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Family	Matters		
Part 7 

 

The Nature Of The Child 
 

Proverbs 22:15 “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; 
the rod of discipline will remove it far from him.” 

 
In my early parenting years, I enjoyed taking my son and daughter to the 

local park on my day off. One Monday, as we enjoyed the swings and playground 
with several other mothers and their children, we noticed a specific event unfold 
between a mother and her child. The mother told her son it was time to go home, 
but the child did not agree, so he fell on the ground and began to kick and 
scream, throwing wood chips into the air. I believe some call this a tantrum. This 
interaction became the entertainment for the morning. It was obvious the mother 
was embarrassed by his response to her as everyone was watching. The mother 
began various common psychological techniques to try to motivate the child to 
comply. She started with begging and negotiation, and then bribery, and then to 
raise her voice, all to no avail. She proceeded to manipulation using verbal 
threats, yet the child continued to lay there throwing chips in the air. She then 
tried a scare tactic, “Then I am just going home and leave you at the park by 
yourself” trick, and headed to her car. Nothing changed – he didn’t even look up 
as she was walking to the vehicle. She sat in her car for a few minutes, until 
finally, out of anger and sheer desperation, she came fuming out of the vehicle 
and walked up to the child, and said, “We’re going home NOW whether you like it 
or not!”  She grabbed his arm and literally dragged her son across the woodchips, 
over the concrete playground curb, across the lawn, and picked him up by his 
britches, and threw him in the back seat of her car and drove away. I don’t 
remember if he even made it in his car seat. Everyone in the park had their jaw on 
the ground. Unbelievable! 

  
But the most precious part of this whole drama was what my son said. As 

he and my daughter had watched this whole thing unfold, he turned to me and 
said in complete shock, “Dad, did you see what that boy was doing? He sure 
needs a spanking!”  I suddenly had a warm fuzzy “A-hah” moment. My son and 
daughter got it. The nature of the child was obvious to all. All the pop 
psychological techniques which seem vogue today did not address his sinful heart. 
What that little boy desperately needed was loving, firm, consistent correction – 
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not empty words, not threats, not candy, not an ice cream cone, not negotiation, 
not manipulation, not abandonment, nor harsh treatment, but a good firm, 
painful, life-altering spanking to reset his rebellious spirit. There is a button on the 
bottom of every child’s backside that says, “Push HERE firmly to reset if object is 
not working properly.”  I call that the need for, “the board of education to be 
applied to the seat of wisdom and knowledge.” Sometimes you just got to push 
the button to restore peace and reset order to your family life, because every 
child has an inborn inclination towards evil. Foolishness is common, righteousness 
must be taught. 

 
There is no aspect of man’s personality, thoughts, emotions, attitudes, 

motives, desires, or his will, that is free from the corruption of sin or immune to 
its control. Even before birth, a child comes prewired with a tendency toward 
rebellion and foolishness. Whatever good could be in a child, it is tainted by their 
sinful depraved heart. If left to himself, a child will self-destruct. If all boundaries, 
rules, and fear of correction are removed, a child will do just that – act according 
to his sinful nature. Children may be naïve and inexperienced, but they are not 
innocent, nor are they good. The seeds of sin are already embedded in the soil of 
a child’s heart from the moment of birth, and will take root as soon as they are 
watered and given opportunity to sprout. Children know at an early age what is 
right and wrong – acceptable and unacceptable behavior (Ps. 58:3; Is. 7:15, 16; 
48:8; Rom. 2:15), even before they can speak. They know it intuitively, and as 
they interact with us as parents through our tone of voice and correction, they 
understand what ought to and ought not to be done.  

  
I remember one specific time my son was eating spaghetti in his highchair. 

As any normal child would do, spaghetti was everywhere – in his hair, on his 
clothes, all over his face, and all over his highchair tray – but not so much in his 
mouth. I remember him suddenly taking a handful of spaghetti and holding it over 
the side of his tray. I looked him squarely in the face and said strongly as his 
father, “NO! Don’t you dare throw that spaghetti on the floor! If you do, I will 
spank your hand!”  He looked at me for a moment contemplating his next move, 
he looked back at the spaghetti in his hand, and then looked at me again for a 
delayed period of time, and then with an evil smirk on his face, he let it fly. It was 
a good thing we had linoleum on our kitchen floor. My wife and I looked at each 
other and tried to hide our laughter, but it quickly turned into shock and 
amazement, as we realized his blatant disobedience. What we saw was a clear 
indication of his sinful heart. There was no doubt in our minds he clearly 
understood what I said and he willfully disobeyed. How could this little child be 
that strongly defiant?  He knew exactly what I said NOT to do. HE KNEW, and yet 
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he did it anyway, even knowing consequences would follow. How many of you 
have told your kids not to run into the street, and they look back at you for a 
moment with an evil smile, but they turn and run across the street. Infants 
understand much more than we are willing to give them credit for. They know far 
more before they can talk. Children understand right and wrong and parental 
authority far before they can articulate it. There is no such thing as the “terrible 
two’s” for the nature of the child is consistently sinful from the day he is born. He 
needs a heart transformation. 

 
The nature of a child resists obedience. Honestly, rebellion is in the heart of 

all of us. “Nobody is going to tell me what to do.” “I am going to do what I want.”  
“I know you said that, but I am going to do this.”  “I know what’s best for me, not 
you.”  “I’ll figure this out on my own., I don’t need you.”  Sound familiar?  You tell 
a child not to touch a hot pan, and what do they do?  They touch it and get 
burned. You tell them to leave the fire in the fire pit, and they land sparks on their 
clothes and your new camping chair. You tell them not to touch an electric socket 
and they stick a pipe cleaner in it and watch it catch fire. You tell them not to put 
a certain item in their mouths, and guess what?  You tell them not to shove peas 
in their noses or ears, and you then have to find your tweezers. You tell them to 
hang on tightly to the rail when they go up the stairs, and they go tumbling down 
the stairs. You tell them not to keep pestering the cat, and they keep it up and get 
scratched. You have to instruct them that a nerf sword is not appropriate to use 
across their brother’s face. You have to teach them that everything in the church 
nursery is not theirs. You have to teach them that a permanent marker on a white 
wall is not modern art. You tell them that toys do not belong in the toilet, and 
then you have to find your plunger. And just when you tell them not to do 
something, they want to do it all the more. Paul said in Romans 7:7b, 8a “I would 
not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’ But 
sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of 
every kind.” Children must be taught to obey because they need to learn 
specifically what is right and wrong. Moral virtue doesn’t come prewired. No one 
has to teach a child to disobey. It comes naturally right out of the box. 
Righteousness is a learned trait. They don’t suddenly have wisdom. They don’t 
default to doing the right thing. If left to themselves, they will truly self-destruct. 
They will choose evil over good. The first years are crucial because they don’t 
know what to put IN their mouths, or what NOT to put in their mouths, or how to 
take care of themselves because they are completely dependent on their parents. 
Teaching obedience is no easy task as a parent. It is an uphill battle. So why is it 
such a battle with my child, and with mankind in general?  I thought little Jimmy 
was basically good and it was society that makes him bad?  Before we can apply 
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an appropriate solution to the behavior we find in children, we must first 
diagnose the problem. So what is your child’s basic problem? 

