
A Study of the Letters to the Church at Thessalonica 

Fall Session 16 – A Walk that pleases God 

(Read 1 Thessalonians 3:1 – 4:18) 

 

1. The one thing needed by Christian believers is a strong faith.  What is a strong faith? 

 

A faith that honestly knows Christ and knows what it is to walk in Him day by day, trusting 

Him, His care and comfort and strength. 

A strong faith is a faith that is not moved by afflictions (v.3-5) 

A strong faith is a faith that gives forth an excellent testimony (v.6) 

A strong faith is a faith that stirs the hearts of its pastor and fellow believers (v.7-10) 

 

 

2. The believer must know that he or she will suffer persecution.  Why does the world persecute 

the Christian believer so much? 

 

Believers are persecuted because they are not of this world.  They are called out of the world.  

We are in the world, but we are not of the world.  Believers are separated from the behavior of 

the world. So, the world reacts against them. 

Believers are persecuted because they strip away the world’s covering of sin.  They live and 

demonstrate a life of righteousness.  Such living exposes the sins of people. 

Believers are persecuted because the world does not know God nor Christ.  They want no God 

other than themselves and their own imaginations. 

Believers are persecuted because the world is deceived in its concept and belief about God.  

 

 

3. What is the greatest virtue in the world?  Why must you have this virtue? 

 

The greatest virtue in the world is love. 

This is the one possession that humankind must have if he or she is to have an abundant life.  

Without love we are nothing. The model church will be a church that has a strong love.  

 

 

4. Who is the source of the greatest virtue?  What is the great result of this virtue? 

 

The source of love is the Lord.  There is no other source, not for the kind of love that can love 

all humankind. This is why Paul went before the Lord and requested such a love. (v.12) 

The great result of love is to be presented unblameable before God when Christ returns to earth.  

This is the most glorious result imaginable.  

 

 

5. The Christian life is often described as a walk.  Read verses 4:1-8.  The model believer walks to 

please God.  What does this mean? 

 

It means that he or she lives as God tells them to live, that they keep God’s commandments. 

 

 

 

 



 

6. Verse 5:3 states that your sanctification is the will of God.  What is mean for you to be 

sanctified? 

 

The word sanctification means to be set apart and separated.  We are to be set apart to God and 

His will, and His will is moral purity.  Therefore, we are to be set apart to live pure lives before 

God.   

Sanctification means abstaining from fornication.  

Sanctification means that a person knows how to control his or her body. 

Sanctification means resisting the passion of lust.  

 

7. Read verses 4:6-8.  Identify at least four reasons why we are to live pure lives. 

 

Immorality defrauds and cheats a brother or sister. 

Immorality shall be revenged by God. 

Immorality is not God’s call; holiness is. 

Immorality is a sin against God.  

 

 

8. Every believer should be ambitious to please God.  What are four practical ways found in 

verses 4:9-12 that we can please God? 

 

Grow in love more and more (v.9-10) 

Study to be quiet (v.11) 

Do your own business (v.11) 

Work with your own hands (v.11-12) 

 

9. What are the events of the Lord’s return and the resurrection identified in verses 4:16-18? 

 

First , the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven, 

Second, the dead in Christ shall rise first. 

Third, we who are alive will be caught up right after the dead have risen. 

Fourth, the great union of the living with the dead will take place.  

Fifth, the experience of living face to face with the Lord will begin.  

 

 

 


