
 

JESUS - Up Close and Personal                                    
 

We’ve Never Done It That Way Before! 
Mark  2:13-28 

 
 What would you like to praise God for today? 
 
Jesus Calls Levi (Matthew) 
13 Then Jesus went out to the lakeshore again and taught the crowds that gathered around him. 14 As he walked along, 
he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at his tax-collection booth. "Come, be my disciple," Jesus said to him. So Levi got up 
and followed him. 
 

  15 That night Levi invited Jesus and his disciples to be his dinner guests, along with his fellow tax collectors and many 

other notorious sinners. (There were many people of this kind among the crowds that followed Jesus.) 16 But when some 
of the teachers of religious law who were Pharisees saw him eating with people like that, they said to his disciples, "Why 
does he eat with such scum?" 
 

  17 When Jesus heard this, he told them, "Healthy people don't need a doctor--sick people do. I have come to call 
sinners, not those who think they are already good enough."  
 

A Discussion about Fasting 
18 John's disciples and the Pharisees sometimes fasted. One day some people came to Jesus and asked, "Why do John's 
disciples and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples don't fast?" 
 

  19 Jesus replied, "Do wedding guests fast while celebrating with the groom? Of course not. They can't fast while 

they are with the groom. 20 But someday he will be taken away from them, and then they will fast. 21 And who 
would patch an old garment with unshrunk cloth? For the new patch shrinks and pulls away from the old cloth, 

leaving an even bigger hole than before. 22 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. The wine would burst 
the wineskins, spilling the wine and ruining the skins. New wine needs new wineskins."  
 

A Discussion about the Sabbath 
23 One Sabbath day as Jesus was walking through some grainfields, his disciples began breaking off heads of wheat. 24 
But the Pharisees said to Jesus, "They shouldn't be doing that! It's against the law to work by harvesting grain on the 
Sabbath." 
 

  25 But Jesus replied, "Haven't you ever read in the Scriptures what King David did when he and his companions 

were hungry? 26 He went into the house of God (during the days when Abiathar was high priest), ate the special 

bread reserved for the priests alone, and then gave some to his companions. That was breaking the law, too." 27 

Then he said to them, "The Sabbath was made to benefit people, and not people to benefit the Sabbath. 28 And I, 
the Son of Man, am master even of the Sabbath!" 
  Mark 2:13-28 (NLT) 
 

 

 PRAY for God’s guidance 
 

1. Do you “fix and mend” or “toss and replace”? Why? 
 
2. The disciples who were fishermen (1:16-19) may have paid inflated taxes to Levi for years. How 

would they feel when Jesus called him to be a disciple? 
  
 

Why might Jesus have called him? 
 
 



3. What is the problem Jesus is confronting in vv. 13 -17? 
Discuss the balance of “being in the world but not of the world”. 
 
 

4. How mature and how much training should a new believer have before they begin to witness? 
 
 
5. Why did John’s disciples and the Pharisees fast? (see Lev. 16:29,31; 23:27,29,31) 

 
Why did Jesus’ disciples NOT fast? What was Jesus trying to communicate… how do vv.19 -22 
answer this question? 
 
 

6. What does the new wine represent? What do the old wineskins represent? 
 
 

What makes it difficult to be remain like “new wineskins”?  …easy? 
 
 

7. Re-read Mark 2:23-27. What is the complaint about Jesus here? (see Ex. 34:21) 
 
 

What benefits from this law come to mind?  
 
 
Why was this not stealing? (see Lev. 19:9,10; Deut. 23:25) 
 
 
How does David’s story apply to Jesus’ situation? (see 1 Samuel 21:1-6) 
 
 

8. Do vv. 27, 28 mean we are free from the fourth commandment (Ex. 20: 9-11) and can do 
whatever we want on Sundays? Explain.  