 
What is the nature of a child?  

Your answer to this question will have a direct effect on how you come to 
your parenting. Are children just animals who react to certain stimuli, products of 
Darwinian evolutionary theory of random chance and time, that can be 
manipulated through behavioral modification and social engineering to do what 
society wants when it wants it (similar to Pavlov’s dogs who were trained to 
salivate when they heard bells)?  Do we just need to redirect their behavior to 
something relatively “positive” (whatever that is) or what we prefer, by coaxing 
and rewards to control their attitude and behavior towards a certain direction?  
Remember, a cup only spills what is inside.   

 
Are children blank slates, born innocent, neutral, and their environment or 

experiences are what dictate what they are or what they will become?  Are 
children who “misbehave” products of their socio-economic fate who just need to 
be dealt a different set of cards, taught the “right” set of facts, given the “right” 
form of education, or presented with the “right” opportunity which will change 
their present circumstances and cause them to conform to social norms?  Only 
then will they grow up to be “good” citizens, Right?  Are we all victims and not 
responsible for our behavior?  If not us, then who is responsible?  If the problem 
is a child’s environment – change his surroundings. If it is a problem of lack of 
education, give him different information. If the nature of the child is basically 
good, why do we need to correct children? Why not just let them be and let them 
take their natural course?  If you think that children are good, go watch them 
interact with each other in the church nursery. You may take a different view. 

 
How do we reconcile selfishness, anger, defiance, cheating, theft, pouting, 

unkindness, complaining, or lying in children from their earliest days? Why do 
these things seem to come so naturally, and we have to teach them to be good?  
The first word a child learns to say is “NO!” We don’t have to teach our children 
to disobey. They do it easily with a smile on their face. What we do need to teach 
them is to be obedient, to be kind, to share, to tell the truth, to forgive, to honor 
authority, to be brave, to be safe, and to be wise and discerning. What moral 
reference point of view do we appeal to, to know what is right or wrong behavior 
in children, and which is a moral ought?  When we talk about “pillars of 
character” in our educational system (ethical values which are said to “transcend 
race, creed, politics, gender, or wealth” and which are NOT supposed to be based 
on a religious point of view or standard) or value clarification (in our moral 
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relativistic culture), how do those “values” have any meaning without a fixed 
reference point?  Who says?  Based on what?  If there are no absolutes, what is 
the point of moral education?  What are the consequences of something not 
being what it ought to be?  What is wrong with mankind, and specifically wrong in 
children?  If there is no objective moral reference point, how can anyone 
condemn anyone else’s choices or behavior, especially in a child?  How do we deal 
with different points of view on raising children if people’s views are all subjective 
personal opinions? Can we define morality without God or absolutes?  Can we 
properly diagnose and raise a child without reference to a Creator?  I think not. 
Rebellious, self-willed children are now diagnosed with ODD (Oppositional Defiant 
Disorder) in the psychological disease model. WebMD lists symptoms of ODD as 
being temper tantrums, arguing with adults, refusing to abide by rules, blaming 
others for one’s mistakes, or outbursts of anger. That description sure sounds to 
me like indwelling sin in a child’s heart manifesting itself. I know how to fix that 
problem, and it is not psychotherapy or medication. It is a spiritual problem, not 
physical. Christians should be slow to medicalize problems the Bible calls sinful 
behavior. “The heart of the problem is the heart of the problem.” “You must 
teach your children to be good – and if you don’t, they won’t be.” (Farley, Gospel-
Powered Parenting, p.149, 152)   

 
Are we as parents just spectators as our children discover themselves (self-

actualization) and express their own egos?  Is our goal to enhance their self-image 
and allow them freedom to choose regardless of where it takes them?  Does it 
take a village to raise children, and should the State be delegated the sole role of 
educator?  Do parents have any unique rights, privileges, and primary 
responsibilities before God to train their own children? If a child’s happiness is a 
right and the ultimate goal of his life, why should he consider anyone else’s 
opinion or claim to happiness – especially his parents’ desires?  Why should he 
obey anyone? 

 
 If a group of hikers found themselves lost in the wilderness, and everyone 
came to the group with a different opinion as to what direction they should head 
to get back to safety, who would be right?  Chances are they may all be wrong, or 
one might get it right by accident, but no one would have any assurance as to 
where they were pointing. The best way to know which way is north is to refer to 
a compass and then follow its clear direction. Without an objective moral 
absolute standard which was written to reveal the nature of a child, the purpose 
of parenting, and the proper correction and training which must take place in a 
child’s life, we would be hopelessly and helplessly wandering in the wilderness of 
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cultural ideas on raising children. Those who listen to relativism are blown by the 
winds of changing cultural opinion. 
 

I believe in Absolute Truth and in the reality that the God of the Bible has 
given parents clear direction as to what the nature of a child is, what makes up a 
family, what moms and dads should be, and how parents should raise their kids. 
 
