
Valley
Presbyterian 
Church

Valley Presbyterian Church exists to make disciples of  Jesus by gathering for 
the public worship of  God; by growing in the grace and knowledge of  Jesus 
Christ through christian education; and sending God’s people to go out into 

the world and love their neighbors and cities for the glory of  God

Liturgy for 
July 25, 2021

Location:
9200 Haskell Ave. North Hills CA 91343

Service Time:
11:00 am



Welcome to Valley Presbyterian Church!
We trust that you will experience the presence of  Christ 

and the welcome of his people as you gather with us this morning. 
Below are a series of  answers to questions that are often asked about 
our worship service. We hope that you will find them informative. If  
you have any other questions please feel free to contact our pastors 
directly at valleypresbyterian@gmail.com

Does your church have a statement of 
faith?
Yes! Valley Presbyterian Church is part of  the 
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), and as a part 
of  the PCA we subscribe to a document called the 
Westminster Standards. This document consists of  the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith, and two Catechisms 
(the Larger and Shorter Catechisms) which are meant 
to be helpful teaching tools for the people of  God. 
The Westminster Standards can be found online, but 
the basics of  what we believe can be found in your 
bulletin. We confess these basics every week when we 
recite the Nicene Creed, which has been a summary 
of  the Christian faith for over 1,500 years!

Why is your worship so... liturgical?
Believe it or not, every church is liturgical. Some 
liturgies consist of  three songs, announcements, 
a 50 minute sermon, etc. Those liturgies tend to 
reflect many Christian churches in North America. 
Our worship service is ordered the way that it is 
because it is a reflection of  how God has met with his 
people throughout the history of  the world. Here’s a 
breakdown of  why we do what we do:

•God gathers His People → At the appointed 
time, the Church of  the Lord Jesus Christ gathers for 
worship, recognizing that God Himself  has brought 
together His people.

•We come to God by Faith → In continued 
response to God’s call to worship, we offer our first 

prayer to God. This prayer also reflects our adoration 
and affection for God, acknowledging Him as our 
Creator and Redeemer.

•God Reshapes the Hearts and lives of 
His People → God once again addresses us directly 
through His holy Word. As we are faced with God’s 
perfect holiness, there is only one appropriate 
response—the confession of  our sin. Having heard 
God’s Law and having confessed our sins, what 
we need most is to have the gospel of  Jesus Christ 
proclaimed to us! It is here that God assures us of  His 
forgiveness and Fatherly love toward us!

•God uses His People in His Service → We 
now enter into a time of  intercessory prayer, both for 
Christ’s church and the world. The Kingdom of  God 
is built through the prayers of  the church, so we pray 
because we are given this privilege as His servant-
people. In grateful response to all of  God’s gifts to us, 
we offer a token of  appreciation to Him. Our financial 
gifts to God are the confession of  our stewardship.

•God speaks to us through His Word → 
The preaching of  the Word is the primary way God 
addresses sinners to receive salvation and to grow in it. 
Thus in preaching, God continues to speak to us with 
the love of  Jesus.

•God renews His Covenant with us → 
The reading and the preaching of  the Word is 
when God audibly speaks His gospel to us, then the 
administration of  the sacraments is when God visibly 
shows His gospel to us. The Lord’s Supper is God 
visibly communing with us at His table.
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•God sends His People out with His 
blessing → Just as God initiated worship, so now God 
concludes worship with His benediction, His “good 
word.” In the benediction, God, through the Pastor, 
blesses His beloved people. We can all objectively say 
after worship that we were blessed. As it is not a prayer, 
but a pronouncement, we lift up our faces to the Lord 
as He blesses us, for His face shines upon us and His 
grace and peace are ours forevermore.

Why is there so much Scripture reading in 
your worship service?

The Bible is central in our worship service because 
we believe the Bible is God’s word, and we need to 
hear from God when we gather together. One of  Jesus’ 
apostles, Paul, wrote, “Until I come, devote yourself  to 
the public reading of  Scripture, to exhortation, and to 
teaching.” (1 Tim. 4:13) It is through God’s word that 
faith is created in our hearts (Rom. 10:17), and we are 
made holy (John 17:17).

Why do you take communion most 
Sundays?