 
 
Wrap up:  How has the “wine” of Jesus burst some of your “old wineskins”? 

a. regarding Sundays (2:23-28)    
b. regarding your relationship with God (2:18-22) 
c. regarding other people (2:13-17) 

 
 
Prayer:       For one another 
 

         For others. Are there people you have been neglecting because of their reputation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIFE GROUPS 
 

A safe place to build friendships and grow spiritually. 
 

  L  Learn…………………………………………..……………..………….…..…………….. applying Biblical truth for everyday living 

  I   Invite……………………………………………………………………………...………….……..welcoming others to our fellowship 

  F  Fellowship……………………………………………………………………….…….nurturing Christ centered caring relationships 

  E  Evangelism…………………..……………………………………………………….…….. reaching others with the hope of Christ 

 

 



  
 

Commentary Notes from the Life Application Bible 
 
Notes for Verse 14 

Levi is another name for Matthew, the disciple who wrote the Gospel of Matthew. See Matthew's Profile in 
Matthew 9 for more information.  
 

  2:14 Capernaum was a key military center for Roman troops, as well as a thriving business community. 
Several major highways intersected in Capernaum, with merchants passing through from as far away as Egypt 
to the south and Mesopotamia to the north. 
 

  Levi (Matthew), a Jew, was appointed by the Romans to be the area's tax collector. He collected taxes from 
citizens as well as from merchants passing through town. Tax collectors were expected to take a commission 
on the taxes they collected. Most of them overcharged and vastly enriched themselves. Tax collectors were 
despised by the Jews because of their reputation for cheating and their support of Rome. The Jews must also 
have hated to think that some of the money collected went to support pagan religions and temples.  
 

  2:14,15 The day that Levi met Jesus, Levi held a meeting at his house to introduce others to Jesus. Levi 
didn't waste any time starting to witness! Some people feel that new believers should wait for maturity or 
training before they begin to tell others about Christ. But like Levi, new believers can share their faith right 
away with whatever knowledge, skill, or experience they already have. 
 

Notes for Verses 16,17 

The self-righteous Pharisees were indignant that Jesus would eat a meal with such sinners. But Jesus gladly 
associated with sinners because he loved them and because he knew that they needed to hear what he had to 
say. Jesus spent time with whoever needed or wanted to hear his message -- poor, rich, bad, good. We, too, 
must befriend those who need Christ, even if they do not seem to be ideal companions. Are there people you 
have been neglecting because of their reputation? They may be the ones who most need to see and hear the 
message of Christ's love in and from you. 
 

Notes for Verse 18ff 

John had two goals: to lead people to repent of their sin, and to prepare them for Christ's coming. John's 
message was sobering, so he and his followers fasted. Fasting is both an outward sign of humility and regret 
for sin, and an inner discipline that clears the mind and keeps the spirit alert. Fasting empties the body of food; 
repentance empties the life of sin. Jesus' disciples did not need to fast to prepare for his coming because he 
was with them. Jesus did not condemn fasting, however. He himself fasted for 40 days (Matthew 4:2). 
Nevertheless, Jesus emphasized fasting with the right motives. The Pharisees fasted twice a week to show 
others how holy they were. Jesus explained that if people fast only to impress others, they will be twisting the 
purpose of fasting. 
 

Notes for Verse 19 

Jesus compared himself to a bridegroom. In the Bible, the image of a bride is often used for God's people, and 
the image of a bridegroom for the God who loves them (Isaiah 62:5; Matthew 25:1-14; Revelation 21:2).  
 

Notes for Verse 22 

A wineskin was a goatskin sewed together at the edges to form a watertight bag. New wine, expanding as it 
aged, stretched the wineskin. New wine, therefore, could not be put into a wineskin that had already been 
stretched, or the taut skin would burst. 
 

  The Pharisees had become rigid like old wineskins. They could not accept faith in Jesus that would not be 
contained or limited by man-made ideas or rules. Your heart, like a wineskin, can become rigid and prevent 
you from accepting the new life that Christ offers. Keep your heart pliable and open to accepting the life-
changing truths of Christ. 
 