False Thinking On The Nature Of A Child  
Some say… (erroneous views on child training) 
 • A child is just matter in motion (without a soul) 
 • A child is animalistic (basic instincts, only reactionary, not responsible) 
 • A child is a blank slate (neutral) and the environment or his experience 
  is what shapes the child 

• A child is a victim of circumstance (blame environment/it’s someone 
 else’s  fault) 

 • Children are basically good (innocent). 
 • Spanking is detrimental and actually harmful to a child. 
 • The “terrible two’s” are a phase in a child’s development. 
 • A child needs to freely discover and express himself (ego).  
 • A child’s self-esteem is the #1 goal. They need to be nourished toward 
  self-love. 
 • A parent’s role is to be a limited facilitator (Ezek. 22:7a). 
 • A child should have unique rights over the parent. 
 • Time-outs, negotiations, restrictions, and rewards are appropriate   
  techniques to conform a child’s behavior. 
 • Medication can be administered and will correct over-functioning   
  children. 
 • Competition and grading are detrimental to a child’s self-esteem. 
 • The modern family should not be based on 1 man/1 woman + children. 
 • Teenage rebellion is a natural part of gaining independence. 
 • A child’s individuality and autonomy are a right. 
 • A large family is counter-productive to a healthy society. 
 • The planet is overpopulated. Families should be kept small. 
 • Children should be exposed to technology as early as possible. 
 • Sex-ed should be taught at an early age and the state should provide 
  resources for those who want to explore their sexuality apart from 
  parental permission or awareness (condoms and abortion). 

 
 Dr. Alberta Siegel wrote in the Stanford Observer, “When it comes to 
rearing children, every society is only twenty years (give or take) away from 
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barbarism. Twenty years is all we have to accomplish the task of civilizing the 
infants who are born into our midst each year. These savages know nothing of our 
language, our culture, our religion, our values, or our customs of inter-personal 
relations. The infant is totally ignorant about communism, fascism, democracy, 
civil liberties . . . respect, decency, honesty, customs, conventions, and manners. 
The barbarian must be tamed if civilization is to survive” (Stanford Observer, Oct. 
1973, p. 4).  What makes a child barbarian?  Whether she believes a child is 
basically good and comes with a blank slate which society writes upon, whether 
for good or bad, she does not leave room for the nature (heart) of a child being 
already bent towards evil right out of the shoot.  Psalms 58:3 says, "Even from 
birth the wicked go astray; from the womb they are wayward and speak lies."  
What we do have is twenty +/- years to re-shape the direction of the child – both 
inside and out or to corrupt their already corrupted nature even more so toward 
depravity. Which is it going to be? 
 
What Does The Bible Say About Children? 
 Children, like adults, have a body and soul (spirit) and are uniquely created 
(Matt. 10:28; 2 Cor. 5:8; 7:1; Lk. 1:46, 47) in God’s image (Gen. 1:26, 27; 5:1-2; 
9:6; Ja. 3:9). Man and Woman are made in the image of God (Gen. 1:27) and 
therefore, resemble certain aspects of their Creator. God rules and is self-
conscious, rational, relational, Lawgiver and Judge. We reflect our Creator, but sin 
mars a clear representation and we tend toward evil. Children are self-conscious, 
which can tend toward pride, selfishness, and prejudice. Children are rational 
beings (with a moral consciousness) which can become unreasonableness 
Children are relational communicators, which can become cruelty toward others. 
Children are creative with an imagination, which can become destructive. 
Children are rulers, which can become bullying to their advantage (I make the 
rules; I say). Children have a moral consciousness, which are inclined to do evil 
naturally. Parents must correct them and bring them back to what they ought to 
be. 
 
 Children are created with a conscience. Children have a moral 
consciousness, personhood, an ability to reason, and the ability to develop certain 
character traits. Children need parents and the Word of God to shape their 
thinking. Knowledge is not pre-formatted on their hard drive. What is innate in a 
child, thank God, is they have a conscience. Everyone has a conscience. The 
conscience is the place parents need to appeal to in their training and instruction. 
 Romans 2:15 “They show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their  
  conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or 
  else defending them.” (instinctively) 
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 1 Samuel 24:5 “David was conscience-stricken” (NIV). 
 Job 27:6b “My conscience will not reproach me as long as I live” (NIV). 

2 Corinthians 4:2b “Setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves  
  to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God” (NIV). 

 
Children are created with intellectual, physical, spiritual, and relational 

needs. Luke 2:52 “Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and men.” Children have an intellectual need for wisdom. They don’t 
intuitively know what is good or bad for themselves. They will eat anything. They 
will get into everything. They are ignorant. They lack discernment. They need to 
be taught discretion, prudence, and sound judgment. Children are physically 
weak. They cannot sustain themselves. They are completely dependent upon 
their parents to care for and protect them. (Although it is amazing the karate 
moves they can learn with one episode of Bruce Lee or Ninja Turtles.)  Children 
need love and physical touch. They will not survive without it. They do not come 
to God naturally. They need to be taught biblical truth. Children also have a need 
for relationships. They need to be taught how to treat others. Selfishness comes 
naturally. They are totally self-centered. Everything is “Mine!”  They don’t have 
any regard for others. They need to learn the “one-another” principle. Only 
through right training on how to serve and help others will they be brought to the 
point of becoming aware of other’s needs.  

 
 “Each child is peculiar in that they have a unique temperament and 
personality that distinguishes them from everyone else. However, their 
temperaments and personalities cannot be used as an excuse for sin. ‘That’s just 
the way he is’ or ‘He is all boy’ are excuses and only lowers the standard to suit 
the child who is out of control.” (Ezzo, Growing Kids God’s Way) 
 
 Children are born with a sin nature (original sin with a predisposition to 
sin). Depravity is not a learned behavior, but an inbred disposition. If a parent 
does not discipline and instruct that child in the Lord, he will eventually give full 
expression to his natural depravity. Although there are times we may feel our 
child’s sinfulness is cute or causes us pause to snicker at their blatant disobe-
dience, it is no laughing matter when we come to realize in seed form the 
seriousness of their sin, which quickly manifests itself. If children are basically 
good by nature, why do we have to teach a child righteousness?  It should come 
naturally. Why is it that selfishness, lying, disobedience, and anger seem to come 
naturally?   
 Genesis 5:3 “Adam . . . became the father of a son in his own likeness  
  according to his image.” 



 9 

 Psalms 51:5 “I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother   
  conceived me.” 
 Psalms 58:3 "Even from birth the wicked go astray; from the womb they  
  are wayward, spreading lies" (NIV). 
 Proverbs 22:15a “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child.” 
  John Wesley defines “bound” as “fixed and settled, rooted in his very 
   nature. Foolishness is a selfish disposition of the heart that  
   disregards the truth of God’s authority and chooses to try to  
   live independently of Him.”  (Ps. 14:1; Rom. 1:18-23)  
   It would be unnatural if your child did not sin. 
 Isaiah 1:4 “…Children given to corruption…” 
 Isaiah 48:8b “I knew that you would deal very treacherously; and you have  
  been called a rebel from birth.” 
 Jeremiah 13:23b “[You] who are accustomed to doing evil.” 
 Romans 3:9-12, 23 “All [are] under sin . . . There is none righteous, not  
  even one . . . no one who seeks after God . . . there is none who does  
  good, there is not even one.” “For all have sinned and fall short of  
  the glory of God.” 

