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1. Claim: You have turned aside from My commands but you can return (3:6-7a) 

a. How does this compare to the complaint at the end of ch 2, beginning of ch 3?  

i. ESV Commentary - Instead of unfair treatment, the history of God’s people has been one of 
consistent defection and unfaithfulness, despite consistent goodness on God’s part. The only 
reason God’s people have not been consumed in judgment is God’s stubborn goodness and 
mercy, rooted in his very character. 

ii. You’ve probably heard the old joke about the old man and his wife that were driving down the 

road in there pickup truck with the bench seat, each seated apart from each other against their 

doors, when they passed a young couple with the wife nestled up against her husband as he 

drove. The older wife said, “how come we don’t sit like that anymore?” and her husband said, “I 

didn’t move…”  

1. They accused God of not acting in judgment, of being unfaithful, and he points out that 

it is really they who had been unfaithful, and not for the first time.  

b. This turning away from God happened as early as Exodus 32 at Mt. Sinai 

i. Exod. 32:7-9 7 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Go down at once, for your people, whom you 
brought up from the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves.  8 "They have quickly turned 
aside from the way which I commanded them. They have made for themselves a molten calf, 
and have worshiped it and have sacrificed to it and said, 'This is your god, O Israel, who brought 
you up from the land of Egypt!'" 9 The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and behold, 
they are an obstinate people. 

ii. Deut. 9:23-24 23 "When the LORD sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, 'Go up and possess the 
land which I have given you,' then you rebelled against the command of the LORD your God; you 
neither believed Him nor listened to His voice.  24 "You have been rebellious against the LORD 
from the day I knew you. 

iii. Deut. 31:29  "For I know that after my death you will act corruptly and turn from the way which 

I have commanded you; and evil will befall you in the latter days, for you will do that which is 

evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking Him to anger with the work of your hands." 

c. What comfort can we take from Israel’s rebellion but God’s faithfulness?  

i. We’re not any different! But the Lord has promised to hold us in His hands and we can be 

confident He will do so, not because of our goodness but because of His character.  

d. They are to turn back to Him – to return.  

i. Deut. 4:30-31 30 "When you are in distress and all these things have come upon you, in the latter 
days you will return to the LORD your God and listen to His voice.  31 "For the LORD your God is a 
compassionate God; He will not fail you nor destroy you nor forget the covenant with your 
fathers which He swore to them. 

2. Question: How can we return? (3:7b)  

a. Sometimes a marriage gets to a point where people know there is something wrong but they don’t 

know how to fix it. That’s often when they come in for counseling.  

b. Here they ask the question, how can we return? What do we need to do?  

c. BKC – only one who is aware of the path he has taken can retrace his steps.  



d. It’s such a kindness of God to be clear about what sin is and what we can do about it.  

3. Explanation: Return to obedient giving (3:8-12) 

a. Failing to give robbed God (3:8) 

i. What giving was expected of the Israelites?  

ii. Tithing in the OT 

1. “tithe” literally means “tenth part”  

a. Didn’t refer to general giving or giving of any amount but specifically giving 10%.  

b. rf;’[.m; 
i. Literally “from the tenth” 

2. The tithe was mandatory for the Jewish people 

a. Leviticus 27:30  'Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of the 
fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S; it is holy to the LORD. 

3. The first cases of tithing actually began before the Mosaic Law was given. 

a. Abraham gave a tenth of all the spoils of war to Melchizidek, a priest of God, in 
Gen. 14 

b. Jacob committed to giving a tenth of all God gave Him back to God (Gen. 28:22). 

4. Israelites actually expected to give at least two separate tithes (possibly three) 

a. One to support the priests and Levites 

i. Numbers 18:21  21 "To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe 
in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service which they 
perform, the service of the tent of meeting. 

b. Another provided for a sacred festival 

i. Deuteronomy 12:17-18   17 "You are not allowed to eat within your 
gates the tithe of your grain or new wine or oil, or the firstborn of your 
herd or flock, or any of your votive offerings which you vow, or your 
freewill offerings, or the contribution of your hand.  18 "But you shall eat 
them before the LORD your God in the place which the LORD your God 
will choose, you and your son and daughter, and your male and female 
servants, and the Levite who is within your gates; and you shall rejoice 
before the LORD your God in all your undertakings. 

c. A third supported orphans, widows, and the poor (could be the second tithe 
shared among the local needy people instead of taken to Jerusalem) 

i. Deuteronomy 14:28-29   28 "At the end of every third year you shall 
bring out all the tithe of your produce in that year, and shall deposit it in 
your town.  29 "The Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance 
among you, and the alien, the orphan and the widow who are in your 
town, shall come and eat and be satisfied, in order that the LORD your 
God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do. 

d. Some of this clearly wouldn’t apply straight across to NT believers. 

i. NT believers aren’t under the same system of Levites without land and 
no distinction between the government and the church.  



5. The purpose of the tithe was “so that you may learn to fear the LORD your God always.” 
Deuteronomy 14:23   

a. Tithing was intended to train the people to trust God and put Him first. 

i. They gave the firstfruits – the first and best of their produce to God, 
trusting Him to provide the rest.   

b. It gave them perspective that God did own everything and the 10% represented 
the whole. 

c. It made a person count up all that God had given them as a blessing.  