Communion is a Holy Sacrament of  the Church 
(along with Baptism). The word Sacrament is a 
translation of  a Greek word which means “mystery.” 
Baptism and Communion are the “mysteries” of  the 
church, because through them God works powerfully 
through his Word and Spirit nourishing our faith with 
Christ and all his benefits. Holy Communion is not 
an empty ritual, or a mere “remembrance” of  Jesus’ 
death, it is fellowship with the risen Christ. In Holy 
Communion, Jesus and all of  his gifts are offered to 
the faithful. If  you have never been baptized, or if  
you are not a Christian, please abstain from taking 
Communion. If  you’d like to take Communion, or to 
be baptized, speak to either of  the Pastors, or to one of  
the Elders. We would be happy to assist you in taking 
steps toward Baptism, or your first Communion.

Communion Information: We are serving both 
juice and wine as we partake of  the Lord’s Supper 
together. Both juice and wine serve as appropriate 
elements of  communion as both fit the biblical 
requirement of  being fruit of  the vine. Please pick 

up the cups of  bread and the vine as you enter for 
worship.  Let us come to Christ’s table together 
rejoicing in our salvation!

Why do you baptize babies?
We baptize the children of  believing parents 

because it is in line with the teaching of  Scripture. 
We don’t baptize babies because it’s a nice tradition, 
or because it’s what the universal church practiced 
up until the time of  the Reformation. In the Bible, 
the children of  believers are always treated as holy 
members of  God’s church by virtue of  God’s promises 
(1 Cor. 7:14). In the Old Testament, God commanded 
that the sign of  membership in God’s visible church be 
given to infants who didn’t yet have faith (Gen.17:12). 
This principle still stands with the New Testament sign 
of  Baptism (Acts 2:39; 16:15.)

Why is worship led by Pastors and Elders?
Pastors and Elders are those whom Christ has 

gifted and have been set apart by ordination by the 
Presbytery or congregation to be God’s representatives 
and undershepherds of  the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
don’t submit to God’s Word because it comes from 
charismatic teachers, or funny communicators; we 
submit to it because it comes from those who have 
been set apart for the office of  elder to speak the truth 
in love that we may grow more and more into the 
image of  Christ.
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God Calls Us 
to Worship ✝

Prelude
Welcome

GOD GATHERS HIS PEOPLE 

Ben Mason 

Pastor Ron Svendsen

Psalm 66:1-12                
Shout with joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of  his name; make his praise glorious! Say to 

God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you. 
All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing praise to your name.” Come and 
see what God has done, how awesome his works in man’s behalf ! He turned the sea to dry land, 
they passed through the waters on foot – come, let us rejoice in him. He rules forever by his power, 
his eyes watch the nations – let not the rebellious rise up against him. Praise our God, O peoples, 
let the sound of  his praise be heard; he has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping. For 
you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver. You brought us into prison and laid burdens on 
our backs. You let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us to 
a place of  abundance.

Hymn of 
Praise ✝
#65

✝ Standing if able.
* The congregation 
speaks the words 
printed in bold.

3

LORD’S DAY WORSHIP 



WE COME TO GOD BY FAITH 

Salutation

Prayer of 
Adoration

Pastor Jason Petterson

Confession of 
Faith ✝

The NiceNe creed

Pastor:   People of  God, what do you believe?
All: 

 We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of  heaven 
and earth, of  all things visible and invisible.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of  
God, begotten of  his Father before all worlds, God of  God, 
Light of  Light, very God of  very God, begotten, not made, 
being of  one substance with the Father; by whom all things 
were made; who for us and for our salvation came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of  the virgin 
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day 
he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  the Father; and he 
shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the 
dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of  life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by 
the prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church; we acknowledge one baptism for* the remission of  
sins; and we look for the resurrection of  the dead, and the life 
of  the world to come. Amen

*”for”, not because of, or as the means of, our sins being remitted but 

as representative of our sins being remitted
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Calling On 
Our God

Psalm 121:1; 124:8            Pastor Jason Petterson

Pastor:  I lift my eyes to the hills.  From where does my help come?
All:  

Our help is in the name of  the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth

Gloria Patri ✝
#734

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen!