Romans 5:12, 19a “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into  
  the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men,  
  because all sinned. For as through the one man’s disobedience the  
  many were made sinners.” 

Romans 8:7, 8 “The mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does 
 not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 
 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” 
1 Corinthians 15:21a, 22a “For since death came through a man . . . as in  

  Adam all die” (NIV).  
 Ephesians 2:3 “We all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh,  
  fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature  
  children of wrath” (NKJV).  

 
 √ We are sinners because of Adam and Eve (original sin). 
 √ We sin because we are sinners (inherited). 
 √ We are sinners because of our own personal choice (disobedience). 
 √ Sin complicates everything (produces conflict with God and man). 
  
Children Have Sinful Hearts And A Darkened Understanding 
 Our inner person includes our heart, mind, emotions, and will. Our evil 
behavior, bad attitudes, sinful desires, and selfish motives all flow from our sinful 
heart. Outer behaviors are only the manifestations of the real problem, which 
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exists in the human heart. Be careful that you don’t focus on causing your child to 
change his irritating visible or verbal behavior to what you prefer (compliance), 
rather than addressing his need for a heart transformation. 
 Deuteronomy 5:29 “Oh that they had such a heart in them, that they would 
   fear Me and keep all My commandments always, that it may  
   be well with them and with their sons forever.” 
 Deuteronomy 10:12; 6:5 “With a whole-hearted devotion to the LORD.” 
 1 Samuel 16:7b “The LORD does not look at the things people look at.  
   People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at  
   the heart” (NIV). 
 Proverbs 27:19b “The heart of man reflects man.” 
 Proverbs 4:23 “Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow  
  the springs of life.” 
  
 A child’s wrong behavior only alerts parents the child is in need of 
correction. A person’s life is a reflection of the outflow of his heart. The things 
that you say and do express the orientation of your heart. To believe that a child 
has the ability to choose good on his own without spiritual regeneration and 
parental training is just wrong-headed thinking. The question is not, “Will they 
sin?”  The real question is, “When they sin, what will you do about it?”  What your 
child needs is a new heart to replace what is broken. Only God can fix a sinful 
heart. 

Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. 
 Who can understand (know) it” (NIV)? 

 Matthew 15:19; 12:34b “For out of the heart come evil 
  thoughts.” “The mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.”  
  (Mk. 7:21, 22) 
 Matthew 23:25b-28 “You clean the outside . . . but inside they are full of  
  greed  and self-indulgence . . . [You] look beautiful on the outside but  
  on the inside are full of . . . everything unclean . . . outside you   
  appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of   
  hypocrisy and wickedness” (NIV). 

Luke 6:45 “The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth 
 what is good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth 
 what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.” 

 Romans 8:7, 8 “The mind governed by the flesh (sinful mind) is hostile to  
  God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those who are  
 in the realm of the flesh (controlled by the sinful nature)     
 cannot please God” (NIV).  
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Ephesians 4:18 “Being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the 
 life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
 hardness of their heart.” 

 1 Corinthians 2:14 “The person without the Spirit does not accept the  
  things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them   
  foolishness and cannot understand them because they are discerned  
  only through the Spirit” (NIV). 
  
 J.C. Ryle said, “It is painful to see how much corruption and evil there is in a 
young child’s heart and how soon it begins to bear fruit. Children require no 
schooling to learn to sin. You must not be discouraged . . . let it rather make you 
more diligent in using every means which seems most likely, by God’s blessing, to 
counteract the mischief.” 
 
 The goal of parenting is that we shepherd the child’s heart by God doing a 
transforming work through the Gospel.  
 Ezekiel 36:26, 27 “I will give you a new heart . . . I will remove the   
  heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put  
  my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statues, and you  
  will be careful to observe My ordinances.” (11:19, 20; 18:31; 1 Kings  
  8:58, 61)  
 Acts 15:9b “He purified their hearts by faith” (NIV). 
 Acts 16:14b “The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message”  
  (NIV). 
  
 God uses parents who use His Word to prick their child’s conscience and 
direct the child toward righteous behavior. Parents need heart-probing skills to 
help reveal to the child their sinful heart’s attitude and desires and bring them, 
through the work of the Spirit (Jn. 16:8), to a sober assessment of themselves as 
sinners who needs Christ’s forgiveness. This will help them recognize what is in 
their heart and the cause of their wrong behavior. This will help pinpoint their 
thoughts, feeling, words, and attitudes underneath their sinful behavior. We 
should train our children to understand the nature of the internal conflict that is 
expressed in the outward behavior and then help them replace what was wrong 
with righteous behavior (Eph. 4:22-24; Rom. 13:12,14; Col. 3:10-14 “put off” “put 
on”).  
 Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and active, and sharper than  
  any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and  
  spirit . . . and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 
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 2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching,  
  for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness.” 
 Romans 3:20b “Through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.” 
 Romans 7:7b, 13b “I would have not come to know sin except through the  
  Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not  
  said, ‘You shall not covet.’” “So that through the commandment sin  
  would become utterly sinful.” 
 Psalms 19:7a, 11-13a “The Law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul.”  
  “Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; in keeping them there is 
  great reward. Who can discern his errors?  Acquit me of hidden  
  faults. Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins; let  
  them not rule over me.” 
 Galatians 3:24 “The Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that  
  we may be justified by faith.” 
 Proverbs 20:5 “The heart of man is like deep water, but a man of   
  understanding draws it out.” 
 
 Guilt is a natural consequence when children sin. We feel guilty because we 
are guilty before God. There is faulty thinking that says we need to nurture a 
child’s positive self-esteem and not allow a child to feel guilt. However, the 
conscience is God’s mercy in our lives. Guilt actually moves a child toward 
repentance and faith (Lk. 18:13; 2 Cor. 7:9-11). With the backdrop of sin, guilt, 
and justice we can understand grace, mercy, and forgiveness even more clearly.  
 Psalms 38:3b, 4, 18; 51:3, 4a “Because of my sin . . . my iniquities are . . . as  
   a heavy burden.” “For I confess my iniquity; I am full of anxiety  
   over my sin.” “For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever 
   before me. Against You, You only, I have sinned and done  
   what is evil in Your sight.” 

