
please blot me out from Your book which You have written!"  33 The 
LORD said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him 
out of My book. 

3. Dan. 12:1 "Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard 
over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of 
distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; 
and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the 
book, will be rescued. 

4. Rev. 20:15  15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book 
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

5. Expository Commentary: Even if this practice is not otherwise well 
known, these other books suggest this “book of remembrance” records 
a list of those within the community who publicly recommitted 
themselves to the Lord. 

iii. How does verse 18 answer their objections and concerns?  

c. The coming Day of the Lord for judgment and deliverance (4:1-3)  

i. What contrasting results or experiences do we see in vv. 1-3?  

ii. 2 "But for you who fear My name,  

1. Combining both statements from 17 – fearing the Lord, esteeming His 
name 

iii. Exp. Commentary: While modern unease with passages like this is 

understandable, it is worth remembering that a key characteristic of the wicked 

in the OT is unrepentant and violent selfishness. Limiting ourselves to the 

prophets, the wicked are described as preying on others (Jer. 5:26), making a 

habit of violence (Ezek. 7:11), enriching themselves by robbing others (Mic. 

6:11), twisting justice (Hab. 1:4), and creating moral and social chaos where 

everyone suffers (Isa. 1:21–23). 

iv. Jer. 5:26 26 'For wicked men are found among My people, They watch like 
fowlers lying in wait; They set a trap, They catch men. 

v. Ezek. 7:11  'Violence has grown into a rod of wickedness. None of them shall 

remain, none of their people, none of their wealth, nor anything eminent 

among them. 

vi. Mic. 6:11-12 11 "Can I justify wicked scales And a bag of deceptive weights? 12 
"For the rich men of the city are full of violence, Her residents speak lies, And 
their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 

vii. Hab. 1:4 4 Therefore the law is ignored And justice is never upheld. For the 
wicked surround the righteous; Therefore justice comes out perverted. 

https://www.esv.org/Jeremiah+5%3A26/
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+7%3A11/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+6%3A11/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+6%3A11/
https://www.esv.org/Habakkuk+1%3A4/
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah+1%3A21-23/


viii. Isa. 1:21-23 21 How the faithful city has become a harlot, She who was full of 
justice! Righteousness once lodged in her, But now murderers.  22 Your silver has 
become dross, Your drink diluted with water. 23 Your rulers are rebels And 
companions of thieves; Everyone loves a bribe And chases after rewards. They 
do not defend the orphan, Nor does the widow's plea come before them. 

ix.  


