
July 23, 2020  

COVID-19 RESPONSE: Church Closure for Sunday, July 26 

 

Dear Church Family, 

We will be moving our service back online this Sunday, July 26. Our hope is this move will only be for one Sunday, as 
an extra measure of precaution.  

As we indicated in our COVID-19 July 21 Update, our leadership team recently learned that some of our church 
members have been exposed to individuals with COVID-19 off campus within the last two weeks. At least one of our 
members has tested positive but believe their test is an isolated case and the best we can tell, the last time they 
were in church was two weeks ago (prior to showing any symptoms). We also had several other members attend a 
funeral where we have recently received notice there have been several individuals who attended who have since 
tested positive for COVID. At this time, we do not believe any of our members who attended the service had direct 
contact with any of the affected individuals, nor are they showing symptoms at this time.  

From what we can tell, this Sunday will mark 14 days since any known diagnosis or exposure within our church. 
Working from our COVID-19 Response Protocols and as an added layer of caution to make sure we allow enough 
time to pass for us to be diligent in taking all necessary precautions, the following are the steps we are taking should 
nothing else change:  

- Move the Worship Service for Sunday, July 26 online (viewable on our Facebook account and YouTube 
Channel by 9am Sunday) / also cancel any on-campus Small Groups for this Sunday  

o You can also download the sermon audio on Monday, July 27 on our newest platforms/apps: Apple 
iTunes/Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Spotify, Alexa devices, iHeart Radio (Search or say “play We Are 
Bethany Podcasts”); new sermon audio is available every Monday 

- Postpone Deacon and Trustee nominations until Sunday, August 2  
- Move the Business Meeting on Wednesday, July 29 from in-person to Zoom at 7pm (we will email a link 

for the meeting to everyone by Tuesday, July 28) 
- Cancel Choir rehearsal on Wednesday of next week (July 29)  
- Resume both in-person worship services (9am and 10:45am) on Sunday, August 2 where we will also hold 

Deacon and Trustee nominations  

If these plans change due to further developments, notifications will be sent out via email, text message, and social 
media with instructions about worship on Sunday. As a reminder we ask that anyone showing any sick symptoms act 
with caution and consider worshipping from home with us by joining us online. Anyone who tests positive for COVID-
19 we ask that you please notify Pastors Christian or Jason, our Deacon Chair Kevin Letchworth or a CARE Team 
Member.  

Again, I understand that news like this can be concerning for a variety of reasons and that news of cancelling 
services/moving online in an effort to keep others safe will be appreciated by some while at the same time 
frustrating others. I understand both sides; however, we believe these temporary precautions are in the best 
interest of our church body and that which has been entrusted to us as leaders for stewardship. Thank you all for 
your understanding and for praying for those affected by COVID whether it be their health, economic situations, 
mental health, family relationships or overall wellbeing. Thank you, also, for continuing to take safety seriously while 
attending our worship gatherings in-person. I believe the measures we have taken in organizing our services and the 
role you as members have played in honoring those measures to the best of your ability have been primary 
contributions to the safety and wellbeing of those worshipping with us. Let us continue to love God and neighbors 
well and continue in the mission which God has laid out before us.  

 

A Fellow Co-Laborer, 

Pastor Christian 