Psalms 32:5 “Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my  
  iniquity. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.’  
  And you forgave the guilt of my sin” (NIV). 
Romans 2:15 “They show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their  
  conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately  
  accusing or else defending them.” 

 Hebrews 10:22a “Draw near to God . . . with the full assurance that faith  
   brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty  
   conscience.” 
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How Does God View Children? 
 God, Who is the Creator, is aware of each child (unique, value, plan, 
purpose) (Psalms 139:1-4, 13-16; 22:9, 10). God was aware of Jeremiah, John the 
Baptist, and Paul, in the womb (Jer. 1:5; Lk. 1:15, 16, 44; Galatians 1:15, 16). God 
is tender towards children (Ezek. 16:20-22; Matt. 18:3-10). Children can 
understand biblical truth and believe the gospel (Matt. 19:14). Anyone in a 
“household” can understand the gospel and believe (Acts 16:15, 33, 34; 18:8). We 
all need to come to Christ with a “child-like faith” - completely dependent and 
bringing nothing of our own (Matt. 18:3-5, 10; Mk. 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17). 
Samuel was a young boy of faith (1 Sam. 3:7, 19-21). King Josiah, “while he was 
still a youth, he began to seek the God of his father David” (2 Kg. 22; 23:25; 2 
Chron. 34:3).  
 
What About The Age Of Accountability? 
 Isaiah 7:15b “When he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose  
  the right” (NIV). 
 Deuteronomy 1:39b “Children who do not yet know good from bad, they  
  will enter the land.” 
 Jonah 4:11 “Should I not pity Nineveh . . . in which are more than one  
  hundred and twenty thousand persons who cannot discern between  
  their right hand and their left” (NKJV)? 
 Matthew 19:13-15 God shows special mercy to those who because of age  
  or mental deficiency are incapable of either faith or willful unbelief.  
  They are called innocent (2 Kg. 21:16; 24:4; Ps. 106:38; Jer. 19:4,  
  32:35; Ezek. 23:29), but they are not free from the inherited guilt and 
  moral corruption of Adam’s sin, but rather they are not culpable in  
  the same sense as those whose sins are premeditated and   
  deliberate. Based on Revelation 20:12 we will be judged based on  
  our deeds. If a infant dies and has done nothing wrong, there is  
  nothing recorded against him or her. God’s mercy is graciously   
  extended to infants so that those who die are sovereignly   
  regenerated and granted entrance into heaven, not because they are 
  deserving, but because God in His grace, chooses to redeem them (2  
  Sam. 12:23; Mk. 10:14; Lk. 18:15). (John MacArthur, Safe In The Arms 
  Of God). 
  
 There is a point in time when a child knows the difference between right 
and wrong and will choose the wrong by his actions. Those sinful actions are what 
condemn a child (Jn. 3:19, 20; Col. 1:21; Ezek. 36:31; Rev. 20:12, 13; Matt. 16:27; 
2 Cor. 5:10; Ti. 2:14). We are sinners because of our thoughts, words, desires, and 
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attitudes, but we are judged based on our deeds, which manifest our sinful heart. 
In correction of children, we need to move in reverse from the wrong behavior 
(deeds) to what heart issues were the cause. 
 “With children, actions precede beliefs. Parents should insist on correct  
  behavior long before the child is capable of understanding the   
  associated moral concepts.  Children first learn how to act morally  
  and then they learn how to think morally.” (Ezzo, Growing Kids God’s  
  Way, p. 26) 
 
Why Do We Need To Correct Our Children? 
 (Concepts adapted from Bruce A. Ray, Withhold Not Correction) 
1. The nature of the child demands correction 
  From the womb we speak lies because our natural tendency is 
 toward evil from the day we are born. However, we are not judged solely  
 because of Adam’s sin. We are judged based on our own evil deeds, which 
 flow from our sinful nature (Rev. 20:12). We are not sinners because we 
 sin, but sin because we are sinners at heart. If you don’t believe children 
 are by nature sinners, just look at their interaction in the church nursery 
 and preschool, and it will remove all doubt. 
 Genesis 8:21b “The intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth.” 
 Matthew 15:19 “Out of the heart come evil thoughts.”  
 Matthew 12:34b “The mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.”  
  (Luke 6:45) 
 Ephesians 2:2b, 3b “Sons of disobedience . . . and were by nature children  
  of wrath.” 
 Psalms 58:3 “The wicked are estranged from the womb; these who speak  
  lies go astray from birth.” 
 Proverbs 23:13 “Withhold not correction from the child” (KJV).  
   
2. The direction of the child demands correction 

What direction is he headed?  His nature is hell bound. His direction is 
towards foolishness and destruction. Only firm, loving correction will change his 
course. 
 Proverbs 23:13, 14 “Do not hold back discipline from the child, although  
  you strike him with the rod, he will not die. You shall strike him with  
  the rod and rescue his soul from Sheol” (death or hell). 
 Proverbs 1:32 “For the waywardness of the naïve will kill them, and the  
  complacency of fools will destroy them.” 
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  Parents need to spank their child with the rod in order to save him or 
   her from something far worse – literally hell. Better a little  
   crying now than weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth for all  
   eternity.  Gospel centered correction will more likely move a  
   child’s heart toward being receptive to the gospel.  
 Proverbs 22:15 “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of  
  discipline will remove it far from him.” 
 Proverbs 15:5 “A fool rejects his father’s discipline, but he who   
  regards reproof is sensible.”  
 Proverbs 26:3 “A whip is for the horse, a bridle for the donkey, and a rod  
  for the back of fools.” (10:13; 19:29) 
 Titus 3:3-5 “For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, 
  enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice  
  and envy, hateful, hating one another. But when the kindness of God  
  our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us . . .   
  according to His mercy by the washing of regeneration.” 
 

If this is true, children are headed in a natural downward spiral and 
desperately need correction to change their direction. Parents are the influential 
game changers. Proverbs 19:18 says, “Discipline your son while there is hope, and 
do not desire his death.”  Hebrews 12:10a, 11a says, “(Our fathers) disciplined us 
for a short time as seemed best to them.” “All discipline for the moment seems 
not to be joyful, but sorrowful.” There is a short window of opportunity for 
correction and instruction in a child’s and teen’s life – somewhere between birth 
and age 21 +/-. After that time, our influence becomes more limited as parents. 
That window closes so fast. Before you know it, you are sending him off to college 
or walking your daughter down the aisle. Once the wet cement dries, it becomes 
hardened and is no longer as moldable. Don’t miss your opportunity to influence 
them and future generations to come. God is the great heart surgeon. What 
might seem hopeless or impossible to you and me, He can change for good. Do 
not let the cry of a child sway you from your God-given responsibility to present 
the gospel, to provide loving, firm, corrective discipline, and to admonish him or 
her towards righteousness. This truly is a matter of life and death – heaven or hell 
– foolishness or wisdom for a child. 
 

