
WE ARE COMING BACK!  
INFORMATION ABOUT BETHANY’S SOFT REOPENING 
May 29, 2020 
 

A Note From Pastor Christian 
 
Greetings Brothers and Sisters! I am excited to share with you that we are working diligently to have a soft re-opening 
for our church starting SUNDAY, JUNE 7; however, to honor the CDC recommendations and guidance from our 
Insurance Company things are going to be different for a little while as we regather.  
 
This is a soft re-opening. This means we are trying to keep a watchful eye on health trends, safety recommendations, 
government recommendations and, as I mentioned in my last email, trying also to find the balance between “too much” 
and “too little” in terms of safety practices and measures. The plans you will see below is our initial phase in reopening. 
As we move through the summer we will begin to add more as we feel it is safe to do so, while still trying to honor and 
follow health and government officials’ recommendations. If you missed my latest update, I highly encourage you to go 
take a look at that on our webpage as it will help you understand a little more where we are working from as leaders in 
these decisions we are making. 
 
Below is very important information about our new Gathering schedule. Please be sure to read all of this information. 
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1. New Worship Service Schedule 
 
To help meet distancing requirements and other guidelines, we will begin meeting with TWO services. Both services will 
be identical in content.  
    SERVICE ONE   SERVICE TWO 
    9:00-10:00am   10:45-11:45am 
 

2. Finding Your Worship Service 
 
Currently the CDC recommends churches “use virtual services or designate exclusive times to access services for seniors 
and other at-risk groups as defined by the CDC”. How we are honoring this is we highly encourage (but are not 
mandating) our older members and more at-risk members to attend WORSHIP SERVICE ONE. Those with children are 
encouraged (not mandated) to attend WORSHIP SERVICE TWO (see below regarding Kids’ and Nursery Ministries). As a 
loose guide, we encourage the following small groups attend the corresponding services: 
 
 WORSHIP SERVICE ONE:  Helping Hands, Christian Friends, Glory Bound 
 WORSHIP SERVICE TWO: Disciples, Rooted, 1825 

As for Cross Bearers, we encourage their group to choose between the two services but try not to have 
everyone attend the same service.   



3. New Small Group Game Plan 
 
With two services on Sunday mornings and trying to reduce hallway congestion to allow for distancing and 
recommended reduced capacities, we will not be able to hold Small Groups at the same times and locations as we have 
in the past. For those groups who are meeting via Zoom, your Small Group leader will discuss the changes and new 
meeting options with you this Sunday. For those not meeting via Zoom, your Small Group leader will be in touch with 
you soon about meeting options. 
 
 

4. A Few Changes to Be Aware Of  
 
What to Expect 
Next week we will release a video that will walk you through What to Expect when you arrive for church service. This will 
cover which doors to use, how to practice distancing in the halls and Worship Center and several other important pieces 
of information. Please be sure to watch that video when it is released in a few days.  
 
Bulletins, Information and Offering 
For the time being we will minimize the amount of literature we distribute person to person. Our bulletins will be digital 
and available on our website to download and we will not pass offering plates during the service. In lieu of passing 
plates, however, we will have giving stations set up in the back of the Worship Center and in the Lobby. 
 
Nursery/Kids’ Ministry/Teen Ministry  
To begin with we will not have a nursery available, nor any kids’ ministries or teen ministries. For parents with restless 
babies (preferably under 2 years of age) we will have a “Cry Room” available where we will also stream the service. For 
children we will provide activity sheets and crayons that they will keep each week. These will likely be on a table in the 
Lobby as you enter.  
 
 

5. Personal Safety and Disclosures 
 
Music and Singing 
We will continue to stream our services online for those who would feel safer worshipping from home. Note that even 
though we will be enforcing distancing in the Worship Center, it is important to note that we will not be able to remove 
all elements of risk from infection in our services; especially since there will be congregational singing during our 
services. Singing can produce droplets that are carried through the air which could increase the risk of infection. While 
we are reducing the number of songs we will sing for the time being, it still does not eliminate the risk. For those that 
would like to worship on campus with us, but do not want to be in the Worship Center due to the singing, we will have a 
room available where we will stream the service and you can worship there and enjoy all elements of the service 
without being in the same room as the singing. Or, you can stream the service online with us from home if you feel that 
is the safer option for you and your family.  
 
Personal Health Evaluation 
One of the best ways to protect others in our congregation is to make sure you keep tabs on your own health. If you can 
answer “yes” to any of these questions it is recommended you err on the side of caution and worship with us online:  
 

1. Have you experienced any cold or flu-like symptoms in the past 14 days such as: fever, cough, sore throat, 
respiratory illness, difficulty breathing/shortness of breath? 

2. Have you traveled out of North Carolina and or the Country within the past 14 days? 
3. Are you experiencing cold or flu-like symptoms right now? 
4. Have you had a fever of 100 degrees or higher in the past 24 hours? 

  
 



Face Masks 
Face masks are encouraged but not required. While they are recommended all throughout the building, it would be 
especially important when moving in hallways and areas where you may end up closer together. We will have masks 
available for those who forget theirs or decide they would like to wear one.  
 
Keeping Areas Sanitized 
We will clean and sanitize all high touch areas in our Worship Center and lobbies before, between and after our services. 
You can do your part by making sure you wash hands regularly, minimize greetings with touching (handshaking and 
such) and use hand sanitizer regularly.  
 
Food 
At the recommendation of the CDC we will not provide any snacks or food during our services and, for the time being, 
discourage any ministries from offering food or drink when they meet, whether it be on or off campus.  
 
 

6. Building Not Open Yet for Unofficial Use 
 
Our buildings will remain closed for personal use and functions. It is open for church business and approved church-
sponsored ministries but will not yet be available for general use.  
 
 

7. Thank You Leaders 
 
As you are already aware, this has been a very challenging season for us to navigate as a church. There is a lot 
of work, prayer and conversations that have gone into making decisions to ensure we are doing our absolute 
best to provide a safe, welcoming and Christ-honoring environment. I want to thank the following teams for 
their guidance, advice, counsel, research and time in helping us through this season, especially with 
coordinating the reopening: 

- Staff (Jason Jones, Serena Pearce, Daryl Hyden) 
- Deacons (Kevin Letchworth, Clyde Pearce, Chuck Jones, Bub Hayes, Mark Smith)  
- CARE Team (Robert Bonham, Laura Bonham, Allen Moody, Jennifer Kemp, Brent Kovac) 
- CONNECT Team (Jennifer Kemp, Laura Bonham) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


