
SERIES: PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM 

JOINING JESUS’ HOUSEHOLD: THE LIGHT IN THE HOUSE SHINES OUTSIDE TOO  
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1ST: KINGDOM LIGHT: THE SOWER (WORD OF THE KINGDOM  13:3-8, 18-23) PRECEDES, IN 

MARK 4:21-25 & LUKE 8:16-18, JESUS’ WORD THAT LAMPS AREN’T LIT TO BE HIDDEN. 

A. Matthew 5 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven. 

 

 

B. Note the similarities of The Sower/The Word of the Kingdom (Mat 13:3-8, 18-
23) and The Good Seed and Weeds (Mat 13:24-30, 36-43): (1) The evil one 
and an enemy seek to hinder God’s seed; (2) false growth for a time seems to 
be the real thing; (3) the seed that multiplies and the seed that is the sons of 
the kingdom only shine forth over time. (hidden>revealed) 

 
 
 
 

2ND: THOSE WHO HAVE EARS TO HEAR ARE FROM KINGDOM SEED, SONS & DAUGHTERS OF JESUS’ 

NEW HOUSEHOLD, SHEEP WHO KNOW THEIR MASTER’S VOICE: (see John 10:22-30). 
                           Matthew 13:31-46 
 

A. The grain of mustard seed and The leaven hid in three measures of flour (Mat 
13:31-33) are a reverse twist on The Sower and The Weeds; the initial 
hiddenness of the mustard seed and of leaven that touches every molecule 
show the unexpected power of kingdom seed and light. Mat 13:34-35: Psalm 
78:2: once hidden; now taught to our children and proclaimed. 

B. Jesus is forming a new household: Ephesians 2:19-20; 1 Peter 2:4-5; 4:17. 
 

Matthew 10 25 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the 
servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, 
how much more will they malign those of his household. 
 

C. Those who hear and see what Jesus says and does will spend everything to be 
in his new household, to have a part in God’s new treasure and inheritance 
(Mat 13:44-46). 

 

 
 

 
 

 
. 

 
3RD: JESUS’ MINISTRY IS FIRST TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF ISRAEL, BUT JESUS’ LIGHT THAT SHINES FIRST 

IN A HOUSE MUST SOON SHINE TO OUTSIDERS TOO (5:16); JESUS’ STIRS SUCH HOSTILITY BECAUSE 

HIS NEW HOUSEHOLD—WITH ITS STORES OF BOTH OLD AND NEW (13:51-52) SETS NEW 

BOUNDARIES FOR EVERY CHURCH, NATION, AND HOUSEHOLD.   
 

A. The Parable of the Dragnet (13:47) as does The Good Seed and Weeds points 
to God’s forbearance during the age of the Gospel; the line between good and 
evil runs inside every fallen human being until redemption comes in fulness. 

B. 13:51-52 pushes every disciple/scribe towards wisdom, discerning old & new. 

C. Jesus no doubt mixed more old and new in this synagogue (13:53-58), and 
jarred their understanding of how the boundaries of God’s kingdom fit with 
their nation, their village, and Jesus’ own household (see Mat 12:46-50). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Questions for Meditation, Study, and Small Group Discussion 

1. Mat 5:14-16 comes right out of the Beatitudes in Mat 5:1-12; how does 5:14-15 fit 
together with Peter’s application of the Gospel to our behavior in 1 Peter 3:8-17? 

2. While the church is to have and seek to uphold standards of teaching and behavior for 
her leaders and for her members, what dangers flow from ignoring Jesus’ teaching in 
and around these parables if we seek to purify our church completely now or transform 
society and “establish the kingdom” without the daily need of the cross and the 
ultimate bodily return of Christ? 

3. In what ways do we get into difficulty if we view nation, or ideology, or utopian dream, 
or earthly families, as more valuable than being a member of Jesus’ new household, his 
true church/body? 

4. What examples can you think of which have gotten churches, denominations, or 
theologies into difficulty when they don’t realize that the riches of Jesus’ new 
household contain both old and new and must draw from both—and draw from both 
with the wisdom of humble submission to Christ and all his Word? How does this need 
show us both the absolute need for wise teachers AND the absolute need for church 
members who think and ask questions—and leaders who don’t fear questions but 
invite and are thankful for them? 