Notes for Verse 23 

Jesus and his disciples were not stealing when they picked the grain. Leviticus 19:9, 10 and Deuteronomy 
23:25 say that farmers were to leave the edges of their fields unharvested so that some of their crops could be 



picked by travelers and by the poor. Just as walking on a sidewalk is not trespassing on private property, 
picking heads of grain at the edge of a field was not stealing. 
 
Notes for Verse 24 

God's law said that crops should not be harvested on the Sabbath (Exodus 34:21). This law prevented farmers 
from becoming greedy and ignoring God on the Sabbath. It also protected laborers from being overworked. 
 

  The Pharisees interpreted the action of Jesus and his disciples -- picking the grain and eating it as they 
walked through the fields -- as harvesting; and so they judged Jesus a lawbreaker. But Jesus and the disciples 
clearly were not harvesting the grain for personal gain; they were simply looking for something to eat. The 
Pharisees were so focused on the words of the rule that they missed its intent.  
 

  2:24 Many of the Pharisees were so caught up in their man-made laws and traditions that they lost sight of 
what was good and right. Jesus implied in Mark 3:4 that the Sabbath is a day to do good. God provided the 
Sabbath as a day of rest and worship, but he didn't mean that concern for rest should keep us from lifting a 
finger to help others. Don't allow your Sabbath to become a time of selfish indulgence. 
 

Notes for Verses 25-28 

Jesus used the example of David to point out how ridiculous the Pharisees' accusations were (this incident 
occurred in 1Samuel 21:1-6). God created the Sabbath for our benefit, not his own. God derives no benefit 
from having us rest on the Sabbath, but we are restored both physically and spiritually when we take time to 
rest and to focus on God. For the Pharisees, Sabbath laws had become more important than Sabbath rest. 
Both David and Jesus understood that the intent of God's law is to promote love for God and others. When we 
apply a law to other people, we should make sure that we understand its purpose and intent so we don't make 
harmful or inappropriate judgments. 
 

Notes for Verse 26 

The "consecrated bread" was the bread set before God in the tabernacle. Every Sabbath, 12 baked loaves of 
bread were placed on the table in the Holy Place. Then the priests ate the old ones. See Exodus 25:30 and 
Leviticus 24:5-9 for more about the consecrated bread, also called the bread of the Presence. 
 
Chapter 3 Notes for Verse 2 
Already the Pharisees had turned against Jesus. They were jealous of his popularity, his miracles, and the 
authority in his teaching and actions. They valued their status in the community and their opportunity for 
personal gain so much that they lost sight of their goal as religious leaders -- to point people toward God. Of all 
people, the Pharisees should have recognized the Messiah, but they refused to acknowledge him because 
they were not willing to give up their treasured position and power. When Jesus exposed their attitudes, he 
became their enemy instead of their Messiah, and they began looking for ways to turn the people against him. 
 

Notes for Verse 5 

Jesus was angry about the Pharisees' uncaring attitudes. Anger itself is not wrong. It depends on what makes 
us angry and what we do with our anger. Too often we express our anger in selfish and harmful ways. By 
contrast, Jesus expressed his anger by correcting a problem -- healing the man's hand. Use your anger to find 
constructive solutions rather than to tear people down. 
 

Notes for Verse 6 

The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that zealously followed the Old Testament laws, as well as their 
own religious traditions. They were highly respected in the community, but they hated Jesus because he 
challenged their proud attitudes and dishonorable motives. 
 
  The Herodians were a Jewish political party that hoped to restore Herod the Great's line to the throne. Jesus 
was a threat to them as well because he challenged their political ambitions. The Pharisees and Herodians, 
normally enemies, joined forces against Jesus because he exposed them for what they were.  
 
3:6 The Pharisees accused Jesus of breaking their law that said medical attention could be given to no one on 
the Sabbath except in matters of life and death. Ironically, the Pharisees themselves were breaking God's law 
by plotting murder. 

 



 