J. C. Ryle said, “If you train your children rightly, train them in the way they 
should go, and not in the way that they would go. Children are born with a 
decided bias toward evil, and therefore if you let them choose for themselves, 
they are certain to choose wrong. The mother cannot tell what her tender infant 
may grow up to be – tall or short, weak or strong, wise or foolish; he may or may 
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not be any of these – it is all uncertain. But one thing the mother can say with 
certainty: he will have a corrupt and sinful heart. It is natural for us to do wrong. 
‘Foolishness,’ says Solomon, ‘is bound in the heart of a child.’  A child left to 
himself bringeth his mother to shame. Our heart is like the earth on which we 
tread; let it alone, and it is sure to bear weeds . . . You must not leave him to the 
guidance of his own will . . . give him not up to his own wayward tastes and 
inclinations . . . You do not let him decide what he shall eat, and what he shall 
drink, and how he shall be clothed . . . Train him in the way that is Scriptural and 
right, not in the way that he fancies.” (J. C. Ryle, The Duties Of Parents, p. 3) 

 
 Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he 
is old, he will not depart from it.” The general principle is how a person is trained 
will determine what he or she becomes. A child’s early training for good will direct 
his future for good. If a child is trained properly in his early years, he will most 
likely not depart from that training when he grows old. If God saves his heart, his 
future is secure and heavenly. 
 
 However, it goes both ways and the opposite is also true. A child already 
has a negative natural bent that needs correction, and if that tendency is not 
restrained or reshaped, he will continue in that negative trajectory the rest of his 
life. If left unregenerate and unchecked, he will end up in hell. 
Ephesians 2:1-3 confirms this saying, “You were dead in your trespasses and sins 
in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 
disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, 
indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, even as the rest.” Children do not go bad necessarily because of 
something the parents do. They are born sinful and that sinfulness manifests itself 
because of what their parents did not do (by their absence, neglect, bad example, 
complacency, or giving them whatever their child’s sinful heart desired). 
 
 “The Hebrew says, ‘train up a child in his way and when he is old he will not 
depart from it.’  Train up a child in his way or after his manner according to his 
ways. Allow a child to have self-expression, allow him to pick and to choose what 
he will and will not do, as that habit is formed in his youth, he will not change 
when he is older. If he does not learn discipline from you as a child, he will never 
learn it as an adult. That is a warning. Or it is a promise if you like, but it is a 
promise in the negative sense. If you let your children run over you, if you 
withhold the rod, if you fail to discipline them, if you fail to diligently and 
meticulously instruct them in the little things as well as the big, if you let your 
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children decide what they will and what they will not eat, and what they will and 
what the will not wear, what they will and what they will not do, and when they 
will and will not do it, look into the future and you will see those same children 
unbridled, undisciplined, and unable to bring their bodies into submission to the 
commands of God. That is a stern warning. Jay Adams comments on this verse in 
his book Competent To Counsel and says, ‘The verse stands not as a promise, but 
as a warning to parents that if they allow a child to train himself after his own 
wishes (permissively) they should not expect him to want to change these 
patterns when he matures. Children are born sinners and when allowed to follow 
their own wishes, they will naturally develop sinful habit responses. The basic 
thought is that such habit patterns become deep-seated when they have been 
ingrained in the child from the earliest days.’  The point is that he cannot get out 
of the rut which you have established for him.” (Bruce A. Ray, Withhold Not 
Correction, p. 33, 34) 
 
 This may be misunderstood by some who want it to say that if their child 
has had some good upbringing and they go astray, they will eventually return. 
Even when their children are in adulthood and continuing in a sinful lifestyle, they 
want to feel that their child is still “somewhat” good and will eventually be good. 
They miss the biblical truth that “you will know them by their fruit.” James 2 is 
clear, “faith without works is dead.”  I believe this is true with some Reformed 
Church families who have baptized their children as infants and hope that one day 
God will save their kids because they were baptized and are now part of a 
“covenant” community – even though their child continues to live in complete 
rebellion toward God through their youth and into their adulthood. Bottom line, 
they probably are still not saved and no training, separate from the gospel taking 
root in their heart, will change them. The worst thing a parent could do is tell 
their child he is saved or is part of God’s family, when everything in their life 
declares differently. An unregenerate heart is hostile towards God (Rom. 8:7). 
  
3. The responsibility God has placed upon parents demands that we nurture and 
correct our children. 
 Every privilege has its corresponding responsibility. My children are my 
responsibility before God to correct and instruct. We cannot abdicate our role to 
someone or something else. It is always easier to neglect correcting our kids or 
delegate our role to someone else, but our least path of resistance is disastrous. 
Our authority is delegated authority by God. We need to make sure that no other 
authority or influence takes priority over us as parents. If someone else or some 
other influence takes precedent, it is because we allowed it to happen, and we 
are responsible.  
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If our children are having problems with misuse of time and bad content on 
their smartphones or computers, remember we gave it to them and we are the 
gatekeepers. If they are having problems with speeding, remember we handed 
them the car keys and let them drive. If their grades are suffering because they 
are doing too many other things, remember, we let their schedule happen that 
way. If our daughter is promiscuous on a date, dads, you allowed her to go out 
the front door dressed immodestly with that specific boy and you didn’t do due 
diligence to screen her prospective date. If our boys are struggling with porn, we 
left the computer unattended or gave freedom, which contributed to their 
downfall. If our children are failing in school, we are their primary teachers, and 
did not give closer supervision. We allowed them to have certain friends, which 
have power to influence. We are their parents and must own up to what happens 
because they are under our oversight. If we have allowed ungodly influences to 
shape our children toward sinful ways, we will be held accountable before God 
for what part we did play in their development. 