To Declare His 
Praise ✝

ONly a hOly GOd

Who else commands all the hosts of  heaven
Who else could make every king bow down
Who else can whisper and darkness trembles
Only a Holy God

What other beauty demands such praises
What other splendor outshines the sun
What other majesty rules with justice
Only a Holy God

Come and behold Him
The One and the Only
Cry out, sing holy
Forever a Holy God
Come and worship the Holy God

What other glory consumes like fire
What other power can raise the dead
What other name remains undefeated
Only a Holy God

Come and behold Him
The One and the Only
Cry out, sing holy
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✝ Standing if able.
* The congregation 
speaks the words 
printed in bold.

Through 
Assurance of 
Pardon

Psalm 103:8-12  

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He 
will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as 
our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens 
are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is 
from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Through 
Confessing 
Our Sins

(Silently)                Pastor Ron Svendsen

GOD RESHAPES THE HEARTS AND LIVES OF HIS PEOPLE
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Forever a Holy God
Come and worship the Holy God

Who else could rescue me from my failing
Who else would offer His only Son
Who else invites me to call Him Father
Only a Holy God
Only my Holy God

Come and behold Him
The One and the Only
Cry out, sing holy
Forever a Holy God
Come and worship the Holy God

GOD USES HIS PEOPLE IN HIS SERVICE
As We Pray 
For Our World

Pastor Jason Petterson

The Lord’s 
Prayer

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy king-
dom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debt-
ors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil; For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

As We Give To 
God’s Work 
Throughout  
The World 

OfferTOry 

GOD SPEAKS TO US THROUGH HIS WORD
acTs 16:16-40                Pastor Ron SvendsenScripture 

Reading

The POwer Of GOd TO saveMessage 

GOD RENEWS HIS COVENANT WITH US
Pastor Jason PettersonCommunion
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✝ Standing if able.

GOD SENDS HIS PEOPLE OUT WITH HIS 
BLESSING

Hymn Of 
Response ✝

The lOrd is my salvaTiON

    The grace of  God has reached for me
    And pulled me from the raging sea
    And I am safe on this solid ground
    The Lord is my salvation

    I will not fear when darkness falls
    His strength will help me scale these walls
    I’ll see the dawn of  the rising sun
    The Lord is my salvation

    CHORUS
    Who is like the Lord our God?
    Strong to save, faithful in love
    My debt is paid and the vict’ry won
    The Lord is my salvation

    My hope is hidden in the Lord
    He flow’rs each promise of  His Word
    When winter fades I know spring will come
    The Lord is my salvation

    In times of  waiting, times of  need
    When I know loss, when I am weak
    I know His grace will renew these days
    The Lord is my salvation

    CHORUS

    And when I reach my final day
    He will not leave me in the grave
    But I will rise,
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God’s 
Benediction ✝

his GOOd wOrd TO his PeOPle

Postlude Ben Mason 

    He will call me home
    The Lord is my salvation

    CHORUS

     Glory be to God the Father
     Glory be to God the Son
     Glory be to God the Spirit
     The Lord is our salvation

    CHORUS



Community Groups
We grow together in our faith, not 
just on Sunday mornings but by 
gathering to share meals, talk about 
the Bible, and pray with each other. 
Check out one of  our community 
groups nearest to you! 

Encino
Sunday at 7pm/monthly
Host/Leader: Elder Jeff Oxman
Contact: 818-616-2373
Topic: The Gospel of Mark

Northridge
Sunday at 7pm/monthly
Host/Leader: Elder Bruce Mateko & 
Larry Shaw
Contact: 818-886-1233 
Topic: The Lives and Teachings of The 
Apostles 

North Hills
1st & 3rd Sundays at 4pm
Host/Leader: Elder Jaime Garcia
Contact: 818-631-0408 
Topic: “Knowing God” by J. I. Packer

West Hills
Sundays at 6pm
Host/Leader: Elder Alex Bryer
Contact: (818) 521-6475
Topic: James

Valencia/Santa Clarita Sunday Sunday 
at 2pm
Leader: Pastor Jason
Topic: Westminster Shorter 
Catechism

Santa Clarita
2nd & 4th Sundays at 5:30pm 
Leader: Pastor Ron
Contact: 818-894-9200
Topic: “Knowing God” by J. I. Packer (not 
meeting until September)

