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1. Faithfulness to the law of Moses (4:4) 

a. How has the law of Moses provided a background to the charges leveled against the 

people by Malachi?  

i. 1:8-10, 12-13; 2:12; 3:4 – sacrifice and worship 

ii. 2:1-9 – Priesthood 

iii. 3:8 – Tithe 

b. What does the reference to Horeb refer to?  

i. Another name for Mt Sinai where they were given the law 

ii. Deut. 1:6  6 "The LORD our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying, 'You have stayed 

long enough at this mountain. 

iii. Deut. 4:10 10 "Remember the day you stood before the LORD your God at 
Horeb, when the LORD said to me, 'Assemble the people to Me, that I may let 
them hear My words so they may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the 
earth, and that they may teach their children.' 

iv. Deut. 5:2  2 "The LORD our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. 
c. Exp. Commentary - Malachi spurs their memory by reminding them of the divine origin 

of these laws (“that I commanded”) and the place of their giving (“Horeb”), original 

audience (“all Israel”), and content (“statutes and rules”). 

d. Although about 1,000 later, they are still commanded to remember these commands 

and follow them.  

2. Anticipation of the coming Elijah (4:5-6) 

a. Malachi has already talked about this messenger in 3:1ff. What do we learn about this 

messenger and His relationship to the Lord’s coming?  

i. God will send him 

ii. He will clear the way before the Lord 

iii. Then the Lord will come to His temple – He (the Lord) will be the messenger of 

the covenant 

1. His coming will be to refine and to judge  

b. Why is he referred to as “Elijah” when it is not literally Elijah but John the Baptist? 

i. See Matthew 17:1-5, 10-13 – what did they expect? How did Jesus correct 

them?  

ii. John the Baptist was an Elijah like figure 

iii. ESV - It is likely that this future prophet is identified with Elijah not because 

Elijah was spared from death, as if this might permit a literal return to life, but 

because the future messenger would have a prophetic ministry similar to that of 

the historical Elijah. Compare the many OT predictions of a future “David” that 

do not suggest David’s literal return to life (Jer. 30:9; Ezek. 34:23–25; 37:24). 

c. What is the “great and terrible day of the Lord” referring to?  

i. 17 explicit mentions of “Day of the Lord” in the OT, 4 in the NT 

1. It’s a time for God to judge and deliver 

https://www.esv.org/Jeremiah+30%3A9/
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel+34%3A23%E2%80%9325%3B+Ezekiel+37%3A24/


2. Sometimes they are near and “small” – Like being taken away in exile 

(Amos 5:18ff, 27). Other times it is clearly cataclysmic and looking to the 

eschatological events associated with the return of Christ.  

ii. The Day of the Lord is a time of divine judgment and deliverance.  

iii. Joel refers to it 5 times 

1. Joel 1:15 Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is near, And it will 
come as destruction from the Almighty. 

2. Joel 2:11 The LORD utters His voice before His army; Surely His camp is 
very great, For strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the 
LORD is indeed great and very awesome, And who can endure it? 

iv. Still future in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 and 2 Pet 3:10 

1. Thessalonians 2:1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, 2 
that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed 
either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that 
the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it 
will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of 
lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and 
exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he 
takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 

2. 2 Pet. 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the 

heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed 

with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 

d. Why would a primary goal of “Elijah’s” ministry be to reconcile father’s and children?  

i. The home is often where we feel the pain of the curse most sharply, with 

people we love and yet sin gets in the way of closeness and relationship. The 

Lord will restore those relationships in the return of Christ and the 

establishment of His kingdom.  