 
4. Love demands that we correct our children.  

Love should be the silver thread that runs through all our interaction with 
our children. These are the cords by which a child may be led and we will find the 
way to their heart. Children are more easily drawn than driven. Biblical love 
demands the application of the rod. The greatest sign of love is that we discipline 
our kids towards right behavior. The most loving thing we can do is redirect the 
heart and will of a child toward righteousness and away from self and lawless-
ness. Being too harsh or too lenient will close up a child’s heart and we will weary 
ourselves trying to find the door. Nothing will compensate for the absence of 
tenderness, kindness, and loving affection, which a child desperately needs from 
their parents. 
 Proverbs 13:24 “He who withholds his rod hates his son, but he who loves  
  him disciplines him diligently.” 
  If you withhold discipline, you actually hate your children. The very  
   thing they desperately need, you are choosing to bypass. Love  
   and correction are not at opposite ends of the spectrum.  
   Biblical discipline is loving discipline. 
 Proverbs 3:11, 12 “My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD or  
  loathe His reproof, for whom the LORD loves He reproves, even as a  
  father corrects the son in whom he delights.” 
 Revelation 3:19 “Those whom I love, I reproove and discipline, therefore be 
   zealous and repent.” 
 Hebrews 12:5b-13 “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the LORD, 
   nor faint when you are reproved by Him, for those whom the  
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   LORD loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom  
   He receives. It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with  
   you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does  
   not discipline? But if you  are without discipline, of which all  
   have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and  
   not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us,  
   and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject  
   to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a  
   short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for  
   our good, so that we may share His holiness. All discipline for  
   the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful, yet to those 
   who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful  
   fruit of righteousness. Therefore, strengthen the hands that  
   are weak and the knees that are feeble, and make straight  
   paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be  
   put out of joint, but rather be healed.”  
 
 God’s discipline is not for the purpose of inflicting pain and suffering, but to 
correct or reset a bone broken or out of joint which will bring ultimate healing.  If 
we punish our children in anger because they have embarrassed or hurt us and 
we want them to suffer for it, we are just returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, 
rather than correcting out of love. 

 
I want my children to fear me so they will obey me. If there is no fear, there 

will be no obedience. It will only be momentary compliance. They will be moral 
only until it is in their best interest to follow another path. But with proper fear, I 
also want them to know I deeply love them and will only do what is best for them. 
If they know daddy and mommy love them deeply, and the painful correction is 
momentarily given for their own good, they will seek it in a loving embrace and 
reconciliation, which resets what was broken. Godly fear moves us to turn from 
evil toward God in obedience. Fearing our heavenly Father is something like 
fearing a good earthly father. I feared my father because I knew he would inflict 
whatever pain was necessary to instill in me obedience. I also knew he would 
never stop loving me and I felt secure in his presence. Our relationship with our 
earthly father has a direct correlation to our relationship with our heavenly 
Father. 

 
 Any parent should feel broken over disciplining their children. It hurts to be 
the source of momentary pain for our children. I can remember many times 
where both my child and I were crying after a spanking. As difficult as that 



 20 

exercise of discipline was, it was desperately needed to develop a God-fearing 
obedient child. A child desperately needs to feel his father and mother love him. 
 
 Being tired and being ill might be contributing factors in a child’s bad 
attitude or behavior, but they should never be given as excuses for disobedience, 
or reasons for not correcting physically. (“He doesn’t feel good today so . . . ” “She 
hasn’t had her nap so . . . ”) Children aren’t dumb. They are great actors 
(manipulators). They learn quickly how to play things to gain a desired result. If 
discipline is withheld and they are no longer tired or sick, then what do you do 
days later when they still disobey?  This creates a problem of delayed correction 
(Ecc. 8:11). If a child is sick or tired, then to bed we go. No playing. Instant 
bedtime. That will either correct the problem or the truth will be known for what 
it is. You may need to gage your spanking to a lesser degree because of the 
possibility that they truly are sick or extremely tired, but do not withhold 
discipline when it is due. Several times we thought our children were guilty of 
“selective hearing”, but come to find out they truly did not hear us because of an 
ear infection. Bad attitudes also play into correction. All of us can and should 
control our attitudes, even when we are sick or tired. No one gets a pass – 
including the whole family. I don’t get a pass for bad behavior just because I don’t 
feel good or am really tired when I come home from work. Can you imagine using 
that line of reasoning with God on Judgment Day?  Romans 2 says, “Man is 
without excuse . . . ” Cain was challenged by God to change his attitude and 
expressions or something worse might happen (Gen. 4:5, 6), which actually 
happened when he murdered his brother. Attitudes have consequences. 
 
 Our culture promotes self-esteem and self-love in children. I have several 
bad counseling books I received while I attended a Christian college in So. Cal. 
which erroneously presented parents as needing to bolster their child’s self-
esteem. However, the Bible is clear that children don’t need to love themselves 
any more than they do. Self IS the problem. We each love ourselves too much. 
Ephesians 5:29a says, “No one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it.” We must have a right biblical view of ourselves.  We are naturally 
self-focused. We don’t need to think more highly of ourselves or have greater 
self-respect. We already think too highly of ourselves.  But because of our sin 
nature, our focus can become selfish – just take a look at the interaction of 
children in the preschool class at church. Selfishness or self-absorption is not a 
virtue. Romans 12:3b says, “I say to everyone among you not to think more highly 
of himself than he ought to think, but to think so as to have sound judgment.” 
Proverbs 21:2 says, “Every man’s way is right in his own eyes, but the LORD 
weighs the hearts.”  The reason why we feel bad is because we are bad. We feel 
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guilty because we are guilty (Rom. 2:15). If we don’t feel good about ourselves, 
maybe it is because we aren’t good. Having a conscience is God’s mercy and 
should drive us to the Cross. Our conscience will never be silent if we are not right 
with God. Most depression, if it is not directly related to a physical malady, is a 
result of our own sin, and our conscience will not be quieted until that sin is 
repented of.  
 
 When everyone is the hero or gets an A or wins regardless of what they 
have done, it becomes a meaningless process. That is the root evil of 
Communism. What is the motivation to even try if we all end up in the same place 
regardless?  If everyone gets a birthday cake then birthdays are no longer special. 
Parents can exasperate their children when they become discouraged by sinful 
behavior, but it is not a self-esteem issue. To tell a child to “like” himself for who 
he is removes the reality of his sinful condition, his need for regeneration, and 
God’s call to what he ought to be, eliminating the process of sanctification for 
how to get there. Anyone who uses the excuse, “That is just the way I am,” 
forgets that is not the way we “ought” to be. Parents who are leery of spurring 
their kids on to greater accomplishments or nobler character because they don’t 
want to hurt their child’s self-esteem, really in the end are hurting them. A parent 
should not defer to the child’s whims or self-expression. Proverbs 29:15b says, “A 
child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.” 
 
