Week of September 2, 2018

SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE
Worship | Community | Mission
Welcome Back!

Now that it’s a new ministry year at
UPC, you’ll get a Sermon
Discussion Guide each weekend.
Remember why we have
Community Groups: they are
UPC’s primary way of shepherding the flock and building gospel
community. And don’t forget your
main responsibility as a leader: to
create an environment of grace
and truth in your Community
Group.

Quick Start Guide to Haggai

Here’s what you need to know
about the book we are studying
this fall:

When? 520 B.C., the second year
of the Persian king Darius
Who? Haggai was a prophet who
brought God’s word to the people
of Jerusalem after they returned
from exile in Babylon. Little is
known about him. He had
probably returned to Jerusalem
with the exiles from Babylon 18
years earlier in 538 B.C.
Why? Key themes in Haggai:
• “Build the house” (1:8)
• Misplaced priorities (1:9)
• “Be strong…for I am with
you” (2:4)
• The presence of the Holy Spirit
(2:5)
• Glorious future restoration
(2:6-9)
• Messiah is coming (2:20-23)

“The Word of the Lord Came”
Haggai 1:1

Warm Up
• What is something you’ve faced that you were not ready
for?
• Has rearranging a room ever made a big difference in
your home?
• Have you ever been rescued?

Review the Sermon
• What was happening in Jerusalem that cried out for the
word of the Lord from Haggai?
• What is the first step on the journey to restored hope?
• Can you recall the three main points of Pastor Matt’s
sermon? Here’s a hint: “The word of the Lord comes
when….”

Apply the Sermon
• What is it that makes us think there will be a better time
in the future to step out in faith and do something God is
calling us to do? Why do we often play the "I’m just not
ready yet" card?
• Why do we tend to favor the hopeless situation we
know over the hopeful situation we don’t (yet) know? In
other words, why do we doubt whether or not God
knows, and calls us to, what’s best for us? Why do we
think we are better at designing our lives than he is?
• How does the cross help us believe that God’s word
comes to rescue us? (Recall the three things the trapped
soccer players believed.)