Burbank
6:30pm
Leader: Pastor Ron
Contact: 818-894-9200
Topic: “Knowing God” by J. I. Packer (not 
meeting until September)

Sunday Morning Sunday School & 
Worship
Adult & Children’s Sunday School
Prayer at 9:30am.
Sunday School is held for both our children and adults from 
10:00-10:45am each week. The adult class is held in the Fellow-
ship Room. Children’s classes are available for ages 3 and above. 
For more information see below:

Adult: Going Through The Old Testament: 2 Samuel 19-23 & 
Psalm 18 {next week – 2 Samuel 24 & 1 Kings 1-4} - Fellowship 
Room - Pastor Jason 

Children’s Sunday  School: 

•[Ages 8 & up] Westminster Shorter Catechism - Upper 
Room North - Elder John

•[Ages 3-7] Beginners Kids’ Quest Catechism Club - VPC 
Members Carly Mischke and Theresa Martinez 

Adult Basic Beliefs: For those interested in a personal 
relationship with God, exploring the distinctives of  the Reformed 
faith, or membership in this particular body of  believers - Church 
Office- Pastor Ron - This does not obligate you to join the church 
but you do need to attend if  you desire to become a member of  
VPC. {a new class will begin soon!} Let Pastor Ron know, or the 
church office if  you are interested.

Post-Worship Fellowship & Snack
Refreshments and fellowship on the North Patio.

Children are Welcome in Worship
As part of  the covenant family of  God, we encourage you to keep 
your children with you in worship regardless of  their age, so that 
they may follow your example in worshipping God. Don’t worry 
if  your children are a bit restless or noisy. However, if  you believe 
your child is too restless or noisy during a worship service, don’t 
hesitate However, if  your child is too restless or noisy during a 
worship service, don’t hesitate to use the Fellowship Room right 
off the Narthex.. 

Prayer & Praise
Praise! – Donna Doepke is doing well and should be coming 
home soon!
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Announcements & Needs
Women In The Word – Women’s Community Group
We are currently on break until further notice

To My VPC Family from Lexee Mason:  Over the past 8 years that I’ve been at 
Valley Presbyterian, I’ve made some amazing friendships and wonderful 
memories. The gift of  God is truly great when presented in love; While at 
Valley Presbyterian, I experienced love in all of  our congregation. Such 
amazing bonds I will never forget. Thank you for 8 great years and I hope to 
return and keep up on the live sermons.
Here are the links for our wedding registry that many have asked for:
https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift/39b863489c634fd69cae5a60816bb9d0
https://www.amazon.com/wedding/lexee-davis-logan-mason--january-2023/regis-
try/1AHPIVYIFRN4A 

Session has decided that, beginning on Sunday August 1st, the ushers will resume 
the collecting of  our tithes and offerings by coming down the aisles and pass-
ing the offering plates. Although we will no longer have the offering boxes in 
the narthex, you will continue to have the option to give online at https://
www.valleypresbyterian.org/giving

Connecting at VPC
If  you are new, or a recent visitor to Valley Presbyterian Church, please email 
the church so we can add you to the VPC email list to keep you in the loop 
with the latest church news.   
valleypresbyterian@gmail.com

Following Worship - Pastors and Elders are available for prayer or 
counsel
Our Elders and Pastors have been set apart by God for the spiritual care 
of  those the Lord brings to VPC. Life has many ups and downs and our 
undershepherds make themselves available each week after the worship 
service to care for those in need. The Bible calls us to rejoice with those 
who rejoice and weep with those who weep (and everything in between). 
Wherever you find yourself  this morning please don’t be shy about seeking 
out a pastor or elder for prayer or counsel. Feel free to speak to one of  them 
at the Narthex doors as you exit if  you would like meet with them for counsel 
or prayer.

-If  you need assistance, be sure to ask an usher-
Sunday School Takes Place 
Every Sunday!

Sundays | 10am

Mid-Week Bible Study! Wednesdays |  7pm
Pastor Jason is leading us through The Gospel of  John. 
Location: VPC Fellowship Room
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A Church Where God’s 
People Gather, Grow and Go

For The Glory Of  God
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The LORD’s Day


