
A Study of the Letters to the Church at Thessalonica 

Fall Session 19 – Church Under Attack/End of Time 

(Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1 – 2:17) 

 

1. What does it mean to have a growing faith?   What are some examples of a growing faith? 

 

Faith in Christ simply means that a person believes in the Lord Jesus Christ; they trust Christ to 

take care of their life. 

It means that a person learns to trust and depend on Christ more and more. 

Examples:  

To provide for daily necessities. 

To deliver a person through the trials and temptations of life. 

To comfort them through the losses of life. 

To teach them the truth. 

To guide and help them to hold fast to the teachings of Christ. 

To strengthen them to walk a life that is separated from the world and totally dedicated to God.  

 

2. What does it mean to overflow with love for one another? 

 

An overflowing love is the kind of love: 

That binds individuals together as family. 

That holds individuals with the deepest affection – agape love. 

That nourishes and nurtures one another. 

That shows concern and looks after the welfare of one another. 

That always cherishes one another and comforts, supports, and encourages one another 

regardless of differences or circumstances.  

 

3. In verse 5, Paul tells the church, “that you may be counted worthy for the kingdom of God, for 

which you also suffer.” Are we saved because of suffering?  

 

No.  A believer is not saved because they remain faithful through the sufferings of this life; they 

are saved because they believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. However, when they suffer in 

this world and endure through the suffering, they are counted worthy of God’s kingdom.  They 

do not disappoint God. 

 

The saying does not mean to make worthy; it means to count, reckon, and declare worthy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Verse 8 reveals that when Jesus Christ returns the people to be judged will be separated into two 

classes.  What are they?  Who are these people? 

 

a. All who do not know God. They are those who sin against natural revelation, who look at 

creation and fail to see God or to live by the laws that are clearly seen in nature and 

creation. 

b. All who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

1. Every person who has ever heard the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and rejected it. 

2. Every person who has professed the gospel of Jesus Christ but does not obey the 

commandments of the gospel. 

3. Every person who has been baptized but does not obey the commandment of the gospel. 

4. Every person who has joined the church and holds membership in the church but does 

not obey the commandment of the gospel. 

 

5. Read verses 11 – 12.  Identify three things that are necessary to escape judgment. 

 

• A person must be counted worthy by God. 

• God must complete the work of faith in us.  

• The name of Christ must be glorified in us and we in Him.  This simply means that we 

must let Him live and move and have His being in us.  

 

6. That terrible day – the day when God’s judgment will begin to fall upon the world and its 

unbelievers – cannot come until these two events happen.  What are they? (Read verses 2:3) 

 

• The first event that will launch the day of the Lord will be a great falling away of 

believers from God.  

• The second event that will launch the day of the Lord will be the revelation of that man 

of sin – the son of perdition, that is, the antichrist himself. 

 

 

7. Identify the five traits of the antichrist revealed in verses 3 and 4. 

 

• The antichrist is the “man of sin.” The very embodiment of sin and lawlessness, the man 

who idealizes sin. The ideal sinner. 

• The antichrist is the “son of perdition.”  Perdition means doom and destruction.  He is 

the son of the most violent doom and destruction, the most violent evil imaginable. 

• The antichrist is the opposer of all that is called God.  He will be the opponent of Christ. 

• The antichrist is the “exalter of himself.”  He lifts himself up above all others.  

• The antichrist claims to be God. 

 

 

8. The point of verse 8 is that the Lord will make quick work of the antichrist.  How will He do it? 

 

• The Lord Jesus will slay the antichrist with the spirit of His mouth.  (breath).  It is the 

spirit of truth, holiness, and unlimited power. When Jesus speaks, what He says is of 

God and unstoppable. 

 

• The Lord of glory will destroy the antichrist with the brightness of His coming.   



9. Verses 2:10 – 12 stands as a strong warning to all unbelievers.  It reveals just who the followers 

of the antichrist will be.  It shows who runs the risk of becoming a follower of the antichrist. 

Who are they? 

 

• The followers of the antichrist are those who are perishing.  They are on the road to 

being lost.  They have turned away from God and are travelling in the opposite direction 

along the road that leads to perdition. 

• The followers of the antichrist are the persons who do not receive the truth. They do not 

welcome the love of the gospel.  They reject the love of God. 

• The followers of the antichrist are the deceived.  They are deceived because they choose 

to disbelieve God and His Word.  

• The followers of the antichrist are the damned – those who take pleasure in 

unrighteousness.  They live unrighteous lives and take pleasure in their unrighteousness.  

They are people who love their sins.   

    

 

10. Verses 2:16 – 17, reveals at least five benefits of salvation.  What are they? 

 

The person who is saved receives the love of God and of Christ. 

The person who is saved receives eternal consolation.  The phrase means eternal 

encouragement, comfort, and strength. 

The person who is saved receives good hope.  Our hope is given us through the grace of God 

and through His grace alone. 

The person who is saved receives comfort.  This means exhortation, encouragement, and 

admonition to live like they should.  

The person who is saved is established in every good word and work.  This means to be secure, 

strong, and firmly established in life.  

 

 

 

 

   


