
Malachi
Oracle 5: God’s Commands 

Dismissed

3:6-12



1. Claim: You have turned
aside from My commands 
but you can return (3:6-7a)



Exod. 32:7-9 7 Then the LORD spoke to 
Moses, "Go down at once, for your people, 
whom you brought up from the land of 
Egypt, have corrupted themselves.  8 "They 
have quickly turned aside from the way 
which I commanded them. They have 
made for themselves a molten calf, and 
have worshiped it and have sacrificed to it 
and said, 'This is your god, O Israel, who 
brought you up from the land of Egypt!'" 9

The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this 
people, and behold, they are an obstinate 
people.



Deut. 9:23-24 23 "When the LORD 
sent you from Kadesh-barnea, 
saying, 'Go up and possess the 
land which I have given you,' then 
you rebelled against the command 
of the LORD your God; you neither 
believed Him nor listened to His 
voice.  24 "You have been 
rebellious against the LORD from 
the day I knew you.



Deut. 31:29 "For I know that 
after my death you will act 
corruptly and turn from the 
way which I have commanded 
you; and evil will befall you in 
the latter days, for you will do 
that which is evil in the sight of 
the LORD, provoking Him to 
anger with the work of your 
hands."



Deut. 4:30-31 "When you are in 
distress and all these things have 
come upon you, in the latter days 
you will return to the LORD your 
God and listen to His voice.  31 "For 
the LORD your God is a 
compassionate God; He will not 
fail you nor destroy you nor forget 
the covenant with your fathers 
which He swore to them.



2. Question: How can 
we return? (3:7b) 



3. Explanation: 
Return to obedient 
giving (3:8-12)



a. Failing to give 
robbed God (3:8)



Leviticus 27:30 'Thus all the 
tithe of the land, of the 
seed of the land or of the 
fruit of the tree, is the 
LORD'S; it is holy to the 
LORD.



Israelites gave at least 2 separate 
tithes (possibly 3)

One to support the priests and 
Levites

Numbers 18:21 21 "To the sons of 
Levi, behold, I have given all the 
tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in 
return for their service which they 
perform, the service of the tent of 
meeting.



Israelites gave at least 2 
separate tithes (possibly 3)

Another provided for a sacred 
festival



Deuteronomy 12:17-18 17 "You 
are not allowed to eat within 
your gates the tithe of your 
grain or new wine or oil, or the 
firstborn of your herd or flock, 
or any of your votive offerings 
which you vow, or your freewill 
offerings, or the contribution of 
your hand.  18 "But you shall eat 
them before the LORD…



Israelites gave at least 2 
separate tithes (possibly 3)

A third supported orphans, 
widows, and the poor (could 
be the second tithe shared 
among the local needy 
people instead of taken to 
Jerusalem)



Deuteronomy 14:28-29 28 "At the 
end of every third year you shall 
bring out all the tithe of your 
produce in that year, and shall 
deposit it in your town.  29 "The 
Levite, because he has no portion 
or inheritance among you, and the 
alien, the orphan and the widow 
who are in your town, shall come 
and eat and be satisfied, …



Exodus 35:21 Everyone whose 
heart stirred him and 
everyone whose spirit 
moved him came and 
brought the LORD'S 
contribution for the work of 
the tent of meeting and for 
all its service and for the holy 
garments.



2 Corinthians 8:1-5 Now, 
brethren, we wish to make 
known to you the grace of God 
which has been given in the 
churches of Macedonia,  2 that 
in a great ordeal of affliction 
their abundance of joy and 
their deep poverty overflowed 
in the wealth of their liberality.  



2 Corinthians 8:1-5 3 For I testify 
that according to their ability, and 
beyond their ability, they gave of 
their own accord,  4 begging us 
with much urging for the favor of 
participation in the support of the 
saints,  5 and this, not as we had 
expected, but they first gave 
themselves to the Lord and to us 
by the will of God.



Acts 11:29 And in the 
proportion that any of the 
disciples had means, each 
of them determined to 
send a contribution for the 
relief of the brethren living 
in Judea.  



1 Corinthians 16:1-2 Now 
concerning the collection for 
the saints, as I directed the 
churches of Galatia, so do you 
also.  2 On the first day of every 
week each one of you is to put 
aside and save, as he may 
prosper, so that no collections 
be made when I come.



b. Failing to give 
brought a curse
(3:9)



c. Giving would 
bring a blessing
(3:10-12)



Deut. 6:16 "You shall not put 
the LORD your God to the 
test, as you tested Him at 
Massah.