 One aspect of a child’s sin is seen in how they try to manipulate a situation 
for their own advantage. Manipulation is an attempt to gain control or influence 
over another individual selfishly by inciting an emotional reaction, rather than a 
biblical response to that situation and acting in obedience. Kids are great 
manipulators. Girls, for some reason, are more gifted at manipulating than boys. 
It must be that feminine charm. Ginger Plowman said that, “girls have the ability 
to get what they want and still make the other person feel that they came out on 
top.”  A child tries to manipulate a situation by acting foolishly. It can come in 
many colors:  whining, crying, pouting (sulking), making accusations, being critical, 
throwing a tantrum, begging, or even flattery. Patch the Pirate called this the 
“poochy-lip” disease. A parent must not respond in kind. If the parent gives in to 
what the child is asking, then the parent ends up responding foolishly (Prov. 26:4, 
5). If a child is stubbornly clinging to a particularly foolish justification for their 
actions, parents should avoid being drawn into endless arguments, and if 
necessary, move directly to discipline. With manipulation, parents tend to be 
more reactionary than corrective, and usually allow the child to emotionally 
influence them negatively. 
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 Evaluate your everyday experience and see if you are being manipulated. 
Do you find yourself repeating a request multiple times before your children take 
action? Do they have a bad case of selective hearing? Is your child demanding or 
great at arguing (debating) why they need to do something other than what you 
have asked of them? Do you find yourself needing to explain or justify yourself to 
them for your requests or expectations? Are you constantly asked “why”?  
(Remember, in the book of Job, God never answered Job’s question of why He 
allowed difficult things in his life.)  Do your kids procrastinate or use stall tactics 
before they obey? Do they know they gotcha when you are in public and they can 
act unbecomingly? Do they play on your emotions or put a guilt trip on you to get 
what they want? Do they expect that you should be at their beckoning call and 
serve them first? Do they try to interrupt you when you are doing something 
important? Are they good about changing the subject, cleverly distracting, or 
sidetracking you from what you originally asked them to do? Do you find yourself 
ending up needing to negotiate certain requests, rather than them just doing 
what you have asked? Do you find yourself confused and wondering what you 
originally were wanting from them after an emotional conversation?  Do you feel 
like you are losing the discussion and find your anger rising?   
 
 If so, you are being manipulated by the best of them. Their sinful hearts 
have found a weakness in your armor and they are maximizing it to their own 
sinful advantage. Many times we as parents get sucked into this black hole of 
debate or emotional arm wrestling with our children and we end up frustrated. 
This is where we need to see through the manipulative disguise and call it what it 
is – sinful, willful disobedience. Partial obedience is still disobedience. If your child 
shows signs of teachability, you can graciously rescue him from the folly of being 
“wise in his own eyes.” Romans 12:21 says, “Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.” 
 
Natural Gender Differences  
 Our culture does not know how to differentiate gender differences. They 
want to make the girls more boyish and the boys more girlish (just look at the 
gender-neutral clothing styles – “Polly Pockets”). They want to make girls 
aggressive and strong, and boys soft and quiet. The problem is that God created 
each with a unique set of hormones to cause them to be what He designed them 
to be.  Male hormones cause boys to be more energetic, aggressive, and 
physically strong. That is why boys like to play war, conquer, and wrestle. God 
created girls with estrogen and progesterone to cause in them a more motherly 
and nurturing personality. That is why they like to play Barbie and setup a home. 
If you label an active young boy as ADHD or ADD just because he has a lot of 
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energy and can’t sit still, and then medicate him to be docile which takes away his 
natural boyish characteristics, you are hamstringing his genetic makeup. Most 
little boys just need to get outside, run, rumble, and play hard.  My sons were this 
way. They were all boy and wanted to run and conquer. If you want a boy to have 
a feminine side, but his DNA doesn’t have that side, you are trying to make him 
into something he is not. Our DNA doesn’t lie. Our physical anatomy doesn’t lie. 
Our perverted culture confuses gender.  If God created boys uniquely to be active 
and aggressive and you want him to be docile and soft, he will move toward his 
God-given traits. My girls also loved to run and loved the outdoors, but they are 
not the same as my boys by God’s design. 
 
 I understand there are unique circumstances where medication is 
appropriate because of a child’s physical and biological deficiencies, but in many 
cases, we are trying to change a child’s basic genetic make-up with medication. 
Sometimes parents just don’t want to deal with a child that is high maintenance. 
Most parents are too busy to stop long enough to talk with their children eye to 
eye even 15 minutes a day. We live in a medicated society. We want a quick fix to 
make life easier – something we can quickly swallow and keep going. As a youth 
pastor, I saw this firsthand. Boys were labeled ADHD or ADD because they 
displayed hyperactivity or could not focus, and yet I would observe their poor 
eating habits and poor family habits, which in my mind were major contributing 
factors in their behavior. Their diet was mostly candy and their time was used for 
computer games. Their family was absent in their lives most of the time. Many of 
them were raised on TV or computers as their babysitter from the time they got 
home from school. No wonder they couldn’t sit still, had no imagination, had a 
short attention span, or were hyper. Anyone would be that way with that sort of 
diet and daily routine. My wife and I raised four active boys and two active girls.  
 
 We came to parenting with the understanding of what biblical masculinity 
and femininity is and what God designed children each to be. We taught the boys 
to lead, initiate, work hard, protect their sisters and each other, to be willing to 
serve, and to play hard, and we gave them opportunity to do so. We taught the 
girls to follow their mother’s example, care for our home, nurture their younger 
siblings, and be feminine as God created them to be. Let the boys be boys. Let the 
girls be girls. Don’t try to make them be something God didn’t make them to be. 
Our culture’s gender confusion comes down to an erroneous view of what the 
basic nature of a child is. “God made them male and female”, so let them be so. 
God created them each with a specific gender role and purpose.  
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Questions Regarding The Nature Of My Child: 
 What is wrong with my child? 
 Why do my children need to be corrected?  
 How does my view of the nature of a child affect my parenting? 
 What is my goal as a parent in disciplining my kids?   
 Who should I listen to on parenting?  Who is my authority? 
 How does God say I should correct my children? 
 
Dale Payne 
 