6. Their giving didn’t stop at the tithe. They also gave voluntary, freewill offerings. 

a. Exodus 35:21   21 Everyone whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit 
moved him came and brought the LORD'S contribution for the work of the tent 
of meeting and for all its service and for the holy garments. 

b. Exodus 36:4-6  4 And all the skillful men who were performing all the work of 
the sanctuary came, each from the work which he was performing,  5 and they 
said to Moses, "The people are bringing much more than enough for the 
construction work which the LORD commanded us to perform."  6 So Moses 
issued a command, and a proclamation was circulated throughout the camp, 
saying, "Let no man or woman any longer perform work for the contributions of 
the sanctuary." Thus the people were restrained from bringing any more. 

iii. Is that same level of giving expected of believers today?  

1. Christians are no longer under the Mosaic Law (Rom. 6:14-15; 7:1-4; 8:1-4) 

a. Therefore, I don’t think the contractual obligation to tithe is still binding on 
Christians.  

b. However, “Don’t throw out the baby with the bathwater.” 

i. There are good principles we could learn from the tithe and may be 
some reasons to continue practicing it – not as a law but as a wise 
principle  

ii. It reminds us of God’s faithful provision.  

2. However, NT examples of giving seem to go beyond the tithe if anything. 

a. 2 Corinthians 8:1-5  Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of 
God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia,  2 that in a great 
ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed 
in the wealth of their liberality.  3 For I testify that according to their ability, 
and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord,  4 begging us with 
much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints,  5 and 
this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the Lord and to 
us by the will of God. 

b. Description not command, but clearly given as a positive example.  

3. Giving was to be proportional 

a. Acts 11:29  And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of 
them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in 
Judea.   

b. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2  Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed 
the churches of Galatia, so do you also.  2 On the first day of every week each 



one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be 
made when I come. 

4. What are the alternatives to committing to give at least 10% (or any other amount)? 

a. Giving as God directs – waiting for Him to show you how much to give.  

i. How do you discern God’s voice? If you believe He is telling you to give 
only 2%, how do you know it isn’t just your own desires taking over? 

b. Most likely, as your income increases so will your expenses unless you make a 
plan to give now.  

5. Tithing as the “training wheels of giving” 

a. Giving 10% is a concrete step we can take towards honoring God with the 
money entrusted to us, sharing with those in need, and providing for the work 
of ministry.  

b. Should your giving stop there? I don’t think so. I don’t think we should just 
follow a ritualistic formula of giving 10% and thinking we’ve given all we can or 
should. Look for and pray about other opportunities to give. But it gives us a 
starting place.  

6. Is it sinning to not give 10%? 

a. I don’t think I can draw that line. But you must ask why you’re not giving.  

i. It’s not a sin that you’re not giving, but your reasons for not giving might 
be.  

ii. Is it selfishness, poor financial planning, greed, lack of trust in God, etc.  

b. Does God expect less of us as Spirit-filled, regenerated believers motivated by 
the grace and example of Christ than He did of the poorest Israelite under the 
law – especially when you consider that we live in the most affluent society in 
the history of the world? 

b. Failing to give brought a curse (3:9) 

i. Why would this have brought a curse?  

1. Lev. 26:3-6, 14-22 

c. Giving would bring a blessing (3:10-12) 

i. I thought that we are not supposed to test God? Why would God invite people to test Him 
here?  

1. Deut. 6:16 6 "You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested Him at 
Massah. 

2. ESV - While there is a testing of God that comes from hardheartedness (Deut. 6:16), 
God’s invitation to “test” him here is an insistence on his unchanging faithfulness to his 
promises and goodness to his people. The command to test asserts the impossibility of 
God’s failing to respond to his people’s obedience. 

ii. Will God really “open the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing until it overflows” if I 
start to tithe?  

1. Randy Alcorn:  

a. Perhaps. But we must recognize that this oft-quoted passage (Malachi 3:10) was 
written not as a blanket promise to Christians in all times and all places, but to a 

https://www.esv.org/Deuteronomy+6%3A16/


very specific group of people in history—the impoverished, insecure Israelites 
living in the land after their return from exile in Babylon.  

b. Many “health-and-wealth” teachers today misuse this passage to guarantee 
that God will give us prosperity in this life if we only start to tithe, especially to 
their ministries. (Other pastors use this passage less controversially as an 
encouragement to people who hesitate to give.)  

c. But do these same teachers also promise that God will send us into exile in 
Babylon if we don’t tithe? Such promises tend to ignore the context of Malachi 
3, which is tied intimately to life in the promised land of Israel after the people 
returned from exile.  

d. The command to give generously is not limited to a set percentage either in the 
Old Testament or the New. Instead, we are called to love our neighbor as we 
ourselves want to be loved (1 John 3:16-18), just as Jesus loved us (2 Corinthians 
8:9). Of course, God in his gracious sovereignty may decide to bless us if we give 
generously. For instance, the apostle Paul taught the Corinthians they would be 
blessed if they contributed to the collection for the poor, so that they would “be 
made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion” (2 
Corinthians 9:11). But we should not tithe or practice any other form of giving 
solely for the economic benefits it might bring; our chief goal should be to 
glorify God (2 Corinthians 9:12-15). 
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