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Intro 

The Bible can feel like disconnected books. The more we can see the overlap and connections, the more we 

grow in basic bible literacy.   

1. Malachi was a contemporary of Nehemiah.  

a. ESV Study Bible: Malachi was probably a contemporary of Ezra and Nehemiah in the mid-fifth century 

b.c. This is supported by the implied existence of the temple (Mal. 1:10; 3:1, 8), which requires a date 

after its reconstruction c. 516 b.c. Further support is offered by the reference to a “governor” (1:8), 

since this term is often used for regional officials during the Persian period (539–332 b.c.). The most 

compelling evidence for dating Malachi, however, is the substantial parallel between the sins reproved 

by Malachi and those reproved by Ezra and Nehemiah. 

2. The context and theme of Nehemiah 

a. Overview of OT Timeline 

b.  Babylonian invasion 

i. 2 Chronicles 36:18-20   18 All the articles of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures 

of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king and of his officers, he brought them all to 

Babylon.  19 Then they burned the house of God and broke down the wall of Jerusalem, and 

burned all its fortified buildings with fire and destroyed all its valuable articles.  20 Those who had 

escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon; and they were servants to him and to his 

sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, 

ii. The people were carried away more than 800 miles to Babylon 

iii. The Medes and Persians overthrew Babylon and had a different way of handling their concurred 

subjects.  

1. Babylonians – exiled and dispersed people from their homelands 

2. Persians – left people in homelands or returned them, thinking this would promote 

loyalty 

iv. Book of Ezra recounts the rebuilding of the temple under Zerubabel 

1. Temple was in “rubble” 

2. Rejoicing and weeping as it was completed 

3. But the city was still without a wall, meaning they were defenseless and vulnerable 

v. Book of Nehemiah recounts the rebuilding of the wall and the people under Nehemiah 

1. Wall was “knee high” (Knee-high-amiah) 

c. The Three Roles of Nehemiah 

The key human character in the book is obviously Nehemiah. He is a powerful model for leadership and 

faithfulness.  

He was a layman – not a priest, not a prophet – but he was unusually burdened with zeal for the glory of the 

God of Israel. Not even a king.  

https://www.esv.org/Malachi+1%3A10%3B+Malachi+3%3A1%3B+Malachi+3%3A8/
https://www.esv.org/Malachi+1%3A8/


i. Cupbearer (1:1-2:10) 

Nehemiah 1:11b   . . . Now I was the cupbearer to the king. 

What did the cupbearer do? Was it like a butler or waiter?  

Tasted the wine and sampled food before the king to see if someone poisoned it. Must be 

trusted. Must be in close proximity to the king. Some historians believe the cupbearers typically 

had great political influence.  

ii. Wall-builder  (2:11-6:19) 

Nehemiah 2:17  Then I said to them, "You see the bad situation we are in, that Jerusalem is 

desolate and its gates burned by fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem so that we will no 

longer be a reproach." 

Runs across intense difficulty as he seeks to rebuild the wall.  

It’s the will of God that they be rebuilt, but it doesn’t mean it will be easy.  

Good reminder for us that the things that are right, honoring to God, need to be done, 

won’t necessarily be easy and smooth sailing.  

Azurdia – the Bible isn’t a fairy tale – we can read a fairy tale and think, “how come my life 

isn’t like that?” But when we read the Bible we realize, “Oh, my life is kind of like that.” 

Flawed characters, difficult circumstances, but marked by the grace of God.  

iii. Governor (7-13) 

Nehemiah 7:1-2  Now when the wall was rebuilt and I had set up the doors, and the gatekeepers 

and the singers and the Levites were appointed,  2 then I put Hanani my brother, and Hananiah 

the commander of the fortress, in charge of Jerusalem, for he was a faithful man and feared God 

more than many. 

Far more difficult task than rebuilding the wall was rebuilding the spiritual life of the people.  

d. Overall theme – Trust in the covenant-keeping God 

3. Parallel issues in Nehemiah and Malachi 

a. Corruption of the priesthood (Mal. 1:6–2:9; Neh. 13:4–9, 29–31)  

i. Nepotism as Eliashib the priest gave a room to Tobiah, his relative, in the temple.  

b. Marriage to foreign idolaters (Mal. 2:10–12; Neh. 10:30; 13:1–3, 23–27)  

c. Abuse of the disadvantaged (Mal. 3:5; Neh. 5:1–13)  

d. Failure to pay tithes (Mal. 3:8–10; Neh. 10:32–39; 13:10–13) 
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